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HE  had  great  Abilities  both  na¬ 
tural  and  acquired,  was  very  in- 
quifitive  after  Knowledge,  of 
great  Integrity,  an  excellent  Judge  of 
Men  and  Things,  and  a  moft  zealous 
Advocate  for  the  Liberties  of  Mankind 
Civil  and  Religious,  abhorring  Perfe- 
cution  of  all  Kinds ;  confequently  his  . 
Memory  will  be  efteem’d  by  all  the 
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Wife  and  Good,  and  can  have  no 
Enemies  (except  among  Bigots,  Fools, 
and  Knaves)  his  excellent  Hiftory  of 
the  Reformation  and  other  Works,  will 
tranfmit  his  Name  to  the  lateft  Pofte- 
rity  :  In  regard  to  the  following  Piece, 
it  furpafles  infinitely  any  Thing  in  its 
Kind  extant,  in  the  Stile,  Sentiments, 
Matter,  Method,  &c.  And  the  fine 
Spirit  of  Liberty  that  fhines  through 
it  is  admirable,  no  doubt  he  exerted 
himfelf  in  an  extraordinary  Manner  in 
the  Compofition,  having  chofe  fo  il- 
luftrious  a  Genius  for  his  Patron.  To 
conclude,  he  certainly  was  one  of  the 
greatefl:  Men  of  his  Time,  and  an  Or¬ 
nament  to  his  Country,  Liberty  and 
Religion. 
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reckon’d  among  Voyagers,  if  he  attempts  to  fay 
any  Thing  upon  fo  fhort  a  Rajuble,  and  con- 
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cerning  Places  fo  much  vifited,  and  by  Confe- 
quence  fo  well  known  :  Yet  having  had  Oppor¬ 
tunities  that  do  not  offer  themfelves  to  all  that 
travel,  and  having  join’d  to  thofe  a  Curiofity 
almoft:  equal  to  the  Advantages  I  enjoy’d,  I 
fancy  it  will  not  be  an  ungrateful  Entertain¬ 
ment,  if  I  give  you  fome  Account  of  thofe 
Things  that  pleafed  me  moft  in  the  Places  thro’ 
which  I  have  pafs’d.  But  I  will  avoid  faying 
fuch  Things  as  occur  in  ordinary  Books,  for 
which  I  refer  you  to  the  Prints.  For  as  you 
know  that  I  have  no  great  Inclination  to  copy 
what  others  have  faid,  fo  a  Traveller  has  not 
Leifure  nor  Humour  enough  for  fo  dull  an  Em¬ 
ployment. 

As  I  came  all  the  W ay  from  Paris  to  Lyons , 
1  was  amaz’d  to  fee  fo  much  Mifery  as  ap¬ 
pear’d,  not  only  in  Villages,  but  even  in  big 
Towns,  where  all  the  Marks  of  an  extreme 
Poverty  fhew’d  themfelves  both  in  the  Build¬ 
ings,  the  Cloaths,  and  almoft  in  the  Looks  of 
the  Inhabitants:  And  a  general  difpeopling  in  all 
the  Towns,  was  a  very  vifible  Effedt  of  the 
Hardfhips  under  which  they  lay. 

I  need  tell  you  nothing  of  the  irregular,  and 
yet  magnificent  Situation  of  Lyons ,  of  the  noble 
Rivers  that  meet  there,  of  the  Rock  cut  from  fo 
vaft  a  Height  for  a  Prifon,  of  the  Carthufians 
Gardens,  of  the  Town-Houfe,  of  the  Jefuits 
College  and  Library,  of  the  famous  Nunnery  of 
St  neter ,  of  the  Churches,  particularly  St.  Ire- 
7u  s,  *  of  the  Remnants  of  the  Aquedudfs,  of 
the  Columns  and  the  old  Mofaick  in  the  Abbey 
Dene  :  In  fhort,  Mr.  Spon  has  given  fuch  an 
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Account  of  the  Curiofities  there,  that  it  were  a 
very  prefumptuous  Attempt  to  offer  to  come 
after  him. 

The  Speech  of  Claudius ,  engraven  on  a 
Plate  of  Brafs,  and  fet  at  the  End  of  the  low 
Walk  in  the  Town-Houfe,  is  one  of  the  nobleft 
Antiquities  in  the  World,  by  which  we  fee 
the  Way  of  writing  and  pointing  in  that  Age 
very  copioufly.  The  Shield  of  Silver,  of  twenty 
two  Pound  Weight,  in  which  fome  Remains  of 
gilding  do  yet  appear,  and  that  feems  to  repre- 
fent  that  generous  ACtion  of  Scipio’s ,  of  refto- 
ring  a  fair  Captive  to  a  Celtiberian  Prince,  is 
certainly  the  nobleft  Piece  of  Plate  that  is  now 
extant  ;  the  Emboffing  of  it  is  fo  fine  and  fo 
entire,  that  it  is  indeed  invaluable  ;  and  if  there 
were  an  Infcription  upon  it,  to  put  us  beyond 
Conjecture,  it  were  yet  much  more  inefti- 
mable. 

A  great  many  Infcriptions  are  to  be  feen  of 
the  late  and  barbarous  Ages,  as  Bonurn  Memo- 
rium ,  and  Epitaphium  hunc .  There  are  twenty 
three  Infcriptions  in  the  Garden  of  the  Fathers 
of  Mercy ,  but  fo  placed,  as  fhew  how  little 
thofe  who  poffefs  them  do  either  underftand  or 
value  them.  I  fhall  only  give  you  one,  becaufe 
I  made  a  little  Reflection  on  it  ;  tho’  it  is  not 
perhaps  too  well  grounded,  becaufe  none  of  the 
Criticks  have  thought  on  it.  The  Infcription 
is  this ; 

y  ,  ■* 
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Et  Memories  PE  t  ernes  %. 

S  U  T  I JE  ANTHIDIS, 

Ppuee  vixit  minis  xrv.  M.  XL  DV, 

Ehiae_  dum  Nimia  Pia  juit ,  facia  eft  Impia  : 

Et  AttioProb  atiolo,  Cec  alius  Cal  istio 
Conjux  iff  Pater , 

Et  fibi  vivo  ponendum  curavit , 

Ar  dedicavit . 

This  muft  be  towards  the  barbarous  Age,  as 
appears  by  the  falfe  Latin  in  Nimia .  But  the 
lnfcription  Teems  To  extravagant,  that  a  Man 
dedicating  a  Burial-Stone  for  his  Wife  and  Son, 
and  under  which  himfelf  was  to  be  laid  with 
Ceremonies  of  Religion,  fhould  tax  his  Wife  of 
Impiety,  and  give  To  extraordinary  an  Account 
of  her  becoming  fo  thro’  an  Excefs  of  Piety, 
that  it  deferves  Tome  Confideration, 

It  Teems  the  Impiety  was  publick,  otherwiTe  a 
Hufband  would  not  have  recorded  it  in  Tuch  a 
Manner  ;  and  it  is  plain,  that  he  thought  it  aroTe 
from  an  ExceTs  oT  Piety. 

I  need  not  examine  the  Conjectures  oT  others; 
but  will  chooTe  rather  to  give  you  my  own,  and 
fubmit  it  to  your  Cenfure. 

It  Teems  to  me,  that  this  Sutia  Anthis  was  a 
Chriftian  ;  for  the  Chriftians ,  becaufe  they 
would  not  worfhip  the  Gods  of  the  Heathens, 
jior  participate  with  them  in  their  {acred  Rites, 
were  accufed  both  of  Atheifm  and  Impiety. 
This  is  To  often  objected,  and  the  Fathers  in 
their  Apologies  have  anfwer'd  it  To  often,  that  it 
were  loft  Labour  to  prove  it.  So  this  Wife  of 
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Cecalius  Calijiio  having  turn’d  Chriftian  ,  it 
feems  he  thought  he  was  .bound  to  take  fume 
Notice  of  it  in  the  Infcription  :  But  by  it  he 
gives  an  honourable  Character  of  the  Chriftian 
Dodbrine,  at  the  fame  Time  that  he  feems  to 
accufe  it,  viz.  that  thro’  an  Excefs  of  Piety 
his  Wife  was  carried  to  it ;  ftnce  a  Mind  je- 
rioufly  poflefs’d  with  a  true  Senfe  of  Piety,  could 
not  avoid  falling  under  a  Diftafte  of  Paganifm, 
and  becoming  Chriftian. 

At  Grenoble  there  is  not  much  to  be  feen. 
The  learned  Mr.  Charier  has  fome  Manufcripts 
of  confiderable  Antiquity.  In  one  of  Vegetius 
de  Re  Militari ,  there  is  a  clear  Correciion  of  a 
Paflage  that  in  all  the  printed  Editions  is  net 
Senfe.  In  the  Chapter  of  the  Size  of  the 
Soldiers,  he  begins,  Scio  femper  menfuram  a 
Mario  Confute  exadtam .  A  is  in  no  Manufcript, 
and  Mario  Confute  is  a  Miftake  for  trium  Cubi - 
torum :  For  III.  which  are  for  trium ,  have 
have  been  read  for  M\  and  C,  which  Hands 
for  Cubit orum ,  as  appears  by  all  that  follows, 
was  by  a  Miftake  read  Confute .  So  the  true 
reading  of  that  Paftage  is,  Scio  menfuram  trium 
cubitorum  fuijfe  femper  exadtam.  He  fliew’d  me 
another  Manufcript  of  about  five  or  fix  Hundred 
Years  old,  in  which  St.  John's  Revelation  is 
contain’d,  all  exemplified  in  Figures  ;  and  after 
that  comes  M fop's  Fables  likewife,  all  defign’d 
in  Figures ;  from  which  he  inferr’d,  that  thofe 
who  defign’d  two  Books  valued  both  equally,  and 
fo  put  them  together. 

I  will  not  deferibe  the  Valley  of  Dauphine ,  all 
to  Chamber^  nor  entertain  you  with  a  Landfk'p 
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of  the  Country,  which  deferves  a  better  Pencil 
than  mine,  and  in  which  the  Height  and  Rude- 
nefs  of  the  Mountains,  that  almoft  fhut  upon 
it,  together  with  the  Beauty,  the  Evennefs  and 
Fruitfulnefs  of  the  Valley,  that  is  all  along  well 
water’d  with  the  River  Liferre ,  make  fuch  an 
agreeable  Mixture,  that  this  vaft  Diverfity  of 
Objedts  that  do  at  once  fill  the  Eye,  give  it  a 
very  entertaining  Profpedt. 

Cbambery  has  nothing  in  it  that  deferves  a 
long  Defcription  ;  and  Geneva  is  too  well  known 
to  be  much  infilled  on.  It  is  a  little  State  ;  but 
it  has  fo  many  good  Conftitutions  in  it,  that 
the  greateft  may  juftly  learn  of  it.  The  Chamber 
of  the  Corn  has  always  two  Years  Provifion  for 
the  City  in  Store ,  and  forces  none  but  the 
Bakers  to  buy  of  it  at  a  taxed  Price  ;  and  fo  it 
is  both  neceffary  againft  any  Extremities  under 
which  the  State  may  fall,  and  is  likewife  of 
great  Advantage  ;  for  it  gives  a  good  yearly  In¬ 
come,  that  has  help’d  the  State  to  pay  near  a 
Million  of  Debts  contracted  during  the  Wars  ; 
And  the  Citizens  are  not  opprefs’d  by  it ;  for 
every  Inhabitant  may  buy  his  own  Corn  as  he 
pleafes,  only  publick  Houfes  muft  buy  from  the 
Chamber.  And  if  one  will  compare  the  Faith 
of  Rome  and  Geneva  together  by  this  Particular, 
Die  would  be  forced  to  prefer  the  latter  :  For  if 
good  Works  are  a  ftrong  Prefumption,  if  not  a 
fure  Indication  of  a  good  Faiths  then  Jujiice , 
being  a  good  Work  of  the  fir  ft  Form,  Geneva 
will  certainly  carry  it. 

At  Rome  the  Pope  buys  in  all  the  Corn  of  the 
Patrimony  -3  for  none  of  the  Landlords  can  fell 
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it  either  to  Merchants  or  Bakers.  He  buys  it 
at  five  Crowns  their  Meafure,  and  even  that  is 
flowly  and  ill  paid  ;  fo  that  there  was  eight 
Hundred  Thousand  Crowns  owing  upon  that 
Score  when  I  was  at  Rome.  In  felling  this  out 
the  Meafure  is  lefien’d  a  fifth  Part,  and  the 
Price  of  the  Whole  is  doubled  5  fo  that  what 
was  bought  at  five  Crowns,  is  fold  out  at 
twelve  :  And  if  the  Bakers,  who  are  obliged  to 
take  a  determined  Quantity  of  Corn  from  the 
Chamber,  cannot  retail  out  all  that  is  impofed 
upon  them,  but  are  forced  to  return  fome  Part 
of  it  back,  the  Chamber  difcounts  to  them  only 
the  firfi:  Price  of  five  Crowns.  Whereas  in 
Geneva ,  the  Meafure  by  which  they  buy  and 
fell  is  the  fame  3  and  the  Gain  is  fo  inconfider- 
able,  that  it  is  very  little  beyond  the  common 
Market-price  :  So  that  upon  the  whole  Matter, 
the  Chamber  of  the  Corn  is  but  the  Merchant 
to  the  State.  But  if  the  Publick  makes  a  mo¬ 
derate  Gain  by  the  Corn,  that,  and  all  the 
other  Revenues  of  this  fmall  Commonwealth  are 
fo  well  employ’d,  that  there  is  no  Caufe  of 
Complaint  given  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the 
publick  Purfe,  which,  with  the  Advantages  that 
arife  out  of  the  Chamber  of  the  Corn  is  about 
an  Hundred  Thoufand  Crowns  Revenue.  But 
there  is  much  to  go  out  of  this  :  Three  Hundred 
Soldiers  are  paid,  an  Arfenal  is  maintain’d,  that 
in  Proportion  tp  the  State  is  the  greateft  in  the 
World,  for  it  contains  Arms  for  more  Men 
than  are  in  the  State :  There  is  a  great  Number 
of  Minifters  and  ProfefTors,  in  all  twenty  four, 
paid  out  of  it,  befides  all  the  publick  Charges 

B  4  and 


8  Travels  thro ’  France,  Italy, 

and  Offices  of  the  Government.  Every  one  of 
the  leffier  Council  of  twenty  five  having  an 
Hundred  Crowns,  and  every  Syndic  having  two 
Hundred  Crowns  Penfion  ;  and,  after  all  this* 
come  the  accidental  Charges  of  the  Deputies, 
that  they  are  obliged  to  fend  often  to  Paris ,  to 
Savoy,  and  to  Switzerland ;  fo  that  it  is  very 
apparent  no  Man  can  enrich  himfelf  at  the 
CoR  of  the  Publick.  And  the  Appointments  of 
the  little  Council  are  a  very  fmall  Recompence 
for  the  great  Attendance  that  they  are  obliged  to 
give  the  Publick,  which  is  commonly  four  or 
hve  Hours  a  Day.  The  Salary  for  the  Profef- 
fors  and  MiniRers  is  indeed  fmall,  not  above 
two  Hundred  Crowns  ;  but  to  balance  this 
(which  was  a  more  competent  Provifion  when 
it  was  firft  fet  off  a  Hundred  and  fifty  Years 
ago,  the  Price  of  all  Things,  and  the  Way  of 
Living  being  now  much  heighten’d)  thofe  Em¬ 
ployments  are  here  held  in  their  due  Reputa¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  richeft  Citizens  in  the  Town 
breed  up  their  Children  fo  as  to  qualify  them 
for  thofe  Places.  And  a  MiniRer  that  is  fuit- 
able  to  his  Character,  is  thought  fo  good  a 
Match,  that  generally  they  have  fuch  Eftates 
either  by  Succefiion  or  Marriage,  as  fupport 
them  fuitably  to  the  Rank  they  hold.  And  in 
Geneva  there  is  fo  great  a  Regulation  upon  Ex- 
pences  of  all  Sorts,  that  a  fmall  Sum  goes  a  great 
Way.  It  is  a  furprizing  Thing  to  fee  fo  much 
Learning  as  one  finds  in  Geneva ,  not  only 
among  thofe  whofe  Profeffion  obliges  them  to 
Rudy,  but  among  the  MagiRratcs  and  Citizens: 
And  if  there  are  not  many  Men  of  the  firff 
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Form  of  Learning  among  them,  yet  almoft  eve¬ 
ry  Body  here  has  a  good  Tindlure  of  a  learned 
Education,  infomuch  that  they  are  Mailers  of 
the  Latin ,  they  know  Hiflory  and  the  Contro- 
verfies  of  Religion,  and  are  generally  Men  of 
good  Senfe. 

There  is  an  univerfal  Civility,  not  only  to¬ 
wards  Strangers,  but  towards  one  another,  that 
reigns  all  the  Town  over,  and  leans  to  an  Ex¬ 
cels  :  So  that  in  them  one  fees  a  Mixture  of  a 
French  Opennefs,  and  an  Italian  Exa&nefs  ; 
there  is  indeed  a  little  too  much  of  the  lad. 

The  publick  Juftice  of  the  City  is  quick  and 
good,  and  is  more  commended  than  the  private 
Judice  of  thofe  that  deal  in  Trade  :  A  want  of 
Sincerity  is  much  lamented  by  thofe  that  know 
the  Town  well.  There  is  no  publick  Lewdnefs 
tolerated,  and  the  Diforders  of  that  fort  are  ma¬ 
naged  with  great  Addrefs.  And  notwithdanding 
their  Neighbourhood  to  the  Switzers ,  Drinking 
is  very  little  known  among  them.  One  of  the 
bed  Parts  of  their  Law  is  the  way  of  felling  E- 
dates,  which  is  likewife  pradlifed  in  Switzerland , 
and  is  call’d  Subhajlation ,  from  the  Roman  Cu~ 
dom  of  felling  fub  Hajla.  A  Man  that  is  t-c* 
buy  an  E Prate,  agrees  with  the  Owner,  and  then 
intimates  it  to  the  Government,  who  order 
three  feveral  Proclamations  to  be  made  fix  Weeks 
one  after  another,  of  the  intended  Sale,  that  is 
to  be  on  fuch  a  Day  :  When  the  Day  comes, 
the  Creditors  of  the  Seller,  if  they  apprehend 
that  the  Edate  is  fold  at  an  Under- Value,  may 
out-bid  the  Buyer  but  if  they  do  not  interpofc, 
the  Buyer  delivers  the  Money  to  the  State,  who 
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upon  that  give  him  his  Title  to  the  Eftate,  which 
can  never  be  fo  much  as  brought  under  a  Debate 
in  Law ;  and  the  Price  is  paid  into  the  State, 
and  is  by  them  given  either  to  the  Creditors  of 
the  Seller,  if  he  owes  Money,  or  to  the  Seller 
himfelf. 

This  Cuftom  prevails  likewife  in  Swife^ 
where  alfo  twelve  Years  Pofiefiion  gives  a  Pre- 
fcription  ;  fo  that  in  no  Place  of  the  World  are 
the  Titles  to  Eftates  fo  fecure  as  here.  The 
Conftitution  of  the  Government  is  the  fame 
both  in  Geneva  and  in  moft  of  the  Cantons. 
The  Sovereignty  lies  in  the  Council  of  'Two 
Hundred ;  and  this  Council  choofes  out  of  its 
Number  twenty  five,  who  are  the  Lejfer  Council ; 
and  the  Cenfure  of  the  Twenty  five  belongs  to 
the  Great  Council.  They  are  chofen  by  a  fort  of 
Ballot,  fo  that  it  is  not  known  for  whom  they 
give  their  Votes;  which  is  an  effectual  Method 
to  fupprefs  Fadfions  and  Refentments,  fince  in  a 
Competition  no  Man  can  know  who  voted  for 
or  againft  him  :  Yet  the  Eledfion  is  not  fo  earn- 
ed,  but  that  the  whole  Town  is  in  an  Intrigue 
concerning  it  :  For  fince  the  being  of  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Council  leads  one  to  the  Vindicate ,  which  is 
the  chief  Honour  of  the  State,  this  Dignity  is 
e  wted  here  with  as  adfive  and  follicitous  an  Am¬ 
bition  as  appears  elfewhere  for  greater  Matters. 
The  Two  Hundred  are  chofen  and  cenfured  by 
the  Twenty  five ;  fo  that  thefe  two  Councils, 
which  are  both  for  Life,  are  Checks  one  upon 
another  :  The  Magiftracy  is  in  the  one,  and  the 
Sovereignty  in  the  other.  The  Number  of 
twenty  five  is  never  exceeded  in  the  Lejfer  Coun- 
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cil ;  but  for  the  greater,  tho*  it  paffes  by  the 
Name  of  The  Council  of  Two  Hundred ,  yet  there 
are  commonly  eight  or  ten  more  ;  fo  that  not- 
withftanding  the  Abfence  or  Sicknefs  of  fome  of 
the  Members,  they  may  ftill  be  able  to  call  to¬ 
gether  near  the  full  Number.  There  is  another 
Council  befides  thefe  two,  compofed  of  fixty, 
confuting  of  thofe  of  the  two  Hundred  that  have 
borne  Offices,  fuch  as  Auditors,  Attorney-Ge¬ 
nerals  \  or  thofe  that  have  been  in  other  Employ¬ 
ments,  which  are  given  for  a  determinate  Num¬ 
ber  of  Years.  This  Court  has  no  Authority, 
but  is  call’d  together  by  the  Twenty  Five ,  when 
any  extraordinary  Occafion  makes  it  advifeable 
for  them  to  call  for  a  more  general  Concurrence 
in  the  Refolutions  they  are  about  to  form.  And 
this  Council  is  of  the  Nature  of  a  Council  of 
State,  that  only  gives  Advice,  but  has  no  Pow¬ 
er  in  itfelf  to  enforce  its  Advice.  The  whole 
Body  of  the  BurgefTes  choofe  the  Syndics  the 
firft  Sunday  of  the  Year  ;  and  there  are  fome 
other  Elections  that  do  likewife  belong  to  them. 
The  Difference  between  the  Burgeffes  and  Citi¬ 
zens  is,  that  the  former  Degree  may  be  bought, 
or  given  to  Strangers,  and  they  are  capable  to 
be  of  the  C1  wo  Hundred  \  but  none  is  a  Citizen, 
but  he  that  is  the  Son  of  a  Burgefs,  and  that  is 
bom  within  the  Town. 

I  need  fay  no  more  of  the  Conflitution  of  this 
little  Republick.  Its  chief  Support  is  in  the  firm 
Alliance  that  has  flood  now  fo  long  between  it 
and  the  Cantons  of  Bern  and  Zurich ;  and  it  is 
lo  vdibly  the  Interefl  of  all  Switzerland  to  pre- 
lerve  it,  as  the  Key  by  which  it  may  be  all  laid 
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open,  that  if  the  Cantons  had  not  forgotten  their 
Interefl  fo  palpably,  in  fuffering  the  French  to 
become  Mailers  of  the  Franche  Comte ,  one 
would  think  that  they  would  not  be  capable  of 
fuffering  Geneva  to  be  touch’d  :  For  all  that  can 
be  done  in  fortifying  the  Town  can  fignify  no 
more,  than  to  put  it  in  a  Cafe  to  refill  a  Surprize 
or  Scalade  ;  fmce  if  a  Royal  Army  comes  againll 
it  to  befiege  it  in  Form,  it  is  certain,  that  unlefs 
the  Switzers  come  down  with  a  Force  able  to 
raife  the  Siege,  thofe  within  will  be  able  to  make 
but  a  very  fhort  Refillance. 

From  Geneva  I  went  through  the  Country  of 
Vaud ,  or  the  Valley ,  and  Laufanne  its  chief 
Town,  in  my  Way  to  Bern .  The  Town  of 
Laufanne  is  fituated  on  three  Hills,  fo  that  the 
whole  Town  is  Afcent  and  Defcent,  and  that 
very  deep,  chiefly  on  the  Side  on  which  the 
Church  Hands,  which  is  a  very  noble  Fabrick. 
The  South  Wall  of  the  Crofs  was  fo  fplit  by  an 
Earthquake  about  thirty  Years  ago,  that  there 
was  a  Rent  made  from  top  to  bottom  above  a 
Foot  wide  ;  which  was  fo  clofed  up  ten  Years 
after  by  another  Earthquake,  that  now  one 
only  fees  where  the  Breach  wa«.  This  extrava¬ 
gant  Situation  of  the  Town  was  occafion’d  by  a 
Legend  of  fome  Miracles  wrought  near  the 
Church  :  Which  prevail’d  fo  much  on  the  Cre¬ 
dulity  of  that  Age,  that  by  it  the  Church,  and 
fo  in  confequence  the  Buildings  near  it,  were 
added  to  the  old  Town,  which  Hood  on  the 
other  Hill,  where  there  was  a  Town  made  on 
the  Highway  from  the  Lake  into  Szvitzerland> 
to  which  the  chief  Privileges  of  the  Town,  par- 
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fcicularly  the  Judicature  of  Life  and  Death,  do 
Pill  belong.  Between  Geneva  and  this  lies  the 
Lake,  which  at  the  one  End  is  call’d  the  Lake 
of  Geneva ,  and  at  the  other  the  Lake  of  Lau- 
fanne.  I  need  not  mention  the  Dimenfions  of 
it,  which  are  fo  well  known,  only  in  fome  Pla¬ 
ces  the  Depth  has  never  been  found,  for  it  is 
more  than  live  hundred  Fathom.  The  Banks  of 
the  Lake  are  the  beautifullell  Plots  of  Ground 
that  can  be  imagin’d,  for  they  look  as  if  they 
had  been  laid  by  Art ;  the  Sloping  is  fo  eafy  and 
fo  equal,  and  the  Grounds  are  fo  well  cultivated 
and  peopled,  that  a  more  delightful  Profpedf 
cannot  be  feen  any  where.  The  Lake  is  well 
Pock’d  with  excellent  Filh,  but  their  Numbers 
do  fenfibly  decreafe,  and  one  Sort  is  quite  loP. 
It  is  not  only  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Ravenoufnefs 
of  the  Pikes  that  abound  in  it,  but  to  another 
fort  of  Fifh  that  they  call  Moutails ,  which  were 
never  taken  in  the  Lake  till  within  thefe  fix 
Years  lap  pap.  They  are  in  the  Lake  of  Neuf- 
chat  el,  and  fome  of  the  other  Lakes  of  Switzer¬ 
land  ;  and  it  is  likely  that  by  fome  Conveyance- 
under  Ground  they  may  have  come  into  Chan¬ 
nels  that  fall  into  this  'Lake.  The  Water  of 
the  Lake  is  all  clear  and  freOi.  *It  is  not  only 
a  great  Pond  made  by  the  Rhone ,  that  runs  into 
it,  but  does  not  pafs  through  it  unmixt,  as  fome 
Travellers  have  fondly  imagin’d  ;  becaufe  fome- 
times  a  foft  Gale  makes  a  curling  of  the  Water 
in  fome  Places,  which  runs  fmooth  in  the  Places 
over  which  that  foft  Breath  of  Wind  does  not 
p£fs,  the  Gale  varying  its  Place  often  ;  but  it  is 
believ’d,  that  there  are  alfo  many  great  Foun¬ 
tains 
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tains  all  over  the  Lake.  Thefe  Springs  do  very 
probably  flow  from  fome  vaft  Cavities  that  are  in 
the  neighbouring  Mountains,  which  are  as  great 
Cifterns,  that  difcharge  themfelves  in  the  Val¬ 
leys  which  are  cover’d  over  with  Lakes.  And 
on  the  two  Sides  of  the  Alps^  both  North  and 
South,  there  is  fo  great  a  Number  of  thofe  little 
Seas,  that  it  may  be  eafily  guefled  they  muft 
have  vaft  Sources,  that  feed  fo  conftantly  thofe 
huge  Ponds.  And  when  one  confiders  the 
Height  of  thofe  Hills,  the  Chain  of  fo  many  of 
them  together,  and  their  Extent  both  in  Length 
and  Breadth  3  if  at  firft  he  thinks  of  the  old  Fa¬ 
bles  of  laying  one  Hill  upon  the  top  of  another, 
he  will  be  afterwards  apt  to  imagine,  according 
to  the  ingenious  Conjecture  of  one  that  travell’d 
over  them  oftner  than  once,  that  thefe  cannot 
be  the  primary  Productions  of  the  Author  of 
Nature,  but  are  the  vaft  Ruins  of  the  firft 
World,  w^iich  at  the  Deluge  broke  here  into  fo 
many  Inequalities. 

Onp  Hill  not  far  from  Geneva ,  call’d  Maudit , 
or  Curfed ,  of  which  one  third  is  always  covered 
with  Snow,  is  two  Miles  of  perpendicular 
Height,  according  to  the  Obfervation  of  that  in¬ 
comparable  Mathematician  and  Philofopher  Ni¬ 
colas  Fatio  Duilier ,  who  at  twenty  two  Years  of 
Age,  is  already  one  of  the  greateft  Men  of  his 
Age,  and  feems  to  be  born  to  carry  Learning 
fome  Sizes  beyond  what  it  has  yet  attain’d. 

But  now  I  will  entertain  you  a  little  with  the 
State  of  Bern  ;  for  that  Canton  alone  is  above  a 
third  Part  of  all  Switzerland .  I  will  fay  nothing 
of  its  Beginning  nor  Hiftory  3  nor  will  I  enlarge 
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upon  the  Conftitution,  which  are  all  well  known. 
It  has  a  Council  of  Two  Hundred ,  that  goes  by 
that  Name,  tho’  it  confifts  almoft  of  three  hun« 
dred  ;  and  another  of  Twenty  Five ,  as  Geneva . 
The  Chief  Magiftrates  are  two  Advoyers ,  who 
are  not  annual,  as  the  Syndics  of  Geneva ,  but 
are  for  Life,  and  have  an  Authority  not  unlike 
that  of  the  Roman  Confuls,  each  being  his  Year 
by  turns  the  Advoyer  in  Office.  After  them 
there  are  the  four  Bannerets ,  who  anfwer  to  the 
Tribimes  of  the  People  in  Rome ;  then  come  the 
two  Burfars  or  Treafurers,  one  for  the  antient 
German  Territory,  the  other  for  the  French 
Territory,  or  the  Country  of  Vaud ;  and  the 
two  laft  chofen  of  the  Twenty  Fivey  are  called 
the  Secrets  ;  for  to  them  all  Secrets  relating  to 
the  State  are  difcover’d  ;  and  they  have  an  Au¬ 
thority  of  calling  the  Two  Hundred  together 
when  they  think  fit,  and  of  accufing  thofe  of 
the  Magiftracy,  the  Advoyers  themfelves  not 
excepted,  as  they  fee  Caufe  ;  tho’  this  falls  out 
feldom. 

There  are  feventy  two  Bailiages ,  into  which 
the  whole  Canton  of  Bern  is  divided  ;  and  in 
every  one  of  thofe  there  is  a  Bailiff  named  by 
the  Council  of  Two  Hundred ,  who  muff  be  a 
Citizen  of  Bern ,  and  one  of  the  Two  Hundred , 
to  which  Council  no  Man  can  be  chofen  till  he 
is  married.  Thefe  Bailiages  are'  Employments 
both  of  Honour  and  Profit,  for  the  Bailiff'  is 
the  Governor  and  Judge  in  that  Jurifdidtion  ; 
fince  tho?  he  has  fome  Affeffors ,  who  are  chofen 
out  of  the  Bailiage ,  yet  he  may  by  his  Authori¬ 
ty  carry  Matters  which  way  he  will,  againft  all 
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their  Opinions,  and  the  Bailiff's  have  all  the 
Conhfcations  and  Fines ;  fo  that  Drinking  being 
fo  common  in  the  Country,  and  that  producing 
many  Quarrels,  the  Bailiff  makes  his  Advan¬ 
tage  of  all  thofe  Diforders  ;  and  in  the  fix  Years 
of  his  Government,  according  to  the  Quality  of 
his  Bailiage ,  he  not  only  lives  by  it,  but  will 
carry  perhaps  twenty  thoufand  Crowns  with  him 
back  to  Bern ,  on  which  he  lives  till  he  can  carry 
another  Bailiage  :  For  one  is  capable  of  being 
twice  Bailiff  \  and  tho’  fome  have  been  thrice 
Bailiffs ,  this  is  very  extraordinary.  The  Ex¬ 
actions  of  the  Bailiff  are  the  only  Impofitions  or 
Charges  to  which  the  Inhabitants  are  fubje&ed  ; 
and  thefe  falling  only  on  the  Irregularities  and 
Diforders  of  the  more  Debauch’d,  makes  that 
this  Grievance,  tho5  in  fome  particular  Cafes  it 
prefTes  hard,  yet  is  not  fo  univerfally  felt ;  for  a 
fober  and  regular  Man  is  in  no  Danger.  Many 
in  this  Canton  are  (as  in  England )  Lords  of 
Caftels  or  Manors,  and  have  a  JurifdiClion  an¬ 
nex’d  to  their  Effates,  and  name  their  Magi- 
ilrate,  who  is  call’d  the  Caffellan .  In  Matters 
of  fmall  Confequence  there  lies  no  Appeal  from 
him  to  the  Bailiff  \  but  beyond  the  Value  of 
two  Piftoles  an  Appeal  lies  ;  and  no  Sentence  of 
Death  is  executed  till  it  is  confirm’d  at  Bern . 
There  lies  alfo  an  Appeal  from  the  Bailiff  to  the 
Council  at  Bern.  There  are  many  Complaints 
of  the  Injuftice  of  the  Bailiffs  ;  but  their  Law 
is  fhort  and  clear,  fo  that  a  Suit  is  foon  ended  ; 
two  or  three  Hearings  are  the  mod  that  even  an 
intricate  Suit  amounts  to,  either  in  the  firfl  In- 
ihnce  before  the  Bailiff,  or  in  the  fecond  Judg¬ 
ment 
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ment  at  Bern .  The  Citizens  of  Bern  confider 
*  thefe  Bailiages  as  their  Inheritance  ;  and  they  are 
courted  in  this  State  perhaps  with  as  much  In¬ 
trigue,  as  was  ever  ufed  among  the  Romans  in 
the  Diftribution  of  their  Provinces :  And  fo  lit¬ 
tle  fignify  the  belt  Regulations,  when  there  are 
intrinfick  Difeafes  in  a  State,  that  tho’  there  is 
all  poffible  Precaution  ufed  in  the  Nomination 
of  thefe  Bailiffs ,  yet  that  has  not  preferved  this 
State  from  falling  under  fo  great  a  Mifchief  by 
thofe  little  Provinces  ;  that  as  it  has  already  in  a 
great  Meafure  corrupted  their  Morals,  fo  it  may 
hkely  turn  in  Conclufion  to  the  Ruin  of  this 
Republick.  All  the  Electors  give  their  Voices 
by  Ballot  ;  fo  that  they  are  free  from  all  After- 
Game  in  the  Nomination  of  the  Perfon.  All 
the  Kindred  of  the  Pretenders,  even  to  the  re¬ 
mote!!:  Degree,  are  excluded  from  voting,  as 
are  alfo  all  their  Creditors  ;  fo  that  none  can  vote 
but  thofe  who  feem  to  have  no  Intereft  in  the  If- 
fue  of  the  Competition  :  And  yet  there  is  fa 
much  Intrigue,  and  fo  great  a  Corruption  in  the 
Diitribution  of  thefe  Employments,  that  the 
whole  Bufinefs  in  which  all  Bern  is  ever  in  Mo¬ 
tion,  is,  the  catching  of  the  beft  Bailiages ,  on 
which  a  Family  will  have  its  Eye  for  many  Years 
before  they  fall.  For  the  Counfellors  of  Bern 
|  give  but  a  very  fmall  Share  of  their  Eftates  to 
their  Children  when  they  marry  them  ;  all  that 
t  they  propofe  is  to  make  a  Bailiage  fure  to 
lf  them  :  For  this  they  feaft  and  drink,  and  fpare 
t  nothing  by  which  they  may  make  fure  a  fuffici- 
s>  ent  Number  of  Votes  ;  but  it  is  the  Chamber  of 
*  the  Bannerets  that  admits  the  Pretenders  to  the 
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Competition.  When  the  Bailiff  is  chofen,  he 
takes  all  poifible  Methods  to  make  the  belt  of  it 
he  can,  and  lets  few  Crimes  pafs,  that  carry  ei¬ 
ther  Confifcations  or  Fines  after  them  :  His  J u- 
ftice  alfo  is  generally  fufpeCted.  It  is  true,  thofe 
of  the  Bailiage  may  complain  to  the  Council  at 
Bern ,  as  the  oppreffed  Provinces  did  anciently 
to  the  Senate  of  Rome  \  and  there  have  been  fe- 
vere  Judgments  againfl  fome  very  exorbitant  Bai¬ 
liffs  \  yet  as  Complaints  are  not  made,  except 
upon  great  Occafions,  which  are  not  often  given 
by  the  Bailiffs ,  fo  it  being  the  general  In  ter  eft 
of  the  Citizens  of  Bern  to  make  all  poffible  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  thofe  Employments,  the  Cenfure 
wall  be  but  gentle,  except  the  Complaint  is 
crying. 

In  Bern  there  is  very  little  Trade,  only  what 
is  neceffary  for  the  Support  of  the  Town.  They 
maintain  Profeffors  in  the  Univerfities  of  Bern 
and  Laufanne  ;  the  one  for  the  German  Territo¬ 
ry,  which  is  the  ancient  Canton,  and  the  other 
for  the  new  Conqueft,  which  is  the  French  :  In 
the  former  there  are  about  three  hundred  Pa- 
rifhes  ;  in  the  latter  there  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  :  But  in  the  Benefices  of  the  German 
Side,  the  ancient  Rights  of  the  Incumbents  are 
generally  preferved  fo,  that  fome  Benefices  are 
worth  a  thoufand  Crowns  ;  whereas  in  the  Pais 
de  Vaud  the  Provifions  are  fet  off  as  Salaries, 
and  are  generally  from  one  hundred  to  two 
hundred  Crowns.  It  is  vifible  that  thofe  of  Bern 
truft  more  to  the  Affections  and  Fidelity  of  their 
Subjects  than  to  the  Strength  of  their  Walls : 
For  as  they  have  never  finifh’d  them,  fo  what  is 
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built  cannot  be  brought  to  a  regular  Fortification  * 
And  it  is  not  preferv’d  with  any  Care,  nor  fur- 
nifh’d  with  Cannon  ;  but  if  they  have  none  on 
their  Ramparts,  they  have  good  Store  in  their 
Arfenal,  in  which  they  fay,  there  are  Arms  for 
forty  thoufand  Men. 

The  Peafants  are  generally  rich,  chiefly  on 
the  German  Side,  and  are  all  well  armed.  They 
pay  no  Duties  to  the  Publick,  and  the  Soil  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  great  Cultivation  ;  in  which  fome  fuc- 
ceed  fo  well,  that  I  was  fhew’d  fome  that  were 
by  iVccident  at  Bern ,  who,  as  I  was  told,  had 
of  Eftate  to  the  Value  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns,  but  that  is  not  ordinary  ;  yet  ten 
thoufand  Crowns  for  a  Peafant  is  no  extraordina¬ 
ry  Matter.  They  live  much  on  their  Milk  and 
Corn,  which  in  fome  Places,  as  about  Bayern , 
yields  an  Encreafe  of  fifteen  Meafures  after  one. 
They  breed  many  Horfes,  which  bring  them  in 
a  great  deal  of  Money.  The  worft  Thing  in  the 
Country  is  the  Moifture  of  the  Air,  which  is 
not  only  occafion’d  by  the  many  Lakes  that  are 
in  it,  and  the  neighbouring  Mountains  that  are 
cover’d  with  Snow,  fome  all  the  Summer  long, 
and  the  reft  till  Midfummer,  but  by  the  vaft 
Quantity  of  Woods  of  Fir-Trees,  which  feem 
to  fill  very  near  half  of  their  Soil :  And  if  thefe 
were  for  the  mod  part  rooted  out,  as  they  would 
have  much  more  Soil,  fo  their  Air  would  be 
much  purer  ;  yet  till  they  find  either  Coal  or 
Turf  for  their  Fewel,  this  cannot  be  done.  I 
was  told  that  they  had  found  Coal  in  fome  Pla¬ 
ces  :  If  the  Coal  is  conveniently  fituated,  fo 
that  by  their  Lakes  and  Rivers  it  can  be  eaflly 
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carried  over  the  Country,  it  may  fave  them  a 
great  Extent  of  Ground,  that  2s  it  is  cover’d 
with  Wood,  fo  the  Air  becomes  thereby  the 
more  unwholfome. 

They  have  fome  Fountains  of  Salt-Water, 
but  the  making  Salt  confumes  fo  much  Wood, 
that  hitherto  it  has  not  turn’d  to  any  account. 

The  Men  are  generally  fin  cere,  but  heavy  : 
They  think  it  necefTary  to  correct  the  Moifture 
of  the  Air  with  liberal  Entertainments ;  and 
they  are  well  furnifh’d  with  all  necefTary  Ingre¬ 
dients  ;  for  as  their  Soil  produces  good  Cattle, 
fo  their  Lakes  abound  in  Fifh,  and  their  Woods 
in  Fowl;  the  Wine  is  alfo  light  and  good. 
The  Women  are  generally  employ’d  in  their 
domeflick  Affairs  ;  and  the  Wives  even  of  the 
chief  MagifTrates  of  Bern ,  look  into  all  the 
Concerns  of  the  Houfe  and  Kitchen,  as  much 
as  the  Wives  of  the  meanefl  Peafants.  Men 
and  Women  do  not  converfe  promifcuoufly  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  the  W omen  are  fo  much  amufed 
with  the  Management  at  Home,  and  enter  fo 
little  into  Intrigues,  that  among  them,  as  an 
eminent  Phyfician  there  told  me,  they  know  not 
zvbat  Vapours  are ,  which  he  imputed  to  the 
Idlenefs  and  Intrigues  that  abound  elfewhere ; 
whereas,  he  faid,  among  them  the  Blood  was 
cleanfed  by  their  Labour  ;  and  as  that  made 
them  fleep  well,  fo  they  did  not  amufe  them- 
felves  with  much  thinking,  nor  did  they  know 
what  Amours  were.  The  third  Adultery  is 
punifh’d  with  Death  ;  which  is  alfo. the  Punifh- 
ment  of  the  fifth  A6T  of  Fornication,  of  which 
1  faw  an  Inffance  while  I  was  in  Bern  :  For  a 
*  \V  inman 
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Woman  who  confefs’d  herfelf  guilty  of  many 
Whoredoms,  and  defign’d  to  be  revenged  on 
fome  Men  that  did  not  furnilh  her  liberally  with 
Money,  was  upon  that  condemned  and  exe¬ 
cuted.  The  Manner  was  folemn  ;  for  the  Ad~ 
voyer  comes  into  an  open  Bench  in  the  middle 
of  the  Street,  and  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
People,  the  whole  Procefs  was  read,  and  Sen¬ 
tence  was  pronounced  in  the  hearing  of  ail  ^ 
the  Counfellors  both  of  the  great  and  lefter 
Council  ftanding  about  the  Advoyer ,  who  after 
Sentence  took  the  Criminal  very  gently  by  the 
Hand,  and  pray’d  for  her  Soul ;  and  after  Exe¬ 
cution,  there  was  a  Sermon  for  the  Inftrudtion 
of  the  People. 

The  whole  State  is  difpofed  for  War  ;  for 
every  Man  that  can  bear  Arms  is  lifted,  and 
knows  his  Poft  and  Arms ;  and  there  are  Bea¬ 
cons  fo  laid  over  the  Country,  that  the  Signal 
can  run  over  the  whole  Canton  in  a  Night ;  and 
their  military  Lifts  are  fo  laid,  that  every  Man 
knows  whether  he  is  to  come  out  upon  the  firft 
or  fecond,  or  not  till  the  general  Summons. 
They  allured  me  at  Bern ,  that  upon  a  general 
Summons  they  could  bring  above  eighty  Tbou- 
fand  Men  together.  The  Men  are  robuft  and 
ftrong,  and  capable  of  great  Hardftiip,  and  of 
good  Difcipline,  and  have  generally  an  extreme 
Senfe  of  Liberty,  and  a  great  Love  to  their 
Country  ;  but  they  labour  under  a  Want  of 
Officers.  And  tho’  the  Subjects  of  the  State 
are  rich,  yet  the  Publick  is  poor  ;  they  can 
well  refill  a  fudden  Invafion  of  their  Country, 
but  they  would  foon  grow  weary  of  a  long 
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War ;  and  the  Soil  requires  fo  much  Cultiva¬ 
tion,  that  they  could  not  fpare  from  their  La¬ 
bour,  the  Men  that  would  be  neceflary  to  pre- 
ferve  their  Country.  They  were  indeed  as 
happy  as  a  People  could  be,  when  the  Empe¬ 
ror  had  Alface  on  the  one  Hand,  and  the 
Spaniards  had  the  Franche  Comte  on  the  other  ; 
they  had  then  no  Reafon  to  fear  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  :  But  now  that  both  thofe  Provinces  are 
in  the  Hands  of  the  French ,  the  Cafe  is  quite 
alter’d  ;  for  as  Bafil  is  every  Moment  in  Danger 
from  the  Garrifon  of  Hunningen ,  that  is  but  a 
Cannon-fhot  diflant  from  it ;  fo  all  the  Pais  de 
Vaud  lies  open  to  the  Franche  Comte ,  and  has 
neither  fortified  Places  nor  good  Pafies  to  fe- 
cure  it.  So  that  their  Error  in  fuffering  this  to 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  French  was  fo  grofs, 
that  I  took  fome  Pains  to  be  informed  con¬ 
cerning  it,  and  will  here  give  you  this  Account 
that  I  had  from  one  who  was  then  in  a  very 
eminent  Poll: ;  fo  that  as  he  certainly  knew  the 
Secret,  he  feemed  to  fpeak  fincerely  to  me. 
He  told  me ,  that  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  had 
often  moved  in  the  Councils  of  War,  that  the 
Invafion  of  France  ought  to  be  made  on  that 
Side  in  which  France  lay  open,  and  was  very 
ill  fortified.  This  he  repeated  often,  and  it 
was  known  in  France ;  fo  that  the  King  re- 
folved  to  pofiefs  himfelf  of  the* Comte ^  but  ufed 
that  Precaution,  that  fearing  to  provoke  the 
Szvitzers,  he  offered  a  Neutrality  on  that  Side: 
But  the  Spaniards  who  judged  right,  that  it 
was  as  much  the  Intereft  of  the  Cantons,  as  it 
was  theirs,  to  preferve  the  Comte  in  their  Hands, 
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refufed  to  confent  to  it ;  but  they  took  no 
Care  to  defend  it,  and  feem’d  to  leave  that  to 
the  Switzers. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  French  Money  went 
about  very  liberally  at  Bern  ;  and  after  thofe 
that  were  moft  likely  to  make  Oppofition  were 
gain’d,  the  French  Minifter  propofed  to  them 
the  Neceffity  in  which  his  Mailer  found  himfelf 
engaged  to  fecure  himfelf  on  that  Side  ;  but 
that  ftill  he  would  grant  a  Neutrality  on  their 
Account,  if  the  Spaniards  would  agree  to  it ; 
and  with  this,  all  the  AITurances  that  could  be 
given  in  Words  were  offered  to  them,  that  they 
fhould  never  find  the  leaf!  Prejudice  from  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  French ,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  all  poflible  Protection.  There  was  juft 
Caufe  given  by  t’h^  Spaniards  to  confider  them 
very  little  in  their  Deliberation  j  for  they  would 
neither  accept  of  the  Neutrality,  nor  fend  a 
confiderable  Force  to  preferve  the  Country,  fo 
that  it  feemed  almoft  inevitable  to  give  Way 
to  the  French  Proportion.  But  one  propofed 
that  which  an  unbiafs’d  Affembly  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  accepted,  that  they  fhould  go  them- 
felves  and  take  the  Country,  and  by  fo  doing 
they  would  fecure  the  Neutrality,  which  was 
all  ‘the  French  pretended  to  defire  ;  and  they 
might  eafily  fatisfy  the  Spaniards ,  and  reimburle 
themfelves  of  the  Expence  of  the  Invafion,  by 
reftoring  the  Country  to  them,  when  a  general 
Peace  fhould  be  made.  He  laid  out  the  Mifery 
to  which  their  Country  mu  ft  be  reduced  by  fo 
powerful  a  Neighbour  j  but  all  was  loft  La¬ 
bour  5  fo  he  went  out  in  a  Rage,  and  publifh’d 
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thro’  the  Town  that  the  State  was  fold ,  and  all 
was  loft.  They  now  fee  their  Error  too  late, 
aud  would  repair  it  if  it  were  poffible  ,  but  the 
Truth  is,  many  of  the  particular  Members  of 
this  State  do  fo  prey  upon  the  Publick,  that 
tinlefs  they  do  with  one  Confent  reform  thofe 
Abufes,  they  will  never  be  in  a  Condition  to  do 
much  i  for  in  many  of  their  Baihages ,  Oi 
which  fome  are  Abbeys ,  the  Bailiff's  not  only 
feed  on  the  Subjefts,  but  likewife  on  the  State, 
and  pretend  they  are  fo  far  fuper-expended, 
that  they  difcount  a  great  deal  of  the  publick 
Revenue  (of  which  they. are  the  Receivers)^  for 
their  Reimburfment.  Which  made  Mr.  D’Er- 
lack  once  fay,  when  one  of  thofe  Accounts  was 
prefented,  That  it  was  very  jl range,  if  the 
Abbey  could  not  feed  the  Monks.  It  is  true,  the 
Power  of  their  Bannerets  is  fo  great,  that  one 
would  think  they  might .  redrefs  many  Abufes. 
The  City  of  Bern  is  divided  into  four  Bodies, 
not  unlike  our  Companies  of  London ,  which  are 
the  Bakers,  the  Butchers,  the  Tanners,  and  the 
Blackfmiths ;  and  every  Citizen  of  Bern  doth 
incorporate  himfelf  into  one  of  thefe  Societies, 
which  they  call  Abbeys ;  for  it  is  likely  they  were 
antiently  a  fort  of  religious  Fraternity.  Every 
one  of  thefe  choofes  two  Bannerets ,  who  bear 
Office  by  turns  from  four  Years  to  four  Years ; 
and  every  one  of  them  has  a  Bailiage  annex’d 
to  his  Office,  which  he  holds  for  Life.  They 
carry  their  Name  from  the  Banners  of  the  fe- 
veral  Abbeys ,  as  the  Gonfaloniers  of  Italy  j  and 
the  Advoycrs  carry  ftill  their  Name  from  the 
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Title  of  the  chief  Magiftrates  of  the  Towns  in 
the  Times  of  the  Ro?nan  Emperors.  The 
Chamber  of  the  four  Bannerets  that  bear  Office 
have  a  vaft  Power  ;  they  examine  and  pafs  all 
Accompts,  and  they  admit  all  the  Competitors 
to  any  Offices ;  fo  that  no  Man  can  be  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Council  of  two  Hundred  without 
their  Approbation ;  and  this  being  now  the 
chief  Intrigue  of  their  State,  they  have  fo  abfo- 
lute  an  Authority  in  fhutting  Men  out  from 
Employments,  that  their  Office,  which  is  for 
Life,  is  no  lefs  confiderable  than  that  of  the 
Advoyer ,  tho’  they  are  inferior  to  him  in  Rank* 
They  manage  Matters  with  great  Addrefs,  of 
which  this  Inftance  was  given  me  in  a  Compe¬ 
tition  for  the  Advoyerjbip  not  along  ago.  There 
was  one  whofe  Temper  was  violent,  that  had 
made  it  fo  fure  among  thofe  that  were  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  it,  as  being  neither  of  his  Kin¬ 
dred  nor  Alliance,  that  they  believed  he  would 
carry  it  from  the  other  Competitor  whom  they 
favour’d  ;  fo  they  fet  up  a  third  Competitor^ 
whofe  Kindred  were  the  Perfons  that  were 
made  fure  to  him  whofe  Advancement  they  op- 
pnfed,  and  by  this  Means  they  were  all  fhufc 
out  from  voting,  fo  that  the  Ele&ion  went  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Defign  of  the  Bannerets .  The 
chief  Man  now  in  Bern ,  who  was  the  reisninp* 
Advoyer  when  I  was  there,  is  Mr.  D* Er lack , 
Nephew  to  that  Mr.  D’ Erlack  who  was  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Brifack ,  and  had  a  Brevet  to  be  a 
Marfhal  of  France .  This  is  one  of  the  nobleib 
Families  in  Bern ,  that  a&ed  a  great  Part  in 
fhaking  off  the  Aujlyian  Tyranny  5  and  they 
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have  been  ever  fince  very  much  diftinguifh’d 
there  from  all  the  reft  of  their  Nobility.  The 
prefent  Head  of  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  Man  ; 
he  has  a  great  Authority  in  his  Canton,  not 
only  as  he  is  Advoyer ,  but  by  the  particular 
Efteem  which  is  paid  him.  For  he  is  thought 
the  wifeft  and  worthieft  Man  of  the  State  >  tho 
it  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  how  he  fhould  bear  fo 
great  a  Sway  in  fuch  a  Government  \  for  he 
neither  feafts  nor  drinks  with  the  reft.  He  is  a 
Man  of  great  Sobriety  and  Gravity,  very  re- 
ferved,  and  behaves  himfelf  more  like  a  Mi- 
nifter  of  State  in  a  Monarchy,  than  a  Magi- 
ftrate  in  a  popular  Government ;  for  one  fees 
in  him  none  of  thofe  Arts  that  feem  neceftary 
in  fuch  a  Government.  He  has  a  great  Eftate, 
and  no  Children  ;  fo  he  has  no  Pi  for  his 
Family  ;  and  does  what  he  can .  to  correct  the 
Abufes  of  the  State  ;  tho’  the  Difeafe  is  invete¬ 
rate,  and  feems  paft  Cure. 

He  had  a  Misfortune  in  a  War  that  was 
thirty  Years  ago  (in  the  Year  1656?)  between 
the  Popifh  and  the  Proteftant  Cantons 5  the  Oc- 
cafton  of  which  will  engage  me  in  a  fhort  Di- 
greffion.  The  Peace  of  < Switzerland  is  chiefly 
preferv’d  by  a  Law  agreed  on  among  all  the 
Cantons,  that  every  Canton  may  make  what 
Regulations  concerning  Religion  they  think  fit, 
without  Prejudice  to  the  general  League.  Now 
the  Popifh  "Cantons  have  made  Laws,  that  it 
fhall  be  capital  to  any  to  change  their  Religion  ; 
and  on  a  fet  Day  every  Year,  they  go  all  to 
Mafs,  and  the  Mafters  of  Families  fwear  to 
continue  true  to  the  State,  and  firm  in  their 
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Religion  to  their  Lives  End  ;  and  To  they  pre¬ 
tend  they  punifh  their  falling  into  Herefy  with 
Death  and  Confiscation  of  Goods*  becaufe  it  is 
a  Violation  of  the  Faith  which  is  fo  Solemnly 
fworn.  But  on  the  other  Hand,  in  the  Prote- 
Slant  Cantons,  fuch  as  turn,  are  only  obliged  to 
go  and  live  out  of  the  Canton  ;  but  for  their 
Eftates,  they  firill  preferve  them,  and  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  fell  them.  One  cannot  but  obferve 
more  of  the  merciful  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel  in  the 
one,  than  in  the  other.  In  two  Cantons,  Ap * 
penzel  and  Glaris ,  both  Religions  are  tolerated, 
and  are  capable  of  equal  Privileges  ;  and  in 
fome  Bailiages  that  were  conquered  in  common 
by  the  Cantons  of  Bern  and  Friburgy  in  the 
Wars  with  Savoy y  the  two  Cantons  name  the 
Bailiffs  by  turns  ;  and  both  Religions  are  ib 
equally  tolerated,  that  in  the  fame  Church  they 
have  both  Mafs  and  Sermon  fo  equally,  that  on 
one  Sunday  the  Mafs  begins,  and  the  Sermon 
follows,  and  the  next  Sunday  the  Sermon  be¬ 
gins,  '  and  the  Mafs  comes  after,  without  the 
leaft  Diforder  or  Murmuring:. 

But  in  the  Year  1656,  fome  of  the  Cantons 
of  Scbwitz  changing  their  Religion,  and  retiring 
to  Zurich ,  their  Eftates  were  confiscated  ;  and 
fome  others  that  had  alfo  changed,  but  had  not 
left  the  Canton  ,  were  taken  and  beheaded. 
Zurich  demanded  the  Efiates  of  the  Refugees  ; 
but  inftead  of  granting  this ,  the  Canton  of 
Scbwitz  demanded  back  their  Subjedls  ,  that 
they  might  proceed  againfc  them  as  Delin¬ 
quents  ;  and  they  founded  this  on  a  Law  by 
which  the  Cantons  are  obliged  to  deliver  up  the 
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Criminals  of  another  Canton  when  they  come 
among  them,  if  they  are  demanded  by*  the 
Canton  to  which  they  belong.  But  thofe  of 
*Zurich  and  Bern  thought  this  was  both  inhuman 
and  unchriftian  ;  tho’  the  Deputy  of  Bafd  was 
of  another  Mind,  and  thought  that  they  ought 
to  be  deliver’d  up,  wThich  extremely  difgufted 
thofe  of  Zurich.  Thofe  of  Schwitz  committed 
fome  Infolencies  upon  the  Subjects  of  Zurich , 
and  refufed  to  give  Satisfaction.  Upon  all  which 
a  War  follow’d  between  the  Proteffant  and 
Popifh  Cantons.  The  Cantons  of  Bern  and  Zu¬ 
rich  raifed  an  Army  of  twenty  five  Thoufand 
Men,  which  was  commanded  by  Mr.  D'Erlack , 
but  was  difperfed  in  feveral  Bodies :  And  the 
Papifts,  who  had  not  above  fix  Thoufand,  yet 
furprized  Mr.  D’ Erlach  with  a  Body  much  fu*> 
perior  to  theirs.  Both  Sides  after  a  fhort  En¬ 
gagement  ran ;  the  Cannon  of  the  Canton  of 
Bern  was  left  in  the  Field  a  whole  Day  ;  at  laft 
thofe  of  Lucern ,  feeing  that  none  ftaid  to  defend 
the  Cannon,  carried  them  off.  This  Lofs  raifed 
fuch  a  Tumult  in  Bern ,  that  they  feemed  re- 
folved  to  facrifice  Mr.  D'  Erlach  -}  but  he  came 
with  fuch  a  Prefence  of  Mind,  and  gave  fa 
fatisfying  an  Account  of  the  Misfortune,  that 
the  Tumult  ceafed,  and  foon  after  the  War 
ended.  Upon  this  many  thought,  that  tho’  the 
Papifts  acled  cruelly,  yet  it  was  according  to 
their  Laws,  and  that  no  other  Canton  could 
pretend  to  interpofe  or  quarrel  with  thofe  of 
jichwitz ,  for  what  they  did  upon  that  Occa- 
jion.  Within  thefe  few  Years  there  were  fome 
Quarrels  like  to  arife  in  the  Canton  of  G laris , 
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where  it  was  faid,  that  the  equal  Privileges 
agreed  on  to  both  Religions  were  not  preferv’d. 
But  on  this  Occafion  the  Pope’s  Nuncio  adted  a 
very  different  Part  from  that  which  might  have 
been  expected  from  him.  For  whereas  the  Mi  - 
nifiers  of  that  Court  have  been  commonly  the 
Incendiaries  in  all  the  Difputes  that  concern 
Religion,  he  a<Red  rather  the  Part  of  a  Media- 
tor.  And  whereas  it  was  vifible,  that  the  In- 
juftice  lay  on  the  Side  of  the  Papifts,  he  inter- 
pofed  fo  effefifually  with  thofe  of  Lucern ,  which 
is  the  chief  of  the  Popifh  Cantons,  that  the  Dif¬ 
ference  was  compofed. 

But  to  return  to  "Bern .  The  Buildings  have 
neither  great  Magnificence,  nor  many  Apart¬ 
ments  ;  but  they  are  convenient,  and  failed  to 
the  Way  of  living  in  that  Country.  The  Streets 
not  only  of  Bern  and  the  bigger  Towns,  but 
even  of  the  fmallefi:  Villages,  are  furnifh’d  v/ith 
Fountains  that  run  continually,  which,  as  they 
are  of  great  Ufe,  fo  they  want  not  their  Beauty. 
1  he  great  Church  of  Bern  is  a  very  noble  Fa- 
brick  :  but  being  built  on  the  Top  of  the  Hill 
on  which  the  Town  hands,  it  feems  the  Ground 
began  to  fail  ;  fo  to  fupport  it  they  have  railed 
a  vafi :  Fabrick,  which  has  coft  more  than  the 
Church  itfelf ;  for  there  is  a  Platform  made 
which  is  a  Square,  to  which  the  Church  is  one 
Side,  and  the  farther  Side  is  a  vafi:  Wall,  forti¬ 
fied  with  Buttrefies  about  an  Hundred  and  fifty 
Foot  high.  They  told  me,  that  all  the  Ground- 
down  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Hill  was  dug  into 
Vaults.  This  Platform  is  the  chief  Walk  of 
the  Town,  chiefly  about  Surt-fet  \  and  the 
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River  underneath  prefents  a  very  beautiful  Pro* 
fpecf.  For  there  is  a  Cut  taken  off  from  it 
for  the  Mills  ;  but  all  along  as  this  Cut  goes, 
the  Water  of  the  Aar  runs  over  a  floping  Bank 
of  Stone,  which  they  fay  was  made  at  a  vaft 
Charge,  and  makes  a  noble  and  large  Cafcade. 

The  fecond  Church  is  the  Dominicans  Chapel, 
where  J  faw  the  famous  Hole  that  went  to  an 
Ima^e  in  the  Church  from  one  of  the  Cells  of 
the  Dominicans ,  which  leads  me  to  fet  down 
that  Story  at  fome  Length :  For  as  it  was  one 
of  the  moft  frgnal  Cheats  that  the  World  has 
known,  fo  it  falling  out  about  twenty  Years  be¬ 
fore  the  Reformation  was  received  at  Bern ,  it 
is  very  probable  that  it  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  preparing  of  the  Spirits  of  the  People  to 
that  Change.  I  am  the  more  able  to  give  a 
particular  Account  of  it,  becaufe  I  read  the 
Original  Procefs  in  the  Latin  Record,  figned  by 
the  Notaries  of  the  Court  of  Delegates,  that  the 
Pope  fent  to  try  the  Matter.  The  Record  is 
above  one  Hundred  and  thirty  Sheets,  writ  clofe 
on  both  Sides,  it  being  indeed  a  large  Volume: 
And  I  found  the  printed  Accounts  fo  defec¬ 
tive,  that  I  was  at  the  Pains  of  reading  the 
whole  Procefs,  of  which  I  will  give  here  a  true 
AbflratR. 

T  he  two  famous  Orders  that  had  poffefs’d 
themfelves  of  the  Efteem  of  thofe  dark  Ages, 
were  engaged  in  a  mighty  Rivalry.  The  Do - 
mini  cans  were  the  more  learned  ;  they  were  the 
eminenteft  Preachers  of  thofe  Times,  and  had 
the  Conduct  of  the  Courts  of  Inquifition,  and 
the  other  chief  Offices  in  the  Church  in  their 
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Hands,  But  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Franc  1 \f 
cans  had  an  outward  Appearance  of  more  Seve¬ 
rity,  a  ruder  Habit,  flridfer  Rules,  and  greater 
Poverty  ;  all  which  gave  them  fuch  Advantages 
in  the  Eyes  of  the  fimple  Multitude,  as  were 
able  to  balance  the  other  Honours  of  the  Domi¬ 
nican  Order.  In  fhort,  the  two  Orders  were 
engaged  in  a  high  Rivalry  ;  but  the  Devotion, 
towards  the  Virgin  being  the  prevailing  Paffion 
of  thofe  Times,  the  Francifcans  upon  this  had 
great  Advantages.  The  Dominicans ,  that  are 
all  engaged  in  the  Defence  of  Thomas  Aquinas' s 
Opinions,  were  thereby  obliged  to  affert,  that 
fhe  was  born  in  Original  Sin.  This  was  pro- 
pofed  to  the  People  by  the  Francifcans ,  as  no 
lefs  than  Blafphemy  ;  and  by  this  the  Domini¬ 
cans  began  to  lofe  Ground  extremely  in  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  who  were  flrongly  pte- 
poffefs’d  in  favour  of  the  immaculate  Concep¬ 
tion. 

About  the  Beginning  of  the  fifteenth  Cen¬ 
tury,  a  Francifcan  happen’d  to  preach  in  Franck - 
fort ;  and  one  Wigand ,  a  Dominican ,  coming 
into  the  Church ,  the  Cordelier  feeing  him, 
broke  out  into  Exclamations,  praifmg  God  that 
he  was  not  of  an  Order  that  prophaned  the 
Virgin,  or  that  poifon’d  Princes  in  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  (for  a  Dominican  had  poifon’d  the  Em¬ 
peror  Henry  VII.  with  the  Sacrament ;)  Wigand 
being  extremely  provoked  with  this  bloody  Re¬ 
proach,  gave  him  the  Lie  ;  upon  which  a  Dis¬ 
pute  arofe,  which  ended  in  a  Tumult,  that  had 
almoft  coft  the  Dominican  his  Life  ;  yet  he  got 
away.  The  whole  Order  refolved  to  take  their 
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Revenge  ;  and  in  a  Chapter  held  at  Vimpfen  in  the 
Year  1504,  they  contrived  a  Method  for  fup- 
porting  the  Credit  of  their  Order,  which  was 
much  funk  in  the  Opinion  of  the  People,  and 
for  bearing  down  the  Reputation  of  the  Fran - 
a  jeans  :  Four  of  the  Junto  undertook  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  Defign  ;  for  they  faid,  fince  the 
People  were  fo  much  difpofed  to  believe  Dreams 
and  Fables,  they  muft  dream  on  their  Side,* 
and  endeavour  to  cheat  the  People  as  well  as 
the  others  had  done.  They  refolved  to  make 
Bern  the  Scene  in  which  the  Projedf  (hould  be 
put  in  Execution  ;  for  they  found  the  People  of 
Bern  at  that  Time  apt  to  fwallow  any  Thing, 
and  not  difpofed  to  make  fevere  Enquiries  into 
extraordinary  Matters.  When  they  had  formed 
their  Defign,  a  fit  Tool  prefented  itfelf ;  for 
one  jetzer  came  to  take  their  Habit  as  a  Lay- 
Brother,  who  had  all  the  Difpofitions  that  were 
necefifary  for  the  Execution  of  their  Projedf  ; 
for  he  was  extreme  fimple,  and  much  inclined 
to  Aufterities :  So  having  obferved  his  Temper 
well,  they  began  to  execute  their  Project  the 
very  Night  after  he  took  the  Habit,  which  was 
on  Lady-Day  1507.  One  of  the  Friers  con¬ 
vey’d  himfelf  fecretly  into  his  Cell ,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  as  if  he  had  been  in  Purgatory, 
in  a  ftrange  Figure,  and  he  had  a  Box  near  his 
Mouth,  upon  which,  as  he  blew,  Fire  feemed 
to  come  out  of  his  Mouth.  He  had  alfo  fome 
Dogs  about  him,  that  appeared  as  his  Tor¬ 
mentors.  In  this  Pollute  he  came  near  the 
Frier  while  he  was  in  Bed,  and  took  up  a  cele¬ 
brated  Story  that  they  ufed  to  tell  all  their 
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Friers,  to  beget  in  them  a  great  Dread  at  the 
laying  abide  their  Habit,  which  was,  that  one 
of  the  Order,  who  was  Superior  of  their  Hoube 
at  Solothurn ,  had  gone  to  Paris ,  but  laying 
abide  his  Habit,  wTas  kill’d  in  his  Lay-Habit, 
The  Frier  in  the  Vizard  baid  he  was  that  Per- 
fon,  and  was  condemned  to  Purgatory  for  that 
Crime;  but  he  added,  that  he  might  be  refcued 
out  of  it  by  his  Means ;  and  he  beconded  this 
with  moft  horrible  Cries,  expreffmg  the  Mibe- 
ries  which  he  buffer’d.  The  poor  Frier  Jetzer 
was  exceffively  frighted ;  but  the  other  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  required  a  Promibe  of  him  to  do 
that  which  he  fhould  debire  of  him,  in  order 
to  the  delivering  him  out  of  his  Torment, 
The  frighted  Frier  promibed  all  that  he  afked 
of  him.  Then  the  other  baid,  he  knew  he  was 
a  great  Saint,  and  that  his  Prayers  and  Morti¬ 
fications  would  prevail ;  but  they  muff  be  very 
extraordinary  :  The  whole  Monaftery  muff  for 
a  Week  together  difcipline  themfelves  with  a 
Whip,  and  he  muff  lie  proffrate  in  the  Form 
of  one  on  a  Crobs  in  one  of  their  Chapels, 
while  Mafs  was  baid  in  the  Sight  of  all  that 
fhould  come  together  to  it ;  and  he  added,  that 
it  he  did  this,  he  fhould  find  the  Effedls  of  the 
Love  that  the  blebied  Virgin  did  bear  him  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  many  other  extraordinary  Things  ; 
and  laid  he  would  appear  again  accompanied 
with  two  other  Spirits  ;  and  allured  him,  that 
all  that  he  did  buffer  for  his  Deliverance,  fhould 
■be  moft  gloriouily  rewarded.  Morning  was  no 
fooner  come,  than  the  Frier  gave  an  Account 
of  this  Apparition  to  the  reft  of  the  Convetit, 
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who  feemed  extremely  furprized  at  it :  They 
all  prefTed  him  to  undergo  the  Difcipline  that 
was  enjoin’d  him,  and  every  one  undertook  to 
bear  his  Share  ;  fo  the  deluded  Frier  perform’d 
it  all  exa&ly  in  one  of  the  Chapels  of  their 
Church.  This  drew  a  vaft  Number  of  Specta¬ 
tors  together,  who  all  confider’d  the  poor  Frier 
as  a  Saint ;  and  in  the  mean  while  the  four 
Friers  that  managed  the  Impofture,  magnified 
the  Miracle  of  the  Apparition  to  the  Skies  in 
their  Sermons.  The  Frier’s  ConfefTor  was  in 
the  fecret  ;  and  by  this  means  they  knew  all 
the  little  PafTages  of  the  poor  Frier’s  Life, 
even  to  his  Thoughts,  which  helped  them  not 
a  little  in  the  ConduCt  of  the  Matter.  The 
ConfefTor  gave  him  an  Hoftie ,  with  a  Piece  of 
Wood,  that  was,  as  he  pretended  ,  a  true 
Piece  cf  the  Crofs  ;  and  by  thefe  he  was  to 
fortify  himfelf,  if  any  other  Apparitions  fhould 
come  to  him  ;  fmce  evil  Spirits  would  be  cer¬ 
tainly  chained  up  by  them.  The  Night  after 
that,  the  former  x4pparition  was  renewed,  and 
the  mafqued  Frier  brought  two  others  with  him 
in  fuch  Vizards,  that  the  Frier  thought  they 
were  Devils  indeed.  The  Frier  prefented  the 
Hoftie  to  them,  which  gave  them  fuch  a  Check, 
that  he  was  fully  fatished  of  the  Vertue  of  this 
Prefer  vative. 

The  Frier  that  pretended  he  was  fuffering  in 
Purgatory,  faid  fo  many  Things  to  him  relating 
to  the  Secrets  of  his  Life  and  Thoughts,  which 
he  had  .from  his  ConfefTor,  that  the  poor  Frier 
was  fully  poffeiTed  with  the  Opinion  of  the  Re¬ 
ality  of  the  Apparition.  In  two  of  thefe  Appa¬ 
ritions 
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ritions  that  were  both  managed  in  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner,  the  Frier  in  the  Mafque  talk’d  much  of  the 
Dominican  Order,  which  he  faid  was  exceffively  * 
dear  to  the  Blefled  Virgin,  who  knew  herfelf  to 
be  conceived  in  Original  Sin,  and  that  the  Doc¬ 
tors  who  taught  the  contrary  were  in  Purgatory  : 
That  the  Story  of  St.  Bernard’s  appearing  with 
a  Spot  on  him,  for  having  oppofed  himfelf  to  the 
Feaft  of  the  Conception,  was  a  Forgery ;  but 
that  it  was  true,  that  fome  hideous  Flies  had  ap¬ 
pear’d  on  St.  Bonaventure’ s  Tomb,  who  taught 
the  contrary.  That  the  bleffed  Virgin  abhorr’d 
the  Cordeliers  for  making  her  equal  to  her  Son  : 
That  Scotus  was  damned,  whofe  Canonization 
the  Cordeliers  were  then  folliciting  hard  at  Rome ; 
and  that  the  Town  of  Bern  would  be  deftroy’d 
for  harbouring  fuch  Plagues  within  their  Walls. 
When  the  injoined  Difcipline  was  fully  perform¬ 
ed,  the  Spirit  appear’d  again,  and  faid,  he  was 
now  deliver’d  out  of  Purgatory  ;  but  before  he 
could  be  admitted  to  Heaven,  he  mud  receive 
the  Sacrament,  having  died  without  it ;  and  af¬ 
ter  that  he  would  fay  Mafs  for  thofe  who  had  by 
their  great  Charities  refcued  him  out  of  his  Pains. 
The  Frier  fancied  the  Voice  refembled  the  Prior’s 
a  little  ;  but  he  Was  then  fo  far  from  fufpedling 
any  Thing,  that  he  gave  no  great  heed  to  this 
Sufpicion.  Some  Days  after  this,  the  fame  Fri¬ 
er  appear’d  as  a  Nun  all  in  Glory,  and  told  the 
poor  Frier  that  fhe  was  St.  Barbara ,  for  whom 
he  had  a  particular  Devotion  ;  and  added,  that 
the  bleiTed  Virgin  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  his 
Charity,  that  (he  intended  to  come  and  vifit  him. 

He  immediately  call’d  the  Convent  together,  and 
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gave  the  reft  of  the  Friars  an  Account  of  this 
Apparition,  which  was  entertain’d  by  them  all 
with  great  Joy ;  and  the  Friar  languilhed  in 
Defires  of  the  Accomplifhment  of  the  Promife 
that  St.  Barbara  had  made  him.  After  fome 
Days  the  longed-for  Delufion  appear’d  to  him, 
cloathed  as  the  Virgin  ufed  to  be  on  the  great 
Feafts,  and  indeed  in  the  fame  Habits.  There 
were  about  her  fome  Angels,  which  he  after- 
wards  found  were  the  little  Statues  of  Angels, 
which  they  fet  on  the  Altars  on  the  great  Holy- 
days.  There  was  alfo  a  Pulley  faften’d  in  the 
Boom  over  his  Plead,  and  a  Cord  tied  to  the 
Angels,  that  made  them  rife  up  in  the  Air,  and 
fleet  about  the  Virgin  which  encreafed  the  Delu- 
fton.  The  Virgin,  after  fome  Endearments  to 
himfelf,  extolling  the  Merit  of  his  Charity  and 
Difcipline,  told  him,  that  fhe  was  conceived  in 
Original  Sin,  and  that  Pope  Julius  II.  that  then 
reigned,  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  Difpute, 
and  was  to  abolifh  the  Feaft  of  her  Conception, 
which  Sixtus  IV.  had  inftituted  ;  and  that  the 
Friar  was  to  be  the  Inftrument  of  perfuading  the 
Pope  of  the  Truth  in  that  Matter.  She  gave 
him  three  Drops  of  her  Son’s  Blood,  which 
were  three  Tears  of  Blood  that  he  had  fhed 
over  Jerufalem ;  and  this  fignified,  that  fire  was 
three  Flours  in  Original-  Sin,  after  which  fhe  was 
by  his  Mercy  delivered  out  of  that  State.  P'or 
It  feems  the  Dominicans  were  refolved  fo  to  com¬ 
pound  the  Matter,  that  they  fhould  gain  the 
main  Point,  of  her  Conception  in  Sin  ;  yet  they 
would  comply  fo  far  with  the  Reverence  for  the 
Virgin  with  which  the  World  was  poftefs’d,  that 

fhe 


Germany  and  Switzerland,  37 

fhe  fhould  be  believed  to  have  remained  a  very 
fhort  while  in  that  State.  She  gave  him  alfo 
five  Drops  of  Blood  in  the  Form  of  a  Crofs9 
which  were  Tears  of  Blood  that  fhe  had  fhed 
while  her  Son  was  on  the  Crofs.  And  to  con¬ 
vince  him  more  fully,  fhe  prefented  an  Hojtie  to 
him  that  appeared  as  an  ordinary  Hoftie ,  and  of 
a  fudden  it  appeared  to  be  of  a  deep  red  Colour. 
The  Cheat  of  thofe  fuppofed  Vifits  was  often  re¬ 
peated  to  the  abufed  Friar  at  laft  the  Virgin 
told  him,  that  fhe  was  to  give  fuch  Marks  of  her 
Son’s  Love  to  him,  that  the  Matter  fhould  be 
pafl  all  Doubt.  She  faid,  that  the  five  Wounds 
of  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Catharine  were  real  Wounds, 
and  that  fhe  would  alfo  imprint  them  on  him  $ 
fo  fhe  bid  him  reach  his  Hand.  He  had  no  great 
Mind  to  receive  a  Favour  in  which  he  was  to 
fuffer  fo  much  ;  but  fhe  forced  his  Hand,  and 
ftruck  a  Nail  thro’  it.  The  Hole  was  as  big  as 
a  Grain  of  Peafe,  and  he  faw  the  Candle  clearly 
thro’  it.  This  threw  him  out  of  a  fuppofed 
Tranfport  into  a  real  Agony.  But  fhe  feemed 
to  touch  his  Hand  ;  and  he  thought  he  fmelt  an 
Ointment  with  which  file  anointed  it ;  tho’  his 
ConfefTor  perfuaded  him  that  that  was  only  an  I- 
magination  :  So  the  fuppofed  Virgin  left  him  for 
that  Time. 

The  next  Night  the  Apparition  return’d,  and 
brought  fome  Linnen  Clothes,  which  had  fome 
real  or  imaginary  Virtue  to  allay  his  Torment  ; 
and  the  pretended  Virgin  faid,  they  were  fome 
of  the  Linnen  in  which  Chriffc  was  wrapped  ; 
and  with  that  fhe  gave  him  a  foporiferous 
Draught,  and  while  he  was  faft  afleep,  the  other 
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four  Wounds  were  imprinted  on  his  Body,  in 
fuch  a  Manner  that  he  felt  no  Pain. 

But  in  order  to  the  doing  of  this,  the  Friars 
betook  themfelves  to  Charms ;  and  the  Sub-Pri¬ 
or  ftiewed  the  reft  a  Book  full  of  them  ;  but 
he  faid,  that  before  they  could  be  effectual, 
they  muft  renounce  God  ;  and  he  not  only  did 
this  himfelf,  but  by  a  formal  Ait  put  in  Wri¬ 
ting,  figned  with  his  Blood,  dedicated  himfelf 
to  the  Devil  :  It  is  true,  he  did  not  oblige  the 
reft  to  this,  but  only  to  renounce  God.  The 
Compofition  of  the  Draught  was  a  Mixture  of 
fome  Fountain  Water  and  Chrifm,  the  Hairs  of 
the  Eyebrows  of  a  Child,  fome  Quickfilver, 
fome  Grains  of  Incenfe,  fomewhat  of  an  Ea - 
Jter  Wax-Candle,  fome  confecrated  Salt,  and 
the  Blood  of  an  unbaptized  Child.  This  Com¬ 
pofition  was  a  Secret,  which  the  Sub-Prior  did 
not  communicate  to  the  other  Friars.  By  this  the 
poorFriaryT/Ztrr  was  made  almoft  quite  infenfible. 
When  he  was  awake,  and  came  out  of  this 
deep  Sleep,  he  felt  this  wonderful  Impreffion  on 
his  Body  ;  and  now  he  was  ravifhfd  out  of 
Meafure,  and  came  to  fancy  himfelf  to  be  ail¬ 
ing  all  the  Parts  of  our  Saviour’s  Paftion  :  He 
was  expofed  to  the  People  on  the  great  Altar,  to 
the  Amazement  of  the  whole  Town,  and  to 
the  no  fmall  Mortification  of  the  Francifcans. 
The  Dominicans  gave  him  fome  other  Draughts, 
that  threw  him  into  Convulfions  ;  and  when  he 
came  out  of  thofe,  a  Voice  was  heard,  which 
came  thro’  that  Hole  which  yet  remains,  and 
runs  from  one  of  the  Cells  along  a  great  Part  of 
the  Wall  of  the  Church  :  For  a  Friar  fpoke  thro’ 
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a  Pipe,  and  at  the  End  of  the  Hole  there  was 
an  Image  of  the  Virgin’s,  with  a  little  Jefus  in 
her  Arms,  between  whom  and  his  Mother  the 
Voice  feem’d  to  come.  The  Image  alfo  feem’d 
to  fhed  Tears  ;  and  a  Painter  had  drawn  thofe 
on  her  Face  fo  lively,  that  the  People  were  de¬ 
ceived  by  it.  The  little  Jefus  afked,  why  fhe 
wept ;  and  fhe  faid,  it  was  becaufe  his  Honour 
was  given  to  her,  fince  it  was  faid  that  fhe  was 
born  without  Sin.  In  Conclufion  the  Friars  did 
fo  over-a&  this  Matter,  that  at  laff  even  the 
poor  deluded  Friar  himfelf  came  to  difcover  it, 
and  refolved  to  quit  the  Order. 

It  was  in  vain  to  delude  him  with  more  Ap¬ 
paritions  ;  for  he  well-nigh  kill’d  a  Friar  that 
came  to  him  perfonating  the  Virgin  in  another 
Shape  with  a  Crown  on  her  Head.  He  alfo 
over-heard  the  Friars  once  talking  amongfl  them- 
felves  of  the  Contrivance  and  Succefs  of  the  Im- 
pofture  fo  plainly,  that  he  difcover’d  the  whole 
Matter  ;  and  upon  that,  as  may  be  eafily  imagi¬ 
ned,  he  was  filled  with  all  the  Horror  with 
which  fuch  a  Difcovery  could  infpire  him. 

The  Friars  fearing  that  an  Impofture,  which 
was  carried  on  with  fo  much  Succefs,  fhould  be 
quite  fpoil’d,  and  be  turn’d  againft  them, 
thought  the  fureft  Way  was  to  own  the  whole 
Matter  to  him,  and  to  engage  him  to  carry  on 
the  Cheat.  They  told  him  in  what  Efleem  he 
would  be,  if  he  continued  to  fupport  the  Repu¬ 
tation  that  he  had  acquired  ;  that  he  would  be¬ 
come  the  chief  Perfon  of  the  Order  ;  and  in  the 
End  they  perfuaded  him  to  go  on  with  the  Im¬ 
pofture.  But  at  laft,  they  fearing  left  he  fhould 
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difcover  all,  refolved  to  poifon  him  ;  of  which 
he  was  fo  apprehenfive,  that  once  a  Loaf  being 
brought  him  that  was  prepared  with  fome  Spices, 
he  kept  it  for  fome  Time,  and  it  growing  green 
he  threw  it  to  fome  Wolf’s  Whelps  that  were  in 
the  Monaftery,  who  died  immediately.  His 
Conftitution  was  alfo  fo  vigorous,  that  tho’  they 
gave  him  Poifon  five  feveral  Times,  he  was  not 
deftroyed  by  it.  They  alfo  prefs’d  him  earneft- 
dy  to  renounce  God,  which  they  judged  necefia- 
ry,  that  fo  their  Charms  might  have  their  Effedt 
on  him  ;  but  he  never  would  confent  to  that. 
At  laft  they  forced  him  to  take  a  poifon’ d  Hojite , 
which  yet  he  vomited  up  foon  after  he  had  fvval- 
lowed  it  dowm.  That  failing,  they  ufed  him  fo 
cruelly,  whipping  him  with  an  Iron  Chain,  and 
girding  him  about  fo  ftrait  with  it,  that  to  avoid 
farther  Torment  he  fwore  to  them  in  a  moil  im¬ 
precating  Style,  that  he  would  never  difcover  the 
Secret,  but  would  ftill  carry  it  on  \  and  fo  he  de¬ 
luded  them  till  he  found  an  Opportunity  of  get¬ 
ting  out  of  the  Convent,  and  of  throwing  him- 
felf  into  the  Hands  of  the  Magiftrates,  to  whom 
he  difcover’d  all. 

The  four  Friars  were  feized  on,  and  put  in 
Prifon,  and  an  Account  of  the  whole  Matter 
was  fent  firft  to  the  Bifhop  of  Laujanne ,  and 
then  to  Rome  ;  and  it  may  eafily  be  imagined, 
that  the  Francifcans  took  all  pofiible  Care  to  have 
it  well  examined.  The  Bifhops  of  Laufanne 
and  of  Zyon ,  with  the  Provincial  of  the  Domi¬ 
nicans,  were  appointed  to  form  the  Procefs. 
The  four  Friars  firfi:  excepted  to  jfetzer’s  Cre¬ 
dit  3  but  that  was  reje&ed  ;  Then  being  threat- 
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ned  with  the  Queftion  they  put  in  a  long  Plea 
againft  that ;  but  tho’  the  Provincial  would  not 
confent  to  that,  yet  they  wTere  put  to  the  Quefti- 
on  :  Some  endured  it  long  ;  but  at  laft  they  all 
confefted  the  whole  Progrefs  of  the  Impofture. 
The  Provincial  appear’d  concerned  ;  for  tho* 
Jetzer  had  open’d  the  whole  Matter  to  him, 
yet  he  would  give  no  Credit  to  him  :  On  the 
contrary,  he  charged  him  to  be  obedient  to  them  | 
and  one  of  the  Friars  faid  plainly,  that  he  was 
in  the  whole  Secret ;  and  fo  he  withdrew  ;  but 
he  died  fome  Days  after  at  Conftance ,  having  poi- 
foned  himfelf,  as  was  believed.  The  Matter 
lav  afleep  fome  Time  ;  but  a  Year  after  that,  a 
Spanijh  Bifhop  came,  authoriz’d  with  full  Pow¬ 
er  from  Rome ,  and  the  whole  Cheat  being  fully 
proved,  the  four  Friars  were  folemnly  degraded 
from  their  Priefthood  ;  and  eight  Days  after,  it 
being  the  laft  of  May,  1509,  they  were  burnt 
in  a  Meadow  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River, 
over-againft  the  great  Church.  The  Place  of 
their  Execution  was  fhewed  me,  as  well  as  the 
Hole  in  the  Wall,  through  which  the  Voice  was 
convey’d  to  the  Image.  It  was  certainly  one  of 
the  blackeft,  and  yet  the  beft  carried  on  Cheat 
that  has  been  ever  known  ;  and  no  doubt  had 
the  poor  Friar  died  before  the  Difcovery,  it  had 
pafs’d  down  to  Pofterity  as  one  of  the  greateft 
Miracles  that  ever  was  ;  and  it  gives  a  fhrewd 
Sufpicion  that  many  of  the  other  Miracles  of 
that  Church  were  of  the  fame  Nature,  but  more 
fuccefsfully  finifti’d. 

I  fhall  not  entertain  you  any  farther  with  the 
State  of  Bern ,  but  ihali  only  add  one  general 
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Remark,  which  was  too  vifible  not  to  be  ob- 
ferved  every  where,  and  of  too  great  Impor¬ 
tance  not  to  deferve  a  particular  Refledlion.  It 
belongs  in  general  to  all  the  Cantons  ;  but  I  give 
It  here,  becaufe  I  had  more  Occafion  to  make  it 
in  Berny  having  feen  it  more  and  ftaid  longer  in 
it  than  in  the  other  Cantons. 

Switzerland  lies  between  France  and  Italy , 
that  are  both  of  them  Countries  incomparably 
more  rich  and  better  furnifhed  with  all  the  Plea- 
fures  and  Conveniencies  of  Life  than  it  is ;  and 
yet  Italy  is  almoft  quite  difpeopled,  and  the  Peo¬ 
ple  in  it  are  reduced  to  a  Mifery  that  can  fcarce 
be  imagined  by  thofe  who  have  not  feen  it :  And 
France  is  in  a  great  Meafure  difpeopled,  and 
the  Inhabitants  are  reduced  to  a  Poverty  that  ap¬ 
pears  in  all  the  Marks  in  which  it  can  fhew  it- 
felf,  both  in  their  Houfes,  Furniture,  Clothes, 
and  Looks. 

On  the  contrary,  Switzerland  is  extreme  full 
of  People,  and  in  feveral  Places,  in  the  Villages 
as  well  as  in  their  Towns,  one  fees  all  the  Marks 
he  can  look  for  of  Plenty  and  Wealth  ;  their 
Houfes  and  Windows  are  in  good  Cafe,  the 
Highways  are  well  maintained,  all  People  are 
well  cioathed,  and  every  one  lives  at  his  Eafe. 
This  Obfervation  furprized  me  yet  more  in  the 
Country  of  the  Grifons ,  who  have  hardly  any 
Soil  at  all,  being  fituated  in  V alleys  that  are  al- 
moftali  walhed  away  with  the  Torrents  that  fall 
down  from  the  Hills,  and  fwell  their  Brooks 
fometimes  fo  violently  and  fo  fuddenly,  that  in 
many  Places  the  whole  Soil  is  wafhed  away  ;  and 
yet  thofe  Vallies  are  well  peopled,  and  every  one 
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lives  happy  and  at  eafe  under  a  gentle  Govern¬ 
ment  :  Whilft  other  rich  and  plentiful  Countries 
are  reduced  to  fuchMifery,  that  as  many  of  the 
Inhabitants  are  forced  to  change  their  Seats,  fo 
thofe  whofe  ftay  behind  can  fcarce  live,  and  pay 
thofe  grievous  Impofitions  that  are  laid  upon 
them.  The  rude  People  generally  reafon  very 
fimply,  when  they  enter  into  Speculations  of 
Government  •,  but  they  feel  true ,  though  they 
argue  falfe.  So  an  eafy  Government,  though 
join’d  to  an  ill  Soil,  and  accompanied  with  great 
Inconveniencies,  draws,  or  at  leaft  keeps  People 
in  it ;  whereas  a  fevere  Government,  tho’  in  ge¬ 
neral  Ideas  it  may  appear  reafonable,  drives  its 
Subjects  even  out  of  the  belt  and  moft  defirable 
Seats. 

In  my  Way  from  Bern  to  this  Place  I  palled 
by  Solothurn ,  and  I  came  thro’  Fribourg ,  in  my 
Way  from  Laufanne  to  Bern .  Thefe  are  two 
of  the  chief  of  the  Popilh  Cantons  after  Lucern ; 
and  one  fees  in  them  a  Heat  and  Bigotry  beyond 
what  appears  either  in  France  or  Italy .  Long 
before  they  come  within  the  Church  Doors  they 
kneel  down  in  the  Streets  when  Mafs  is  faying 
in  it%  The  Images  are  alfo  extreme  grofs.  In 
the  chief  Church  of  Solothurn  there  is  an  Image 
of  God  the  Father,  as  an  old  Man  with  a  great 
black  Beard,  having  our  Saviour  on  hisKnees,  and 
a  Pigeon  over  his  Head.  Here  alfo  begins  a  Devo¬ 
tion  at  theyfw-J^;;yBell,which  is  fcarce  known  in 
France ,  but  is  pradfifed  all  Italy  over  :  At  Noon 
and  at  Sun-let  the  Bell  rings,  and  all  fay  the  Ave- 
Mary  and  a  Ihort  Prayer  to  the  Virgin.  But 
whereas  in  Italy  they  content  themfelves  with 
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putting  off  their  Hats,  in  Switzerland  they  do 
for  the  moft  part  kneel  down  in  the  Streets  ; 
which  I  faw  no  where  pradlifed  in  Italy ,  except 
at  Venice ,  and  there  it  is  not  commonly  done. 
But  notwithstanding  this  extreme  Bigotry,  all 
the  Switzers  fee  their  common  Intereft  fo  well, 
that  they  live  in  a  very  good  Underftanaing  one 
with  another.  This  is  indeed  chiefly  owing  to 
the  Canton  of  Lucern ,  where  there  is  a  Soirit 
in  the  Government  very  different  from  what  is 
in  moft  of  the  other  Popifti  Cantons.  The  Re- 
fidence  of  the  Spanifh  Ambaftador,  and  of  the 
Nuncio  in  that  Town,  contributes  alfo  much 
to  the  preferving  it  in  fo  good  a  Temper,  it  be¬ 
ing  their  Intereft  to  unite  Switzerland ;  and  by 
this  Means  the  Heat  and  Indifcretion  of  the  reft 
is  often  moderated.  'The  Jejuits  begin  to  grow 
as  powerful  in  Switzerland  as  they  are  elfewhere  ; 
they  have  a  noble  College  and  Chapel  fituated  in 
the  beft  Place  of  Fribourg.  It  is  not  long  fince 
they  were  receiv'd  at  Solothurn ,  where  there  was 
a  Revenue  of  a  thoufand  Livres  a  Year,  fet  off 
for  the  Maintenance  of  ten  of  them,  with  this 
Provifion,  that  they  fhould  never  exceed  that 
Number.  But  where  they  are  once  fettled, 
they  find  Means  to  break  thro’  all  Limitations; 
and  they  are  now  become  fo  rich  there,  that 
they  are  raifing  a  Church  and  College,  which 
will  coft  above  four  hundred  thoufand  Livres , 
to  which  the  French  King  gives  ten  thoufand 
Livres  for  the  Frontifpiece  :  ’  For  this  being  the 
Canton  in  which  his  Ambaffador  refides,  he 
thought  it  fuitable  to  his  Glory,  to  have  a  Mo¬ 
nument  of  his  Bounty  railed  by  an  Order  that 
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will  never  be  wanting  to  flatter  their  Benefao 
tors,  as  long  as  they  find  their  Account  in  it. 

In  the  fame  Canton  there  is  an  Abbey  that 
has  an  Hundred  Thoufand  Livres  of  Revenue  ; 
there  is  alfo  a  very  rich  Houfe  of  Nuns  that 
wear  the  Capuchins  Habit,  that,  as  I  was  told, 
had  Sixty  Thoufand  Livres  of  Revenue,  and  but 
fixty  Nuns  in  it,  who  having  thus  a  Thoufand 
Livres  apiece,  may  live  in  all  poflible  Plenty  in 
a  Country  where  a  very  little  Money  goes  a 
great  Way.  But  that  which  furprizes  one  molt 
at  Solothurn  is,  the  great  Fortification  of  a 
Wall  that  they  are  building  about  the  Town, 
the  nobleft  and  folideft  that  is  any  where  to 
be  feen.  The  Stone  with  which  it  is  faced,  is 
a  fort  of  coarfe  Marble,  but  of  that  Bignefs, 
that  many  Stones  are  ten  Foot  long,  and  two 
Foot  of  Breadth  and  Thicknefs :  But  tho’  this 
be  a  Work  of  vaft  Expence  and  great  Beauty, 
yet  it  would  fignify  little  againfl:  a  great  Army 
that  would  attack  it  vigoroufly.  The  W ail  is 
finished  on  the  Side  of  the  River  on  which  the 
Town  ftands,  the  Ditch  is  very  broad,  and  the 
Count  erf  carp  and  Glacis  are  alfo  finifhed,  and 
they  are  working  at  a  Fort  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  River,  which  they  intend  to  fortify  in 
the  fame  manner.  This  has  coft  them  near 
T wo  Millions  of  Livres,  and  this  vaft  Expence 
has  made  them  often  repent  the  Undertaking  5 
and  it  is  certain,  that  a  Fortification  that  is 
able  to  refill;  the  Rage  of  their  Peafants  in  the 
Cafe  of  a  Rebellion,  is  all  that  is  needful. 
This  Canton  has  two  Advoyers ,  as  Bern ;  the 
little  Council  confifts  of  thirty  fix ;  they  have 
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twelve  Bailiages  belonging  to  them,  which  are 
very  profitable  to  thofe  that  can  carry  them  ; 
they  have  one  Burfar ,  and  but  one  Banneret . 
All  the  Cantons  have  their  Bailiages  ;  but  if 
there  are  Diforders  at  Bern  in  the  Choice  of 
their  Bailiffs ,  there  are  far  greater  among  the 
Popifti  Cantons,  where  all  Things  are  fold,  as 
a  foreign  Minifter  that  refides  there  told  me  ; 
who  tho’  he  knew  what  my  Religion  was,  did 
not  flick  to  own  frankly  to  me,  that  the  Ca- 
tholick  Cantons  were  not  near  fo  well  governed 
as  the  Proteftant  Cantons.  Juftice  is  generally 
fold  among  them,  and  in  their  Treaties  with 
foreign  Princes,  they  have  fometimes  taken 
Money  both  from  the  French  and  Spanijh  Am* 
bafladors,  and  have  figned  contradictory  Articles 
at  the  fame  Time. 

Baden  has  nothing  in  it  that  is  remarkable, 
except  its  convenient  Situation,  which  makes  it 
the  Seat  of  the  General  Dyet  of  the  Cantons, 
tho’  it  is  not  one  of  them,  but  is  a  Bailiage 
that  belongs  in  common  to  eight  of  the  ancient 
Cantons.  At  laft  I  came  to  this  Place,  which 
as  it  is  the  firft  and  moft  honourable  of  all  the 
Cantons,  fo  with  relation  to  us,  it  has  a  Prece¬ 
dence  of  a  higher  Nature,  it  being  the  firft  that 
received  the  Reformation. 

This  Canton  is  much  lefs  than  Bern ,  yet  the 
Publick  is  much  richer :  They  reckon  that  they 
can  bring  fifty  Thoufand  Men  together  upon 
twenty  four  Hours  warning ;  their  SubjeCts  live 
happy  :  for  the  Bailiff's  here  have  regulated 
Appointments,  and  have  only  the  Hundred 
Penny,  of  the  Fines  3  fo  that  they  are  not 
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tempted  as  thofe  of  Bern  are,  to  whom  the 
Fine  belongs  entirely,  to  ftrain  Matters  againft 
their  Subjects.  And  whereas  at  Bern  the  con- 
Rant  Intrigue  of  the  whole  Town  is  concerning 
their  Bailiages ;  here,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a 
Service  to  which  the  Citizens  are  bound  to  fub- 
mit  according  to  their  Conftitution ,  but  to 
which  they  do  not  afpire.  The  Government 
is  almoft  the  fame  as  at  Bern ,  and  the  Magi- 
Urate  that  is  called  the  Advoyer  at  Bern ,  is  here 
called  the  Burgomajier .  The  Revenue  of  the 
State  is  here  juftly  accounted  for,  fo  that  the 
publick  Purfe  is  much  richer  than  at  Bern ;  the 
Arfenal  is  much  better  furnifhed,  and  the  For¬ 
tifications  are  more  regular.  There  is  a  great 
Trade  ftirring  here ;  and  as  their  Lake,  that 
is  twenty  four  Miles  long,  and  about  two  or 
three  broad,  fupplies  them  well  with  Provifions, 
fo  their  Rivers  carry  their  Manufacture  to  the 
Rhine ,  from  whence  it  is  conveyed  as  they 
pleafe.  One  of  their  chief  Manufactures  is 
Crape,  which  is  in  all  refpeCts  the  beft  I  ever 
faw.  I  will  not  defcribe  the  Situation  of  the 
Town,  but  fhall  content  myfelf  to  tell  you, 
that  it  is  extreme  pleafant ;  the  Country  about 
it  is  mountainous,  and  the  Winters  are  hard  ; 
for  the  Lake  freezes  quite  over,  only  in  fome 
Places  the  Ice  never  lies,  which  is  believed  a 
Mark  that  fome  Springs  rife  there,  which  caufe 
that  Heat.  So  alfo  in  the  Lake  of  Geneva , 
tho’  it  is  never  quite  frozen,  yet  great  Flakes  of 
Ice  lie  in  feveral  Parts ;  but  thefe  are  never  feen 
in  fome  Parts  of  the  Lake,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
flow  from  the  fame  Caufe. 
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But  to  return  to  Zurich :  One  fees  here  the 
true  ancient  Simplicity  of  the  Switzers ,  not  cor¬ 
rupted  with  Luxury  or  Vanity.  Their  Women 
not  only  do  not  converfe  familiarly  with  Men, 
except  thofe  of  their  near  Kindred,  but  even  in 
the  Streets  do  not  make  any  Returns  to  the 
Civility  of  Strangers  ;  for  it  is  only  Strangers 
that  put  off  their  Hats  to  Women,  but  they 
make  no  Courtefies :  And  here ,  as  in  all 
Switzerland ,  Wromen  are  not  faluted,  but  the 
Civility  is  exprefied  by  taking  them  by  the 
Hand.  There  is  one  Thing  finguiar  in  the 
Conftitution  of  Zurich ,  that  is,  their  little 
Council  confifts  of  fifty  Perfons,  but  there  fit 
in  it  only  twenty  five  at  a  Time ;  and  fo  the 
two  Halves  of  this  Council,  as  each  of  them 
has  his  proper  Burgomajler ,  have  alfo  the  Go¬ 
vernment  in  their  Hands  by  Turns,  and  they 
fhift  every  fix  Months,  at  Midfummer ,  and  at 
Chriflmas .  The  whole  Canton  is  divided  into 
nine  great  Bailiages ,  and  twenty  one  Cajiella - 
neries  ;  in  the  former  the  Bailiff  refides  con- 
flantly  :  but  the  Cajlellan ,  who  is  alfo  one  of 
the  Great  Council,  has  fo  little  to  do,  that  he 
lives  at  Zurich ,  and  goes  only  at  fome  fet 
Times  of  the  Year  to  do  Juftice. 

The  Virtue  of  this  Canton  has  appeared  fig- 
nally  in  their  adhering  firmly  to  the  ancient 
Capitulations  with  the  French ,  and  not  flacken- 
ing  in  any  Article,  which  has  been  done  by  all 
the  other  Cantons,  where  Money  has  a  fove- 
reign  Influence ;  but  here  it  has  never  prevailed. 
They  have  converted  the  anciejit  Revenues  of 
the  Church  more  generally  to  pious  Ufes,  than 

has 
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1  has  been  done  any  where  elfe,  that  I  know  of. 

They  have  many  Hofpitals  well  entertained  ; 
i  in  one,  as  I  was  told,  there  was  fix  Hundred 
3  and  fifty  Poor  kept :  But  as  they  fupport  the 
i  real  Charities  which  belong  to  fuch  Endow- 
1  ments,  fo  they  defpife  that  vain  Magnificence 
3  of  Buildings,  which  is  too  generally  affe&ed 
3  elfewhere ;  for  theirs  are  very  plain ;  and  one 
3  of  the  Government  there  faid  to  me  very  fenfi- 
:i  bly.  That  they  thought  it  enough  to  maintain  their 

1  Poor  as  Poor9  and  did  not  judge  it  proper  to  lodge 
.1  them  as  Princes . 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  are  likewife  ttill 
]  continued  as  a  Corporation,  and  enjoy  the  Re- 
51  venues  which  they  had  before  the  Reformation  ; 
ti  but  if  they  fubfift  plentifully,  they  labour  hard; 
•1  for  they  have  generally  two  or  three  Sermons  a 
]  Day,  and  at  leatt  one  :  The  firft  begins  at  Five 
t  a  Clock  in  the  Morning.  At  Geneva ,  and  all 

2  Switzerland  over ,  there  are  daily  Sermons, 
which  were  fubftituted  upon  the  Reformation 

r  from  the  Mafs.  But  the  Sermons  are  generally 
>!  too  long,  and  the  Preachers  have  departed  from 
I  the  firft  Defign  of  thefe  Sermons,  which  were 
t  intended  to  be  an  Explication  of  a  whole 
I  Chapter,  and  an  Exhortation  upon  it  ;  and  if 
i;  this  were  fo  contrived,  that  it  were  in  all  not 
I  above  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  long,  as  it  would 
<  be  heard  by  the  People  with  lefs  Wearinefs, 
i:j  and  more  Profit,  fo  it  would  be  a  vaft  Advan- 
i  tage  to  the  Preachers :  For  as  it  would  oblige 
them  to  ftudy  the  Scriptures  much  ;  fo  having 
once  made  themfelves  Matters  of  the  practical 
Parts  of  the  Scripture,  fuch  fhort  and  fnnple 
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courfes  would  coft  them  lefs  Pains  than  thofe 
more  laboured  Sermons  do,  which  confume  the 
greateft  Part  of  their  Time,  and  too  often  to 
very  little  Purpofe. 

Among  the  Archives  of  the  Dean  and  Chap¬ 
ter,  there  is  a  vaft  Cohesion  of  Letters,  written 
either  to  Bullinger ,  or  by  him  ;  they  are  bound 
up,  and  make  a  great  many  Volumes  in  Folio  ; 
2nd  out  of  thefe  no  doubt  but  one  might  dif- 
«cover  a  great  many  Particulars  relating  to  the 
jfiiftory  of  the  Reformation  :  For  as  Bullinger 
lived  long,  fo  he  was  much  efteemed.  He  pro¬ 
cured  a  very  kind  Reception  to  be  given  to 
jfome  of  our  Englijh  Exiles  in  Queen’s  Mary’s 
Reign,  in  particular  to  Sands ,  afterwards  Arch- 
jbifhop  of  York  ;  to  Horn ,  afterwards  Bifhop  of 
IVincheJier ;  and  to  Jewels  Bifhop  of  Salifbury. 
He  gave  them  Lodgings  in  the  Clofe ,  and  ufed 
them  with  all  poffible  Kindnefs :  And  as  they 
prefented  fome  Silver  Cups  to  the  College,  with 
an  Infcription,  acknowledging  the  kind  Recep¬ 
tion  they  had  found  there,  which  I  faw  ;  fo 
they  continued  to  keep  a  conftantCorrefpondeiice 
with  Bullinger ,  after  the  happy  Re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Reformation  under  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  ;  of  which  I  read  almoft  a  whole  Volume 
while  I  was  there.  Moft  of  them  contain  only 
the  general  News,  but  fome  were  more  impor¬ 
tant,  and  relate  to  the  Difputes  then  on  Foot, 
concerning  the  Habits  of  the  Clergy,  which 
gave  the  firfl  Beginnings  to  our  unhappy  Divi- 
fions  :  And  by  the  Letters,  of  which  I  read  the 
Originals,  it  appears  that  the  Bifhops  preferved 
the  ancient  Habits,  rather  in  Compliance  with 
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the  Queen’s  Inclinations,  than  out  of  any  liking 
they  had  to  them  ;  fo  far  they  were  from  liking 
them,  that  they  plainly  exprels’d  their  Diflike  of 
them.  Jewel ,  in  a  Letter  bearing  date  Feb.  8» 
1566,  wifhes  that  the  Vefiments ,  together  with 
oil  the  other  Re?nnants  of  Popery ,  might  be 
thrown  both  out  of  their  Churches ,  and  out  of  the 
Minds  of  the  People  ;  and  laments  the  Queen’s 
Fixednefs  to  them,  fo  that  fhe  would  fuffer  no 
Change  to  be  made.  And  in  January  of  the 
fame  Year,  Sands  writes  to  the  fame  Purpofe. 
Contenditur  de  ojeflibus  Papificis  utendis  vel  non 
utendis ;  dabit  Deus  his  quoque  finem.  Difputes 
;  are  now  on  foot  concerning  the  Popijh  Veft- 
ments,  whether  they  fhould  be  ufed  or  not  ; 
but  God  will  put  an  End  to  thofe  Things. 
Horn ,  Bifhop  of  Winch  eft er^  went  further  ;  for 
in  a  Letter  dated  July  16,  1565,  he  writes  of 
the  A £k  concerning  the  Habits  with  great  Re¬ 
gret,  and  expreffes  fome  Hopes  that  it  might  be 
repealed  next  Seflion  of  Parliament,  if  the  Popife 
Party  did  not  hinder  it ;  and  he  feems  to  ftand 
in  doubt  whether  he  fhould  conform  himfelf  to 

Iit  or  not :  Upon  which  he  defires  Ballinger's 
Advice.  And  in  many  Letters  writ  on  that 
Subject,  it  is  afferted,  that  both  Or owner  and 
Ridley  intended  to  procure  an  A£t  for  abolifhing 

Ithe  Habits,  and  that  they  only  defended  their 
Lawfulnefs,  but  not  their  Fitnefs  and  there¬ 
fore  they  blamed  private  Perfons  that  refufed  to 
obey  the  Laws.  Grindal ,  in  a  Letter  dated 
v  Auguji  27,  1566,  writes,  That  all  the  Bifhops, 
who  had  been  beyond  Sea,  had,  at  their  Re- 
:  turn,  dealt  with  the  Queen  to  let  the  Matter 
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of  the  Habits  fall ;  but  {he  was  fo  prepofiefied, 
that  tho’  they  had  all  endeavour’d  to  divert  her 
from  profecuting  that  Matter,  Ihe  continued 
{fill  inflexible.  This  had  made  them  refolve  to 
fubmit  to  the  Laws,  and  to  wait  for  a  fit  Op¬ 
portunity  to  reverfe  them.  He  laments  the  ill 
EfFedls  of  the  Oppofition  that  fome  had  made 
to  them,  which  had  extremely  irritated  the 
Queen’s  Spirit,  fo  that  fhe  was  now  much  more 
heated  in  thofe  Matters  than  formerly.  He 
alfo  thanks  Bulllnger  for  the  Letter  that  he  had 
writ,  juftifying  the  lawful  Ufe  of  the  Habits, 
which  he  fays  had  done  great  Service.  Cox9 
Bilhop  of  Efy)  in  one  of  his  Letters,  laments 
the  Averfion  that  they  found  in  the  Parliament 
to  all  the  Propofitions  that  were  made  for  the 
Reformation  of  Abufes.  Jewels  in  a  Letter 
dated  May  22,  1559,  writes,  That  the  Queen 
refufed  to  be  called  Head  of  the  Church,  and 
adds.  That  that  Title  could  not  be  juftly  given 
to  any  Mortal,  it  being  due  only  to  Chrift  ; 
and  that  fuch  Titles  had  been  fo  much  abufed 
by  Antichrij ?,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  any 
longer  continued.  On  all  thefe  Paflages  I  will 
make  no  Reflections  here  ;  for  I  fet  them  down 
only  to  (hew,  what  was  the  Senfe  of  our  chief 
Churchmen  at  that  Time  concerning  thofe  Mat¬ 
ters  which  have  fince  engaged  us  in  fuch  warm 
a. id  angry  Difputes  ;  and  this  may  be  no  incon- 
ilJerable  lnftrudtion  to  one  that  intends  to  write 
the  Hiflory  of  that  Time.  The  laft  Particular, 
with  which  I  intend  to  end  this  Letter,  might 
feem  a  little  too  learned,  if  I  were  writing  to  a 
lefs  knowing  Man  than  yourfelf. 
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I  have  taken  fome  Pains  in  my  Travels  to 
examine  all  the  ancient  Manufcripts  of  the  New 
Teftament,  concerning  that  doubted  Paflage  of 
St.  John’s  Epiftles,  There  are  three  that  bear 
zvitnefs  in  Heaven ,  the  Father ,  the  Word ,  and 
the  Spirit  ;  and  thefe  three  are  one .  Bullinger 
doubted  much  of  it,  becaufe  he  found  it  not  in 
an  ancient  Latin  Manufcript  at  Zurich ,  which 
feems  to  be  about  eight  Hundred  Years  old  $ 
for  it  is  written  in  that  Hand  that  began  to  be 
ufed  in  Charles  the  Great’s  Time.  1  turned  the 
Manufcript,  and  found  the  Paflage  was  not 
there ;  but  this  was  certainly  the  Error  or  (Y 
million  of  the  Copier :  For  before  the  General 
Epiftles  in  that  Manufcript,  the  Preface  of  St. 
Jerome  is  to  be  found,  in  which  he  fays,  that 
he  was  the  more  exa<ft  in  that  Tranflation , 
that  fo  he  might  difeover  the  Fraud  of  the 
Arians ,  who  had  ftruck  out  that  Paflage  con¬ 
cerning  the  Trinity.  This  Preface  is  printed  in 
Lira’s  Bible  ;  but  how  it  came  to  be  left  out 
by  Erafmus ,  in  his  Edition  of  that  Father’s 
Works,  is  that  of  which  I  can  give  no  Ac¬ 
count.  For  as,  on  the  one  Hand,  Erafmus’ s 
Sincerity  ought  not  to  be  too  rafhly  cenfured  ; 
fo,  on  the  other  Hand,  that  Preface  being  in  all 
the  Manufcripts  ancient  or  modern,  of  thofe 
Bibles  that  have  the  other  Prefaces  in  themf 
that  I  ever  yet  faw,  it  is  not  eafy  to  imagine 
what  made  Erafmus  not  to  publifti  it :  And  it 
is  in  the  Manufcript  Bibles  at  Baftl ,  where  he 
printed  his  Edition  of  St.  Jerome’s  Works.  In 
the  old  Manufcript  Bible  of  Geneva ,  that  feems 
to  be  above  feve-n  Hundred  Years  old,  both  the 
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Preface  and  the  PafTage  are  extant,  but  with 
this  Difference  from  the  common  Editions,  that 
the  common  Editions  fet  the  Verfe  concerning 
the  Father ,  the  Word ,  and  the  Spirit  ;  before 
that  of  the  Water ,  the  Blood ,  and  the  Spirit ; 
which  comes  after  it  in  this  Copy.  And  that 
I  may  in  this  Place  end  all  the  Readings  I  found 
of  this  PafTage  in  my  Travels,  there  is  a  Manu¬ 
fcript  in  St.  Mark’s  Library  in  Venice  in  three 
Languages,  Greeks  Latin ,  and  Arahick ,  that 
feems  not  above  four  Hundred  Years  old,  in 
which  this  PafTage  is  not  in  the  Greeks  but  it 
5s  in  the  Latin  fet  after  the  other  three,  with 
a  ficut  to  join  it  to  what  goes  before.  And  in 
a  Manufcript  Latin  Bible  in  the  Library  of  St. 
Laurence  at  Florence ,  both  St.  Jerome’s  Preface 
and  this  PafTage  are  extant :  but  this  PafTage 
conies  after  the  other,  and  is  pinned  to  it  with 
a  ficut ,  as  is  that  of  Venice  ;  yet  ficut  is  not  in 
the  Geneva  Manufcript.  There  are  two  Greek 
Manufcripts  of  the  Epiftles  at  Bafil ,  that  Teem 
to  be  about  five  Hundred  Years  old,  in  neither 
of  which  this  PafTage  is  to  be  found  :  They 
have  alfo  an  ancient  Latin  Bible,  which  is  about 
eight  Hundred  Years  old,  in  which  tho’  St.  Je¬ 
rome’s  Prologue  is  inferted,  yet  this  PafTage  is 
wanting.  At  Strafburg  I  faw  four  very  ancient 
Manufcripts  of  the  New  Teffament  in  Latin . 
Three  of  tiiefe  Teem’d  to  be  about  the  Time 
of  Charles  the  Great,  but  the  fourth  Teemed  to 
be  much  ancienter,  and  may  belong  to  the  ie- 
venth  Century :  In  it  neither  the  Prologue  nor 
the  Place  is  extant,  but  it  is  added  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Page  with  another  Hand.  In  two  of  the 
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other  the  Prologue  is  extant,  but  the  Place  is 
not ;  only  in  one  of  them  it  is  added  on  the 
Margin.  In  the  fourth,  as  the  Prologue  is  ex¬ 
tant,  fo  is  the  Place  likewife ;  but  it  comes  after 
the  Verfe  of  the  other  three*  and  is  joined  to  it 
thus,  Si  cut  tres  funt  in  ccelo .• 

It  feem’d  ftrange  to  me,  and  it  is  almoft  in¬ 
credible,  that  in  the  Vatican  Library  there  are 
no  ancient  Latin  Bibles,  where,  above  all  other 
Places,  they  ought  to  be  look’d  for ;  but  I  faw 
none  above  four  Hundred  Years  old.  There  is 
indeed  the  famous  Greek  Manufcript  of  great 
Value,  which  the  Chanoine  Shelftrat ,  who  was 
Library-Keeper,  afferted  to  be  one  Thoufand 
four  Hundred  Years  old,  and  proved  it  by  the 
great  Similitude  of  the  Characters  with  thofe 
that  are  upon  St.  Hippolite' s  Statue ;  which  is 
fo  evident,  that  if  his  Statue  was  made  about 
his  Time,  the  Antiquity  of  this  Manufcript  is 
not  to  be  difputed.  If  the  Characters  are  not 
fo  fair,  and  have  not  all  the  Marks  of  Anti¬ 
quity  that  appear  in  the  King’s  Manufcript  at 
St.  ‘James' s,  yet  this  has  been  much  better  pre- 
ferv’d,  and  is  much  more  entire.  The  Paffage 
that  has  led  me  into  this  Digreffion,  is  not  tc* 
be  found  in  the  Vatican  Manufcript,  no  more 
than  it  is  in  the  King’s  Manufcript.  And 
with  this  I  will  finifh  my  Account  of  Zurich . 
The  publick  Library  is  very  noble.  The  Hall 
in  which  it  is  placed  is  large  and  well  con¬ 
trived  ;  and  there  is  a  very  handfome  Cabinet, 
of  Medals  ;  and  fo  I  will  break  off :  But  when 
I  have  gone  fo  much  farther,  that  I  have 
gather’d  Materials  for  another  Letter  of  this 
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Volume,  you  may  look  for  a  fecond  Enter* 
tainment,  fuch  as  it  is,  from 

Tour,  &c# 

POSTSCRIPT. 

I  Told  you  that  in  Bern  the  Bailiages  are 
given  by  a  fort  of  Ballot,  which  is  fo  ma¬ 
naged,  that  no  Man’s  Vote  is  known  :  But  I 
muff  now  add,  that  fince  I  was  firft  there  they 
have  made  a  confiderable  Regulation  in  the 
way  of  Voting,  when  Offices  are  to  be  given  : 
which  approaches  much  nearer  the  Venetian 
Method,  and  which  expofes  the  Competitors 
more  to  Chance,  and  by  Confequence,  may  put 
an  End  to  the  Intrigues  that  are  fo  much  in 
Ufe  for  obtaining  thofe  Employments.  There 
is  a  Number  of  Balls  put  into  a  Box,  equal  to 
the  Number  of  thofe  that  have  a  Right  to  vote, 
and  that  are  prefent ;  of  thefe  the  third  Part  is 
gilt,  and  two  Parts  are  only  filver’d  ;  fo  every 
one  takes  out  a  Ball,  but  none  can  vote,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  who  have  the  gilt  Balls ;  fo  that  here¬ 
after  a  Man  may  have  more  than  two  thirds 
fure,  and  yet  be  caft  in  a  Competition. 

There  is  one  Thing  for  which  the  Switzers , 
in  particular  thofe  of  Bern ,  cannot  be  enough 
commended  :  They  have  ever  fince  the  Perfec¬ 
tion  begun  firft  in  France ,  open’d  a  Sandtuary 
to  fuch  as  have  retired  thither,  in  fo  generous 
and  fo  Chriftian  a  manner,  that  it  deferves  all 
the  honourable  Remembrances  that  can  be  made 
of  it.  Such  Minifters  and  others  that  were  at 
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firft  condemn’d  in  France ,  for  the  Affair  of  the 
Cevennes ,  have  not  only  found  a  kind  Reception 
here,  but  all  the  Support  that  could  be  ex- 
pe&ed,  and  indeed  much  more  than  could  have 
been  in  Reafon  expected.  For  they  have  aftign’d 
the  French  Minifters  a  Penfion  of  five  Crowns 
a  Month,  if  they  were  unmarried,  and  have 
encreafed  it  to  fuch  as  had  Wife  and  Children, 
fo  that  fome  had  above  ten  Crowns  a  Month 
Penfion.  They  difperfed  them  all  over  the 
Pais  de  Vaud ,  but  the  greateft  Number  Raid 
at  Laufanne  and  Vevay,  In  order  to  the  fup- 
porting  of  this  Charge,  the  Charities  of  Zurich 
and  the  other  neighbouring  Proteftant  States 
were  brought  hither.  Not  only  the  Proteftant 
Cantons,  but  the  Grifons ,  and  fome  fmall  States 
that  are  under  the  Protection  of  the  Cantons, 
fuch  as  Neufchatel ,  St,  Gall ,  and  fome  others, 
have  fent  in  their  Charities  to  Bern9  who  dif- 
penfe  them  with  great  Difcretion,  and  bear 
what  farther  Charge  this  Relief  brings  upon 
them.  And  in  this  laft  total  and  deplorable 
Difperfion  of  thofe  Churches,  the  whole  Coun¬ 
try  has  been  animated  with  fuch  a  Spirit  of 
Charity  and  Compafilon,  that  every  Man’s 
Houfe  and  Purfe  has  been  opened  to  the  Refu¬ 
gees,  who  have  pafted  thither  in  fuch  Num¬ 
bers,  that  fometimes  there  have  been  above  two 
Thoufand  in  Laufanne  alone,  and  of  thefe  there 
were  at  one  Time  near  two  Hundred  Mini¬ 
fters ;  and  they  all  met  with  a  Kindnefs  and 
Freeheartednefs,  that  look’d  more  like  fome- 
what  of  the  primitive  Age  revived,  than  the 
Degeneracy  of  the  Age  in  which  we  live® 
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I  fhall  conclude  this  Poftfcript,  which  is  already 
fwell’d  to  the  Bignefs  of  a  Letter,  with  a  fad 
Inftance  of  the  Anger  and  Heat  that  rifes  among 
Divines  concerning  Matters  of  very  fmall  Con- 
fequence. 

The  middle  Way  that  Amir  aid ,  Daille ,  and 
fome  others  in  Prance ,  took  in  the  Matters  that 
were  difputed  in  Holland  concerning  the  divine 
Decrees,  and  the  Extent  of  the  Death  of  Chrift, 
as  it  came  to  be  generally  follow’d  in  France , 
fo  it  had  fome  AfTertors  both  in  Geneva  and 
Switzerland ,  who  denied  the  Imputation  of 
Adam's  Sin,  and  aflerted  the  Univerfality  of 
Chrift’s  Death,  together  with  a  fufEcient  Grace 
given  to  all  Men  ;  aflerting  with  this,  a  parti¬ 
cular  and  free  Decree  of  Election,  with  an  effi¬ 
cacious  Grace  for  thofe  included  in  it.  Thefe 
came  to  be  called  Univerfalifts,  and  began  to 
grow  very  confiderable  in  Geneva ,  two  of  the 
Profeflors  of  Divinity  there  being  known  to  fa¬ 
vour  thofe  Opinions.  Upon  this,  thofe  who  ad¬ 
hered  ftridtly  to  the  oppofite  Dodfrine  were  in¬ 
flamed,  and  the  Contention  grew  to  that  Height, 
that  almoft  the  whole  Town  came  to  be  con¬ 
cerned,  and  all  were  divided  into  Parties.  If 
upon  this  the  Magiftrates  had  enjoined  Silence 
to  both  Parties,  they  had  certainly  adfed  wifely ; 
for  thefe  are  Speculations  fo  little  certain,  and 
fo  little  effential  to  Religion,  that  a  Diverfity 
of  Opinions  ought  not  to  be  made  the  Occafion 
of  Heat  or  Fadtion.  But  tho’  the  Party  of  the 
Univerfalifts  was  confiderable  in  Geneva ,  it  was 
very  fmall  in  Switzerland ;  therefore  fome  Di¬ 
vines  there,  that  adhered  to  the  old  received 
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Do&rine,  drew  up  fome  Articles,  in  which  all 
thefe  Do&rines  were  not  only  condemned,  to¬ 
gether  with  fome  Speculations  that  were  aflerted 
concerning  Adam’s  Immortality,  and  other  Qua¬ 
lities  belonging  to  the  State  of  Innocency  ;  but 
becaufe  Capel  and  fome  other  Criticks  had  not 
only  aflerted  the  Novelty  of  the  Points,  but  had 
taken  the  Liberty  to  correct  the  reading  of  the 
Hebrew ,  fuppofing  that  fome  Errors  had  been 
committed  by  the  Copiers  of  the  Bible,  both  in 
the  Vowels  and  Consonants  :  In  Oppofition  to 
this,  they  condemned  all  Corre&ions  of  the  He - 
brew  Bible,  and  aflerted  the  Antiquity  of  the 
Points,  or  at  leafl  of  the  Power  and  Reading 
according  to  them ;  by  which,  thoJ  they  did  not 
engage  all  to  be  of  Buxtorf' s  Opinion  as  to  the 
Antiquity  of  the  Points,  yet  they  fhut  the  Door 
againfl:  all  Corrections  of  the  prefent  Pundlua- 
tion.  If  this  Confent  of  Do&rine  (for  fo  they 
term’d  it)  had  been  made  only  the  Standard, 
againfl:  which  no  Man  might  have  taught  with¬ 
out  incurring  Cenfures,  the  Severity  had  been 
more  tolerable :  But  they  obliged  all  fuch  as 
Ihould  be  admitted  either  to  the  Miniftry,  or 
to  a  Profeflor’s  Chair,  to  iign  fic  fentio ,  fo  I 
think  ;  and  this  being  fo  fettled  at  Bern  and 
Zurich ,  it  was  alfo  carried  by  their  Authority 
at  Geneva  ;  but  for  thofe  in  Office,  the  Mode¬ 
rator  and  Clerk  figned  it  in  all  their  Names. 
And  thus  they  were  not  contented  to  make 
only  a  Regulation  in  thofe  Matters,  but  they 
would  needs,  according  to  a  Maxim  that  hath 
been  fo  often  fatal  to  the  Church,  enter  into 
Peoples  Conferences,  and  either  Ihut  out  young 
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Men  from  Employments,  or  impofe  a  Tefl 
upon  them,  which  perhaps  fome  have  fign’d 
not  without  Strugglings  in  their  Confcience. 
Yet  fome  that  fet  on  this  Teft,  or  Confent, 
are  Men  of  fuch  extraordinary  Worth,  that  I  am 
confident  they  have  a£ted  in  this  Matter  out  of  a 
fincere  Zeal  for  that  which  they  believe  to  be 
the  Truth ;  only  I  wifh  they  had  larger  and  fre¬ 
er  Souls. 

The  only  confiderable  Tax  under  which  the 
Switzer *  lie,  is,  that  when  Eftates  are  fold,  the 
fifth  Part  of  the  Price  belongs  to  the  Publick, 
and  all  the  Abatement  that  the  Bailiff  can  make 
is  to  bring  it  to  a  fixth  Part.  This  they  call  the 
Lod ,  which  is  derived  from  Alodium  ;  only  there 
are  fome  Lands  that  are  Frank-alod ,  which  lie 
not  under  this  Tax.  But  this  falling  only  on 
the  Sellers  of  Eflates,  it  was  thought  a  juft  Pu- 
nifhment,  and  wife  Reftraint  on  ill  Hufbands  of 
their  Eftates. 

I  was  the  more  confirm’d  in  the  Account  I 
have  given  you  of  the  Derivation  of  Advoyer , 
when  I  found  that  in  fome  fmall  Towns  in  the 
Canton  of  Bern  the  chief  Magiftrate  is  ftill  fo 
call’d  >  as  in  Payerne  :  So  that  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  as  the  ancient  Magiftrates  in  the  Time  of  the 
Romans ,  that  were  to  give  an  Account  of  the 
Town,  were  call’d  Advocates  ;  and  afterwards 
the  Judge  in  Civil  Matters,  that  was  named  by 
the  Bifhops,  was  call’d  at  firft  Advocate  and  af¬ 
terwards  Vida?n  or  Vicedomlnus  ;  fo  this  was  the 
Title  that  was  ftill  continued  in  Bern  while  they 
were  under  the  Aufirlan  and  German  Yoke,  and 
was  preferved  by  them  when  they  threw  it  off. 

.  i  •.  I  have 
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I  have  perhaps  touch’d  too  (lightly  on  the  laffc 
Difference  that  was  in  Switzerland ,  which  rela¬ 
ted  to  the  Canton  of  Glaris,  In  the  Canton  of 
Apenzel ,  as  the  two  Religions  are  tolerated,  fo 
they  are  feparated  in  different  Quarters  ;  thofe 
of  one  Religion  have  the  one  half  of  the  Canton, 
and  thofe  of  the  other  Religion  have  the  other 
half ;  fo  they  live  apart,  but  in  Glaris  they  are 
mixt  ;  and  now  the  Number  of  the  Papifts  is 
become  very  low  ;  one  affured  me,  there  were 
not  above  two  hundred  Families  of  that  Religi¬ 
on  ;  and  thofe  are  alfo  fo  poor,  that  their  Necef- 
iities  difpofe  feme  of  them  every  Day  to  change 
their  Religion.  The  other  Popifh  Cantons  fee¬ 
ing  the  Danger  of  lofing  their  Intereft  entirely  in 
that  Canton,  and  being  fet  on  by  the  Intrigues 
of  a  Court  that  has  underftood  well  the  Policy  of 
imbroiling  all  other  States,  made  great  ufe  of 
fome  Complaints  that  were  brought  by  the  Pa¬ 
pifts  of  Glaris ,  as  if  the  prevailing  of  the  other 
Religion  expofed  them  to  much  Injuftice  and 
Oppreflion  ;  and  upon  that  they  propofed,  that 
the  Canton  fhould  be  equally  divided  into  two 
Halves,  as  Apenzel  was.  This  was  extremely 
unjuft  ;  fince  the  Papifts  were  not  the  tenth,  or 
perhaps  the  twentieth  Part  of  the  Canton.  It 
is  true,  it  was  fo  fituated  in  the  midft  of  the 
Popifh  Cantons,  that  the  Proteftant  Cantons 
could  not  eafily  come  to  their  Afliftance  :  But 
thofe  of  Glaris  refolved  to  die,  rather  than  fuf- 
fer  this  Injuftice  ;  and  the  Proteftant  Cantons  re¬ 
folved  to  engage  in  a  War  with  the  Popifh  Can¬ 
tons,  if  they  impofed  this  Matter  on  their  Bre¬ 
thren  at  Glaris,  At  laft  this  Temper  was  found. 
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that  in  alb  Suits  of  Law  between  thofe  of  diffe¬ 
rent  Religions,  two  thirds  of  the  Judges  fhould 
be  always  of  the  Religion  of  the  Defendant. 
But  while  this  Conteft  was  on  foot,  thofe  who 
(as  is  believ’d)  fomented  it,  if  they  did  not  fet 
it  on,  knew  how  to  make  their  Advantage  of 
the  Conjuncture  :  For  then  was  the  Fortification 
of  Hunningen  at  the  Ports  of  Bafil  much  advan¬ 
ced,  of  the  Importance  of  which  they  are  now 
very  apprehenfive  when  it  is  too  late.  There 
are  fix  noble  Families  in  Bern  that  have  ftill  this 
Privilege,  that  when  any  of  them  are  chofen  to 
be  of  the  Council,  they  take  Place  before  all 
the  antient  Counfellors  ;  whereas  all  the  reft  take 
place  acording  to  the  Order  in  which  they  were 
chofen  to  be  of  the  Council. 


LETTER  II. 


AFTER  a  fhort  Stay  at  -Zurich,  we  went 
down  the  Lake,  where  we  pafs’d  under 
the  Bridge  at  Ripperfwood ,  which  is  a  very  noble 
W ork  for  fuch  a  Country.  The  Lake  is  there 
about  half  a  Mile  broad,  the  Bridge  is  about 
twelve  Foot  broad,  but  hath  no  Rails  on  either 
Side  ;  fo  that  if  the  Wind  blows  hard,  which  is 
no  extraordinary  Thing  there,  a  Man  is  in  great 
Danger  of  being  blown  into  the  Lake.  And 
this  fame  DefeCt  I  found  in  almoft  all  the  Bridges 
in  Lombardy ,  which  feem’d  very  ftrange  ;  for 

fince 
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fince  that  Defence  is  made  at  fo  fmall  an  Ex- 
pence,  it  was  amazing  to  fee  Bridges  fo  naked  ; 
and  that  was  more  furprizing  in  fome  Places, 
where  the  Bridges  are  both  high  and  long  :  Yet 
I  never  beard  of  any  Mifchief  that  follow’d  on 
this  ;  but  thofe  are  fjber  Countries,  where 
Drinking  is  not  much  in  ufe.  After  two  Days 
Journey  we  came  to  Coire9  which  is  the  chief 
Town  of  the  Grifons ,  and  where  we  found  a 
General  Dyet  of  the  Three  Leagues  fit¬ 
ting  ;  fo  that  having  ftaid  ten  Days  there,  I 
came  to  be  informed  of  a  great  many  Particulars 
concerning  thofe  Leagues,  which  are  not  com¬ 
monly  known.  The  Town  is  but  little,  and 
may  contain  between  four  and  five  thoufand 
Souls.  It  lies  in  a  Bottom,  upon  a  fmall  Brook, 
that  a  little  below  theTown  falls  into  th zRbine.  It 
is  environ’d  with  Mountains  on  all  Hands,  fo  that 
they  have  a  very  Ihort  Summer  ;  for  the  Snow  is 
not  melted  till  May  or  June^  and  it  began  to 
fnow  in  September  when  I  was  there.  On  a  ri- 
fing  Ground  at  the  Eaft  End  of  the  Town  is 
the  Cathedral,  the  Bifhop’s  Palace,  and  the  Clofe 
where  the  Dean  and  fix  Prebendaries  live :  All 
within  the  Clofe  are  Papifts,  but  all  the  Town 
are  Proteftants,  and  they  live  pretty  neighbourly 
together.  Above  a  quarter  of  a  Mile  high  on 
the  Hill,  one  goes  up  by  a  fteep  Afcent  to  St. 
Lucius’ s  Chapel  :  My  Curiolity  carried  me  thi¬ 
ther  ;  tho’  I  gave  no  Faith  to  the  Legend  of 
King  Lucius ,  and  of  his  coming  fo  far  from 
Home  to  be  the  Apoftie  of  the  Grifons.  His 
Chapel  is  a  little  Vault  about  ten  Foot  fquare, 
where  there  is  an  Altar,  and  where  Mafs  is  faid 

upon 
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upon  fome  great  Feftivals.  It  is  fituated  under 
a  natural  Arch  that  is  in  the  Rock,  which  was 
thought  proper  to  be  given  out  to  have  been  the 
Cell  of  a  Hermit.  From  it  fome  Drops  of  a 
ffnall  Fountain  fall  down  near  the  Chapel.  The 
Bilhop  allured  me,  it  had  a  miraculous  Virtue 
for  weak  Eyes,  and  that  it  was  oily  ,  but  nei¬ 
ther  Tafte  nor  Feeling  could  difcover  to  me  any 
Oilinefs.  I  believe  it  may  be  very  good  for  the 
Eyes,  as  all  Rock- Water  is.  But  when  I  of¬ 
fer’d  to  fhew  the  good  old  Bilhop,  that  the  Le¬ 
gend  of  Lucius  was  a  Fable  in  all  the  Parts  of 
it,  but  moll:  remarkably  in  that  which  related  to 
the  Grifons ;  and  that  we  had  no  Kings  in  Bri¬ 
tain  at  that  Time,  but  were  a  Province  to  the 
Romans  ;  that  no  ancient  Authors  fpeak  of  it, 
Bede  being  the  firft  that  mentions  it ;  and  that 
the  pretended  Letter  to  Pop e  Eleutherius,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  Anfwer,  has  evident  Characters  of 
Forgery  in  it  :  All  this  fignified  nothing  to  the 
Bilhop  who  allured  me,  that  they  had  a  Tra¬ 
dition  of  that  in  their  Church,  and  it  was  infert- 
ed  in  their  Breviary,  which  he  firmly  believed. 
He  alfo  told  me  the  other  Legend  of  King  Luci¬ 
us’s  Sifter  St.  Emerita ,  who  was  burnt  there, 
and  of  whofe  Veil  there  was  yet  a  confiderable 
Remnant  referved  among  their  Reliques.  I 
confefs,  I  never  faw  a  Relique  fo  ill  difguifed  ; 
for  it  is  a  Piece  of  worn  Linnen  Cloth  lately 
walhed,  and  the  Burning  did  not  feem  to  be  a 
Month  old  ;  and  yet  when  they  took  it  out  of 
the  Cafe  to  lliew  it  me,  there  were  fome  there 
that  with  great  Devotion  rubb’d  their  Beads  up¬ 
on  it.  The  Bilhop  had  fome  Contefts  with  his 
3  De  am, 
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Dean,  and  being  a  Prince  of  the  Empire,  he  had 
profcribed  him.  The  Dean  had  alfo  behaved 
himfelf  fo  infolently,  that  by  an  Order  of  the 
Dyet,  to  which  even  the  Bifhop,  as  was  believ¬ 
ed,  confented,  he  was  put  in  Prifon  as  he  came 
out  of  the  Cathedral.  By  the  common  Confent 
both  of  the  Popifh  and  Proteftant  Communities, 
a  Law  was  long  ago  made  againfl  Ecclefiaftical 
Immunities  :  This  Attempt  on  the  Dean  was 
made  four  Years  ago.  As  foon  as  he  was  let 
out  he  went  to  Rome ,  and  made  great  Complaints 
of  the  Bifhop  ;  and  it  was  thought  the  Popifh 
Party  intended  to  move  in  the  Dyet  while  we 
were  there  for  the  repealing  of  that  Law,  but 
they  did  it  not.  The  Foundation  of  the  Quar¬ 
rel  between  the  Bifhop  and  Dean  was  the  Exemp¬ 
tions  to  which  the  Dean  and  Chapter  pretended, 
and  upon  which  the  Bifhop  made  fome  Invafion. 
Upon  which  I  took  Occafion  to  fhew  him  the 
Novelty  of  thofe  Exemptions,  and  that  in  the 
primitive  Church  it  was  believed,  that  the  Bi¬ 
fhop  had  the  Authority  over  his  Prefbyters  by  a 
Divine  Right ;  and  if  it  was  by  a  Divine  Right, 
then  the  Pope  could  not  exempt  them  from  his 
Obedience.  But  the  Bifhop  would  not  carry  the 
Matter  fo  high,  and  contented  himfelf  with  two 
Maxims ;  the  one  was,  that  the  Bifhop  was 
Chrift’s  Vicar  in  his  Diocefe  ;  and  the  other  was, 
that  what  the  Pope  was  in  the  Catholick  Church, 
the  Bifhop  was  the  fame  in  his  Diocefe. 

He  was  a  good  natured  Man,  and  did  not 
make  ufe  of  the  great  Authority  that  he  has  over 
the  Papifts  there,  to  fet  them  on  to  live  uneafily 
with  their  Neighbours  of  another  Religion. 

That 
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That  Bifhop  Was  anciently  a  great  Prince  ;  and 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  League  that  carries  ftill 
the  Name  of  the  Houfe  of  God  belonged  to  him  : 
Tho’  I  was  allured  that  Pregallla ,  one  of  thofe 
Communities,  was  a  free  State  above  fix  hun¬ 
dred  Years  ago;  and  that  they  have  Records 
yet  extant  that  prove  this :  The  other  Commu¬ 
nities  of  this  League  bought  their  Liberties  from 
feveral  Bilhops  fome  confiderable  Time  before 
the  Reformation,  of  which  the  Deeds  are  yet 
extant :  So  that  it  is  an  impudent  thing  to  fay, 
as  fome  have  done,  that  they  (hook  off  his  Yoke 
at  that  time. 

The  Bifhop  hath  yet  referved  a  Revenue  of 
about  one  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year, 
and  every  one  of  the  Prebendaries  hath  near  two 
hundred  Pounds  a  Year.  It  is  not  eafy  to  ima¬ 
gine  out  of  what  the  Riches  of  this  Country  are 
raifed  ;  for  one  fees  nothing  but  a  Trad!  of  vaft 
Mountains,  that  feem  barren  Rocks,  and  fome 
little  Vallies  among  them  not  a  Mile  broad,  and 
the  beft  Part  of  thefe  is  wafh’d  away  by  the 
Rhine ,  and  fome  Brooks  that  fall  into  it.  But 
their  Wealth  confifts  chiefly  in  their  Hills, 
which  afford  much  Pafture  ;  and  in  the  hot 
Months,  in  which  all  the  Pafture  of  Italy  is  ge¬ 
nerally  parched,  the  Cattle  are  driven  into  thefe 
Hills,  which  brings  them  in  a  Revenue  of  above 
two  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year.  The 
Publick  is  indeed  very  poor,  but  particular  Per- 
fons  are  fo  rich,  that  I  knew  a  great  many 
there,  who  were  believed  to  have  Eftates  to  the 
Value  of  one  hundred  thoufand  Crowns.  Mr. 
§chove/lein3  that  is  accounted  the  richeft  Man  in 
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the  Country,  is  believed  to  be  worth  a  Million, 
I  mean  of  Livres,  The  Government  here  is 
purely  a  Commonwealth  ;  for  in  the  Choice  of 
their  Magiftrates  every  Man  that  is  above  fixteen 
Years  old  hath  his  Voice,  which  is  alfo  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  fome  of  the  fmall  Cantons.  The 
three  Leagues  are,  the  League  of  the  Grifom , 
that  of  the  Houfe  of  God ,  and  that  of  the  Ten 
JurifdiSiions, 

They  believe,  that  upon  the  Incurffons  of  the 
Goths  and  Vandals ,  as  fome  fled  to  the  Venetian 
Iflands,  out  of  which  arofe  that  famous  Com¬ 
monwealth  ;  fo  others  came  and  fheltred  them- 
fel  ves  in  thofe  Valiies.  They  told  me  of  an  an¬ 
cient  Infcription  lately  found  on  a  Stone,  where 
on  the  one  Side  is  graven,  Omitto  Rhetos ,  indo- 
mitos ,  and  Ne  plus  ultra  is  on  the  other  ;  which 
they  pretend  was  made  by  Julius  Casfar,  The 
Stone  on  which  the  Infcription  is,  is  upon  one  of 
their  Mountains ;  but  I  did  not  pafs  that  Way, 
fo  I  can  make  no  Judgment  concerning  it.  Af¬ 
ter  the  firft  forming  of  this  People,  they  were 
caff  into  little  States,  according  to  the  different 
Valiies  which  they  inhabited,  and  in  which  Ju- 
ftice  was  adminiftred  ;  and  fo  they  fell  under  the 
Power  of  fome  little  Princes,  that  became  fevere 
Mafters.  But  when  they  faw  the  Example  that 
the  Switzers  had  fet  them,  in  fhaking  off  the 
Aufrian  Yoke,  above  two  hundred  Years  ago, 
they  likewife  combined  to  fhake  off  theirs ;  only 
fome  few  of  thofe  fmall  Princes  ufed  their  Au¬ 
thority  better,  and  concurred  with  the  People  in 
fhaking  off  the  Yoke,  and  fo  they  are  ftill  Parts 
of  the  Body  $  only  Haldenjlein  is  an  abfolute 

Sove- 
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Sovereignty.  It  is  about  two  Miles  from  Co  ire 
to  the  Weft,  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Rhine . 
The  whole  Territory  is  about  half  a  Mile  long, 
at  the  Foot  of  the  Alps ,  where  there  is  fcarce 
any  Breadth.  The  Authority  of  thefe  Barons 
was  formerly  more  abfolute  than  it  is  now  ;  for 
the  Subjedfs  were  their  Slaves  :  But  to  keep  to¬ 
gether  the  little  Village,  they  have  granted  them 
a  Power  of  naming  a  Lift  for  their  Magiftrates, 
the  Perfon  being  to  be  named  by  the  Baron,  who 
hath  alfo  the  Right  of  Pardoning,  a  Right  of 
Coining,  and  every  thing  alfo  that  belongs  to  a 
Sovereign.  I  faw  this  little  Prince  in  Coire ,  in 
an  Equipage  not  fuitable  to  his  Quality  ;  for  he 
was  in  all  Points  like  a  very  ordinary  Gentleman. 
There  are  three  other  Baronies  that  are  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Dyet,  and  fubjedf  to  it  \  the  chief 
belonged  to  the  Archdukes  of  Infpruck  ;  the 
other  two  belong  to  Mr.  Schovenjtein  and  Mr. 
de  Mont ;  they  are  the  Heads  of  thofe  Commu¬ 
nities  of  which  their  Baronies  are  compofed  ; 
they  name  the  Magiftrates  out  of  the  Lifts  that 
are  prefented  to  them  by  their  Subjects,  and  they 
have  the  Right  of  Pardoning,  and  of  Confifca- 
tions.  That  belonging  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria 
is  the  biggeft  ;  it  hath  five  Voices  in  the  Dyet, 
and  it  can  raife  twelve  hundred  Men.  One 
Travers  bought  it  of  the  Emperor  in  the  Year 
1679  ;  he  entred  upon  the  Rights  of  the  ancient 
Barons ,  which  were  fpecified  in  an  Agreement 
that  paft  between  him  and  his  Peafants,  and  was 
confirmed  by  the  Emperor.  Travers  made  ma¬ 
ny  Encroachments  upon  the  Privileges  of  his 
Subjects,  who,  upon  that,  made  their  Com¬ 
plaints 
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plaints  to  the  League  ;  but  Travers  would  have 
the  Matter  judged  at  Infpruck ,  and  the  Emperor 
fupported  him  m  this  Pretenfion,  and  fen t  an  A- 
gent  to  the  Dyet.  I  was  prefent  when  he  had 
his  Audience,  in  which  there  was  nothing  but 
general  Compliments.  But  the  Dyet  Hood  firm 
to  their  Constitution,  and  afferted  that  the  Em¬ 
peror  had  no  Authority  to  judge  in  that  Matter, 
which  belonged  only  to  them  :  So  Travers  was 
forced  to  let  his  Pretenfions  fall. 

All  the  other  Parts  of  this  State  are  purely 
Democratical :  There  are  three  different  Bodies 
or  Leagues,  and  every  one  of  thefe  are  an  intire 
Government ;  and  the  Affembly  or  Dyet  of  the 
three  Leagues,  is  only  a  Confederacy,  like  the 
United  Provinces ,  or  the  Cantons .  There  are 
fixty  feven  Voices  in  the  General  Dyet,  which 
are  thus  divided.  The  League  of  the  Grifons 
hath  twenty  eight  Voices,  that  of  the  Houfe  of  y 
God  hath  twenty  four,  and  that  of  the  fur  if  die - 
tions  hath  fifteen.  The  ‘Jurifdiotions  belonged 
anciently  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  ;  but  they  ha¬ 
ving  fhaken  off  that  Authority,  were  incorpora¬ 
ted  into  the  Dyet :  But  in  the  laft  Wars  of  Ger~ 
many ,  the  Aufirians  thought  to  have  brought 
them  again  under  their  Yoke  ;  yet  they  defend¬ 
ed  their  Liberty  with  fo  much  Vigour,  that  the 
Aufirians ,  it  feems,  thought  the  Conqueft  net 
worth  the  while,  and  that  it  would  not  quit  the 
Colt,  They  were  affrighted  by  two  extraordi-* 
nary  Actions ;  in  one  Village,  which  was  quite 
abandoned  by  all  the  Men  belonging  to  it,  who 
left  the  Women  in  it,  fome  hundreds,  as  I  was 
told,  being  there  quartered,  were  apprehenfve 
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,  of  no  Danger  from  their  HoftefTes :  But  the 
Women  intended  to  let  their  Hufbands  fee,  that 
they  were  capable  of  contriving  and  executing  a 
bold  Adtion,  tho’  it  mu  ft  be  confefs’d,  it  was  a 
little  too  rough  and  barbarous  for  the  Sex.  They 
entred  into  a  Combination  to  cut  all  the  Throats 
of  the  Soldiers  at  one  Time.  The  Woman  that 
propofed  this,  had  four  lodged  with  her,  and  fhe 
with  her  own  Hands  difpatch’d  them  all ;  and  fo 
did  all  the  reft,  not  one  Soldier  efcaping  to  carry 
away  the  News  of  fo  unhea>rd-cf  a  Rage.  In 
another  Place,  a  Body  of  the  Aujlrians  came  in¬ 
to  a  Valley  that  was  quite  abandoned  ;  for  the 
Men  that  had  no  Arms  but  their  Clubs  and 
Staves,  had  got  up  to  the  Mountains  :  But  they 
took  their  Meafures  fo  well,  and  pofFefted  them- 
felves  fo  of  the  Paffes,  that  they  came  down  upon 
the  Soldiers  with  fo  much  Fury,  that  they  defeated 
them  quite,  fo  that  very  few  efcaped ;  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  fubduing  of  them  would  have  proved 
a  very  hard(Work.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  in  a 
Condition  to  hold  out  long,  thePublick  is  fo  poor; 
fo  that  tho’  particular  Perfons  are  extreme  rich, 
yet  they  have  no  publick  Revenue,  but  every  Man 
is  concerned  to  preferve  his  Liberty,  which  is  more 
entire  here  than  it  is  even  in  Switzerland :  But  this 
f wells  often  too  much,  and  throws  them  into  great 
Convulfions.  The  League  of  the  G  r  if ons  is  thefirft 
and  moft  ancient,  and  it  is  compofed  of  eight  and 
twenty  Communities,  of  which  there  are  eighteen 
Papifts ,  and  the  reft  are  Protejlants ,  The  Com¬ 
munities  of  the  two  Religions  live  neighbourly 
together,  yet  they  do  not  fuffer  thofe  of  another 
Religion  to  live  among  them  ;  fo  that  every 
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^  * 

Community  is  entirely  of  the  fame  Religion  ; 
and  if  any  one  changes,  he  muft  go  into  another 
Community.  Each  Community  is  an  entire 
State  within  itfelf,  and  all  Perfons  muff  meet 
once  a  Year,  to  chufe  the  Judge  and  his  Affifl- 
ants,  whom  they  change  or  continue  from  Year 
to  Year,  ts  they  fee  Caufe.  There  is  no  Diffe¬ 
rence  made  between  Gentleman  and  Peafant, 
and  the  Tenant  hath  a  Vote  as  well  as  his  Land¬ 
lord  ;  nor  dare  his  Landlord  ufe  him  ill  when  he 
votes  contrary  to  his  Intentions,  for  the  Peafants 
would  look  upon  that  as  a  common  Quarrel. 
An  Appeal  lies  from  the  Judge  of  the  Communi¬ 
ty  to  the  Affembly  of  the  League,  where  all 
Matters  end  ;  for  there  lies  no  Appeal  to  the 
General  Dyet  of  the  Three  Leagues,  except  in 
Matters  that  concern  the  conquered  Countries, 
which  belong  in  common  to  all  the  three.  There 
is  one  chofen  by  the  Deputies  for  the  Affembly 
of  the  League,  who  is  called.  The  Head  of  the 
League ,  that  can  call  them  together  as  he  fees 
Caufe,  and  can  likewife  bring  a  Caufe  that  hath 
been  once  judged  to  a  fecond  Hearing.  Hants 
is  the  chief  Town  of  this  League,  where  their 
Dyet  meets.  The  fecond  League  is  that  of 
The  Houfe  of  God ,  in  which  there  are  four  and 
twenty  Communities.  The  Burgomajfer  of 
Coire  is  always  the  Head  of  this  League.  This 
League  is  almoft  wholly  Protejiant ;  and  the 
two  V alleys  of  the  Upper  and  Loiver  Engedin  are 
pointed  out  by  the  Papifls ,  as  little  lefs  than 
Cannibals  towards  fuch  Catholicks  as  come 
among  them.  But  Friar  Sfondrdto ,  Nephew 
to  Pope  Gregory  XIV.  whofe  Mother  the  Mar- 
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quefs  of  Bergomlniero ,  that  was  in  England , 
hath  married,  found  the  contrary  of  all  this  to 
he  true,  to  his  great  Regret.  About  eighteen 
Years  ago  he  was  believed  to  have  wrought  Mi¬ 
racles  ;  and  he  became  fo  much  in  Love  with 
the  Crown  of  Martyrdom,  that  he  went  thro" 
the  Engedin ,  not  doubting  but  that  he  fhould 
find  there  that  which  he  defired.  His  Brother 
had  come  fometime  before  into  the  Country  i$ 
drink  the  Mineral  Waters,  and  was  well  known 
to  the  Gentry  :  So  fome  of  thefe  hearing  of  the 
Friar’s  coming,  went  and  waited  on  him,  and 
he  was  entertained  by  them  in  their  Houfes,  and 
conveyed  thro*  -the  Country,  tho*  he  took  all 
pofiible  ways  to  provoke  them  ;  for  he  was  often 
railing  at  their  Religion,  but  to  all  that  they 
made  no  Anfwer,  only  they  continued  their  Ci¬ 
vilities  ftill :  Which  did  fo  enrage  the  warm  Fri¬ 
ar,  that  he  went  to  Bormio ,  and  there  (as  was 
believed)  died  of  Grief. 

An  Accident  fell  out  five  Years  ago,  that 
the  People  of  the  Country  efteemed  a  fort  of 
a  Miracle.  The  Papi/ls,  in  their  Procefiions, 
go  fometimes  out  of  one  Community  into  ano- 
ther  j  and  when  they  pafs  through  Proteflant 
Communities,  they  lower  the  Crofs,  and  give 
over  finging  till  they  are  again  upon  PopiJ}> 
Ground  :  But  then  they  went  on  bearing  up 
the  Crofs,  and  finging  as  they  went ;  upon 
which  the  Proteftants  flopp’d  them,  and  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  go  on  in  that  Manner. 
They  finding  that  they  were  not  equal  in  Num¬ 
ber  to  the  Proteftants,  fent  to  a  Catholick  Com¬ 
munity,  and  defired  them  to  come  to  their  Af- 
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1  fiflance.  Two  Thoufand  came,  and  by  all 

i  Appearance  the  Difpute  would  have  had  a 
bloody  Iftue ;  for  the  Proteflants  were  refolved 
tp  maintain  the  Rights  of  their  Community, 
and  the  others  were  no  lefs  refolved  to  force 
their  Way.  But  an  extraordinary  thick  Mift 
arofe,  and  thro’  it  the  Papifts  fancied  they  faw 
a  vaft  Body  of  Men,  which  was  no  other  than 
a  Wood :  But  terrified  with  the  Appearance  of 
fuch  a  Number,  they  retired,  and  this  faved  a 
little  Battel,  that  probably  would  not  only  have 
ended  in  the  fhedding  much  Blood,  but  might 
have  very  much  difordered  the  whole  Confii- 
tution  and  Union  of  their  Leagues.  The  Papifls 
of  Quality  endeavour  much  to  keep  their  People 
in  Order;  but  they  acknowledged  to  myfelf, 
that  the  Proteflants  were  much  peaceabler  than 
the  Catholicks.  The  Jurifdictions  have  fifteen 
Votes  in  the  General  Dyet ;  yet  they  are  gene- 

1  rally  called,  The  Ten  Jurifdiclions,  and  the 
greater  Part  of  them  are  likewife  of  the  Prole- 
3  flarit  Religion  :  For  upon  the  general  Compu- 

ii  tation  of  the  Three  Leagues,  the  Proteflants 
are  about  two  Thirds.  In  their  Dyets  there 
are  three  Tables,  one  in  the  Middle,  and  two 

t  on  either  Side.*-  At  every  Table  fits  the  Head 
I  of  the  League,  and  a  Secretary  near  him ;  and 
'  from  the  Table  there  go  down  Benches  cn  both 
i  Hands,  for  the  Deputies  from  the  Communities 
of  that  League.  They  hold  their  Dyets  by 
Turns  in  the  chief  Towns  of  the  feveral 
>  Leagues,  and  it  happened  to  be  the  Turn  of  tire 
1  Houfe  of  God ,  when  I  was  there  ; '  fo  they  met 
at  Coire* 
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The  three  Leagues  have  a  conquered  Coun¬ 
try  in  Italy 9  divided  into  three  Diftridls;  the 
V alt  dine,  Ch  avenues,  and  Bormio .  When  John 
GaleaJJe  pofTefTed  himfelf  of  the  Duchy  of  Mi¬ 
lan,  and  drove  out  Barnabas,  Majlinas,  one  of 
Barnabas' s  Sons,  to  whom  his  Father  had  given 
thofe  three  Branches  of  the  Duchy  of  Milan , 
retired  to  Coir e,  and  being  hofpitably  received 
and  entertained  by  the  Bifhop,  when  he  died, 
he  gave  his  Right  to  thofe  Territories  to  the 
Cathedral  of  Co  ire  :  But  here  was  a  Title  with¬ 
out  a  Force  able  to  make  it  good.  But  when 
the  Wars  of  Italy  were  on  Foot,  the  three 
Leagues  being  much  courted  by  both  the 
Crowns,  fince  they  were  Mailers  of  the  PafFes, 
by  which  either  the  Switzers  or  Germans  could 
come  into  Italy,  they  refolved  to  lay  hold  on 
that  Opportunity  :  Yet  they  had  not  Zeal 
enough*  for  their  Bifhop,  to  engage  deep  upon 
his  Account ;  fo  they  agreed  with  him  to  pay 
him  fuch  a  Revenue,  and  he  transferred  his 
‘Title  to  them,  and  they  were  fo  confiderable  to 
the  Spaniards,  that  without  much  ado,  they 
yielded  thofe  Parcels  of  the  Duchy  of  Milan  to 
them,  and  by  this  Means  they  are  pofTefTed  of 
them.  Thofe  Acceflions  to  this  State  are  n  uch 
better  than  the  principal ;  for  as  certainly  the 
Valteline,  which  is  above  forty  Miles  long,  nd 
two  broad,  is  one  of  the  richeft  Valleys  in  ts<* 
World,  in  which  there  are  three  Harvefts  fome 
Years;  fo  the  Chavennes  and  Bormio  are  much 
preferable  to  the  beft  Valleys  of  the  Grifons . 
Yet  the  Engagement  that  People  have  to  their 
native  Homes  appears  fignally  here,  fince  the 
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Grifdns  have  not  forfaken  their  Country,  that 
they  might  fituate  themfelves  fo  advantageoufly  : 
But  they  love  their  rugged  Valleys,  and  think 
the  Safety  they  enjoy  in  them  beyond  the  Plea- 
fures  of  their  acquired  Dominions ;  fo  they 
govern  them  by  Bailiff's  and  Podejlas ,  and  other 
Officers  whom  they  lend  among  them  ;  and  all 
the  Advantages  that  they  draw  from  them  is, 
that  the  Magiflrates  whom  they  fend  to  govern 
them,  do  enrich  themfelves,  as  the  Bailiffs  in 
Switzerland  do.  All  thofe  Offices  go  round 
the  feveral  Communities,  who  have  the  Right 
of  Nomination  in  their  Turn  ;  but  if  there  is 
none  of  the  Community  proper  for  the  Employ¬ 
ment,  any  one  of  another  Community  may  buy 
of  them  the  Nomination  for  that  Turn,  and  the 
Community  diifribute  among  them  the  Money 
that  he  gives  them.  The  Publick  draws  no¬ 
thing  out  of  thofe  Parts,  except  the  Fines, 
which  in  fome  Years  amount  to  no  confiderahle 
Sum ;  and  ten  or  twelve  Thoufand  Crowns  is 
thought  a  great  deal  to  be  raifed  out  of  them 
in  a  Year  :  So  that  their  Subjects  live  happy, 
and  free  of  all  Taxes,  which  made  their  la  ft 
Revolt  appear  the  more  extraordinary.  And 
it  was  indeed  the  Effedi  of  a  very  furprizing 
Bigotry,  when  a  People  under  the  gentleft  Yoke 
m  the  World,  who  had  no  other  Grievance, 
but  that  now  and  then  their  Magiflrates  were 
•  of  another  Religion,  and  that  the  Protefhmt 
Religion  was  tolerated  among#  them,  would 
therefore  throw  off  their  Mailers,  cut  the 
Throats  of  their  Neighbours,  and  call  them¬ 
felves  into  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards ,  who 
>  /  E  2  ‘  are 
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are  the  terrible#  Mailers  in  the  World. 

But  to  give  a  more  particular  Relation  of 
tjiat  Matter,  and  to  tell  the  Circumftances 
which  feem  a  little  to  leflen  that  Rebellion  and 
Maflacre,  I  mu#  give  an  Account  of  a  Part  of 
this  Conftitution  that  is  very  terrible,  and  which 
makes  the  greatefl:  Men  in  it  to  tremble.  The 
Peafants  come  fometimes  in  great  Bodies,  and 
demand  a  Chamber  of  Juftice  from  the  General 
Dyet,  and  they  are  bound  to  grant  it  always 
when  it  is  thus  demanded,  which  comes  about 
generally  once  in  twenty  Years.  Comnqonly 
this  Tumult  of  the  Peafants  is  fet  on  by  fome 
of  the  malecontented  Gentry,  and  generally 
there  are  a  great  many  Sacrifices  made.  This 
Court  is  compofed  of  ten  Judges  out  of  every 
League,  and  twenty  Advocates,  who  manage 
fuch  Accufations  as  are  prefented  to  them. 
This  Court  is  paramount  to  Law,  and  a£ts  like 
a  Court  of  Inquifition  ;  they  give  the  QuefHon, 
and  do  every  Thing  that  they  think  neceffary 
to  difcover  the  Truth  of  fuch  Accufations  as 
are  prefented  to  them  ;  and  the  Decifions  of  this 
Court  can  never  be  brought  under  a  fecond  Re¬ 
view,  tho’  there  is  an  Exception  to  this ;  for 
about  a  Hundred  Years  ago,  one  Court  of 
Juftice  reverfed  all  that  another  had  done  :  But 
that  is  a  fingle  Inflance.  The  Peafants  are  in 
as  great  a  Jealoufy  of  the  Spaniards ,  as  the 
Switzers  are  of  the  French  ;  and  the  good  Men 
among  them  are  extremely  fenfible  of  a  great 
DilTolution  of  Morals,  that  the  Spanijh  Service 
brings  among  them.  For  there  is  a  Grifon 
Regiment  kept  ft  ill  in  Pay  by  the  Spaniards ; 

there 
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|  there  are  in  it  twelve  Companies  of  fifty  a- 
piece,  and  the  Captains  have  a  Thoufand  Crowns 
Pay,  tho’  they  are  not  obliged  to  attend  upon 
!'  the  Service.  This  is,  upon  the  Matter,  a  Pen- 
i!  fion  paid  under  a  more  decent  Name  to  the 
\  moft  confiderable  Men  of  the  Country;^ and 
f  this  is  {hared  among  them  without  any  Di¬ 
li  ftin&ion  of  Proteftant  and  Papift,  and  is  be¬ 
ll  lieved  to  fway  their  Councils  much.  The  Pea- 
I:  fants  are  apt  to  take  Fire,  and  to  believe  they 
s;  are  betrayed  by  thofe  Penfioners  of  Spain  ;  and 
i  when  Rumours  are  blown  about  among  them, 

I  they  come  in  great  Numbers  to  demand  a 

II  Chamber  of  Juftice.  The  common  Queftion 
t  that  they  give,  which  is  alfo  ufed  all  Switzer - 
S|  land  over,  and  in  Geneva ,  is.  That  they  tie  the 
l  Hands  of  the  fufpe<fted  Perfon  behind  his  Back, 
s  and  pull  them  up  to  his  Head,  and  fo  draw 
t  them  about,  by  which  the  Arms,  and  chiefly 
S  the  Shoulder-blades  are  disjointed.  And  when 
Ei  a  Perfon  put  to  the  Queftion  confefles  his  Crime, 
I  and  is  upon  that  condemned  to  die,  he  is  obliged 
i\  to  renew  his  Confeflion  upon  Oath  at  the  Place 
:i  of  Execution ;  and  if  he  goes  off  from  it  then, 
q  and  faith.  That  his  ConfeJJion  was  extorted  by 
‘I  the  Violence  of  the  Torture ,  he  is  put  again  to 
1  the  Queftion :  For  this  pafles  for  a  Maxim, 
\  That  no  Man  mujl  die ,  unlefs  he  confeffeth  him - 
S'  felf  guilty.  Generally  when  the  Fury  of  de¬ 
manding  this  Chamber  is  fpread  among  the 

t  People,  the  Gentry  run  away,  and  leave  the 
i  whole  Matter  in  the  Power  of  the  Peafants ;  for 
i  they  know  not  where  it  will  end  :  And  fo  the 
3  Peafants  being  named  to  be  Judges,  the  Juftice 

E  3  goes 
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goes  quick ,  till  feme  Sacrifices  appeafe  the 
Rage.  Two  Years  ago,  upon  the  Sale  of  a 
Common  to  the  Bifhop  of  Como,  to  which  he 
had  an  ancient  Pretenfion,  the  Peafants  having 
no  more  the  Liberty  of  the  Common,  were  en¬ 
raged  at  their  Magiftrates,  and  a  Report  was 
fipread  abroad,  of  which  the  firfi:  Author  could 
never  he  difeovered.  That  the  Spaniards  had  fent 
<a  Hundred  Thcufand  Crowns  among  the?n  to  cor¬ 
rupt  all  their  Magljlrates.  Upon  this  they 
ivere  fo  fet  on  Fire,  that  it  was  generally 
thought  there  would  have  been  many  Sacrifices 
made  to  this  Fury:  But  the  Gentry  happened 
to  be  then  fo  much  united,  that  there  was  none 
of  them  engaged  among  the  Peafanfes,  or  that 
managed  their  Rage.  A  Chamber  of  Juftice 
was  granted,  but  the  Matter  was  fo  ordered, 
that  it  did  not  appear  that  any  one  was  guilty  : 
Yet  fome  that  had  dealt  in  that  Tranfadfion 
were  fined,  not  fo  much  for  any  Fault  of  theirs, 
as  to  raife  a  Fund  to  pay  the  Expences  of  the 
Chamber.  And  becaufe  they  could  not  find 
Colour  enough  to  raife  fo  much  out  of  the 
Fines,  there  was  a  Fine  of  five  Hundred  Livres 
laid  on  every  one  of  the  Spanlfj  Companies. 
I  hope  this  Digrelfion  will  not  appear  tedious 
to  you,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  you  will  foon 
fee  that  it  was  a  little  neceflary  to  open  the 
Matter  of  the  Rebellion  and  Mafi'acre  in  the 
Valteline . 

In  the  Year  1618,  there  was  a  Report  fet 
about,  That  the  Spaniards  had  a  Treaty  on  foot 
to  tear  away  the  Valteline  from  the  Leagues . 
This  was  fupported  by  the  Fort  Puentes ,  that 

the 
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ffie  Governor  of  Milan  was  building  upon  the 
Lake  of  Como.  Near  the  Valteline  there  was 
one  Ganatz  a  Minifter,  but  a  bloody  and  perfi¬ 
dious  Man,  that  fet  on  and  managed  the  Rage 
of  the  Peafants  ;  and  there  was  great  Reafon  to 
fufpedb  fome  under-hand  Dealing,  tho’  he  threw 
it  which  way  he  pleafed.  A  Chamber  of  Juftice 
was  appointed  to  fit  at  ' Tojfane ,  which  is  a  con- 
fiderable  Town  twelve  Miles  from  Coire ,  cn 
the  Way  to  Italy,  near  Alta  Rhetla ,  which  is  a 
high  and  fmall  Hill,  to  which  there  is  no  Ac- 
cefs.  but  on  one  Side,  where  there  are  yet  the 
Ruins  of  a  Caftle  and  a  Church,  and  which  they 
believe  was  the  Palace  of  Rhetus ,  the  fi rib  Prince 
of  the  Country.  There  was  fevere  Juftice 
done  in  this  Chamber  ;  a  Prieft  was  put  to  the 
Queftion,  and  fo  ill  ufed,  that  he  died  in  it, 
which  is  a  crying  Thing  among  them.  The 
chief  Sufpicion  lay  upon  one  Riant  a ,  who  be¬ 
ing  of  one  of  the  beft  Families  of  the  Grifons , 
was  then  one  of  the  Captains  in  the  Spanijb 
Regiment :  He  withdrew  himfelf  from  the 
Storm  ;  but  the  Peafants,  led  on  by  Ganatz , 
purfued  him  fo,  that  at  laft  they  found  him, 
and  hewed  him  in  pieces,  Ganatz  himfelf 
ftriking  the  firft  Stroke  with  an  Ax,  which  was 
taken  up  and  preferved  by  his  Friends  ;  and 
four  and  twenty  Years  after,  fifty  or  fixty  of 
his  Friends  fell  upon  Ganatz  in  Coire ,  and  killed 
him  with  the  fame  Ax,  which  they  brought 
~  along  with  them,  that  they  might  execute  their 
Defign  by  the  fame  Tool  with  which  their 
Friend  was  murthered.  Ganatz  had,  during 
the  Wars,  abandoned  both  his  Religion  and 

E  4  v  Pro- 
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Profeffion,  being  indeed  a  Difgrace  to  both, 
and  had  ferved  firft  in  the  Venetian ,  and  then 
in  the  Spanijh  Troops.  After  the  Peace  was 
made,  he  became  fo  conftderable,  being  fup- 
ported  by  the  Spanijh  Faction,  that  he  was 
chofen  Governor  of  Chavennes ,  and  was  come 
over  to  Coire  to  a  Dyet,  he  being  then  in  fo 
important  a  Charge.  But  he  was  fo  much 
hated,  that  tho*  the  murthering  of  a  Magiftrate 
in  Office,  and  at  a  publick  Afiembly,  in  fo 
terrible  a  Manner,  ought  to  have  been  feverely 
punifhed  ;  yet  no  Enquiry  was  made  into  the 
Crime,  nor  was  any  Man  fo  much  as  queftioned 
for  it.  In  that  Chamber  many  that  were  put 
to  the  Queftion  confefied  enough  to  hang  them  ; 
fome  endured  the  Queftion,  and  efcaped  with 
the  Lofs  of  the  Ufe  of  their  Arms.  Thofe  of  the 
Valteline  have  made  ufe  of  this  Severity,  as  that 
which  gave  the  Rife  to  the  Maftacre  ;  and  it  is 
very  probable  this  might  have  drawn  in  fome 
that  would  have  been  otherwife  more  moderate, 
and  that  it  did  likewife  precipitate  that  barbarous 
Action.  Yet  it  was  afterwards  found  out,  that 
the  Plot  had  been  formed  long  before  ;  fo  that 
the  Induftry  and  Rage  of  the  Priefts,  managed 
by  Spanijh  Emiflaries,  working  upon  the  Bigotry 
of  the  People,  was  the  real  Caufe  ;  and  this  was 
only  made  ufe  of  as  a  Pretext  to  give  fome  more 
plaufible  Colours  to  the  MafTacre,  which  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  fome  Months  after  this  Chamber  was  dif- 
folved.  It  began  while  the  Protejiants  were  at 
Church  ;  there  were  fome  Hundreds  deftroyed, 
the  reft  got  all  up  to  the  Mountains,  and  fo 
efcaped  into  the  Country  of  the  Grifons ;  and 
✓  thofe 
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thofe  of  Chavannes  got  likewife  up  to  the  Hills,  for 
they  are  fituated  juft  at  the  bottom  of  them. 

I  jfhall  not  profecute  the  reft  of  that  War  ; 
the  French  faw  of  what  Advantage  it  was  to 
them,  not  to  let  this  Pafs  from  Italy  into  Ger¬ 
many  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards ;  fo 
Bajfompiere  was  fent  to  Madrid ,  and  obtained  a 
Promife,  that  all  Things  fhould  be  put  into  the 
fame  State  in  which  they  were  before  the  Year 
1618.  But  when  that  Order  was  fent  to  the 
Governour  of  Milan ,  it  was  plain  he  had  fecret 
Orders  to  the  contrary,  for  he  refufed  to  execute 
it.  So  a  War  followed,  in  which  the  Grifons 
found  it  was  not  eafy  for  them  to  fupport  the 
Charge  of  it,  without  employing  the  Affiftance 
of  the  French .  But  the  Spaniards  pretended  to 
have  no  other  Intereft  in  the  Affairs  of  the  VaR 
teline ,  than  the  Prefervation  of  the  Catholick 
Religion ;  and  to  fhew  their  Sincerity,  they  put 
the  Country  into  the  Pope’s  Hands,  knowing  that 
he  could  not  preferve  it  but  by  their  Afliftance, 
nor  reftore  it,  without  fecuring  it  from  all 
Change  of  Religion.  The  French  willingly  un¬ 
dertook  the  Caufe  of  the  Grifons ,  and  becaufe 
the  Duke  of  Rohan  was  like  to  be  the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  General,  as  being  of  their  Religion,  he 
was  fent  to  command  fome  Forces  that  marched 
thither.  But  he  faw,  that  if  the  French  oncev 
made  themfelves  Mafters  of  the  Paffes  of  the 
Country,  it  would  turn  to  their  Ruin  ;  and  find¬ 
ing  the  Grifons  repofed  an  entire  Confidence  in 
him,  he  thought  it  unbecoming  him  to  be  an 
Inftrument  in  that  which  he  faw  muft  be  fatal 
to  them. 
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The  Spaniards  feeing;  the  French  engage  in  the 
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Quarrel,  and  fearing  left  they  fhould  pofTefs 
themfelves  of  the  Paffes,  offered  to  reftore  all 
the  Territory  in  Italy ;  for  Chavannes  and  Bor - 
wio  had  like  wife  revolted,  only  the  Protejlants 
got  away  fo  quick  upon  the  Diforders  in  the  Vat- 
teline ,  that  they  prevented  the  Rage  of  the 
Priefts.  The  Spaniards  afk’d  thefe  Conditions  : 
That  an  Amnefty  fhould  be  granted  for  what  was 
paft  :  That  there  fhould  be  no  Exercife  of  the 
Prctejiant  Religion  tolerated  in  the  Country  ; 
and  that  even  the  Bailiffs  and  other  Magiftrates 
of  that  Religion,  who  were  to  be  fent  into  the 
Valteline ,  fhould  have  no  Exercife  of  their  Reli¬ 
gion  :  And  as  for  other  Perfons,  that  none  of 
that  Religion  might  ftay  above  fix  Weeks  at  a 
Time  in  the  Country.  The  Duke  of  Rohan 
feeing  that  Conditions  of  fo  much  Advantage  to 
the  Leagues  were  offered  them,  did  under-hand 
advife  thofe  of  that  Religion  to  accept  of  them, 
at  the  fame  Time  that  he  feemed  openly  to  op- 
pofe  the  Treaty  fet  on  foot  on  thofe  Terms  ;  and 
that  he  might  get  out  of  his  Employment  with 
lefs  Difhonour,  he  advifed  their  clapping  him  up 
in  Prifon,  till  they  had  finifhed  their  Treaty  with 
the  Spaniards .  So  that  they  very  gratefully  to 
this  Day  own,  that  they  owe  the  Prefervation 
of  their  Country  to  the  wife  Advices  of  that 
Great  Man.  Many  that  were  of  that  Religion 
returned  to  their  Houfes  and  Eftates  ;  but  the 
greateft  Part  fearing  fuch  another  Maffacre, 
have  fince  changed  their  Religion,  others  have 
fold  their  Eftates,  and  left  the  Country  ;  fome 
ihy  ftill,  and  go  two  or  three  Hours  Journey  to 
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fame  of  the  Prote-ftant  Communities ,  where 
they  have  the  Exercife  of  their  Religion  :  And 
tho’  they  may  not  flay  in  the  Valteline  above  fix 
Weeks  at  a  time,  yet  they  avoid  that  by  going 
for  a  Day  or  two  out  of  the  Country  once  with¬ 
in  that  time ;  nor  is  that  Matter  at  prefent  fo  fe- 
verely  examined,  fo  that  there  is  a  Calm  among 
them  as  to  thofe  Matters.  But  when  it  comes 
to  the  Turn  of  the  ProteJjant  Communities  to 
fend  one  of  their  Religion  to  thofe  Employments, 
he  is  often  much  e  mb  a  raffed  by  the  Bifliop  of 
Como ,  to  whofe  Diocefs  thofe  Territories  belong  : 
For  if  the  Bifhop  fancies,  that  they  do  any  thing 
contrary  to  the  Ecclefiaffical  Immunities,  he  ex¬ 
communicates  them.  And  tho’  this  may  appear 
a  ridiculous  thing,  fmce  they  are  already  in  a 
worfe  State  by  being  FJeTeticks,  yet  it  produces 
a  very  fenfible  Effect  \  for  the  People,  that  are 
extremely  fuperftitious,  will  not,  after  that, 
come  near  fuch  Magiftrates  :  So  that  about  three 
Years  ago,  a  Bailiff  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
delire  to  be  recalled,  tho’  his  Time  was  not  out, 
fmce  being  excommunicated,  he  could  no  lon¬ 
ger  maintain  the  Government  in  his  own  Perfon. 

Among  the  Grijons  the  Roman  Law  prevails, 
modelled  a  little  by  their  Cuftoms :  One  that 
was  a  little  particular  was  executed  when  I  was 
there.  A  Man  that  hath  an  Eflate  by  his  Wife, 
enjoys  it  after  her  Death  as  long  as  he  continues 
a  Widower  ;  but  when  he  marries  again,  he  is 
bound  to  divide  it  among  the  Children  he  had  by 
her.  The  Juftice  is  fhort  and  fimple,  but  it  is 
often  thought  that  Bribes  go  here,  tho’  but 
meanly  in  proportion  to  their  Poverty,  as  well 
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as  in  other  Places.  The  married  Women  here 
do  fcarce  appear  abroad,  except  at  Church  ;  but 
the  young  Women  have  more  Liberty  before 
they  are  married.  There  is  fuch  a  Plenty  of  all 
Things  by  reafon  of  the  Gentlenefs  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  Induffry  of  the  People,  that 
in  all  the  ten  Days  I  ftaid  in  Coire ,  I  was  but  once 
afked  an  Alms  in  the  Streets.  There  are  two 
Churches  in  Coire ;  in  the  one  there  is  an  Organ 
that  joins  with  their  Voices  in  the  Tinging  of  the 
Pfalms ;  and  there  was  for  the  Honour  of  the 
Dyet,  while  we  were  there,  an  Anthem  Tung  by 
a  Set  of  MuTicians  very  regularly.  In  all  the 
Churches  both  of  Switzerland  and  the  Grifons , 
except  in  this  only,  the  Minider  preaches  co¬ 
vered,  but  here  he  is  bare-headed.  And  I  ob- 
ferved  a  particular  Devotion  ufed  here  in  faying 
of  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  that  the  Minifters,  who 
wear  Caps,  put  them  off  when  this  was  faid. 
The  W omen  here,  as  in  Bern ,  turn  all  to  the 
Eaff  in  Time  of  Prayer,  and  alfo  in  their  private 
Devotions  before  and  after  the  publick  Prayers : 
Many  alfo  bow  at  the  Name  of  'Jefus.  They 
chriffen  difcovering  the  whole  Head,  and  pour¬ 
ing  the  Water  on  the  Hind-head,  ufing  a  trine 
Afperfion  ;  which  is  alfo  the  Pradlice  of  the 
Switzers.  It  was  Matter  of  much  Edification, 
to  fee  the  great  Numbers  both  here  and  all  Swit¬ 
zerland  over,  that  come  every  Day  to  Prayers 
Morning  and  Evening.  They  give  here  in  the 
middle  of  the  Prayer  a  good  Interval  of  Silence 
for  the  private  Devotions  of  the  Affembly.  The 
Schools  here  go  not  above  Latin ,  Greeks  and 
Logick  3  and  for  the  red:  they  fend  their  Chil¬ 
dren 
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dren  to  Zurich  or  BafiL  The  Clergy  here  are 
very  meanly  provided  ;  for  the  moft  part  they 
have  nothing  but  the  Benevolence  of  their  Peo¬ 
ple.  They  complained  much  to  me  of  a  great 
Coldnefs  in  their  People  in  the  Matters  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  of  a  great  Corruption  in  their  Morals. 
The  Commons  are  extreme  infolent,  and  many 
Crimes  go  unpunifhed,  if  the  Perfons  that  com¬ 
mit  them  have  either  great  Credit  or  much  Mo¬ 
ney.  The  poor  Minifters  here  are  under  a  terri¬ 
ble  Slavery ;  for  the  Grifons  pretend',  that  in  all 
Times  they  had  not  only  the  Patronage  of  their 
Churches,  but  a  Power  to  difmifs  their  Church¬ 
men  as  they  faw  Caufe.  How  it  is  among  the 
Papifts  I  cannot  tell ;  but  the  Dean  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Houfe  of  God  told  me,  they  had  an  ill 
Cuftom  of  ordaining  their  Minifters  without  a 
Title,  upon  an  Examination  of  their  Qualifica¬ 
tions  and  Abilities,  which  took  them  up  general¬ 
ly  fix  or  feven  Hours ;  and  when  the  Trial  was 
thus  difpatched,  if  the  Perfon  was  found  qualifi¬ 
ed,  they  ordained  him  :  And  it  was  too  ordina¬ 
ry  for  thofe  that  were  thus  ordained,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  undermine  the  Minifters  already  in  Em¬ 
ployment,  if  their  People  grew  difgufted  at 
them,  or  as  they  became  difabled  by  Age ;  and 
often  the  Intereft  and  Kindred  of  the  Intruder 
carried  the  Matter  againft  the  Incumbent  with¬ 
out  any  Colour  or  Pretence ;  and  in  that  Cafe 
the  Synod  was  bound  to  receive  the  Intruder. 
In  one  half  of  the  Country  they  preach  in  High 
Dutch ,  and  in  the  other  half  in  a  corrupt  Itali¬ 
an ,  which  they  call  Romanijh ,  that  is,  a  Mix¬ 
ture  of  French  and  Italia In  every  League 
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they  have  a  Synod  ;  and  as  the  People  choofe 
their  Minlfters,  fo,  in  Imitation  of  the  Switzers, 
every  Synod  choofes  their  Antifles ,  or  Superin- 
tendant.  He  is  call’d  the  Dean  among  the  Gri¬ 
fons ,  and  hath  a  fort  of  Epifcopal  Power ;  but 
he  is  accountable  to  the  Synod  :  The  Office  is 
for  Life ;  but  the  Synod,  upon  great  Caufe  given, 
may  make  a  Change.  The  People  of  this 
Country  are  much  more  lively  than  the  Switzers , 
and  they  begin  to  have  fome  Tincture  of  the 
Italian  Temper.  They  are  extreme  civil  to 
Strangers  ;  but  it  feems,  in  all  Commonwealths 
Innkeepers  think  they  have  a  Right  to  exacff  up¬ 
on  Strangers ;  which  one  finds  here,  as  well  as 
in  Holland, ,  or  in  Switzerland. 

I  fhall  conclude  what  I  have  to  fay  concerning 
the  Grifons  with  a  very  extraordinary  Story, 
which  I  had  both  from  the  Minifters  of  Coire , 
and  feveral  other  Gentlemen,  that  faw  in  Aprils 
1685,  about  five  hundred  Perfons  of  different 
Sexes  and  Ages  that  pafs’d  thro’  the  Town,  who 
gave  this  Account  of  themfelves.  They  were 
the  Inhabitants  of  a  Valley  in  Tirol,  belonging 
for  the  greateft  part  to  the  Archbifhoprick  of 
Saltzburg ,  but  fome  of  them  were  in  the  Dio- 
cefes  of  Trent  and  Breffe.  They  feemed  to  be 
a  Remnant  of  the  old  JValdenfes ;  they  worfhip- 
ped  neither  Images  nor  Saints,  and  they  believed 
the  Sacrament  was  only  a  Commemoration  of 
the  Death  of  Chrill ;  and  in  many  other  Points 
they  had  their  peculiar  Opinions,  different  from 
thofe  of  the  Church  of  Rome  :  They  knew  no¬ 
thing  either  of  Lutherans  or  Cahinijls  ;  and  the 
Grifons ,  tho’  their  Neighbours,  had  never  heard 
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of  this  Nearnefs  of  theirs  to  the  Proteftant  Reli¬ 
gion.  They  had  Mafs  faid  among  them  ;  but 
fome  Years  fince  fome  of  the  Valley  going  over 
to  Germany  to  earn  fomewhat  by  their  Labour, 
happened  to  go  into  the  Palatinate ,  where  they 
were  better  inftrudaed  in  Matters  of  Religion ; 
and  thefe  brought  back  with  them  into  the  Val¬ 
ley  the  Heidelbnrg  Catechifm,  together  with 
fome  other  Gertnan  Books,  which  ran  over  the 
Valley  ;  and  they  being  before  that  in  a  goodDif- 
pofition,  thofe  Books  had  fuch  an  Effect  upon 
them,  that  they  gave  over  going  to  Mafs  any 
more,  and  began  to  worfhip  God  in  a  Way  more 
fuitable  to  the  Rules  fet  down  in  Scripture, 
Some  of  their  Priefls  concurred  with  them  in  this 
happy  Change  ;  but  others,  that  adhered  flill  to 
the  Mafs,  went  and  gave  the  Archbifhop  of 
Saltzburg  an  Account  of  it  ;  upon  which  he 
fent  fome  into  the  Country  to  examine  the 
Truth  of  the  Matter,  to  exhort  them  to  return 
to  Mafs,  and  to  threaten  them  with  all  Severity, 
if  they  continued  obftinate  :  So  they  feeing  a 
terrible  Storm  ready  to  break  upon  them,  refoh 
ved  to  abandon  their  Ploufes,  and  all  they  had, 
rather  thaji  fin  againfl  their  Confciences  ;  and 
the  whole  Inhabitants  of  the  Valley,  old  and 
young,  Men  and  Women,  to  the  Number  of 
two  thoufand,  divided  themfelves  into  feverai 
Bodies ;  fome  intended  to  go  to  Brandenburgs 
others  to  the  Palatinates  and  about  five  hundred 
took  the  Way  of  Coire ,  intending  to  difperfe 
themfelves  in  Switzerland .  The  Minifters  told 
me,  they  were  much  edified  with  their  Simpli¬ 
city  and  Mgdefty  j  for  a  Collection  being  made 
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for  them,  they  defired  only  a  little  Bread  to  car¬ 
ry  them  on  their  Way.  From  Coire  we  went 
to  To  (Jane,  and  from  thence  thro’  the  Way  that 
is  juftly  called  Via  Mala .  It  is  thro’  a  Bottom 
between  two  Rocks,  thro’  which  the  Rhine  runs, 
but  under  Ground,  for  a  great  part  of  the  Way  : 
The  Way  is  cut  out  in  the  Middle  of  the  Rock 
in  fome  Places  ;  and  in  feveral  Places  the  Steep- 
nefs  of  the  Rock  being  fuch,  that  a  Way  could 
not  be  cut  out,  there  are  Beams  driven  into  it, 
over  which  Boards  and  Earth  are  laid.  This 
Way  holds  an  Hour ;  after  that  there  is  for  two 
Hours  good  Way,  and  we  paft  thro’  two  confi- 
derable  Villages  ;  there  is  good  Lodging  in  both  : 
From  thence  there  is  for  two  Hours  Journey 
terrible  Way,  almofl  as  bad  as  the  Via  Mala  ; 
then  an  Hour’s  Journey  good  Way  to  Splugen, 
which  is  a  large  Village  of  above  two  hundred 
Houfes,  that  are  well  built,  and  the  Inhabitants 
feem  all  to  live  at  their  Eafe,  tho’  they  have  no 
fort  of  Soil  but  a  little  Meadow-Ground  about 
them.  This  is  the  laft  Proteflant  Church  that 
was  in  our  Way  r  It  was  well  endow’d  j  for  the 
Provifion  for  the  MiniPer  was  near  two  hundred 
Crowns.  Thofe  of  this  Village  are  the  Carriers 
between  Italy  and  Germany ,  fo  they  drive  a  great 
Trade  ;  for  there  is  here  a  perpetual  Carriage  go¬ 
ing  and  coming  ;  and  we  were  told,  that  there 
pafs  generally  a  hundred  Horfes  thro’  this  Town, 
one  Day  with  another  ;  and  there  are  above  five 
hundred  Carriage- Horfes  that  belong  to  the 
Town.  From  this  Place  we  went  mounting  for 
three  Hours,  tiii  we  got  to  the  top  of  the  Hills, 
where  there  is  only  one  great  Inn.  After  that, 
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the  Way  was  tolerably  good  for  two  Hours; 
and  for  two  Hours  there  is  a  conflant  Defcent, 
which  for  the  moft  part  is  as  fteep  as  if  we  were 
all  the  while  going  down  Stairs.  At  the  Foot  of 
this  is  a  little  Village,  call’d  Campdolein ;  and  here 
we  found  we  were  in  Italy  9  both  by  the  vaft  Diffe¬ 
rence  of  the  Climate  (for  whereas  we  were 
freezing  on  the  other  Side,  the  Heat  of  the  Sun 
was  uneafy  here ;)  and  alfo  by  the  Number  of 
the  Beggars ;  tho’  it  may  feem  the  Reverfe  of 
what  one  ought  to  expert,  fince  the  richefl 
Country  of  Europe  is  full  of  Beggars ;  and  the 
Grifons ,  that  are  one  of  the  pooreft  States,  have 
no  Beggars  at  all.  One  Thing  is  alfo  ft  range, 
that  among  the  Grifons ,  the  rich  Wine  of  the 
Valteline ,  after  it  is  carried  three  Days  Journey, 
is  fold  cheaper  than  the  Wine  of  other  Coun¬ 
tries  where  it  grows  at  the  Door;  but  there  are 
no  Taxes  nor  Impofitions  here.  From  Campdo¬ 
lein  there  are  three  Hours  Journey  to  Chavennes9 
all  in  a  flow  Defcent,  and  in  fome  Places  the 
Way  is  extreme  rugged  and  ftony.  Chavenne s 
is  very  pleafantly  fituated  at  the  very  Foot  of  the 
Mountains  ;  there  runs  thro’  the  Town  a  plea- 
fant  little  River.  It  is  nobly  built,  and  hath  a 
great  many  rich  Vineyards  about  it ;  and  the 
Rebound  of  the  Sun-Beams  from  the  Mountains 
doth  fo  encreafe  the  Heats,  that  the  Soil  is  as 
rich  here  as  in  any  Place  of  Italy.  Here  one  be¬ 
gins  to  fee  a  noble  Architecture  in  a  great  many 
Houfes  ;  in  fhort,  all  the  Marks  of  a  rich  Soil 
and  a  free  Government  appear  here.  The 
Town  flood  a  little  more  to  the  North  about  five 
hundred  Years  ago,  but  a  Slice  of  the  Jlps  came 
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down  upon  it  and  buried  it  quite  >  and  at  the 
upper  End  of  the  Town  there  are  fome  Rocks 
that  look  like  Ruins,  about  which  there  hath  been 
a  very  extraordinary  Expence,  to  divide  them 
one  from  another,  and  to  make  them  fit  Places 
for  Forts  and  Caftles  :  The  Marks  of  the  Tools 
appeared  all  over  the  Rock  in  one  Place.  I 
meafured  the  Breadth  of  the  one  from  the  other, 
which  is  twenty  Foot,  the  Length  is  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  Foot ;  and,  as  v/e  could  guefs, 
the  Rock  was  two  hundred  Foot  high,  cut  down 
on  both  Sides  in  a  Line  as  even  as  a  Wall ;  to¬ 
wards  the  Top  of  one,  the  Name  Sa'vius  is  cut 
in  great  Letters,  a  little  Gothick.  On  the  Tops 
of  thofe  Rocks  which  are  inaecefiible,  except  on 
the  one  Side,  and  to  that  the  Afcent  is  extreme 
uneafy,  they  had  Garrifons  during  the  Wars  of 
the  Valteline  :  There  were  fifteen  hundred  in 
Garrifon  in  that  which  is  in  the  middle.  There 
fall  down  frequently  Slices  from  the  Hills,  that 
do  extremely  fatten  the  Ground  which  they  cover, 
fo  that  it  becomes  fruitful  beyond  Expreffion  : 
And  I  faw  a  Lime-Tree  that  was  planted  eight 
and  thirty  Years  ago  in  a  Piece  of  Ground 
which  has  been  fo  cover’d,  that  was  two  Fathom 
and  an  half  of  Compafs.  On  both  Sides  of  the 
River,  the  Town  and  the  Gardens  belonging  to 
it  cover  the  whole  Bottom  that  lies  between  the 
Hills  ;  and  at  the  Roots  of  the  Mountains  they 
dig  great  Cellars  and  Grottoes,  and  ftrike  a  Hole 
about  a  Foot  Square  ten  or  twelve  Foot  into  the 
Hill,  which  all  the  Summer  long  blows  a  frefh 
Air  into  the  Cellar,  fo  that  the  Wine  of  thofe 
Cellars  drinks  almofi:  as  cold  as  if  it  were  in  Ice  ; 

but 
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but  this  Wind-Pipe  did  not  blow  when  I  was 
there,  which  was  towards  the  End  of  September  : 
For  the  Sun  opening  the  Pores  of  the  Earth,  and 
ratifying  the  exterior  Air,  that  which  is  com- 
preffed  within  the  Cavities  that  are  in  the  Moun¬ 
tains,  rufhes  out  with  a  conftant  Wind  ;  but 
when  the  Operation  of  the  Sun  is  weakned,  this 
Courfe  of  the  Air  is  lefs  fenfible  Before  or  over 
thofe  Vaults  they  build  little  pleafant  Rooms  like 
‘Summer-Houfes,  and  in  them  they  go  to  Col¬ 
lations  generally  at  Night  in  Summer.  I  never 
faw  bigger  Grapes  than  grow  here  ;  there  is  one 
fort  bigger  than  the  biggeft  Damafcene  Plumbs 
that  we  have  in  England. 

There  is  a  fort  of  Wine  here  and  in  the  Volte- 
line ,  which  I  never  heard  named  any  where  elfe, 
that  is  called  Aromatick  Wine  ;  and  as  the  Tafte 
makes  one  think  it  mu  ft  be  a  Compofition  (for  it 
taftes  like  a  Strong  Water  drawn  off  Spices)  fo 
its  Strength  being  equal  to  a  weak  Brandy,  difpo- 
fes  one  to  believe  that  it  cannot  be  a  natural 
Wine  ;  and  yet  it  is  the  pure  juice  of  the  Grape 
without  any  Mixture.  The  Liquor  being  fin- 
gular,  I  informed  myfelf  particularly  of  the  Way 
of  Preparing  it.  The  Grapes  are  red,  tho*  it 
drinks  white.  They  let  the  Grapes  hang  on  the 
Vines  till  November ,  that  they  are  extreme  ripe  ; 
then  they  carry  them  to  their  Garrets,  and  fet 
them  all  upright  on  their  Ends  by  one  another 
for  two  or  three  Months  ;  then  they  pick  all  the 
Grapes,  and  throw  away  thofe  in  which  there 
is  the  lead:  Appearance  of  Rottennefs,  fo  that 
they  prefs  none  but  found  Grapes :  After  they 
are  prefTed,  they  put  the  Liquor  in  an  open  VefV 

fel. 
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fel,  in  which  it  throws  up  a  Scum,  which  they 
take  off  twice  a  day  ;  and  when  no  more  Scum 
comes  up,  which  according  to  the  Difference  of 
the  Seafon  is  fooner  or  later,  (for  fometimes  the 
Scum  comes  no  more  after  eight  Days,  and  at 
other  times  it  continues  a  Fortnight)  then  they 
put  it  in  a  clofe  Veffel.  For  the  firft  Year  it  is 
extreme  fweet  and  lufcious,  but  at  the  End  of 
the  Year,  they  pierce  it  a  little  higher  than  the 
Middle  of  the  Veffel,  almoff  two  thirds  from  the 
Bottom,  and  drink  it  off  till  it  cometh  fo  low, 
and  then  every  Year  they  fill  it  up  anew :  Once 
a  Year  (in  the  Month  of  March )  it  ferments, 
and  cannot  be  drank  till  that  is  over,  which  con¬ 
tinues  a  Month  ;  but  their  other  Wine  ferments 
not  at  that  time.  Madam  de  Sails ,  a  Lady  of 
that  Country,  who  entertained  us  three  Days 
with  a  Magnificence  equal  to  what  can  be  done 
in  London  or  Paris ,  had  Wine  of  this  Compofi- 
tion  that  was  forty  Years  old,  and  was  fo  very 
firong  that  one  could  hardly  drink  above  a  Spoon¬ 
ful  ;  and  it  tailed  high  of  Spicery,  tho’  Ihe  affured 
me  there  was  not  one  Grain  of  Spice  in  it,  nor 
of  any  other  Mixture  whatfoever.  Thus  the 
Heat  that  is  in  this  Wine  becomes  a  Fire,  and 
diflils  itfelf,  throwing  up  the  more  fpirituous 
Parts  of  it  to  the  Top  of  the  Hoglhead. 

Both  here  and  in  the  Grifons  the  Meat  is  very 
juicy ;  the  Fowl  are  excellent,  their  Roots  and 
Herbs  very  tafteful ;  but  the  Filh  of  their  Lakes 
are  beyond  any  thing  I  ever  faw.  They  live  in 
a  great  Simplicity,  as  to  their  Habit  and  P'urni- 
ture;  but  they  have  Plenty  of  all  things,  and 
are  extreme  rich.  The  Family  where  we  were 
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fo  nobly  entertain’d,  is  believed  to  have  about 
two  hundred  thoufand  Crowns.  Here  the  Italian 
Cuftom,  of  one  only  of  a  Family  that  marries, 
takes  place  generally.  There  is  a  fort  of  Pots  of 
Stone  that  is  ufed  not  only  in  all  the  Kitchens 
here,  but  almoft  all  Lombardy  over,  called 
Lavege  ;  the  Stone  feels  oily  and  fcaly,  fo  that  a 
Scale  flicks  to  one's  Finger  that  touches  it, 
and  is  fomewhat  of  the  Nature  of  a  Slate : 
There  are  but  three  Mines  of  it  known  in  thefe 
Parts,  one  near  Chav  ernes ,  another  in  the  Val- 
teline ,  and  the  third  in  the  Grifons ;  but  the 
firft  is  much  the  belt.  They  generally  cut  it  in 
the  Mine  round,  of  about  a  Foot~and  a  half 
Diameter,  and  about  a  Foot  and  a  quarter  thick  ; 
and  they  work  it  in  a  Mill,  where  the  Chiflels 
that  cut  the  Stone  are  driven  about  by  a  Wheel 
that  is  fet  a  going  by  Water,  and  which  is  fo 
ordered  that  he  who  manages  the  ChifFel  very 
eafily  draws  forward  the  Wheel  out  of  the  Courfe 
of  the  Water.  They  turn  off  firff  the  outward 
Coat  of  this  Stone,  till  it  is  exactly  frnooth,  and 
then  they  feparate  one  Pot  after  another  by 
thofe  fmall  and  hooked  Chiflels,  by  which  they 
make  a  Nefl:  of  Pots,  all  one  within  another,  the 
outward  and  biggeft  being  as  big  as  an  ordinary 
Beef-Pot,  and  the  inward  Pot  being  no  bigger 
than  a  fmall  Pipkin  :  thefe  they  arm  with  Hooks 
and  Circles  of  Brafs,  and  fo  they  are  ferved  by 
them  in  their  Kitchens.  One  of  thefe  Stone- 
Pots  takes  Heat  and  boils  fooner  than  any  Pot  of 
Metal  ;  and  whereas  the  Bottoms  of  Metal  Pots 
tranfmit  the  Heat  fo  intirely  to  the  Liquor  with® 
in,  that  they  are  not  infufferably  hot,  the  Bot- 
3  tom 
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tom  of  this  Stone  Pot,  which  is -about  twice  fo 
thick  as  a  Pot  of  Metal,  burns  extremely.  It 
never  cracks,  neither  gives  any  fort  of  Tafle  to 
the  Liquor  that  is  boiled  in  it ;  but  if  it  falls 
to  the  Ground,  it  is  very  brittle  ;  yet  this  is 
repair’d  by  patching  it  up  ;  for  they  piece  their 
broken  Pots  fo  clofe,  tho’  without  any  Cement, 
by  fowing  with  Iron  Wire  the  broken  Parcels 
together,  that  in  the  Floles  which  they  pierce 
with  the  Wire,  there  is  not  the  leaf!  Breach 
made,  except  that  which  the  Wire  both  makes 
and  fills.  The  Paflage  to  this  Mine  is  very  in¬ 
convenient  ;  for  they  mull  creep  into  it  for  near 
half  a  M  ile  through  a  Rock,  that  is  fo  hard, 
that  the  Paflage  is  not  above  three  Foot  high  ;  and 
fo  thofe  that  draw  out  the  Stones  creep  all  along 
upon  their  Belly,  having  a  Candle  fafiened  in 
their  Forehead,  and  the  Stone  laid  on  a  fort  of 
Cufhion  made  for  it  upon  their  Hips :  The  Stones 
are  commonly  two  hundred  Weight. 

But  having  mention’d  fome  Falls  of  Mountains 
in  thofe  Parts,  I  cannot  pafs  by  the  extraordina¬ 
ry  Fate  of  the  Town  of  Fleurs ,  that  was  about  a 
League  from  Chavennes  to  the  North  in  the  fame 
Bottom,  but  on  a  Ground  that  is  a  little  more 
raifed.  The  Town  was  half  the  Bignefs  of  Cba- 
vennes  ;  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  was  about 
two  and  twenty  hundred  Perfons  but  it  was 
much  more  noble  built ;  for  befides  the  great  Pa¬ 
lace  of  the  Francken  that  cofl:  fome  Millions, 
there  were  many  other  Palaces  that  were  built 
by  feveral  rich  Factors  both  oi  Milan,  and  the 
Other  Parts  of  Italy*  who  liked  the  Situation  and 
Air,  as  well  as  the  Freedom  of  the  Government 
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of  this  Place |  fo  they  ufed  to  come  hither  daring 
the  Heats,  and  here  they  gave  themfelves  ail  the 
Indulgences  that  a  vaft  Wealth  could  furnifh. 
By  one  of  the  Palaces  that  was  a  little  diftant  from 
the  Town,  which  was  not  overwhelmed  with  it, 
one  may  judge  of  the  reft.  It  was  an  Out- 
Houfe  of  the  Family  of  the  Francken ,  and  yet  it 
may  compare  with  many  Palaces  in  Italy  ,  and  ‘ 
certainly  Houfe  and  Gardens  could  mot  coft  fo 
little  as  one  hundred  thoufand  Crowns.  The 
Voluptuoufnefs  of  this  Place  became  very  crying, 
and  Madam  cle  Sails  told  me,  that  fhe  had  heard 
her  Mother  often  relate  fome  Paftages  of  a  Pro- 
teftant  Minifter’s  Sermons,  that  preached  in  a 
little  Church,  which  thofe  of  that  Religion  had 
there,  and  warned  them  often  of  the  terrible 
Judgments  of  God  which  were  hanging  over 
their  Heads,  and  that  he  believed  would  fuddenly 
break  out  upon  them.  On  the  twenty  fifth  of 
Augujl  1618,  an  Inhabitant  came  and  told  them 
to  be  gone,  for  he  faw  the  Mountains  cleaving; 
but  he  was  laughed  at  for  his  Pains.  He  had  a 
Daughter,  whom  he  perfuaded  to  leave  all  and 
go  with  him  ;  but  when  fhe  was  gone  out  of 
Town  with  him,  fhe  called  to  mind  that  the  had 
not  lock’d  the  Door  of  a  Room  in  which  fhe  had 
fome  Things  of  Value,  and  fo  fhe  went  back  to 
do  that,  and  was  buried  with  the  reft  ;  for  at 
the  Hour  of  Supper  the  Hill  fell  down,  and 
buried  the  Town  and  all  the  Inhabitants,  fo  that 
not  one  Perfon  efcaped.  The  Fall  of  the  Moun¬ 
tains  did  fo  fill  the  Channel  of  the  River,  that 
the  firft  News  thofe  of  Chavennes  had  of  it,  was 
by  the  failing  of  their  River ;  for  three  or  four 
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Hours  there  came  not  a  Drop  of  Water,  but  the 
River  wrought  for  itfelf  a  new  Courfe,  and 
returned  to  them.  I  could  hear  no  particular 
Character  of  the  Man  who  efcaped,  fo  I  muft 
leave  the  fee  ret  Reafon  of  fo  fingular  a  Preferva- 
tion  to  the  great  Difcovery  at  the  laft  Day,  of 
thofe  Steps  of  Divine  Providence,  that  are 
now  fo  unaccountable.  Some  of  the  Family  of 
the  Francken  got  fome  Miners  to  work  under 
Ground,  to  find  out  the  Wealth  that  was  buried 
in  their  Palace  $  for  befides  their  Plate  and  Fur¬ 
niture,  there  was  great  Store  of  Cafh  and  many 
Jewels  in  the  Houfe.  The  Miners  pretended 
they  could  find  nothing ;  but  they  went,  to 
their  Country  of  Tirol ,  and  built  fine  Houfes, 
and  a  great  Wealth  appeared,  of  which  no  other 
vifible  Account  could  be  given  but  this,  that  they 
had  found  fome  of  that  Treafure.  The  chief 
Fa&ors  of  Italy  have  been  Grifons ;  and  they, 
told  me,  that  as  the  Trade  of  Banking  began  in 
Lombardy ,  fo  that  all  Europe  over  a  Lombard 
and  a  Banker  fignified  the  fame  thing ;  fo  the 
great  Bankers  of  Lombardy  were  Grifons ,  and  to 
tills  Day  the  Grifons  drive  a  great  Trade  in 
Money  ;  for  a  Man  there  of  a  hundred  thou^- 
fand  Crowns  Eftate  hath  not  perhaps  a  third 
Part  of  it  within  the  Country,  but  puts  it  out 
in  the  neighbouring  States  :  And  the  Liberty  of 
the  Country  is  fuch,  that  the  Natives,  when 
they  have  made  up  Eftates  elfewhere,  are  glad  to 
leave  even  Italy  and  the  beft  Parts  of  Germany , 
and  to  come  and  live  among  thofe  Mountains, 
of  whfch  the  very  Sight  is  enough  to  fill  a  Man 
with  Horror. 
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From  Chavennes  we  went  for  two  Hours 
:!  through  a  Plain  to  the  Lake  of  Chavennes ,  which 
:i  is  almoft  round,  and  is  about  two  Miles  diameter. 

(This  Lake  falls  into  the  Lake  of  Como,  over-a~ 
gainft  the  Fort  Fuentes  ;  when  we  palled  there, 
the  Water  was  fo  low,  that  the  Boat  could  not 
|  eafily  get  over  a  Bank  that  lay  between  the  two 
Lakes.  The  Lake  of  Como  is  about  eight  and 

I  forty  Miles  long,  and  four  broad ;  it  runs  be¬ 
tween  two  Ranges  of  Hills.  I  did  not  flay  long 
}  enough  in  Como ,  to  give  any  Defcription  of  it  ; 

1  for  1  thought  to  have  returned  that  way  from  a 
i  little  Tour  that  I  made  into  the  Bailiages  that 
I  the  Switzers  have  in  Italy 3  of  Lugane ,  Locarmo , 
and  Bellinzona  :  But  I  took  another  Courfe,  fo 
I  faw  nothing  in  Como .  The  bell  Thing  in  it  is 
a  fine  Chapel,  which  the  prefent  Pope,  who 
!|  is  a  Native  of  Como ,  is  building.  From  Como, 

|  we  went  eight  Miles  to  Codelaggo ,  which  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Switzers ,  and  from  thence  to  Lu¬ 
gane  we  had  eight  Miles  of  Lake.  This  Lake 
doth  not  run  in  an  even  Current,  as  the  other 
Lakes  that  rife  under  the  Alps,  but  the  Situation 
of  the  Hills  about  it  throws  it  into  feveral 
Courfes. 

The  Switzers  have  here  feveral  little  Provinces, 
er  Bailiages,  of  which,  during  the  Wars  of  I- 
ialy,  between  the  Dukes  of  Milan  and  the  two 
Crowns,  in  Francis  I.  and  Charles  V’s  Time, 
they  poffeffed  themfelves,  as  a  Pledge  for  Payment 
pf  their  Arrears  5  and  they  were  then  fueh  con- 
fiderable  Allies,  that  they  made  both  the  Compe¬ 
titors  for  the  Duchy  of  Milan  court  them  by 
Turns,  and  became  the  peaceable  Poflef'ors  of 
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almoft  all  that  Trad:  that  lies  between  the  Lake 
of  Como  to  the  Country  of  the  VtileJJii ,  or  the 
Valleys.  The  Inhabitants  here  are  fo  well  ufed, 
they  live  fo  free  of  all  Impofitions,  and  the 
Switzers  Government  is  fo  gentle,  that  here  I 
muft  tell  you  another  Paradox  ;  this  is  the  worft 
Country,  the  leaft  productive,  the  moft  expofed 
to  Cold,  and  the  leaft  capable  of  Trade  of  ail  , 
Italy  ;  and  yet  it  is  by  far  the  beft  peopled  of 
any  that  I  faw  in  all  Italy .  There  belongs  to 
the  Bailiage  of  Lugane  alone,  ninety  nine  Vil¬ 
lages,  of  which  a  great  many  of  them  are  very 
large,  and  all  are  full  of  People.  The  twelve 
ancient  Cantons  have  their  Turns  of  all  the  Bai - 
liages  and  other  Offices  here  ;  but  when  it  comes 
to  the  Turn  of  thofe  of  the  Religion,  their 
Bailiffs  muft  be  contented  with  private  DevotF 
cns  in  their  own  Houfe,  but  can  have  no  publick 
Exercifes,  nor  fo  much  as  a  Minifter  in  their 
Houfes.  For  here,  as  in  the  Valteline ,  when 
the  Spaniards  confirmed  the  Right  of  the  Can¬ 
tons  to  thofe  Territories,  they  made  an  exprefs 
Provifion,  that  no  Religion  except  the  Bopiffo 
fhould  be  tolerated  here  ;  fo  that  the  Bailiffs 
who  is  the  Prince,  often  hath  not  the  free  Liber¬ 
ty  of  his  Religion  in  thefe  Parts.  The  Bailiffs 
here  make  their  Advantages,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  Parts  of  Switzerland ,  but  yet  with  more 
Caution  ;  for  they  take  great  Care  not  to  give 
the  Natives  any  Diftafte,  though  the  Miferies  to 
which  they  fee  all  their  Neighbours  expofed, 
and  the  Abundance  and  Liberty  in  which  they 
live,  fhould  by  all  Appearance  deliver  their  Ma¬ 
ilers  from  any  great  Apprehenfions  of  a  Revolt. 

A  great 
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A  great  many  Mechanicks  of  all  Sorts  live  in 
thefe  Parts,  who  go  all  Summer-long  over  Italy  9 
and  come  back  hither  with  what  they  have  gain¬ 
ed,  and  live  free  of  all  Taxes.  I  was  told,  that 
fome  Nephews  of  Popes,  in  particular  the  Bar- 
berinis ,  had  treated  with  the  Switzers ,  to  buy 
this  Country  from  them,  and  fo  to  ereCt  it  into 
a  Principality ;  and  that  they  had  refolved  to  of¬ 
fer  twelve  thoufand  Crowns  to  the  twelve  Can¬ 
tons  :  But  they  found  it  would  certainly  be  re¬ 
jected,  fo  they  made  not  the  Proportion  to  the 
Dye t  of  the  Cantons,  as  they  once  intended. 
And  it  is  certain,  whenfoever  this  Country  is 
brought  under  a  Yoke,  like  that  which  the  reft 
of  Italy  bears,  it  will  be  foon  abandoned ;  for 
there  is  nothing  that  draws  fo  many  People  to 
live  in  fo  ill  a  Soil,  when  they  are  in  Sight  91 
the  belt  Soil  in  Europe ,  but  the  Eafinefs  of  the 
Government.  From  Lugane  I  went  to  the  La- 
go  Maggiore ,  which  is  a  great  and  noble  Lake, 
it  is  fix  and  fifty  Miles  long,  and  in  mo  ft  Places 
fix  Miles  broad,  and  a  hundred  Fathom  deep  about 
the  middle  of  it ;  it  makes  a  great  Bay  to  the 
Weft  ward ,  and  there  lie  here  two  Ifiands  called 
the  Borromean  IJlands ,  that  are  certainly  the 
lovelieft  Spots  of  Ground  in  the  W orld.  There 
is  nothing  in  all  Italy  that  can  be  compared  to 
them;  they  have  the  full  View  of  the  Lake, 
and  the  Ground  rifes  fo  fweetiy  in  them,  that 
nothing  can  be  imagined  like  the  Terrajfes  here. 
They  belong  to  two  Counts  of  the  Borromean 
Family.  I  was  only  in  one  of  them,  which 
belongs  to  the  Plead  of  the  Family,  who  is  Ne¬ 
phew  to  the  famous  Cardinal  known  by  the 
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Name  of  S.  Carlo.  On  the  Weft  End  lies  the 
Palace,  which  is  one  of  the  beft  of  Italy ,  for 
the  Lodgings  within,  tho’  the  Architecture  is 
but  ordinary.  There  is  one  noble  Apartment 
above  four  and  twenty  Foot  high,  and  there  is 
a  vaft  Addition  making  to  it ;  and  here  is  a  great 
Collection  of  noble  Pictures,  beyond  any  Thing 
I  faw  out  of  Rome.  The  whole  Ifland  is  a 
Garden,  except  a  little  Corner  to  the  South,  fet 
off  for  a  Village  of  about  forty  little  Houfes. 
And  becaufe  the  Figure  of  the  Ifland  was  not 
more  regular  by  Nature,  they  have  built  great 
Vaults  and  Porticos  along  the  Rock,  which  are 
all  made  Grotefque ;  and  fo  they  have  brought 
it  to  a  regular  Form,  by  laying  Earth  over  thofe 
Vaults.  There  is  firft  a  Garden  to  the  Eaft, 
that  rifes  up  from  the  Lake  by  five  Rows  of 
lerraffes^  on  the  three  Sides  of  the  Garden, 
that  are  watered  by  the  Lake  ;  the  Stairs  are  no¬ 
ble,  the  Walls  are  all  covered  with  Oranges  and 
Citrons,  and  a  more  beautiful  Spot  of  a  Garden 
cannot  be  feen.  There  are  two  Buildings  in 
the  two  Corners  of  this  Garden ;  the  one  is  on¬ 
ly  a  Mill  for  fetching  up  the  Water,  and  the 
other  is  a  noble  Summer-houfe  all  wainfcotted, 
if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  with  Alabafter  and  Marble, 
of  a  fine  Colour,  inclining  to  red.  From  this 
Garden  one  goes  in  a  Level  to  all  the  reft  of  the 
Alleys  and  Parterres ,  Herb-Gardens  and  Flow¬ 
er-Gardens  ;  in  all  which  there  are  Variety  of 
Fountains  and  Arbours ;  but  the  great  Parterre 
is  a  furprizing  Thing  :  For  as  it  is  well  furnifhed 
with  Statues  and  Fountains,  and  is  of  a  vaft  Ex¬ 
tent,  and  juftly  fituated  to  the  Palace,  fo  at  the 
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i  further  End  of  it  there  is  a  great  Mount ;  that 
Face  of  it  that  looks  to  the  Parterre  is  made 
like  a  Theatre,  all  full  of  Fountains  and  Statues, 
the  Height  rifing  up  in  five  feveral  Rows,  it  be¬ 
ing  about  fifty  Foot  high,  and  about  fourfcore 
Foot  in  Front  ♦  and  round  this  Mount,  anfwer- 
ing  to  the  five  Rows  into  which  the  Theatre  is 
divided,  there  go  as  many  Terrajfes  of  noble 
Walks.  The  Walls  are  all  as  clofe  covered  with 

(Oranges  and  Citrons,  as  any  of  our  Walls  in 
England  are  with  Laurel.  The  Top  of  the 
Mount  is  feventy  Foot  long,  and  forty  broad  ; 

'j  and  here  is  a  vaft  Ciftern,  into  which  the  Mill 
|  plays  up  the  Water  that  mult  furnifh  all  the 
[  Fountains.  The  Fountains  were  not  quite  fi¬ 
ll  nilhed  when  I  was  there  ;  but  when  all  is  finifh- 
:i  ed,  this  Place  will  look  like  an  Inchant ed  Ijland . 

The  Frefhnefs  of  the  Air,  it  being  both  in  a 
I  Lake,  and  near  the  Mountains,  the  fragrant 
Smell,  the  beautiful  Profpedf,  and  the  delightful 
Variety  that  is  here,  makes  it  fuch  a  Habitation 
i  for  Summer,  that  perhaps  the  whole  World  hath 
nothing  like  it.  From  this  1  "went  to  Seftio ,  a 
miferable  Village  at  the  End  of  the  Lake,  and 
here  I  began  to  feel  a  mighty  Change,  being 
i  now  in  Lombardy ,  which  is  certainly  the  beauti- 
fulleft  Country  that  can  be  imagined,  the 
1  .Ground  lies  fo  even,  it  is  fo  well  watered,  fo 
fweetly  divided  by  Rows  of  Trees,  inclofing 
j  every  Piece  of  Ground  of  an  Acre  or  two  A- 
cres  Compafs,  that  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
here  is  a  vaft  Extent  of  Soil,  above  two  hun¬ 
dred  Miles  long,  and  in  many  Places  a  hundred 
Miles  broad,  where  the  whole  Country  is  equal 
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to  the  lovelieft  Spots  in  all  England  or  France  % 
it  hath  all  the  Sweetnefs  that  Holland  or  Flanders 
have,  but  with  a  warmer  Sun,  and  a  better  Air. 
The  Neighbourhood  of  the  Mountains  caufes  a 
Frefhnefs  of  Air  here,  that  makes  the  Soil  the 
moft  delirable  Place  to  live  in  that  can  be  feen, 
if  the  Government  were  not  fo  exceftively  fe- 
vere,  that  there  is  nothing  but  Poverty  over  all 
.this  rich  Country.  A  Traveller  in  many  Places 
finds  aim  oft  nothing,  and  is  fo  ill  furnifhed,  that 
ft  he  doth  not  buy  Provifions  in  the  great  Towns, 
he  will  be  obliged  to  a  very  fevere  Dyet,  in  a 
Country  that  he  fhould  think  flowed  with  Milk 
and  Honey:  But  I  fhall  fay  more  of  this  hereafter. 
The  La  go  Maggiore  difcharges  itfelf  in  the  River 
Fefine ,  which  runs  with  fuch  a  Force,  that  we 
went  thirty  Miles  in  three  Hours,  having  but  one 
Rower,  and  the  Water  was  no  way  fwelled. 
From  this  we  went  into  the  Canal,  which  Fran¬ 
cis  I.  cut  from  this  River  to  the  Town  of  Milan , 
which  is  about  thirty  Foot  broad,  and  on  both 
us  Banks  there  are  fuch  Provifions  to  difcharge 
tire  Water  when  it  rifes  to  fuch  a  Height,  that  it 
can  never  be  fuller  of  Water  than  is  intended  it 
fhould  be  :  It  lies  alfo  fo  even,  that  fometimes, 
for  fix  Miles  together,  one  fees  the  Line  fo  exadf, 
that  there  is  not  the  leaft  Crook.  It  is  thirty 
Miles  Iona,  and  is  the  beft  Advantage  that  the 
Town  of  Milan  hath  for  Water-Carriage. 

I  will  not  entertain  you  with  a  long  Defcrip- 
tion  of  this  great  City,  which  is  one  of  the  no- 
bleft  in  the  World  to  be  an  Inland  Town,  that 
hath  no  great  Court,  no  Commerce  either  by 
Sea  or  any  navigable  River,  and  that  is  now  the 
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Metropolis  of  a  verv  fmail  State  ;  for  that  which 
is  not  mountainous  in  this  State  is  not  above  fix- 
ty  Miles  fquare,  and  yet  it  produces  a  Wealth 
that  is  furprizing.  It  pays  for  an  Eftablifhment 
of  feven  and  forty  thoufand  Men,  and  yet  there  are 
not  fixteen  thoufand  Soldiers  effectively  in  it ;  fo 
many  are  eat  up  by  thofe  in  whofe  Hands  the 
Government  is  lodged.  But  the  Vaftnefs  of  the 
Town,  the  Noblenefs  of  the  Buildings,  and 
above  all  the  furprizing  Riches  of  the  Churches 
and  Convents,  are  Signs  of  great  Wealth:  The 
Dome  hath  nothing  to  commend  it  of  .Architec¬ 
ture,  it  being  built  in  the  rude  Gothick  Manner  ; 
but  for  the  Vaftnefs  and  Riches  of  the  Building,  it 
is  equal  to  any  in  Italy ,  St.  Peter’s  itfelf  not  ex¬ 
cepted.  It  is  all  Marble,  both  Pavement  andWalls, 
both  Outftde  and  Inficle,  and  on  the  Top  ’tis 
all  flagg’d  with  Marble  ;  and  there  is  the  vafteft: 
Number  of  Niches  for  Statues  of  Marble  both 
within  and  without,  that  are  any  where  to  be 
feen.  It  is  true,  the  Statues  in  fome  of  the 
Niches  are  not  proportioned  to  the  Niches 
themfelves.  The  Frontifpiece  is  not  yet  made;, 
it  is  to  be  all  over  cover’d  with  Statues  and  Bas 
Reliefs  ;  and  the  Pillars,  of  which  there  are  four 
Rows  in  the  Body  of  the  Church,  have  each  of 
them  eight  Niches  at  the  Top  for  fo  many  Sta¬ 
tues  :  And  though  one  would  think  this  Church 
fo  full  of  Statues,  that  almoft  every  Saint  hath 
his  Statue,  yet  I  was  affured  they  wanted  feven 
thoufand  to  finifh  the  Defign  ;  but  thefe  muft 
chiefly  belong  to  the  Frontifpiece.  The  Church, 
as  I  could  meafure  it  by  walking  over  it  in  an 
equal  Pace,  is  five  hundred  Foot  long,  and  two 
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hundred  wide  ;  the  Choir  is  wainfcotted  and 
carved  in  fo  extraordinary  a  Manner,  that  I  ne¬ 
ver  faw  Paffion  fo  well  exprefled  in  Wood.  It 
contains  fixty  Stalls,  and  they  have  almoft  all 
the  Hiftories  of  the  Gofpel  reprefented  in  them. 
Juft  under  the  Cupola  lies  S.  Carlo’s  Body,  in  a 
great  Cafe  of  Chryftal,  of  vaft  Value,  but  I 
could  not  come  near  it  ;  for  we  were  there  on 
two  Holidays,  and  there  was  a  perpetual  Crowd 
about  it  5  and  the  Superftition  of  the  People  for 
his  Body  is  fuch,  that  on  a  Holiday  one  runs  a 
Hazard  that  comes  near  it  without  doing  fome 
Reverence.  His  Canonization  coft  the  Town  a 
hundred  thoufand  Crowns.  They  pretend  they 
have  Miracles  too  from  Cardinal  Frederigo  Bor - 
romeo ;  but  they  will  not  fet  about  his  Canoniza¬ 
tion,  the  Price  is  fo  high.  The  Plate  and  other 
Prefents  made  to  S .  Carlo  are  Things  of  a  pro-" 
digious  Value  ;  fome  Services  for  the  Altar  are 
all  of  Gold,  fome  very  maftive,  and  fet  with 
Jewels,  others  fo  finely  wrought,  that  the  Fa- 
fhion  is  thought  equal  to  the  Value  of  the  Me¬ 
tal.  The  Habits,  and  all  the  other  Ornaments 
for  the  Function  of  his  Canonization,  are  all  of 
an  incredible  Wealth.  He  was  indeed  a  Prelate 
of  great  Merit ;  and  according  to  the  Anfwer 
that  a  Friar  made  to  Philip  de  Comines ,  when  he 
afked  him,  how  they  came  to  qualify  one  of  the 
worft  of  their  Princes  with  the  Title  of  Saint , 
in  an  Infcription  which  he  read,  which  was,  that 
they  gave  that  Title  to  all  their  Benefactors  ;  ne¬ 
ver  Man  deferved  of  a  Town  this  Title  fojuftly 
as  Cardinal  Borromeo  did  ;  for  he  laid  out  a  pro¬ 
digious  Wealth  in  Milan ^  leaving  nothing  to  his 
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Family,  but  the  Honour  of  having  produced  fo 
groat  a  Man,  which  is  a  real  temporal  Inheritance 
to  it.  For  as  there  have  been  fince  that  Time 
two  Cardinals  of  that  Family,  fo  it  is  efteemed 
a  Cafa  Santa ,  and  every  Time  that  it  produces, 
an  Eccleftaftick  of  any  confiderable  Merit,  he  is 
fure,  if  he  lives  to  it,  to  be  railed  to  this  Arch- 
bifhoprick  ;  for  if  there  were  one  of  the  Family 
capable  of  it,  and  that  did  not  carry  it,  that, 
alone  might  difpofe  the  State  to  a  Rebellion ;  and 
he  were  a  bold  Man  that  would  adventure  on  a 
Competition  with  one  of  this  Family.  He  laid 
out  a  great  deal  on  the  Dome,  and  confecrated 
it,  tho’  the  Work  will  not  be  quite  finifhed  yet 
for  fome  Ages  ;  that  being  one  of  the  Crafts  of 
the  Italian  Priefts,  never  to  hnifh  a  great, 
Deftgn,  that  fo  by  keeping  it  ftill  in  an  unfinifh’d 
State,  they  may  be  always  drawing  great  Dona¬ 
tives  to  it  from  the  Superftition  of  the  People. 
He  built  the  Archbifhop’s  Palace,  which  is  very 
noble,  and  a  Seminary,  a  College  for  the  Sivit- 
xers ,  feveral  Parifh-Churches,  and  many  Con¬ 
vents.  In  fhort,  the  whole  Town  is  full  of  the 
Marks  of  his  Wealth.  The  Riches  of  the 
Churches  of  Milan  ftrike  one  with  Amazement, 
the  Building,  the  Painting,  the  Altars,  and  the 
Plate,  and  every  Thing  in  the  Convents,  except 
their  Libraries,  are  all  Signs  both  of  great 
Wealth,  and  of  a  very  powerful  Superftition  : 
But  their  Libraries  not  only  here,  but  all  Italy 
over,  are  fcandalous  Things,  The  Room  is 
often  fine,  and  richly  adorned,  but  the  Books 
are  few,  ill  bound,  and  worfe  chofen  j  and  the 
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Ignorance  of  the  Priefls  both  Secular  and  Regu¬ 
lar  is  fuch,  that  no  Man,  that  hath  not  had  Oc- 
cafion  to  difcover  it,  can  eafily  believe  it.  The 
Convent  of  S.  ViSlor,  that  is  without  the  Town, 
is  by  much  the  richeff  ;  it  is  compofed  of  Canons 
Regular,  called  in  Italy ,  "The  Order  of  Mount 
Olive ,  or  Olivetan.  That  of  the  Rarnahites  is 
extreme  rich  ;  there  is  a  Pulpit  and  a  Confef- 
fional  all  inlaid  with  Agates  of  different  Colours, 
finely  fpotted  Marbles,  and  Lapis  Lazuli ,  that 
are  almoft  thought  ineftimable.  S.  Laurence  has 
a  noble  Cupola ,  and  a  Pulpit  of  the  fame  Form 
with  that  of  the  Barnabites.  The  Jefuits ,  the 
'Theatines ,  the  Dominicans ,  and  S.  Sebaftians  are 
very  rich.  The  Citadel  is  too  well  known  to 
need  a  Defcription  \  it  is  very  regularly  built, 
and  is  a  moft  effectual  Reftraint  to  keep  the 
Town  in  Order  ;  but  it  could  not  {land  out 
againfl  a  good  Army  three  Days  ;  for  it  is  fo  lit¬ 
tle,  and  fo  full  of  Buildings,  that  it  could  not 
refill  a  Shower  of  Bombs.  The  Hofpital  is  indeed 
a  royal  Building  ;  I  was  told  it  had  ninety  thou- 
fand  Crowns  Revenue.  The  old  Court  is  large, 
and  would  look  noble,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
new  Court  that  is  near  it,  which  is  two  hundred 
and  fifty  Foot  fquare,  and  there  are  three  Rows 
of  Corridors ,  or  Galleries,  all  round  the  Court,, 
one  in  every  Stage,  according  to  the  Italian 
Manner,  which  makes  the  Lodgings  very  conve¬ 
nient,  and  gives  a  Gallery  before  every  Door,. 
It  is  true,  thefe  take  up  a  great  deal  of  the 
Building,  being  ordinarily  eight  or  ten  Foot 
broad  ;  but  then  here  is  an  open  Space,  that  is 
extreme  cool  on  that  Side  where  the  Sun  doth 
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not  lie  :  For  it  is  all  open  to  the  Air,  the  Wall 
being  only  fupported  by  Pillars,  at  the  Diffance 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  Foot  one  from  another.  In 
this  Hofpital  there  are  not  only  Galleries  full  of 
Beds  on  both  Sides,  as  is  ordinary  in  all  Hofpi- 
tals  ;  but  there  are  alfo  a  great  many  Chambers, 
in  which  Perfons  whofe  Condition  was  formerly 
diftinguifhed,  are  treated  with  a  particular  Care* 
There  is  an  Out-houfe  which  is  called  the  Laz>a- 
retie ,  that  is  without  the  Walls,  which  belongs 
to  this  Hofpital ;  it  is  an  exaCt  Quarter  of  a 
Mile  fquare,  and  there  are  three  hundred  and  fix- 
ty  Rooms  in  it,  and  a  Gallery  runs  all  along  be¬ 
fore  the  Chambers  5  fo  that  as  the  Service  is  con¬ 
venient,  the  Sick  have  a  covered  Walk  before 
their  Doors.  In  the  middle  of  this  vaft  Square 
there  is  an  oCtangular  Chapel,  fo  contrived, 
that  the  Sick  from  all  their  Beds  may  fee  the  Ele¬ 
vation  of  the  Hojiie ,  and  adore  it.  This  Houfe 
is  for  the  Plague,  or  for  infectious  Fevers ;  and 
the  Sick  that  want  a  freer  Air  are  alfo  removed 
hither. 

As  for  the  Devotions  of  this  Place,  I  faw  here 
the  A?nbrofian  Office,  which  is  diftinguifhed 
from  the  Roman  both  in  the  Mufick’  which  is 
much  fimpler,  and  in  fome  other  Rites.  The 
Gofpel  is  read  in  a  high  Pulpit  at  the  lower.  End 
of  the  Choir ,  that  fo  it  may  be  heard  hy  all  tne 
People  :  Tho5  this  is  needlefs,  fince  it  is  read  in 
a  Language  that  they  do  not  underftand.  When 
they  go  to  fay  high  Mafs,  the  Pried  comes  fro*1* 
the  high  Altar  to  the  lower  End  of  the  Choir* 
Where  the  Offertory  of  the  Bread  and  the  Wine 
is  made  by  fome  of  the  Laity  :  They  were  Nuns 
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that  made  it  when  I  was  there.  I  heard  a 
Capuchin  preach  here ;  it  was  the  firft  Sermon  I 
heard  in  Italy  9  and  I  was  much  furprized  at 
many  comical  Expreffions  and  Geftures,  but 
moil  of  all  with  the  Conclufion  ;  for  there  being 
in  all  the  Pulpits  of  Italy  a  Crucifix  on  the  Side 
of  the  Pulpit  towards  the  Altar,  he,  after  a  long 
Addrefs  to  it,  at  laft  in  a  forced  Tranfport  took 
it  in  his  Arms,  and  hugg’d  it,  and  kifs’d  it;  but 
I  obferved,  that  before  he  kifs’d  it,  he  feeing 
fome  Duft  on  it,  blew  it  off*  very  carefully  j  for 
I  was  juft  under  the  Pulpit.  He  entertained  it 
with  a  long  and  tender  Carefs,  and  held  it  out 
to  the  People,  and  would  have  forced  Tears  both 
from  himfelf  and  them,  yet  I  faw  none  fhed. 
But  if  the  Sermon  in  the  Morning  furprized  me, 
I  wondred  no  lefs  at  two  Difcourfes  that  I  heard 
in  one  Church  at  the  fame  Time  in  the  After¬ 
noon  :  For  there  were  two  Bodies  of  Men  fet 
down  in  different  Places  of  the  Church,  all 
cover’d,  and  two  Laymen./  in  ordinary  Habits 
were  entertaining  them  with  Difcourfes  of  Re¬ 
ligion  in  a  Catechetical  Style  :  Thefe  wer eCon- 
frairies ,  and  thofe  were  fome  of  the  more 
devout  that  inftrudfed  the  reft.  This,  as  I  never 
faw  any  where  elfe,  To  I  do  not  know  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  peculiar  to  Milan  or  not.  My  Con¬ 
ductor  could  not  fpeak  Latin  ;  and  the  Italian 
there  is  fo  different  from  the  true  Tufcan ,  which 
I  only  knew,  that  I  could  not  underftand  him 
when  he  was  engaged  in  a  long  Difcourfe,  fo  I 
was  not  clearly  informed  of  this  Matter;  but  I 
am  apt  to  think  it  might  have  been  fome  Infti- 
tution  of  Cardinal  Borramco’ s.  The  Ambrofian 

Library, 


Germany  and  Switzerland.  109 

Library,  founded  by  Cardinal  Frederick  Borromeo , 
is  a  very  noble  Room  and  well  furniflied,  only 
it  is  too  full  of  Schoolmen  and  Canonifls,  which 
are  the  chief  Studies  of  Italy ,  and  it  hath  too 
few  Book's  of  a  more  folid  and  ufeful  Learning* 
One  Part  of  the  Difpofition  of  the  Room  was 
pleafant :  There  are  a  great  Number  of  Chairs 
placed  all  round  it  at  a  competent  Diftance  from 
one  another ;  and  to  every  Chair  there  belongs  a 
Defk  with  an  Ecritoire ,  that  hath  Pen,  Ink,  and 
Paper  in  it ;  fo  that  every  Man  finds  Tools  here 
for  fuch  Extra&s  as  he  would  make.  There  is  a 
little  Room  of  Manufcripts  at  the  End  of  the 
great  Gallery,  but  the  Library-keeper  knows 
little  of  them;  a  great  many  of  them  relate  to 
their  St.  Charles.  I  faw  fome  Fragments  of 
Latin  Bibles,  but  none-feemed  to  be  above  fix 
hundred  Years  old  :  There  are  alfo  fome  Frag¬ 
ments  of  St.  Ambrofe’ s  Works  and  of  St.  Jerome’s 
Epiftles,  that  are  of  the  fame  Antiquity.  I  was 
forry  not  to  find  St.  Ambrofe’ s  Works  entire,  that 
I  might  have  feen  whether  the  Books  of  the 
Sacraments  afcribed  to  him  are  in  ancient  Copies  ; 
for  perhaps  they  belong  to  a  more  modern  Author. 
It  is  true,  in  thefe  Books  the  Do£h‘ine  of  a  fort 
of  corporal  Prefence  is  aflerted  in  very  high 
Expreflions ;  but  there  is  one  thing  mentioned 
in  them,  which  is  ftronger  againfl:  it  than  all 
thofe  Citations  can  be  for  it;  for  the  Author 
gives  us  the  formal  Words  of  the  Prayer  of  Con- 
fecration  in  his  Time,  which  he  prefaces  with 
fome  Solemnity  :  Will  yon  know  how  the  Change 
is  wrought?  Hear  the  heavenly  Words ;  for  th'e% 
Priejl  faith 3  &c.  But  whereas  in  the  prefent 
«V  :  Canon 
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Canon  in  the  Mafs  the  Prayer  of  Confecration  is 
for  a  good  part  of  it  very  near  in  the  fame 
Words  with  thofe  which  he  mentions,  there  is 
cme  eflential  Difference  ;  for  in  the  Canon  they 
now  pray  that  the  Hojiie  may  be  to  them  the 
Body  and  Blood  of  Chrift  (which,  by  the  way 
doth  not  agree  too  well  with  the  Notion  of 
Tranfubftantiation,  and  approacheth  more  to  the 
Docfrine  of  the  Lutherans  $ )  whereas  in  the 
Prayer  cited  by  that  Author,  the  Hojiie  is  faid 
to  be  the  Figure  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Chrift, 
Here  is  the  Language  of  the  whole  Church  of 
that  Time,  and  in  the  moft  important  Part  of 
the  Divine  Office  ;  which  fignifieth  more  to  me 
than  a  thoufand  Quotations  out  of  particular 
Writers,  which  are  but  their  private  Opinions ; 
but  this  is  the  Voice  of  the  whole  Body  in  its 
Addreffes  to  God  :  And  it  feems  the  Church  of 
Rome ,  when  the  new  Dodfrine  of  the  Corporal 
Prefence  was  received,  faw  that  this  Prayer  of 
Confecration  could  not  confift  with  it,  which 
made  her  change  fuch  a  main  Part  of  the  Office. 
This  gave  me  a  Curiofity  every  where  to  fearch 
for  ancient  Offices,  but  as  I  found  none  in  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Germains ,  that  feemed  older  than 
the  Time  of  Charles  the  Great ,  fo  I  found  none 
of  any  great  Antiquity  in  all  Italy.  Thofe 
publifh’d  by  Cardinal  Bona ,  and  fince  by  P. 
Mabillon ,  that  were  brought  from  Heidelberg , 
are  the  moft  ancient  that  are  in  the  Vatican  ;  but 
thefe  feem  not  to  be  above  eight  hundred  Years 
old.  There  are  none  of  the  ancient  Ro?nan 
Offices  now  to  be  feen  in  the  Vatican.  I  was 
amazed  to  find  none  of  any  great  Antiquity ; 

which 


Germany  and  Switzerland,  m 

which  made  me  conclude,  that  either  they  were 
deftroyed,  that  fo  the  Difference  between  ancient 
and  modern  Rituals  might  not  be  turned  againft 
that  Church,  as  an  undeniable  Evidence  to  prove 
the  Changes  that  (lie  hath  made  in  Divine  Mat¬ 
ters,  or  that  they  were  fo  well  kept,  that  Here- 
ticks  were  not  fuffered  to  look  into  them.  But 
to  return  to  the  Ambrofian  Library:  There  is  in 
it  a  Manufcript  of  great  Antiquity,  thoJ  not  of 
fuch  great  Confequence,  which  is  Ruffinus9 s 
Tranflation  of  Jofephus ,  that  is  written  in  the 
old  Roman  Hand,  which  is  very  hard  to  be  read. 
But  there  is  a  Deed  in  the  curious  Colle&ion  that 
Count  Mafcardo  hath  made  at  Verona ,  which  by 
the  Date  appears  to  have  been  written  in  Theodo ~ 
Jius’s  Time,  which  is  the  fame  fort  of  Writing 
with  the  Manufcript  of  Ruffinus ;  fo  that  it  may 
be  reckoned  to  have  been  writ  in  Ruffinus9 s  own 
Time  ;  and  this  is  the  moft  valuable,  tho’  the 
lead  known  Curiofity  in  the  whole  Library. 

I  need  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  curious  Works 
in  Cryftal  that  are  to  be  feen  in  Milan ;  the 
greateft  Quantities  that  are  in  Europe ,  are  found 
in  the  Alpsy  and  are  wrought  here  :  but  this  is 
too  well  known  to  need  any  farther  Enlargements 
It  is  certain,  the  Alps  have  much  Wealth  (hut 
up  in  their  Rocks,  if  the  Inhabitants  knew  how 
to  fearch  for  it :  but  I  heard  of  no  Mines  that 
were  wrought,  except  Iron  Mines ;  yet  by  the 
Colourings  that  in  many  Places  the  Fountains 
make  as  they  run  along  the  Rocks,  one  fees 
Caufe  to  believe  that  there  are  Mines  and 
Minerals  fnut  up  within  them.  Gold  has  been 
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often  found  in  the  River  Arve  that  runs  by 
Geneva, 

The  laft  Curiofity  that  I  fhall  mention  of  the 
Town  of  Milan ,  is  the  Cabinet  of  theChanoine 
Settala ,  which  is  now  in  his' Brother’s  Hands, 
Where  there  are  a  great  many  very  valuable  things 
both  of  Art  and  Nature.  There  is  a  Lump  of 
Ore,  in  which  there  is  both  Gold,  and  Silver, 
and  Emeralds,  and  Diamonds,  which  was 
brought  from  Peru,  There  are  many  curious 
Motions,  where,  by  an  unfeen  Spring,  a  Ball, 
after  it  hath  roll’d  down  through  many  winding 
Defcents,  is  thrown  up,  and  fo  it  feems  to  be  a 
perpetual  Motion :  This  is  done  in  feveral  Forms, 
and  it  is  well  enough  difguifed  to  deceive 
the  Vulgar.  Many  Motions  of  little  Animals, 
that  rim  about  by  Springs,  are  alfo  very  pretty. 
There  is  a  Load-ftone  of  a  vaft  Force,  that 
carries  a  great  Chain.  There  is  alfo  a  monftrous 
Child,  that  was  lately  born  in  the  Hofpital, 
which  is  preferved  in  Spirit  of  Wine  :  It  is  dou¬ 
ble  below  ;  it  hath  one  Breaft  and  Neck,  two 
Pair  of  Ears,  a  vaft  Head,  and  but  one  Face. 
As  for  the  Buildings  in  Milan ,  they  are  big  and 
fubftantial,  but  they  have  not  much  regular  or 
beautiful  Architecture.  The  Governor's  Palace 
hath  fome  noble  Apartments  in  it.  The  chief 
Palace  of  the  Town  is  that  of  the  Homo  ei,  which 
was  built  by  a  Banker.  There  is  one  Incon¬ 
venience  in  Milan ,  which  throws  down  all  the 
Pleafu  re  that  one  can  find  in  it :  They  have  no 
Glafs  Windows,  fo  that  one  is  either  cxpofed  to 
the  Air,  or  fhut  up  in  a  Dungeon  \  and  this  is  fo 

univer- 
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univerfal,  that  there  is  not  one  Houfe  of  ten  that 
hath  Glafs  in  their  Windows.  The  fame  Defeft 
is  in  Florence ,  befides  all  the  fmall  Towns  of 
Italy,  which  is  an  Effedf  of  their  Poverty  ;  for 
what  by  the  Oppreflion  of  the  Government, 
what  by  the  no  lefs  fqueezing  Oppreflion  of  their 
Priefts,  who  drain  all  the  reft  of  their  Wealth, 
that  is  not  eat  up  by  the  Prince,  to  enrich  their 
Churches  and  Convents,  the  People  here  are  redu¬ 
ced  to  a  Poverty  that  cannot  be  eafily  believed  by 
one  that  fees  the  Wealth  that  is  in  their  Churches; 
and  this  is  going  on  fo  conftantly  in  Milan ,  that 
it  is  fcarce  accountable  from  whence  fo  vaft  a 
Treafure  can  be  found  :  But  Purgatory  is  a  Fund 
not  eafily  exhaufted.  The  Wealth  of  th eMilanefe 
confifts  chiefly  in  their  Silks ;  and  that  Trade 
falls  fo  mightily  by  the  vaft  Importations  that  the 
Eajl- India  Companies  bring  into  Europe,  that 
all  Italy  feels  this  very  feniibly,  and  languifhes 
extremely,  by  the  great  Fall  that  is  in  the  Silk- 
Trade.  There  is  a  great  Magnificence  in  Milan  ; 
the  Nobility  affedf  to  make  a  noble  Appearance, 
both  in  their  Cloaths,  their  Coaches,  and  their 
Attendants  ;  and  the  Women  go  abroad  with 
more  Freedom  here,  than  in  any  Town  of  Italy . 
And  thus  I  have  told  you  all  that  hath  hitherto 
occurr’d  fo  me,  that  I  thought  worth  your 
Knowledge.  I  am,  Tours, 

POSTSCRIPT. 

IN  the  Account  that  I  gave  you  of  Geneva,  I 
forgot  to  mention  a  very  extraordinary  Per- 
fon  that  is  there,  Mrs,  IValkier ;  her  Father  is  of 
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Shaff-houfe ,  the  loft  her  Sight  when  fhe  was  but 
a  Year  old,  by  being  too  near  a  Stove  that  was 
very  hot.  There  refts  in  the  upper  Part  of  her 
Eye  fo  much  Sight,  that  fhe  diftingui(hes  Day 
from  Night ;  and  when  any  Perfon  ftands  between 
her  and  the  Light,  fhe  will  diftinguifh  by  the 
Head  and  its  Drefs,  a  Man  from  a  Woman; 
but  when  (he  turns  down  her  Eyes,  (he  fees 
nothing.  She  hath  a  vaft  Memory  ;  befides  the 
French ,  that  is  her  natural  Language,  (he  (peaks 
both  Hi zh- Dutch ,  Italian  and  Latin  :  She  hath 
all  the  Pfalms  by  Heart,  in  French ,  and  many 
of  them  in  Dutch  and  Italian.  She  underftands 
the  Old  Philofophy  well,  and  is  now  ftudying  the 
New.  She  hath  ftudied  the  Body  of  Divinity 
well,  and  hath  the  Text  of  the  Scriptures  very 
ready.  On  all  which  Matters  I  had  long  Con- 
verfation  with  her.  She  not  only  (logs  well, 
but  plays  rarely  on  the  Organ ;  and  I  was  told 
(lie  played  on  the  Violin,  but  her  Violin  was 
out  of  Order.  But  that  which  is  moft  of  all,  is, 
(he  writes  legibly.  In  order  to  her  learning  to 
write,  her  Father,  who  is  a  worthy  Man,  and 
hath  fuch  Tendernefs  for  her,  that  he  furniiheth 
her  with  Mafters  of  all  forts,  ordered  Letters  to 
be  carved  in  Wood,  and  (he  by  feeling  the 
Charablers,  formed  fuch  an  Idea  of  them,  that  (lie 
writes  with  a  Crayon  fo  diftintftly,  that  her  Wri¬ 
ting  can  be  well  read,  of  which  I  have  feveral 
Eflays.  I  faw  her  write ;  (lie  doth  it  more 
nimbly  than  can  be  imagined  ;  (he  hath  a 
Machine  that  holds  the  Paper,  and  keeps  her  al¬ 
ways  in  Line.  But  that  which  is  above  all  the 
reft,  (lie  is  a  Perfon  of  extraordinary  Devotion, 
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great  Refignation  to  the  Will  of  God,  and  a 
profound  Humility.  The  Preceptor,  that  her 
Father  kept  in  the  Houfe  with  her,  hathlikewife 
a  wonderful  Faculty  of  acquiring  Tongues. 
When  he  came  firft  to  Geneva  (for  he  is  of 
'Zurich')  he  fpoke  not  a  word  of  French ,  and 
within  thirteen  Months  he  preach’d  in  French 
correctly,  and  with  a  good  Accent.  He  alfo 
began  to  ftudy  Italian  in  the  Month  of  November 
and  before  the  End  of  the  following  February * 
he  preach’d  in  Italian .  His  Accent  was  good, 
and  his  Style  was  florid,  which  was  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  ;  for  the  Italian  Language  is  not  fpoken 
in  Geneva ,  tho’  the  Race  of  the  Italians  do  keep 
up  dill  an  Italian  Church  there. 


LETTER  III. 


I  Have  now  another  Month  over  my  Head* 
flnce  I  writ  laft  to  you,  and  fo  I  know  you 
expedt  an  Account  of  the  moft  confiderable 
Things  that  have  occurred  to  me  flnce  my  laft 
from  Milan.  Twenty  Miles  from  Milan  we 
pafs’d  through  Lodi,  a  miferable  Garrifon,  tho’  a 
Frontier  Town  :  But  indeed  the  Frontiers,  both 
of  the  Spaniards  and  the  Venetians ,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  other  Princes  of  Italy,  fhew,  that 
they  are  not  very  apprehenfive  one  of  another. 
And  when  one  pafles  through  thofe  Places  which 
are  reprefented  in  Hiftory,  as  Places  of  great 
Strength,  capable  of  refilling  a  long  Siege,  he- 
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muft  acknowledge,  that  the  Sight  of  them  brings 
the  Idea  that  he  had  conceived  of  them  a  great 
many  Degrees  lower.  For  Lombardy ,  which 
was  fo  long  the  Seat  of  War,  could  not  ftand  out 
againft  a  good  Army  for  fo  many  Days,  as  it  did 
then  for  Years.  TheGariifonof  Crema ,  which 
is  the  firft  of  the  Venetian  Territory,  is  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  that  of  Lodi ,  only  the  People  in  the 
V metian  Dominion  live  happier  than  under  the 
Spaniard. 

The  Senate  fends  Podejlas ,  much  like  the 
Bailiff's  of  th  e  Switzers,  who  order  the  Juft  ice 
and  the  Civil  Government  of  the  Jurifdidiion 
alligned  them.  There  is  alfo  a  Captain-General, 
who  hath  the  Military  Authority  in  his  Hands ; 
and  thefe  two  are  Checks  upon  one  another,  as 
the  Bajhaws  and  the  Cadis  are  among  the  Turks . 
But  here  in  Crema  the  Town  is  fo  fmall,  that, 
both  thefe  are  in  one  Perfon.  We  were  there  in 
the  Time  of  the  Fair ;  Linnen  Cloth  and  Cheefe 
(which  tho’  it  goes  by  the  Name  of  the  Par - 
mefan,  is  made  chiefly  in  Lody )  are  the  main 
Commodities  of  the  Fair.  The  Magnificence 
of  the  Podejia  appeared  very  extraordinary  ; 
for  he  went  through  the  Fair  with  a  great  Train 
of  Coaches,  all  in  his  own  Livery ;  and 
the  two  Coaches  in  which  he  and  his  Lady 
rid,  were  both  extraordinary  rich :  His  was 
a  huge  Bed-Coach,  all  the  Out-fide  black 
Velvet,  and  a  mighty  rich  Gold  Fringe,  lined 
with  black  Damafk,  flower’d  with  Gold. 
From  Crema  it  is  thirty  Miles  to  Brefcia ,  which 
is  a  great  Town,  and  full  of  Trade  and  W ealth. 
Here  they  make  the  beft  Barrels  for  Mulkets  for 
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Fiftols  and  Mufkets  of  all  Italy .  There  are 
great  Iron- Works  near  it  s  but  the  War  with  the 
Twri,  had  occafioned  an  Order,  that  none  might 
be  fold  without  aPermiflion  from  Venice .  They 
are  building  a  noble  Dome  at  Brefcia .  I  was 
Ihewed  a  Nunnery  there*  which  is  now  under 
a  great  Difgrace.  Some  Years  ago  a  new 
Bifhop  coming  thither,  began  with  the  VifkatloiX 
of  that  Nunnery:  He  difcover’d  two  Vaults; 
by  one  Men  came  ordinarily  into  it,  and 
"by  another  the  Nuns  that  were  big  went  and  lay 
in  Child-bed.  When  he  was  examining  the 
Nuns  feverely  concerning  thofe  Vaults,  fome  of 
them  told  him,  that  his  own  Priefts  did  much 
worfe.  He  fhut  up  the  Nuns,  fo  that  thofe  who 
are  profefled  live  ftill  there,  but  none  come  to 
take  the  Veil ;  and  by  this  means  the  Houfe  will 
foon  come  to  an  End.  The  Citadel  lies  over  the, 
Town  on  a  Rock,  and  commands  it  abfolutely. 
Both  here  and  in  Crema  the  Towns  have  begun  a 
Compliment,  within  thefe  laft  ten  or  twelve 
Years,  to  their  Podejlas,  which  is  a  matter  of 
great  Ornament  to  their  Palaces,  but  will  grow 
to  a  vaft  Charge  ;  for  they  eredf  Statues  to  their 
Podejlas  ;  and  this  being  once  begun  mu  ft  be 
carried  on,  otherwife  thofe  to  whom  the  like  Ho¬ 
nour  is  not  done,  will  refent  it  as  an  high  Affront ; 
and  the  Revenges  of  the  Nob  ^Venetians  are  dread¬ 
ful  things  to  their  Subje&s.  This  Name  of  Podeftd 
is  very  ancient;  for  in  the  Roman  Times  the 
chief  Magiftrates^of  the  leffer  Towns  were  called 
the  PoteJlasj  as  appears  by  that  of  Juvenal , 

— — — j Fidenarum  Gahmumve  ejfe  Potejlas » 
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From  Brefcia  the  Beauty  of  Lombardy  is  a 
little  interrupted  ;  for  as  all  the  Way  from  Milan 
to  Brefcia  is  as  one  Garden,  fo  here  on  the  one 
Side  we  come  under  the  Mountains,  and  we 
pafs  by  the  Lake  of  Guarda ,  which  is  forty 
Miles  long,  and,  where  it  is  broadeft,  is  twen¬ 
ty  Miles  over.  The  Miles  indeed  all  Lombardy 
over  are  extreme  fhort ;  for  I  walk’d  often  four 
or  five  Miles  in  a  Walk,  and  I  found  athoufand 
Paces  made  their  common  Mile;  but  in  Tuf ca¬ 
ny  and  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  the  Mile  is  fifteen 
hundred  Paces.  W e  pafs  thro’  a  great  Heath  for 
feven  or  eight  Miles  on  this  Side  of  Verona , 
which  begins  to  be  cultivated.  Verona  is  a  vaft 
Town,  and  much  of  it  well  built.  There  are 
many  rich  Churches  in  it ;  but  there  is  fo  little 
Trade  {birring,  and  fo  little  Money  going,  that 
it  is  not  eafy  here  to  change  a  Piflole  without 
taking  their  Coin  of  bafe  Allay,  which  doth  not 
pafs  out  of  the  Veronefe  :  For  this  feems  a  ftrange 
Maxim  of  the  Venetians ,  to  fuffer  thofe  fmall 
States  to  retain  dull  a  Coin  peculiar  to  them, 
which  is  extreme  inconvenient  for  Commerce. 
The  known  Antiquity  of  Verona  is  the  Amphi¬ 
theatre,  one  of  the  lead:  of  all  that  the  Romans 
built,  but  the  heft  preferved ;  for  mod:  of  the  great 
Stones  of  the  Outfide  are  pickt  out  ;  yet  the 
great  doping  Vault,  on  which  the  Rows  of  the 
Seats  are  laid,  is  entire  :  The  Rows  of  the  Seats 
are  alfo  entire ;  they  are  four  and  forty  Rows ; 
every  Row  is  a  Foot  and  a  half  high,  and  as 
much  in  Breadth,  fo  that  a  Man  fits  convenient¬ 
ly  in  them  under  the  Feet  of  thofe  of  the  high¬ 
er  Row  ;  and  allowing  every  Man  a  Foot  and  a 
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half,  the  whole  Amphitheatre  can  hold  twenty 
three  thoufand  Perfons.  In  the  Vaults,  under 
the  Rows  of  Seats,  were  the  Stalls  of  the  Beafts 
that  were  prefented  to  entertain  the  Company. 
The  Thicknefs  of  the  Building,  from  the  out¬ 
ward  Wall  to  the  loweft  Row  of  Seats,  is  nine¬ 
ty  Foot  :  But  this  noble  Remnant  of  Antiquity 
is  fo  often  and  fo  copioufly  defcribed,  that  I  will 
fay  no  more  of  it.  The  next  Thing  of  Value 
is  the  famous  Mufaum  Calceolarium ,  now  in  the 
Hands  of  Count  Mafcardo ,  where  there  is  a 
whole  Apartment  of  Rooms  all  furnifh’d  with 
Antiquities  and  Rarities.  There  are  fome  old 
Infcriptions,  made  by  two  Towns  in  Afrtck ,  to 
the  Honour  of  M.  CraJJus  ;  there  is  a  great 
Colle&ion  of  Medals  and  Medaillons,  and  of  the 
Roman  Weights,  with  their  Inftruments  for  their 
Sacrifices  ;  there  are  many  Curiofities  of  Nature, 
and  a  great  Collection  of  Pictures,  of  which 
many  are  of  Paulo  Veronefe’s  Hand.  There  is  a 
noble  Garden  in  Verona ,  that  rifes  up  in  Terraf- 
fes  the  whole  Height  of  a  Hill,  in  which  there 
are  many  ancient  Infcriptions,  which  belongs  to 
Count  Glujlo.  As  we  go  from  Verona  to  Vincen- 
za,  which  is  thirty  Miles,  we  return  to  the 
Beauty  of  Lombardy  \  for  there  is  all  the  Way 
as  it  were  a  Succeffion  of  Gardens  :  The 
Ground  is  better  cultivated  here  than  I  faw  it  in 
any  other  Place  of  Italy ,  but  the  Wine  is  not 
good  ;  for  at  the  Roots  of  all  their  Trees  they 
plant  a  Vine,  which  grows  up  winding  about 
the  Tree  to  which  it  joins  :  But  the  Soil  is  too 
rich  to  produce  a  rich  Wine,  for  that  requires  a 
dry  Ground.  There  is  near  the  Lake  of  Guar- 
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da  a  very  extraordinary  Wine,  which  they  call 
Vino  Santo ,  which  drinks  like  the  be  A:  Sort  of 
Canary  ;  it  is  not  made  till  Chrijimas ,  and  from 
thence  it  carries  the  Name  of  Holy  Wine ;  and  it 
is  not  to  be  drunk  till  Midfummer ,  for  it  is  fo 
long  before  it  is  quite  wrought  clear  ;  but  I  have 
not  marked  down  how  long  it  may  be  kept : 
We  had  it  there  for  a  Groat  an  Englijh  Quart ; 
I  wondred  that  they  did  not  trade  with  it.  All 
the  Cattle  of  Italy  are  gray  or  white,  and  all 
their  Hogs  are  black,  except  in  the  Bolognefe , 
and  there  they  are  red.  I  will  not  enquire  into 
the  Reafons  of  thefe  Things  ;  it  is  certain  Hogs- 
Flefli  in  Italy  is  much  better  than  it  is  in  France , 
and  England :  Whether  the  Truffles,  on  which 
they  feed  much  in  Winter  occafion  this  or  not, 
I  know  not :  The  Hulks  of  the  prefled  Grapes 
are  alfo  a  mighty  Nourilhment  to  them  but 
Cattle  of  that  grayifh  Colour  are  certainly  weak¬ 
er  :  The  Carriage  of  Italy  is  generally  perform’d 
by  them  ;  and  this  is  very  hard  Work  in  Lombar¬ 
dy,  when  it  hath  rained  ever  fo  little  ;  for  the 
Ground  being  quite  level,  and  there  being  no 
raifed  Highways  or  CaufeWays,  the  Carts  go 
deep,  and  are  hardly  drawn. 

Viticenza  hath  ftill  more  of  its  ancient  Liber¬ 
ty  referved  than  any  of  thefe  Towns,  as  Padua 
hath  lefs;  for  it  deliver’d  itfelf  to  the  Venetians , 
whereas  the  other  difputed  long  with  it,  and 
brought  it  often  very  low.  One  fees  the  Marks 
of  Liberty  in  Vincenza ,  in  the  Riches  of  their 
Palaces  and  Churches,  of  which  many  are  new¬ 
ly  built :  They  have  a  modern  Theatre  made  in 
Imitation  of  the  ancient  Roman  Theatres. 

Count 
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Count  Valarano’s  Gardens  at  the  Port  of  Verona  is 
the  fineft  Thing  of  theTown  ;  there  is  in  it  a  very 
noble  Alley  of  Oranges  and  Citrons,  fome  as  big  as  a 
Man’s  Body  ;  but  thofe  are  covered  all  the  Win¬ 
ter  long  :  For  in  this  appears  the  fenfible  Diffe- 
rence  of  Lombardy  from  thofe  Parts  of  Italy  that 
lie  to  the  South  of  the  Apennines ,  that  here  gene¬ 
rally  they  keep  their  Oranges  and  Citrons  in 
great  Boxes  as  we  do  in  England ,  that  fo  they 
may  be  lodged  in  Winter,  and  defended  from 
the  Breezes  that  blow  fometimes  fo  fharp  from 
the  Alps ,  that  otherwise  they  would  kill  thofe  de¬ 
licate  Plants ;  whereas  in  Fufcany  they  grow  as 
other  Trees  in  their  Gardens;  and  in  the  King-? 
dom  of  Naples  they  grow  wild  without  any 
Care  or  Cultivation.  We  were  at  Vincenza  up¬ 
on  a  Holiday,  and  there  I  faw  a  Preparation  for 
a  Proceflion  that  was  to  be  in  the  Afternoon  :  I 
did  not  wonder  at  what  a  French  Papill  faid  to 
me,  that  -he  could  hardly  bear  the  Religion  of 
Italy i  the  Idolatry  in  it  was  fo  grofs.  The  Sta¬ 
tue  of  the  Virgin  was  of  Wood,  fo  finely 
painted,  that  I  thought  the  Head  was  Wax  ;  it 
was  richly  clad,  and  had  a  Crown  on  its  Head, 
and  was  fet  full  of  Flowers.  Flow  they  did 
when  it  was  carried  about,  I  do  not  know  ;  but 
in  the  Morning  all  People  ran  to  it,  and  faid  . 
their  Prayers  to  it,  and  killed  the  Ground  before 
it,  with  all  the  Appearances  of  Devotion. 

From  Vincenza  it  is  eighteen  Miles  to  Padua , 
all  like  a  Garden  :  Here  one  fees  the  Decays  of 
a  vaft  City,  which  was  once  one  of  the  biggeft 
of  all  Italy'.  The  Compafs  is  the  fame  that  it 
was,  but  there  is  much  uninhabited  Ground  in 
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U,  and  Houfes  there  go  almoft  for  nothing. 
The  Air  is  extreme  good  ;  and  there  is  fo  great 
a  Plenty  .of  ail  Things  except  Money,  that  a 
little  Money  goes  a  great  way.  The  Univerfity 
here,  tho5  fo  much  fupported  by  the  Venetians , 
that  they  pay  fifty  Profeflors,  yet  finks  extreme¬ 
ly  :  There  are  no  Men  of  any  great  Fame  now 
in  it ;  and  the  Quarrels  among  the  Students  have 
driven  away  malt  of  the  Strangers  that  ufed  to 
come  and  ftudy  there  ;  for  it  is  not  fafe  to  ftir 
abroad  here  after  Sun-fet.  The  Number  of  Pa¬ 
laces  here  is  incredible ;  and  tho’  the  Nobility 
of  Padua  is  almoft  quite  ruined,  yet  the  Beauty 
of  their  ancient  Palaces  fhews  what  they  once 
Were,  The  Venetians  have  been  willing  to  let 
the  ancient  Quarrels,  that  were  in  all  thofe  con¬ 
quer’d  Cities,  continue  ftill  among  them ;  for 
while  one  kills  another,  and  the  Children  of 
the  other  take  their  Revenges  afterwards,  both 
come  under  the  Bando  by  this  means,  and  the 
Confifcation  goes  to  the  Senate.  At  fome 
Times  of  Grace,  when  the  Senate  wants  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  offers  a  Pardon  to  all  that  will  com¬ 
pound  for  it,  the  Numbers  of  the  guilty  Perfons 
are  incredible.  In  Vincenzo ^  and  the  Country 
that  belongs  to  it,  I  was  affured  by  Monfieur 
Batin ,  that  learned  Antiquary,  that  hath  been 
many  Years  a  Profeffor  in  Padua ,  that  there 
were  five  and  thirty  thoufand  pardoned  at  the 
laft  Grace  :  This  I  could  hardly  believe,  but  he 
Hd  me  write  it  down  upon  his  Word.  The 
Nobility  of  Padua  and  of  the  other  Towns  feem 
not  to  fee  what  a  Profit  their  Quarrels  bring  to 
2he  Venetians ,  and  how  they  eat  out  their  Fami- 
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lies  ;  for  one  Family  in  the  fame  Man’s  Time* 
who  was  alive  while  I  was  there*  was  reduced 
from  fourteen  thoufand  Ducats  Revenue  to  lefs 
than  three  thoufand,  by  its  falling  at  feveral 
Times  under  the  Bando,  But  their  Jealoufies 
and  their  Revenges  are  purfued  by  them  with  fo 
much  Vigour,  that  when  thefe  are  in  their  Way, 
all  other  Things  are  forgot  by  them.  There  is 
here  the  Remnant  of  the  Amphitheatre,  tho’ 
nothing  but  the  outward  W all  hands.  There  is 
here  alfo,  as  well  as  in  Milan ,  an  inward  7  own, 
called  the  City,  and  an  outward  without  that, 
called  the  Burgo  ;  but  tho’  there  is  a  Ditch  about 
the  City,  the  great  Ditch  and  Wall  goeth  about 
all,  and  Padua  is  eight  Miles  in  Compafs ;  it 
lies  almoft  round :  The  Publick  Hall  is  the  no- 
bleft  of  Italy :  The  Dome  is  an  ancient  and 
mean  Building  :  But  the  Church  of  St.  Anthony , 
efpecially  the  Holy  Chapel  in  it,  where  the  Saint 
lies,  is  one  of  the  belt  Pieces  of,  modern  Sculp¬ 
ture  ;  for  round  the  Chapel  the  chief  Miracles 
in  the  Legend  of  that  Saint  are  reprefented  in 
Mezzo  Relievo ,  in  a  very  furprizing  Manner. 
The  Devotion  that  is  paid  to  this  Saint  all  Loi?i~ 
hardy  over  is  amazing ;  he  is  called  by  way  of 
Excellence,  II  Santo ,  and  the  Beggars  generally 
afk  Alms  for  his  Sake.  But  among  the  little 
Vows  that  hang  without  the  holy  Chapel,  there 
is  one  that  is  the  higheft  Pitch  of  Blafphemy  that 
can  be  imagined,  Exaudit ,  fpeaking  of  the 
Saint,  quo s  non  audit  &  ipfe  Deus  ;  i.  e.  He  hears 
thofe  whom  God  himfelf  doth  not  hear .  Saint 
ftina  is  a  Church  fo  well  ordered  within,  the 
Architecture  is  fo  beautiful,  it  is  fo  well  enlight- 
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ened,  and  the  Cupolas  are  fo  advantageoufly  pla¬ 
ced,  that  if  the  Outfide  anfwered  the  Infide,  it 
would  be  one  of  the  beft  Churches  of  Italy ; 
but  the  Building  is  of  Brick,  and  it  hath  no 
Frontifpiece  :  There  are  many  new  Altars, 
made  as  fine  as  they  are  idolatrous,  all  full  of  Sta¬ 
tues  of  Marble.  This  Abbey  hath  an  hundred 
thoufand  Ducats  of  Revenue ;  and  fo  by  its 
Wealth  one  may  conclude  that  it  belonged  to  the 
Benedictine  Order.  Cardinal  Barberigo  is  Bifhop 
here  ;  he  feems  to  fet  St.  Carlo  before  him  as  his 
Pattern  ;  he  hath  founded  a  noble  Seminary  for 
the  Secular  Priefls  ;  he  lives  in  a  conftant  Difci- 
pline  himfelf,  and  endeavours  to  reform  his 
Clergy  all  he  can  ;  but  he  is  now  in  ill  Terms 
with  his  Canons,  who  are  all  Noble  Venetians , 
and  fo  allow  themfelves  great  Liberties,  of  which 
they  will  not  willingly  be  abridged.  He  is  cha¬ 
ritable  to  a  high  Degree,  and  is,  in  all  Refpedts, 
a  very  extraordinary  Man. 

In  the  Venetian  T erritory  their  Subjects  live 
eafy  and  happy,  if  they  could  be  fo  wife  as  to 
give  over  their  Quarrels ;  but  tho’  the  Taxes  are 
not  high,  they  opprefs  their  Tenants  fo  feverely, 
that  the  Peafants  live  moft  miferably.  Yet  on 
all  Blands  round  about  them  the  Opprefiions  be¬ 
ing  more  intolerable,  they  know  not  whither  to 
go  for  Eafe  *,  whereas  on  the  contrary,  the  Mi¬ 
series  under  which  their  Neighbours  groan,  chief¬ 
ly  thofe  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  State,  fend  in  an 
Increafe  of  People  among  them,  fo  that  they  are 
well  flock’d  with  People.  But  the  Venetians  are 
fo  jealous  of  their  Subjects  underftanding  mili¬ 
tary  Matters,  which  may  difpofe  them  to  re- 
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volt,  that  they  never  make  any  Levies  among 
them  for  their  Wars.  This  Jealoufy  is  the  true 
Ground  of  that  Maxim,  tho*  another  is  pretend¬ 
ed  that  is  more  plaufible,  which  is,  their  Care  of 
their  own  People,  whom  they  ftudy  to  preferve  ; 
and  therefore  they  hire  Strangers,  rather  than 
expofe  their  Subjects.  It  is  certain,  a  Revolt 
here  were  no  hard  Matter  to  effectuate  ;  for  the 
Garrifons  and  Fortifications  are  fo  flight,  that 
thofe  great  Towns  could  eafily  {hake  off  their 
Yoke,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Factions  that  ffill 
reign  among  them,  by  which  one  Party  would 
chufe  rather  to  expofe  the  other  to  the  Rigour 
of  the  Inquifitors,  than  concur  with  them  in  af~ 
ferting  their  Liberty :  And  the  Inquifitors  in  fuch 
Cafes  proceed  fo  fecretly,  and  yet  fo  effectually, 
that  none  dares  truft  another  with  a  Secret  of 
fuch  Confequence  ;  and  the  oppreffed  Mobility 
of  thofe  States  retain  {fill  fo  much  of  their  old 
and  unfubdued  Infolence,  and  treat  fuch  as  are 
under  them  fo  cruelly,  that  the  Venetians  are  as 
fecure  in  thofe  Conquefts,  as  if  they  had  many 
lirong  Citadels,  and  numerous  Garrifons  fpread 
up  and  down  among  them.  From  Padua  down 
to  Venice ,  all  along  the  River  Brent ,  there  are 
many  Palaces  of  the  noble  Venetians  on  both 
Sides  of  the  River,  built  with  fo  great  a  Variety 
of  Architecture,  that  there  is  not  one  of  them 
like  another.  There  is  alfo  the  like  Diverfity  in 
the  laying  out  of  their  Gardens  ;  and  here  they 
retire  during  the  hot  Months,  and  fome  allow 
themfelves  all  the  Exceffes  of  diffolute  Liberty 
that  can  poflibly  be  imagined.  From  Lizza 
Fucina>  which  is  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Brent , 
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we  pafs  for  five  or  fix  Miles  on  the  Lagunes ,  or 
Shallows,  to  V mice.  Thefe  Shallows  fink  of  late 
:io  much,  that  the  preferving  Venice  Rill  an  Ifland, 
is  like  to  become  as  great  a  Charge  to  the  Vene¬ 
tians ,  as  the  keeping  out  the  Sea  is  to  the  Dutch  ; 
for  they  ufe  all  pofiible  Induftry  to  cleanfe  the 
Channels  of  the  Lagunes ,  and  to  keep  them  full 
of  Water  :  And  yet  many  think,  that  the  Water 
hath  failed  fo  much  in  this  laft  Age,,  that  if  it 
.continues  to  abate  at  the  fame  rate,  within  an 
Age  or  two  more,  Venice  may  become  a  Part  of 
the  Terra  firma .  It  is  certainly  the  moft  furpri- 
zing  Sight  in  the  whole  World,  to  fee  fo  vafi:  a 
City  Situated  thus  in  the  Sea,  and  fuch  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Iflands  fo  united  together  by  Bridges, 
brought  to  fuch  a  regular  Figure,  the  Pilotty  (up- 
plying  the  want  of  Earth  to  build  on,  and  all  fo 
nobly  built,  which  is,  of  all  the  Things  that  one 
can  fee,  the  moft  amazing.  And  tho’  this  Re- 
publick  is  much  funk  from  what  it  was,  both 
by  the  great  LdfFes  they  have  fuffered  in  their 
Wars  with  Turks ,  and  by  the  great  Decay  of 
Trade,  yet  there  is  an  incredible  Wealth,  and  a 
vafi:  Plenty  of  all  Things  in  this  Place.  I  will 
not  offer  to  defcribe  either  the  Church  or  the  Pa¬ 
lace  of  St.  Mark ,  which  are  too  well  known  to 
need  a  Ion  a-  Diqrrelfion  to  be  made  for  them. 
The  Painting  of  the  Walls,  and  the  Roofs  of 
the  Halls  and  publick  Rooms  in  the  Palace,  are 
of  vafi:  Value.  Here  I  faw  that  Story  of  Pope 
Alexander  III.  treading  on  the  Neck  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  Frederick  Barbaroff'a.  The  Noblenefs  of 
the  Stair- Cafes,  the  Riches  of  the  Halls,  and 
the  Beauty  of  the  whole  Building,  are  much 
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prejudiced  by  the  Beaftlinefs  of  thofe  that  walk 
along,  and  that  leave  their  Marks  behind  them, 
as  if  this  were  rather  a  common  Houfe  of  Of¬ 
fice,  than  fo  noble  a  Palace.  And  the  great 
Hall,  where  the  whole  Body  of  the  Nobility 
meet  in  the  Great  Council,  hath  nothing  but 
the  Roof  and  Walls  that  anfwers  to  fuch  an  Af- 
fembly  ;  for  the  Seats  are  liker  the  Benches  of  an 
Auditory  of  Scholars,  than  of  fo  glorious  a  Bo¬ 
dy.  When  the  two  Sides  of  this  Palace  are  built 
as  the  third,  which  is  the  moft  hid,  it  will  be  one 
of  the  moft  glorious  Palaces  that  the  World  can 
Ihew.  The  two  Sides  that  are  moft  feen,  the 
one  facing  the  Square  of  St.  Mark ,  and  the  other 
the  great  Canal,  are  only  of  Brick,  the  third 
being  all  of  Marble  ;  but  the  War  of  Candy 
put  a  Stop  to  the  Building.  St.  Mark's  Church 
hath  nothing  to  recommend  it,  but  its  great  An¬ 
tiquity,  and  the  vaft  Riches  of  the  Building.  It 
Is  dark  and  low,  but  the  Pavement  is  fo  rich  a 
Mofaick,  and  the  whole  Roof  is  alfo  Mofaick, 
the  Outfide  and  Infide  are  of  fuch  excellent 
Marble,  the  Frontifpiece  is  adorned  with  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Pillars  of  Porphyry  and  Jafper^  and  above  all, 
with  the  four  Horfes  of  Corinthian  Brafs  that 
Tiridates  brought  to  Tiberms ,  which  were  car¬ 
ried  afterwards  to  Constantinople ,  and  were 
brought  from  thence  to  Venice ,  and  in  which  the 
Gilding  is  ftill  very  bright,  that  when  all  this  is 
confidered,  one  doth  no  where  fee  fo  much  Coft 
brought  together.  I  did  not  fee  the  Gofpel  of 
St.  Marky  which  is  one  of  the  valuable!!  Things 
of  the  Treafure  ;  but  they  do  not  now  open  it 
to  Strangers.  Yet  Dodtor  Grandi ,  a  famous 
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Phyfician  there,  told  me,  that  by  a  particular 
Order  he  was  fuffered  to  open  it.  He  told  me, 
it  was  all  writ  in  capital  Letters,  but  the  Cha¬ 
racters  were  fo  worn  out,  that  tho*  he  could 
difcern  the  Ends  of  fome  Letters,  he  could  not  fee 
enough  to  help  him  to  diftinguilh  them,  or  to 
Enow  whether  the  Manufcript  was  in  Greek  or 
Latin .  I  will  not  fay  one  Word  of  the  Arfenal  ; 
for  as  I  faw  it  in  its  worft  State,  the  War  that 
is  now  on  foot  having  disfurnifhed  a  great  deal 
of  it,  fo  it  hath  been  often  defcribed,  and  it  is 
known  to  be  the  nobleft  Magazine,  the  bell 
ordered,  and  of  the  greateft  Variety,  that  is  in 
the  whole  World.  ?Tis  true,  it  is  all  that  this 
State  hath  ;  fo  that  if  the  Magazines  of  other 
Princes,  which  lie  fpread  up  and  down  in  the 
different  Places  of  their  Dominions,  were  ga¬ 
thered  together,  they  would  make  a  much  greater 
Shew. 

The  nobleft  Convent  of  Venice  is  that  of  the 
Dominicans ,  called  St.  John  and  St.  Paul ;  the 
Church  and  Chapels  are  vaftly  rich  ;  there  is  one 
of  St.  Luke’s  Ma  dona’s  here,  as  they  pretend  : 
The  Dormitory  is  very  great,  the  Room  for  the 
Library,  and  every  thing  in  it,  except  the  Books, 
is  extreme  fine.  But  St  George’ s,  which  is  a 
Convent  of  the  Benedictines ,  in  an  Ifle  entirely 
poffeffed  by  them,  over  againft  St.  Mark's 
Square,  is  much  the  richeft  :  The  Church  is 
well  contrived,  and  well  adorned  ;  and  not  only 
the  whole  Building  is  very  magnificent,  but, 
which  is  more  extraordinary  at  Venice^  they  have 
a  large  Garden  and  noble  Walks  in  it.  The 
Redemptore  and  the  Salute  are  two  noble  Churches, 
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that  are  the  Effects  of  Vows  that  the  Senate 
made  when  they  were  afHi<£ted  with  the  Plague. 
The  latter  is  much  the  finer  ;  it  is  to  the  Virgin, 
and  the  other  is  only  to  our  Saviour  :  So  naturally 
doth  the  Devotion  of  that  Church  carry  it  higher 
for  the  Mother  than  the  Son.  It  is  true,  the 
Salute  is  later  than  the  other  ;  fo  no  w’onder  if 
the  Architecture  and  the  Riches  exceed  that 
which  is  more  ancient.  The  School  of  St.  Rocb , 

.  and  the  Chapel  and  Hall,  are  full  of  great  Pieces 
of  Tint  or  et' s  ;  a  Ccena  of  Paulo  Veronefe  in  the 
Refectory  of  St.  George*,  and  the  Pidlure  of  St. 
Peter  the  Martyr  of  'Titian  's,  are  the  moil 
celebrated  Pieces  of  Venice .  Duke  Pefaro’s 

Tomb  in  the  Frairy  is  the  nobleft  I  ever  faw. 
But  if  the  Riches  of  all  the  Convents  and  Parifh- 
Churches  of  Venice  amazed  me,  the  Fronts 
efpecially,  many  of  which  are  of  white  Marble, 
beautified  with  feveral  Statues,  and  the  Mean- 
nefs  of  the  Library  of  St.  Aiark  did  no  lefs 
furprize  me.  There  are,  in  the  Antichamber 
to  it,  Stktues  of  vaft  Value,  and  the  whole 
Roof  of  the  Library  is  compofed  of  feveral 
Pieces  of  the  greateft  Mailers,  put  in  feveral 
Frames  :  But  the  Library  hath  nothing  anfwer- 
able  to  the  Riches  of  the  Cafe  ;  for  the  Greek 
Manufcripts  are  all  modern.  I  turned  over  a 
great  many,  and  faw  none  above  five  hundred 
Years  old.  I  was  indeed  told,  that  the  laft 
Library-keeper  was  accufed  for  having  conveyed 
away  many  of  their  Manufcripts  ;  and  that  four 
Years  ago,  being  clapt  in  Prifon  for  this  by  the 
Inquifitors,  he,  to  prevent  further  Severities, 
poifoned  himfelf.  I  went  to  the  Convent  of  the 
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Servi^  but  I  found  Father  Paul  was  not  in  fuch 
Confideration  there,  as  he  is  elfewhere.  I  afked 
for  his  Tomb,  but  they  made  no  account  of  him, 
and  feemed  not  to  know  where  it  was.  It  is  true, 
the  Perfon  to  whom  I  was  recommended  was  not 
in  V mice ,  fo  perhaps  they  refined  too  much  in 
this  Matter.  I  had  great  Difcourfe  with  fome  at 
V mice  concerning  the  Memorials  out  of  which 
father  Paul  drew  his  Hiftory,  which  are  no 
doubt  all  preferved  with  great  Care  in  their  Ar¬ 
chives;  and  fince  the  Tranfadlions  of  the  Council 
of  Trent ,  as  they  are  of  great  Importance,  fo  they 
are  become  now  much  controverted,  by  the 
different  Relations  that  Father  Paul  and  Cardinal 
P allavicini  have  given  the  World  of  that  Matter* 
The  only  way  to  put  an  End  to  all  Difputes  in 
Matter  of  Facl,  is  to  print  the  Originals  them- 
felves.  A  Perfon  of  great  Credit  at  Venice  pro- 
mifed  me  to  do  his  utmoft  to  get  that  Propofition 
fet  on  foot,  tho’  the  great  Exadlnefs  that  the 
Government  there  hath  always  affedfed,  as  to 
the  Matter  of  their  Archives,  is  held  fo  facred, 
that  this  made  him  apprehend  they  would  not 
give  way  to  any  fuch  Search.  The  Affinity  of 
the  Matter  brings  into  my  Mind  a  long 
Converfation  I  had  with  a  Perfon  of  great 
Eminence  at *■  Venice,  that  as  he  was  long  at 
Conjlantinople ,  fo  he  was  learned  far  beyond 
what  is  to  be  met  with  in  Italy.  He  told  me  he 
was  at  Conjlantinople ,  when  the  Inquiry  into 
the  Dodlrine  of  the  Greek  Church  was.  fet  on 
foot,  occafioned  by  the  famous  Difpute  between 
Mr.  Arnaud  and  Mr.  Claude  :  He  being  a  zealous 
Roman  Catholick,  was  dealt  with  to  affift  in  that 
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Bufinefs  ;  but  being  a  Man  of  great  Honour  and 
Sincerity,  he  excufed  himfelf,  and  faid  he  could 
not  meddle  in  it.  He  hath  a  very  low  and  bad 
Opinion  of  the  Greeks ,  and  told  me,  That  none 
of  their  Priejls  were  more  inveterate  Enemies  to 
the  Church  o/’Rome,  than  thofe  that  were  hr  eel 
up  at  Rome ;  for  they,  to  free  themfelves  of  the 
Prejudices  that  their  Countrymen  are  apt  to  con¬ 
ceive  againft  them5  by  reafon  of  their  Education 
among  the  Latins ,  do  affedl  to  fhew  an  Oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Latin  Church  beyond  any  other  Greeks . 
He  told  me,  that  he  knew  the  Ignorance  and 
Corruption  of  the  Greeks  was  fuch,  that  as  they 
did  not  know  the  Dodtrines  of  their  own  Church, 
fo  a  very  little  Money,  or  the  Hope  of  Protedlion 
from  any  of  the  Embafladors  that  came  from  the 
Weft,  would  prevail  with  them  to  fign  any 
thing  that  could  be  defired  of  them.  He  added 
one  thing,  that  tho’  he  firmly  believed  Tranfuh- 
Jiantiation  himfelf,  he  did  not  think  they  believed 
it,  let  them  fay  what  they  pleafed  themfelves. 
He  took  his  Meafures  of  theDodlrine  of  their 
Church,  rather  from  what  they  did,  than  from 
what  they  faid  ;  for  their  Rites  not  being  changed 
now  for  a  great  many  Ages,  were  the  true 
Indications  of  the  Dodlrines  received  among 
them  ;  whereas  they  were  both  ignorant  of  the 
Tradition  of  their  Dodtrine  and  very  apt  to 
prevaricate  when  they  faw  Advantages  or  Pro- 
tedfion  fet  before  them.  Therefore  he  con¬ 
cluded,  that  fince  they  did  not  adore  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  after  the  Confecration,  that  was  an  evident 
Sign  they  did  not  believe  the  Corporal  Prefence, 
and  was  of  a  Force  well  able  to  balance  all 
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their  Subfcriptions.  He  told  me,  he  was  often 
fcandalized  to  fee  them  open  the  Bag  in  which 
the  Sacrament  was  preferved,  and  fhew  it  with 
no  fort  of  Refpedf,  no  more  than  when  they 
fhewed  any  Manufcript ;  and  he  looked  on  Ado¬ 
ration  as  fuch  a  neceflary  Confequent  of  Tranfub- 
iftantiation,  that  he  could  not  imagine  that  the 
latter  was  received  in  a  Church  that  did  not 
pradtife  the  former.  To  this  I  will  add  what  an 
eminent  Catholick  at  Paris  told  me:  He  faid, 
the  Originals  of  thofe  Attentions  were  in  too 
exadt  and  too  correct  a  Style,  to  have  been 
formed  in  Greece.  He  allured  me,  they  were 
penned  at  Paris ,  by  one  that  was  a  Mailer  of 
the  Purity  of  the  Greek  Tongue.  I  do  not  name 
thefe  Perfons,  becaufe  they  are  yet  alive,  and 
this  might  be  a  Prejudice  to  them.  One  of  the 
chief  Ornaments  of  Venice  was  the  famous 
young  Woman  that  fpake  fiveTongues  well,  of 
which  the  Latin  and  Greek  were  two.  She  pal- 
fed  Doctor  of  Phyfick  at  Padua ,  according’to  the 
ordinary  Forms;  but  which  was  beyond  all,  ihe 
was  a  Perfon  of  fuch  extraordinary  Virtue  and 
Piety,  that  file  is  fpoken  of  as  a  Saint.  She  died 
fome  Months  before  I  came  to  Venice:  She  was 
of  the  noble  Family  of  the  Cornares ,  tho’  not  of 
the  three  chief  Branches,  which  are,  St.  Maurice^ 
St.  Paul ,  and  Calle,  who  are  defeended  from 
the  three  Brothers  of  the  renowned  Queen  of 
Cyprus ,  but  the  Diftinftion  of  her  Family  was 
Fife opi a.  Her  extraordinary  Merit  made  all 
People  unwilling  to  remember  the  Blemifh  of 
her  Defcent  on  the  one  fide  ;  for  tho’  the  Corna¬ 
res  reckon  themfelves  a  Size  of  Nobility  beyond 
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all  the  other  Families  of  Venice ,  yet  her  Father 
having  entertained  a  Gondalier* s  Daughter  fo 
long,  that  he  had  fome  Children  by  her,  at  laft, 
for  their  Sakes,  he  married  the  Mother,  and  paid 
a  confiderable  Fine  to  fave  the  Forfeiture  of 
Nobility,  which  his  Children  muff  have  under¬ 
gone  by  reafon  of  the  Meannefs  of  the  Mother’s 
Birth.  The  Cornaros  carry  it  fo  high;  that  many 
of  the  Daughters  of  that  Family  have  made  them- 
felves  Nuns,  becaufe  they  thought  their  own 
Name  was  fo  noble,  that  they  could  not  induce 
themfelves  to  change  it  for  any  other :  And 
when  lately  one  of  that  Family  married  the  Heir 
of  the  Sagredos ,  which  is  alfo  one  of  the  ancient- 
eft  Families,  that  was  extreme  rich,  and  Ihe  had 
fcarce  any  Portion  at  all  (for  the  Cornaros  are 
now  very  low;)  fome  of  their  Friends  came  to 
wifti  them  Joy  of  fo  advantagious  a  Match  ;  but 
they  very  coldly  rejected  the  Compliment,  and  bid 
the  others  go  and  wifh  the  Sagredos  Joy,  fince  they 
thought  the  Advantage  was  wholly  on  their  fide. 

There  are  of  the  truly  ancient  Noble  Families 
of  Venice  four  and  twenty  yet  remaining  ;  and 
ffven  among  thefe  there  are  twelve  that  are 
thought  fuperior  to  the  reft  in  Rank.  Since  the 
firft  Formation  of  their  Senate  they  have  created 
many  Senators.  In  their  Wars  with  Genoa  they 
conferred  that  Honour  on  thirty  Families : 
Several  of  their  Generals  have  had  that  Honour 
given  them  as  a  Reward  of  their  Service  .*  They 
have  alfo  offered  this  Honour  to  fome  Royal 
Families  ;  for  both  the  Families  of  Valois  and 
Bourbon  were  Nobles  of  Venice  ;  and  Henry  III. 
when  he  came  through  Venice  and  Poland ,  to 
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take  Polfeffion  of  the  Crown  of  France ,  went 
and  fate  among  them,  and  drew  his  Ballot  as  a 
Noble  Venetian:  Many  Popes  have  procured 
this  Honour  for  their  Nephews  ;  only  the  Bar- 
berinis  would  have  the  Venetians  offer  it  to  them 
without  their  afking  it,  and  the  Venetians  would 
not  give  it  without  the  others  afked  it,  and  fo  it 
duck  at  this.  But  during  the  War  of  Candy , 
Cardinal  Francis  Barberini  gave  twelve  thoufand 
Crowns  a  Year  towards  the  War;  and  the 
Temper  found  for  making  them  Noble  Venetians 
was,  that  the  Queen-Mother  of  France  moved 
the  Senate  to  grant  it.  In  all  the  Creations 
of  Senators,  before  the  laft  W ar  of  Candy ,  they 
were  free  ;  and  the  Confiderations  were  either 
great  Services,  or  the  great  Dignity  of  thofe  on 
whom  they  bedowed  this  Honour  :  Thofe  new 
Families  are  divided  into  thofe  that  are  called 
Ducal  Families ,  and  thofe  that  were  called 
limply  New  Families :  The  Reafon  of  the  former 
Defignation  is  not  rightly  underftood  ;  but  one 
that  knew  all  that  related  to  that  Conffitution  par¬ 
ticularly  well,  gave  me  a  good  Account  of  it : 
That  which  naturally  occurs  as  the  Reafon  of  if, 
is,  that  all  thofe  Families  that  are  called  Ducal , 
have  had  the  Dukedom  in  their  Houfe  :  But  as 
all  the  old  Families  have  had  the  fame  Honour, 
tho’  they  carry  not  that  Title,  fo  fome  of  the 
new  Families  have  alfo  had  it,  that  yet  are  not 
called  Ducal.  Others  fay,  that  thofe  Families 
that  have  had  Branches,  who  have  been  made 
Duk  es  without  their  being  firft  Procurators  of 
St.  Mark ,  or  that  have  been  chofen  to  that 
Honour,  without  their  pretending  to  it,  are 
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called  Ducal.  But  the  true  Account  of  this  is, 
that  from  the  Year  1450  to  the  Year  1620,  for 
an  hundred  and  feventy  Years,  there  was  a  Com¬ 
bination  made  among  thofe  New  Families ,  to 
preferve  the  Dukedom  ftill  among  them ;  for  the 
Old  Families  carrying  it  high,  and  excluding  the 
New  Families  from  the  chief  Honours,  nineteen 
of  the  New  Families  entred  into  mutual  Engage- 
ments  to  exclude  the  ancient  Nobility.  It  is 
true,  they  made  the  Dukedom  fometimes  fall  on 
fome  of  the  New  Families  that  were  not  of  this 
Affociation  ;  but  this  was  more  indifferent  to 
them,  as  long  as  the  ancient  Families  were  fhut 
out,  and  that  it  appeared  that  they  bore  the  chief 
Sway  in  the  EleTion.  This  Combination  was  a 
'  thing  known  to  the  very  People,  though  the  In- 
quifitors  did  all  they  could  to  break  it,  or  at  leaft 
to  hide  it ;  fo  that  I  never  met  with  it  in  any 
of  their  Authors.  But  this  failed  in  the  Year 
1620,  when  Memmio  was  chofen  Duke,  who 
was  defcended  of  one  of  the  ancient  Nobility  ; 
which  was  fo  great  a  Mortification  to  the  Caje 
Ducale ,  that  one  of  them  ( Veniero )  hang’d  him- 
felf  thro’  the  Rage  to  which  that  Difgrace  drove 
him  ;  but  his  Man  came  into  the  Room  in  time 
before  he  was  dead,  and  cut  him  down,  and  he 
lived  long  after  that  in  a  better  Mind.  Since 
that  time  one  of  the  B.embos ,  two  of  the  Cornaros.y 
and  one  of  the  Centarinis ,  and  the  prefent 
Prince  of  the  JuJliniani ,  the  firft  of  that  Family 
that  hath  had  that  Honour,  have  been  Dukes,, 
who  are  all  of  the  ancient  Families  :  So  that  this 
Fadlion  is  now  fo  entirely  buried,  that  it  is  not 
generally  known  (even  in  Venice  itfelf)  that  it 
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was  ever  amongft  them.  And  thus  Time  and 
other  Accidents  bring  about  happy  Events, 
which  no  Care  nor  Indudry  could  produce  ;  for 
that  which  all  the  Endeavours  of  the  Inquifitors 
could  not  compafs,  was  brought  about  of  itfelf. 
It  is  true,  the  Factions  in  Venice ,  though  violent 
enough  in  the  Perfons  of  thofe  who  manage 
them,  yet  are  not  derived  by  them  as  an  Inheri¬ 
tance  to  their  Poderity,  as  it  was  among  the 
Florentines  j  who,  though  they  value  themfelvcs 
as  a  Size  of  Men  much  above  the  Venetians , 
whom  they  defpife  as  a  phlegmatick  and  dull 
Race  of  People,  yet  fhew’d  how  little  they 
nnderftood,  with  all  their  Vivacity,  to  conduit 
their  State  ;  fince  by  their  Domedick  Heats  they 
loft  their  Liberty,  which  the  Venetians  have  had 
the  Wifdom  ftill  to  preferve.  This  Faction  of 
the  Cafe  Ducale  was  perhaps  willing  to  let  the 
Matter  fall ;  for  they  loft  more  than  they  got  by 
it ;  for  the  ancient  Families  in  Revenge  fet  them- 
feives  againft  them,  and  excluded  them  from  all 
the  other  advantageous  Employments  of  the 
State.  For  the  others  being  only  united  in  that 
fingle Point  relating  to  the  Dukedom,  the  ancient 
Families  let  them  carry  it ;  but  in  all  ether  Com¬ 
petitions  they  fet  up  always  fuch  Competitors 
againd  the  Pretenders  that  were  of  the  Ducal 
Families ,  who  were  much  more  adeemed  than 
thefe  where,  fo  that  they  fhut  them  out  of  all  the 
bed  Offices  of  the  Republick.  Such  a  FaEl ion 
as  this  was,  if  it  had  been  dill  kept  up,  might 
in  the  Conclufion  have  proved  fatal  to  their 
Liberty.  It  is  indeed  a  Wonder  to  fee  the 
Dignity  of  the  Duke  fo  much  courted  j  for  he  is 
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©nly  a  Prifoner  of  State,  tied  up  to  fuch  Rules, 
fo  feveraly  reftrained,  and  fhut  up  as  it  were  in 
an  Apartment  of  the  Palace  of  St.  Mark,  that 
it  is  not  ftrange  to  fee  fome  of  the  greateft 
Families,  in  particular  the  Cornaros ,  decline  it. 
All  the  Family,  how  numerous  foever,  muft 
retire  out  of  the  Senate,  when  a  Duke  is  chofen 
out  of  it ;  only  one  that*  is  next  of  Kin  to  him 
fits  ftill,  but  without  a  Vote  :  and  the  only  real 
Privilege  that  the  Duke  hath,  is,  that  he  can 
of  himfelf,  without  communicating  with  the 
Savii ,  propofe  Matters  either  to  the  Council  of 
Ten,  to  the  Senate,  or  to  the  Great  Council  ; 
whereas  all  other  Proportions  muft  be  firft  offer’d 
to  the  Savii ,  and  examined  by  them,  who  have 
a  fort  of  Tribunitian  Power,  to  reject  what  they 
diflike :  and  tho’  they  cannot  hinder  the  Duke  to 
make  aPropofition,  yet  they  can  mortify  him 
when  he  hath  made  it ;  they  can  hinder  it  from 
being  voted  ;  and,  after  it  is  voted,  they  can 
l'ufpend  the  Execution  of  it  till  it  is  examined 
over  again  :  And  a  Duke  that  is  of  an  adtive 
Spirit  muft  refolve  to  endure  many  of  thefe 
Mortifications  ;  for  it  is  certain  that  the  Savii  do 
fometimes  affedt  to  fhew  the  Greatnefs  of  their 
Authority,  and  exercife  a  fort  of  Tyranny  in  the 
rejedting  of  Propofitions,  when  they  intend  to 
humble  thofe  that  make  them  :  Yet  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  beft  Families  court  this  Honour  of 
Dukedom  extremely.  When  Sagredo  was  upon 
the  point  of  being  chofen  Duke,  there  was  fo 
violent  an  Outcry  againft  it  over  all  Venice , 
becaufe  of  the  Difgrace  that  they  thought  would 
come  on  the  Republick,  if  they  had  a  Prince 
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whofe  Nofe  had  mifcarried  in  fome  unfortunate 
Diforders,  that  tho’  the  Senate  complied  fo  far 
with  this  Averfion  that  the  People  teftified,  and 
the  Inquifit£rs  took  Care  to  hang  or  drown  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  chief  of  the  Mutineers,  yet  they  let 
the  Defign  for  Sagredo  fall ;  upon  which  he  was 
fo  much  difgufted,  that  he  retired  to  a  Houfe  he 
had  in  the  Terra  Firma ,  and  never  appeared 
more  at  Venue  :  During  which  Time  of  his  Re¬ 
tirement  he  wrote  two  Bocks  ;  the  one.  Me¬ 
moir  e  Ottomaniche ,  which  is  printed,  and  he  is 
accounted  the  beft  of  all  their  modern  Authors  ; 
the  other  was,  Memoirs  of  the  Government  and 
Hi/lory  of  Venice,  which  hath  never  been  print¬ 
ed  ;  and  fome  fay  it  is  too  fincere  and  too  parti¬ 
cular,  fo  that  it  is  thought  it  will  be  referved 
among  their  Archives . 

It  hath  been  a  fort  of  Maxim  now  for  fome 
Time,  not  to  choofe  a  married  Man  to  be  Duke  ; 
for  the  Coronation  of  a  Dutchefs  goes  high,  and 
hath  coft  above  a  hundred  thoufand  Ducats. 
Some  of  the  ancient  Families  have  affe&ed  the 
Title  of  Prince ,  and  have  called  their  Branches 
Princes  of  the  Blood ;  and  tho’  the  Cornaros  have 
done  this  more  than  any  other,  yet  others  upon 
the  account  of  fome  Principalities  that  their  An- 
ceftors  had  in  the  Iflands  of  the  Archipelago , 
have  alfo  affected  thofe  vain  Titles  :  But  the  In- 
qurfitors  have  long  ago  obliged  them  to  lay  afide 
all  thofe  high  Titles  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  boafb 
too  much  of  their  Blood,  find  the  Diflike  which 
that  brings  on  them  very  fenfibly ;  for  whenso¬ 
ever  they  pretend  to  any  great  Employments, 
they  find  themfelves  always  excluded.  When 
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an  Ele&ion  of  AmbafTadors  was  propofed,  or  to 
any  of  the  chief  Offices,  it  was  wont  to  be 
made  in  thofe  Terms,  that  the  Council  muft 
chufe  one  of  its  Principal  Members  for  fuch  an 
Employment.  But  becaufe  this  look’d  like  a 
Term  of  Diftin&ion  among  the  Nobility,  they 
changed  it  five  and  twenty  Years  ago ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  Principal ,  they  ufe  now  the  Term 
Honourable ,  which  comprehends  the  whole  Bo¬ 
dy  of  their  Nobility,  without  any  Diftindfion. 
It  is  at  Venice ,  in  the  Church,  as  well  as  in  the 
State,  that  the  Head  of  the  Body  hath  a  great 
Title,  and  particular  Honours  done  him  ; 
whereas  in  the  mean  while  this  is  a  meer  Pagean¬ 
try,  and  under  thefe  big  Words  there  is  lodged 
only  a  light  Shadow  of  Authority  5  for  their  Bi- 
fhop  has  the  glorious  Title  of  Patriarch ,  as 
well  as  the  Duke  is  call’d  their  Prince  and  His 
Serenity ,  and  hath  his  Name  flamped  upon  their 
Coin :  So  the  Patriarch,  with  all  this  high  Title, 
hath  really  no  Authority ;  for  not  only  St.  Mark' s 
Church  is  entirely  exempted  from  his  Jurifdic- 
tion,  and  is  immediately  fubjedf  to  the  Duke  ; 
but  his  Authority  is  in  all  other  Things  fo  fub- 
je£!  to  the  Senate,  and  fo  regulated  by  them, 
that  he  hath  no  more  Power  than  they  are  pleafed 
to  allow  him  :  So  that  the  Senate  is  as  really  the 
Supreme  Governor  over  all  Perfons  and  in  all 
Caufes,  as  the  Kings  of  England  have  pretended 
to  be  in  their  own  Dominions  fince  the  Refor¬ 
mation.  But  befides  all  this,  the  Clergy  of  Ve¬ 
nice  have  a  very  extraordinary  fort  of  Exemp¬ 
tion,  and  are  a  fort  of  Body  like  a  Prefbytery 
independent  of  the  Bifhop.  The  Curates  are 
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chofen  by  the  Inhabitants  of  every  Parifh  ;  and 
this  makes  that  no  Noble  Venetian  is  fuffer’d  to 
pretend  to  any  Curacy  ;  for  they  think  it  below 
that  Dignity,  to  fuller  one  of  their  Body  to  en¬ 
gage  in  a  Competition  with  one  of  a  lower  Or¬ 
der,  and  to  run  the  Hazard  of  being  rejected.  I 
was  told,  the  Manner  of  thofe  Elections  was 
the  moft  fcandalous  Thing  poflible ;  for  the  fe- 
veral  Candidates  appear  on  the  Day  of  Election, 
and  fet  out  their  own  Merits,  and  defame  the 
other  Pretenders  in  the  fouleft  Language,  and  in 
the  moft  fcurrilous  Manner  imaginable  ;  the  Se¬ 
crets  of  all  their  Lives  are  publiftftd  in  moft  re¬ 
proachful  Terms  ;  and  nothing  is  fo  abject  and 
ridiculous,  that  is  not  put  in  Practice  on  thofe 
Occaftons.  There  is  a  fort  of  an  Affociation 
among  the  Curates  for  judging  of  their  common 
Concerns ;  and  fome  of  the  Laity  of  the  feveral 
Parifhes  aftift  in  thofe  Courts  ;  fo  that  here  is  a 
real  Prefbytery.  The  great  Libertinage  that  is 
fo  undecently  practifed  by  moft  Sorts  of  People 
at  Venice ,  extends  itfelf  to  the  Clergy  to  fuch  a 
Degree,  that  tho’  Ignorance  and  Vice  feem  the 
only  indelible  Characters  that  they  carry  general¬ 
ly  over  all  Italy ,  yet  thofe  appear  here  in  a  much 
more  confpicuous  Manner  than  elfewhere,  and 
upon  thefe  popular  Elections  all  comes  out. 
The  Nuns  of  Venice  have  been  under  much 
Scandal  for  a  great  while  ;  there  are  fome  Nun¬ 
neries  that  are  as  famous  for  their  Strictnefs  and 
Exactnefs  to  their  Rules,  as  others  are  for  the 
Liberties  they  take  ;  chiefly  thofe  of  St.  Zacha¬ 
ry  and  St.  Laurence ,  where  none  but  Noble  Ve¬ 
netians  are  admitted,  and  where  it  is  not  fo 
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much  as  pretended  that  they  have  retired  for  De¬ 
votion,  but  it  is  owned  to  be  done  merely  that 
they  might  not  be  too  great  a  Charge  to  their 
Family  :  They  are  not  veiled  ;  their  Neck  and 
Bread:  are  bare,  and  they  receive  much  Compa¬ 
ny  ;  but  that  which  I  faw  was  in  a  publick 
Room,  in  which  there  were  many  Grills  for  fe- 
veral  Parlours,  fo  that  the  Converfation  is  very 
confufed  ;  for  there  being  a  different  Company 
at  every  Grill,  and  the  Italians  fpeaking  gene¬ 
rally  very  loud,  the  Noife  of  fo  many  loud 
Talkers  is  very  difagreeable.  The  Nuns  talk 
much,  and  very  ungracefully,  and  allow  them- 
felves  a  Liberty  in  rallying,  that  other  Places 
could  not  bear.  About  four  Years  ago  the  Pa¬ 
triarch  intended  to  bring  a  Reform  into  thofe 
Houfes ;  but  the  Nuns  of  St.  Laurence ,  with 
whom  he  began,  told  him  plainly  they  were 
Noble  Venetians ,  who  had  chofen  that  Way  of 
Life  as  more  convenient  for  them,  but  they 
would  not  fubje£f  themfelves  to  his  Regulations  ; 
yet  he  came  and  would  have  fhut  up  their  Houfe, 
fo  they  went  to  fet  fire  to  it ;  upon  which  the 
Senate  interpofed,  and  ordered  the  Patriarch  to 
defiff.  There  is  no  Chriffian  State  in  the 
World,  that  hath  exprefTed  a  Jealoufy  of 
Churchmen’s  getting  into  the  publick  Councils 
fo  much  as  the  Venetians  ;  for  as  a  Noble  Venetian 
that  goes  into  Orders  lofes  thereby  his  Right  of 
going  to  vote  in  the  Great  Council  ;  fo  when 
any  of  them  are  promoted  to  be  Cardinals,  the 
whole  Kindred  and  Family  muff,  during  their 
Lives,  withdraw  from  the  Great  Council,  and 
are  alto  incapable  of  all  Employments :  And  by 

a  Claufe 


142  Travels  thro *  France,  Italy, 

a  Claufe  which  they  added  when  they  received 
the  Inquifition,  which  Teemed  of  no  great  Con- 
fequence,  they  have  made  it  to  become  a  Court 
absolutely  fubjedf  to  them  ;  for  it  being  provided, 
that  the  Inquifitors  fhould  do  nothing  but  in  the 
Prefence  of  fuch  as  ihould  be  deputed  by  the  Se¬ 
nate  to  be  the  Witneffes  of  their  Proceedings, 
thofe  Deputies  either  will  not  come  but  when 
they  think  fit,  or  will  not  flay  longer  than  they 
are  pleafed  with  their  Proceedings  ;  fo  that  either 
their  Abfence,  or  their  withdrawing,  diffolves 
the  Court ;  for  a  Citation  cannot  be  made,  a 
Witnefs  cannot  be  examined,  nor  the  leaf!  Point 
of  Form  carried  on,  if  the  Deputies  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  are  not  prefent.  And  thus  it  is,  that  tho’ 
there  is  a  Court  of  Inquifition  at  Venice ,  yet 
there  is  fcarce  any  Perfon  brought  into  Trouble 
by  it  ;  and  there  are  many  of  the  Proteftant  Re¬ 
ligion  that  live  there  without  any  Trouble;  and 
tho’  there  is  a  Congregation  of  them  there,  that 
hath  their  Exercifes  of  Religion  very  regularly, 
yet  the  Senate  gives  them  no  Trouble.  It  is 
true,  the  Hojiie' s  not  being  carried  about  in 
Proceflion,  but  fecretly  by  the  Prieft  to  the  Sick, 
makes  that  this  uneafy  Difcrimination  of  Prote- 
ftant  and  Papiff  doth  not  offer  itfelf  here,  as  in 
other  Places  ;  for  the  Narrownefs  of  the  Streets, 
and  the  Channels  thro’  which  one  muff  go  almoft 
every  Foot,  makes  that  this  could  not  be  done  in 
Venice ,  as  it  is  elfewhere ;  and  from  Venice  this 
Rule  is  carried  over  their  whole  Territory,  tho’ 
the  like  Reafon  doth  not  hold  in  the  Terra  Fir* 
ma .  The  Venetians  are  generally  ignorant  of 
the  Matters  of  Religion  to  a  Scandal ;  and  they 
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are  as  unconcerned  in  them,  as  they  are  Stran- 
gers  to  them  :  So  that  all  that  vaft  Pomp  in  their 
Ceremonies,  and  Wealth  in  their  Churches,  is 
affedted  rather  as  a  Point  of  Magnificence,  or  a 
Matter  of  Emulation  among  Families,  than  that 
Superftition  hath  here  fuch  a  Power  over  the  Spi¬ 
rits  of  the  People,  as  it  hath  elfewhere ;  for  the 
Atheifm  that  is  received  by  many  here,  is  the 
dulleft  and  coarfefl  Thing  that  can  be  imagined. 
The  young  Nobility  are  fo  generally  corrupted  in 
their  Morals,  and  fo  given  up  to  a  mod  fupine 
Ignorance  of  all  Sorts  of  Knowledge,  that  a 
Man  cannot  eafily  imagine  to  what  a  Height 
this  is  grown ;  and  for  Military  Courage,  there 
Is  fcarce  fo  much  as  the  Ambition  of  being 
thought  brave  remaining  among  the  greater  Part 
of  them.  It  feemed  to  me  a  ftrange  Thing  to 
fee  the  Broglio  fo  full  of  graceful  young  Senators 
and  Nobles,  when  there  was  fo  glorious  a  War 
on  Foot  with  the  Turks ;  but  inflead  of  being 
heated  in  Point  of  Honour  to  hazard  their  Lives, 
they  rather  think  it  an  extravagant  Piece  of  Fol¬ 
ly  for  them  to  go  and  hazard  them,  when  a  lit¬ 
tle  Money  can  hire  Strangers  that  do  it  on  fuch 
eafy  Terms  :  And  thus  their  Arms  are  in  the 
Hands  of  Strangers,  while  they  flay  at  Home 
managing  their  Intrigues  in  the  Broglio ,  and 
diifolving  their  Spirits  among  their  Courtizans  : 
And  the  Reputation  of  their  Service  is  of  late 
Years  fo  much  funk,  that  it  is  very  ftrange  to  fee 
fo  many  come  to  a  Service  fo  decried,  where 
there  is  fo  little  Care  had  of  the  Soldiers,  and  fo 
little  Regard  had  to  the  Officers  :  The  Arrears 
are  fo  flowly  paid,  and  the  Rewards  are  fo  fcan- 
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lily  diftributed,  that  if  they  do  not  change  their 
Maxims,  they  may  come  to  feel  this  very  fenfi- 
bly ;  for  as  their  Subjects  are  not  acquainted  with 
Warlike  Matters,  fo  their  Nobility  have  no  fort 
of  Ambition  that  Way,  and  Strangers  are  ex¬ 
tremely  difgufted.  It  is  chiefly  to  the  Conjunc¬ 
ture  of  Affairs  that  they  owe  their  Safety  3  for 
the  Feeblenefs  of  all  their  Neighbours,  the 
Turk,  the  Emperor ,  the  King  of  Spain ,  the 
Pope ,  and  the  Duke  of  Mantua ,  preferves  them 
from  the  Apprehenfion  of  an  Invafion,  and  the 
Quarrels  and  Degeneracy  of  their  Subjedfs,  fave 
them  from  the  Fears  of  a  Revolt 3  but  a  formi¬ 
dable  Neighbour  would  put  them  hard  to  it. 
One  great  Occafion  of  the  Degeneracy  of  the 
Italians ,  and  in  particular  of  the  Venetian  Nobi¬ 
lity,  is  a  Maxim  that  hath  been  taken  up  for 
fome  confiderable  Time,  that  for  .  he  Preferva~ 
tion  of  their  Families  it  is  fit  that  only  one  of  a 
Family  fihould  marry  :  To  which  I  will  not  add, 
that  it  is  generally  believed,  that  the  Wife  is  in 
common  to  the  whole  Family.  By  this  means 
the  younger  Brothers,  that  have  Appointments 
for  Life,  and  that  have  no  Families  that  come 
from  them,  are  not  ftirr’d  up  by  any  Ambition 
to  flgnalize  themfelves,  or  to  make  Families, 
and  fo  they  give  way  to  all  the  Lazinefs  of  Lux¬ 
ury,  and  are  quite  enervated  by  it  :  Whereas 
the  beft  Services  done  in  other  States,  flow  from 
the  Neceflities,  as  well  as  the  Afpirings  of  youn¬ 
ger  Brothers,  or  their  Families,  whofe  Blood 
qualifies  them  to  pretend,  as  well  as  their  Pride 
and  Neceffities  pufh  them,  on,  to  acquire  fir  ft  a 
Reputation,  and  then  a  Fortune.  But  all ‘this 
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i$  a  Myftery  to  the  Venetians ,  who  apprehend  fo 
much  from  the  a£Hve  Spirits  of  a  neceffitous 
Nobility,  that,  to  lay  -thofe  afleep,  they  encou¬ 
rage  them  in  all  thofe  Things  that  may  blunt 
and  deprefs  their  Minds  ;  and  Y'outh  naturally 
hates  Letters  as  much  as  it  loves  Pleafure,  when 
it  is  fo  far  from  being  retrained,  that  it  is  rather 
pufhed  on  to  all  the  Licentioufnefs  of  unlimited 
Diforders. 

Yet  I  mufi  add  one  Thing,  that  tho’  Venice 
is  the  Place  in  the  whole  World,  where  Pleafure 
is  moil:  jftudied,  and  where  the  Youth  have  both 
the  greateft  Wealth,  and  the  moil  Leifure  to 
purfue  it ;  yet  it  is  the  Place  that  I  ever  faw, 
where  true  and  innocent  Pleafure  is  the  leafl  un- 
derffood  :  In  which  I  will  make  a  little  Digref- 

Ifion,  that  perhaps  will  not  be  unpleafant.  As 
for  the  Pleafures  of  Friendfhip,  or  Marriage, 
they  are  Strangers  to  them  ;  for  the  horrible  Di- 
ifruft,  in  which  they  all  live,  of  one  another, 
makes,  that  it  is  very  rare  to  find  a  Friend  in 
Italy  1  but  mod:  of  all  in  Venice :  And  tho’  we 
[  have  been  told  of  feveral  Stories  of  celebrated 
|  Fxiendfhips  there,  yet  thefe  are  now  very  rare. 
As  for  their  Wives,  they  are  bred  to  fo  much 
[j  Ignorance,  and  they  converfe  fo  little-,  that  they 
know  nothing  but  the  dull  Superflition  on  Holy- 
i  days,  in  which  they  flay  in  the  Churches  as  long 
:  as  they  can,  and  fo  prolong  the  little  Liberty 
>  they  have  of  going  abroad  on  thofe  Days,  as 
j  Children  do  their  Hours  of  Play.  They  are 
j  not  employed  in  their  domeflick  Affairs,  and 
j  generally  they  underhand  no  fort  of  Work  ;  fo 
j  that  I  was  told,  they  were  the  infipideft  Crca- 
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tures  imaginable.  They  are  perhaps  as  vicious 
as  in  other  Places,  but  it  is  among  them  down¬ 
right  Lewdnefs  ;  for  they  are  not  drawn  into  it 
by  the  Entanglements  of  Amour,  that  inveigle 
and  lead  many  Perfons  much  farther  than  they 
imagined  or  intended  at  firft  ;  but  in 
them  the  firft  Step,  without  any  Preamble  or 
Preparative,  is  downright  Beaftlinefs.  And  an 
Italian ,  that  knew  the  World  well,  faid  upon 
this  Matter  a  very  lively  Thing  to  me  :  He  faid, 
T heir  fealoufy  made  them  reft  rain  their  Daughters 
and  their  Wives  fo  much ,  that  they  could  have  none 
cf  thofe  domejlick  Entertainments  of  Wit ,  Con¬ 
vey  fa  ti  on,  and  Friendjhip ,  that  the  French  or 
Englifh  have  at  home.  It  is  true,  thofe  he  faid 
hazard  a  little  the  Honour  of  their  Families  by 
that  Liberty  ;  but  the  Italians ,  by  their  excef- 
five  Caution,  made  that  they  had  none  of  the 
true  Delights  of  a  married  State  :  And  notwith¬ 
standing  all  their  uneafy  Jealoufy,  they  were  ftill 
in  Danger  of  a  contraband  Nobility.  Therefore 
he  thought  they  would  do  much  better  to  hazard 
a  little,  when  it  would  produce  a  certain  Satis¬ 
faction,  than  to  watch  fo  anxioufly,  and  there¬ 
by  have  an  infipid  Companion,  inftead  of  a  live¬ 
ly  Friend,  tho’  the  might  perhaps  have  fome  ill 
Moments.  A-s  for  their  Houfes,  they  have  no¬ 
thing  convenient  at  Venice  \  for  the  Architecture 
Is  almoft  all  the  fame,  one  Stair-Cafe,  a  Hall 
that  runs  along  the  Body  of  the  Houfe,  and 
Chambers  on  both  Hands ;  but  there  are  no  A- 
partments,  no  Clofets  or  Back-ftairs  :  So  that  in 
Houfes  that  are  of  an  exceffive  Wealth,  they 
have  yet  no  fort  of  Convenience.  Their  Bed- 
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fteads  are  of  Iron,  becaufe  of  the  Vermin  that 
their  Moifture  produces.  The  Bottoms  are  of 
Boards,  upon  which  they  lay  fo  many  Quilts, 
that  it  is  a  huge  Step  to  get  up  to  them.  Their 
great  Chairs  are  all  upright,  without  a  Slope  in 
the  Back,  hard  in  the  Bottom,  and  the  Wood 
of  the  Arms  is  not  covered.  They  mix  Water 
with  their  Wine  in  their  Hogfheads ;  fo  that  for 
above  half  the  Year,  the  Wine  is  either  dead  or 
four.  They  do  not  leaven  their  Bread,  fo  that 
it  is  extreme  heavy ;  and  the  Oven  is  too  much 
heated,  fo  that  the  Crumb  is  as  Dough,  when 
the  Cruft  is  as  hard  as  a  Stone.  In  all  Inns  they 
boil  Meat  ftrft  before  it  is  roafted  ;  and  thus  as 
indeed  they  make  it  tender,  fo  it  is  quite  taftlefs 
and  infipid.  And  as  for  their  Land-Carriage, 
all  Lombardy  over,  it  is  extreme  inconvenient ; 
for  their  Coaches  are  faftened  to  the  Pearch, 
which  makes  them  as  uneafy  as  a  Cart.  It  is 
true,  they  begin  to  have  at  Rome  and  Naples , 
Coaches  that  are  faftened  to  a  fort  of  double 
Pearch,  that  runs  along  the  Bottom  of  the 
Coach  on  both  Sides,  which  are  fo  thin,  that 
they  ply  to  the  Motion  of  the  Coach,  and  are 
extreme  eafy  •  but  thofe  are  not  known  in  Lom¬ 
bardy,  And  befides  this,  their  Calafties  are 
open  ;  fo  that  one  is  expofed  to  the  Sun  and  Daft 
in  Summer,  and  to  the  Weather  in  Winter. 
But  tho’  they  are  covered  as  ours  are,  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  Appennines ,  yet  I  fawnone  that 
were  covered  in  Lombardy.  And  thus  by  an  El- 
numeration  of  many  of  the  innocent  Pleafures 
and  Conveniences  of  Life,  it  appears,  that  the 
Venetians  purfue  fo  violently  forbidden  Pleafures, 
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that  they  know  not  how  to  find  out  that  which 
is  allowable.  Their  conftant  Practices  in  the 
Broglio  are  their  chief  Bufinefs,  where  thofe  that 
are  necefiltous  are  fuing  for  Employments  of 
Advantage,  and  thofe  that  are  full  of  Wealth 
take  a  fort  of  Pleafure  in  crofiing  their  Preten¬ 
tions,  and  in  embroiling  Matters.  The  Walk 
in  which  the  Nobility  tread  is  left  to  them,  for 
no  others  dare  walk  among  them  ;  and  they 
change  the  Side  of  the  Square  of  St.  Mark ,  as 
the  Sun  and  the  W eather  direct  them.  Perhaps 
a  Derivation  that  Mr.  Patin  gave  me  of  Brog¬ 
lie)  from  the  Greek  Peribolaion ,  a  little  corrupt¬ 
ed,  is  not  forc’d  :  And  fince  they  make  all  their 
Parties,  and  manage  all  their  Intrigues  in  thofe 
Walks,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  Broils ,  Brouil- 
lons ,  and  Jmbroilments ,  are  all  derived  from  the 
Agitations  that  are  managed  in  thofe  Walks. 

As  for  the  laft  created  Nobility  of  Venice ,  I 
came  to  know  fome  Particulars  that  I  have  not 
yet  feen  in  any  Books,  which  I  fuppofe  will  not 
be  unacceptable  to  you.  It  is  certain,  that  if  the 
Venetians  could  have  forefeen,  at  the  Beginning 
of  the  War  of  Candy ,  the  vaft  Expence  in  which 
the  Length  of  it  engaged  them,  they  would  have 
abandoned  the  Ifle,  rather  than  wafted  their 
Treafure,  and  debafed  their  Nobility.  This 
laft  was  extreme  fenfible  to  them  ;  for  as  the 
Dignity  of  the  Rack  they  hold  is  fo  much  the 
more  eminent,  as  it  isreftrained  to  a  finall  Num¬ 
ber  ;  fo  all  the  beft  Employments  and  Honours 
of  the  State  belonging  to  this  Body,  the  admitting 
fuch  a  Number  into  it,  as  rnuft  rife  out  of  feventy 
eight  Familks,  was,  in  effect,  the  fharing  their 
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Inheritance  among  fo  many  adopted  Brothers. 
This  had  been  lefs  infamous,  if  they  had  commu¬ 
nicated  that  Honour  only  to  the  ancient  Citizens 
of  Venice ,  or  to  the  Nobility  of  thofe  States  that 
they  have  fubdued  in  the  'Terra  Ftrma  :  For  as 
there  are  many  Citizens,  who  are  as  ancient  as 
the  Nobility,  only  their  Anceftors  not  happen¬ 
ing  to  be  of  that  Council  that  affirmed  the 
Government  about  four  hundred  Years  asp,  they 
have  not  been  railed  to  that  Honour  :  So  there 
had  been  no  Infamy  in  creating  fome  of  them 
to  be  of  the  Nobility.  It  had  been  alfo  brought 
under  Consultation  long  ago,  upon  the  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  thofe  States  in  the  Terra  Ftrma ,  whether 
it  was  not  advifable,  according  to  the  Maxims  of 
the  ancient  Romans ,  to  communicate  that  Dignity 
to  fome  of  their  chief  Families,  as  being  the 
fureft  Way  to  give  fome  Contentment  to  thofe 
Stated,  it  being  alfo  a  real  as  well  as  a  cheap 
Security,  when  the  chief  Families  in  thofe  Ci¬ 
ties  were  admitted  to  a  Share  in  all  the  Honours 
of  the  Republick.  It  is  true,  fome  of  the  No¬ 
bility  of  thofe  States  thought  they  had  Honour 
enough  by  their  Birth,  and  fo  Zambara  of  Bref- 
cia  refufed  to  accept  an  Honour  from  thofe  that 
had  robbed  his  Country  of  its  Liberty  ;  yet  his 
Pofterity  are  now  of  another  Mind  :  For  they 
came  and  bought  in  this  laft  Sale  of  Honour, 
that  which  was  freely  offered  to  their  Anceftor, 
and  was  rejedted  by  him.  When  the  Senate 
found  itfelf  extremely  preffed  for  Money,  during 
the  War,  it  was  at  fir  ft  propofed,  that  fome  Fa¬ 
milies,  to  the  Number  of  five,  might  be  enno¬ 
bled,  they  offering  fixty  thoufand  Ducats,  if 
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they  were  Venetians ,  and  feventy  thoufand  if 
they  were  Strangers.  There  was  but  one  Perfon 
that  oppofed  this  in  the  Senate  ;  fo  it  being  palled 
there,  was  prefen  ted  to  the  Great  Council,  and 
there  it  was  like  to  have  pafled  without  any  Dif¬ 
ficulty  :  But  one  Perfon  oppofed  it  with  fo  much 
Vigour,  that  tho’  the  Duke  defired  him  to  give 
over  his  Oppofition,  fince  the  Neceflities  of  the 
War  required  a  great  Supply,  yet  he  perfifled 
flill ;  and  tho’  one  of  the  Savii  fet  forth  with 
Tears  the  Extremities  to  which  the  State  was  re¬ 
duced,  he  flill  infilled,  and  fell  upon  one  Con¬ 
ceit  that  turned  the  whole  Council.  He  faid, 
they  were  not  fure,  if  live  Perfons  "could  be 
found,  that  would  purchafe  that  Honour  at  fuch 
a  Rate,  and  then  it  wTould  be  a  vafl  Difgrace  to 
expofe  the  Offer  of  Nobility  firfl  to  Sale  ;  and 
then  to  the  Affront  of  finding  no  Buyers  when 
it  was  offered  to  be  fold  :  And  by  this  means  he 
put  by  the  Refolution  for  that  Time.  But  then 
another  Method  was  taken,  that  was  more  ho¬ 
nourable,  and  was  of  a  more  extended  Confe- 
quence.  Labia  was  the  firfl  that  prefented  a  Peti¬ 
tion  to  the  Great  Council,  fetting  forth  his  Me¬ 
rits  towards  the  Republick,  and  defiring  that  he 
might  be  thought  worthy  to  offer  a  hundred 
thoufand  Ducats  toward  the  Service  of  the  State. 
This  was  underflood  to  be  afking  to  be  made  No¬ 
ble  at  that  Price.  Delfino  faid,  he  thought  eve¬ 
ry  Man  might  be  well  judged  worthy  to  offer 
fuch  an  Afiiflance  to  the  Publick,  and  that  fuch 
as  brought  that  Supply  might  expert  a  fuitable 
Acknowledgment  from  the  Senate,  who  might 
afterwards,  of  their  own  Accord,  beffow  that 
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Honour  on  thofe  that  exprefted  fo  much  Zeal 
for  the  Publick  :  And  this  would,  in  fome  fort, 
maintain  that  Degree,  which  would  be  too  much 
debafed,  if  it  were  thus  bought  and  fold.  But 
it  feems  the  Purchafers  had  no  mind  to  part  with 
their  Money,  and  to  leave  the  Reward  to  the 
Gratitude  of  the  Council  ;  fo  the  Petition  was 
granted  in  plain  Terms,  and  the  Nobility  fo  ac¬ 
quired  was  not  only  to  defcend  to  the  Children 
of  him  that  was  ennobled,  but  to  his  Brothers, 
and  the  whole  Family,  to  fuch  a  Degree.  After 
Labia ,  a  great  many  more  came  with  the  like 
Petitions  ;  and  it  was  not  unpleafant  to  fee,  in 
what  Terms,  Merchants,  that  came  to  buy  .this 
Honour,  fet  forth  their  own  Merits  3  which 
were,  that  they  had  taken  care  to  furnifh  the 
Republick  with  fuch  Things  as  were  neceflary 
for  its  Prefervation.  There  was  a  fort  of  a  Tri¬ 
umvirate  formed,  of  a  Jew^  a  Greek ,  and  an 
Italian ,  who  were  the  Brokers,  and  found  out 
the  Merchants,  and  at  laft  brought  down  the 
Price  from  a  hundred  thoufand  to  hxty  thoufand 
Ducats  and  no  other  Qualifications  were  requi¬ 
red,  if  they  had  Money  enough.  For  when 
Correge  faid  to  the  Duke,  that  he  was  afraid  to 
afk  that  Honour  for  want  of  Merit,  the  Duke 
afked  him,  If  be  had  a  hundred  thoufand  Ducats  ? 
And  when  the  other  anfwered.  The  Sum  was 
ready ,  the  Duke  told  him,  That  was  a  great 
Merit .  At  laft  feventy  eight  purchafed  this 
Honour,  to  the  great  Regret  of  Labia ,  who 
faid,  that  if  he  had  imagined,  that  fo  many 
would  have  followed  him  in  that  Demand,  he 
would  have  bid  fo  high  for  it,  that  it  ftiould  have 
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been  out  of  their  Power  to  have  done  it.  It  k 
true,  many  of  the  Purchafers  were  ancient  and 
noble  Families ;  but  many  others  were  not  only 
Merchants,  but  of  the  loweft  fort  of  them ; 
who,  as  they  had  enriched  themfelves  by  Trade, 
did  then  impoverifh  themfelves  by  the  Acquisi¬ 
tion  of  an  Honour,  that  as  it  obliged  them  to 
give  over  their  Trade,  and  put  them  in  a  higher 
way  of  living,  fo  it  hath  not  brought  them  yet 
in  any  Advantage  to  balance  that  Lofs  ;  for  they 
are  fo  much  defpifed,  that  they  are  generally 
excluded,  when  they  contend  with  the  ancient 
Nobility  ;  tho’  this  is  done  with  that  Difcretion, 
that  the  old  Families  do  not  declare  always 
againft  the  new  :  For  that  would  throw  the  new 
into  a  Fadfion  againft  them,  which  might  be  a 
great  Prejudice  to'them  ;  for  the  new  are  much 
more  numerous  than  the  old.  Another  great 
Prejudice  that  the  Republick  feels  by  this  great 
Promotion  is,  that  the  chief  Families  of  the  Ci¬ 
tizens  of  Venice ,  who  had  been  long  pradlifed  in 
the  Affairs  of  State,  and  out  of  whom  the  En¬ 
voys,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  that  is  the  Head  of  the  Citizens,  as  well  as 
the  Duke  is  the  Head  of  the  Nobility,  are  to  be 
chofen,  having  purchafed  the  chief  Honour  of 
the  State,  there  is  not  now  a  fufEcient  Number 
of  capable  Citzens  left  for  ferving  the  State  in 
thofe  Employments  :  But  this  Defedf  will  be  re- 
drefs’d  with  the  Help  of  a  little  Time.  But  if 
this  Increafe  of  the  Nobility  hath  leffened  the 
Dignity  of  the  ancient  Families,  there  is  a  Re- 
gulation  made  in  this  Age,  that  ftill  preferves 
a  confiderable  Diftindlion  of  Authority  in  their 
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Hands.  Crimes  again#  the  State,  when  com¬ 
mitted  by  any  of  the  Nobility,  were  always 
judged  by  the  Inquifitors,  and  the  Council  of 
Ten,  but  all  other  Crimes  were  judged  by  the 
Council  of  Forty.  But  in  the  Year  1624,  one 
of  the  Nobles  was  accufed  of  Peculat  commit¬ 
ted  in  one  of  their  Governments,  and  the  Avo- 
gadore ,  in  the  Pleading,  as  he  fet  forth  his 
Crime,  called  him  a  Rogue  and  a  Robber.  Yet 
tho?  his  Crimes  were  manife#,  there  being  but 
fix  and  twenty  Judges  prefent,  twelve  only  con¬ 
demned  him,  and  fourteen  acquitted  him.  This 
gave  great  Offence  ;  for  tho’  he  was  acquitted  by 
his  Judges,  his  Crimes  were  evident,  fo  that  his 
Fame  could  not  be  reftored  :  For  the  Depo- 
fitions  of  the  Witneffes,  and  the  Awgadore  & 
(or  the  Attorney, General' s')  Charge  were  heard 
by  the  People. «  So  it  was  propofed  to  make  a 
Difference  between  the  Nobility  and  the  other 
Subjects  ;  and  fince  all  Tryals  before  the  Forty 
were  publick,  and  the  Tryals  before  the  Ten  in 
fecret,  it  feemed  fit  to  remit  the  Nobility  to  be 
tryed  by  the  Ten.  Some  forefaw  that  this  would 
tend  to  a  Tyranny,  and  raife  the  Dignity  of  the 
ancient  Families  (of  whom  the  Council  of  Ten 
is  always  compofed)  too  high  ;  therefore  they 
oppofed  it  upon  this  Ground,  that  fince  the 
Council  of  Forty  fent  out  many  Orders  to  the 
Governours,  it  would  very  much  lell'en  their 
Authority,  if  they  were  not  to  he  the  Judges  of 
thofe  who  were  obliged  to  receive  their  Orders*. 
But,  to  qualify  this  Oppofition,  a  Provifo  was 
made,  that  referved  to  the  Council  of  Forty  a 
Power  to  judge  of  the  Obedience  that  was  given. 
.  H  5  to 
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to  their  Orders  ;  but  all  other  Accufations  of  the 
Nobility  were  remitted  to  the  Council  of  Ten. 
And  the  Body  of  the  Nobility  were  fo  pleafed 
with  this  Diftin&ion  that  was  put  between  them 
.  ad  the  other  Subjects,  that  they  did  not  fee  that 
is  did  really  enflave  them  fo  much  the  more, 
and  brought  them  under  more  Danger  ;  fince 
thofe  who  judge  in  fecret  have  a  freer  Scope  to 
their  Paffions,  than  thofe  whofe  Proceedings  are 
pubiick,  and  fo  are,  in  effedt,  judged  by  the 
Publick,  which  is  often  a  very  effectual  Reftraint 
upon  the  Judges  themfelves.  But  the  Council 
of  Ten  being  generally  in  the  Hands  of  the  great 
Families  ;  whereas  thofe  of  all  forts  are  of  the 
Council  of  Forty,  which  was  the  chief  Judica¬ 
tory  of  the  State,  and  is  much  ancienter  than 
that  of  Ten  :  It  had  been  much  more  wifely 
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done  of  them  to  have  been  ftill  judged  by  the 
Forty.  And  if  they  had  thought  it  for  their  Ho¬ 
nour  to  have  a  Difference  made  in  the  way  of 
judging  the  Nobility  and  the  other  Subjedls,  it 
had  been  more  for  their  Security  to  have  brought 
their  Tryals  to  this,  that  whereas  the  Forty 
judge  all  other  Offenders  with  open  Doors,  the 
Nobility  fhould  be  judged,  the  Doors  being  fhut, 
which  is  a  Thing  they  very  much  defire  now, 
but  without  any  Hope  of  ever  obtaining  it.  For 
this  Power  of  judging  the  Nobility  is  now  con- 
fidered  as  the  Right  of  the  Ten  ;  and  if  any 
Man  would  go  about  to  change  it,  the  Inquifi- 
fors  would  be  perhaps  very  quick  with  him,  as  a 
Mover  of  Sedition,  and  be,  in  that  Cafe,  both 
judge  and  Party.  Yet  the  Inquiiitors' 'being  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  Diffafte  that  this  might  breed 
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i  *n  the  Body  of  the  Nobility,  have  made  a  fort  of 

[  Regulation,  tho’  it  doth  not  amount  to  much  > 
which  is,  that  the  Nobility  iliould  be  judged  be¬ 
fore  the  Council  of  Ten  for  atrocious  Cafes* 
fuch  as  Matters  of  State,  Robbing  the  Publick* 
and  oiher  enormous  Crimes  ;  but  that  for  all 
other  Matters,  they  are  to  be  judged  by  the 
Forty  :  Yet  the  Council  of  Ten  draws  all  Ca¬ 
fes  before  them,  and  none  dare  difpute  with 
them. 

But  th  is  leads  me  to  fay  a  little  to  you  of  that 
Part  of  this  Conftit'ution,  which  is  fo  much  cen- 
fured  by  Strangers  ;  but  is  really  both  the 
greateft  Glory,  and  the  chief  Security  of  this 
Republick  :  Which  is,  The  unlimited  Power  of 
the  Inqvifiiors ,  thar  extends  not  only  to  the  chief 
of  the  Nobility,  but  to  the  Duke  himfelf,  who 
is  fo  fubjedt  to  them,  that  they  may  not  only 
give  him  fevere  Reprimands,  but  fearch  his  Pa¬ 
pers,  make  his  Procefs,  and,  in  conclufion,  put 
him- to  Death,  without  being  bound  to  give  an 
Account  of  their  Proceedings,  except  to  the 
Council  of  Ten.  This  is  the  Dread  not  only  of 
all  the  Subjects,  but  of  the  whole  Nobility,  and 
of  all  that  bear  Office  in  the  Republick,  and 
makes  the  greateft  among  them  tremble,  and  fo 
obliges  them  to  an  exadl  Condudh  But  tho’  it 
is  not  to  be  denied,  that,  upon  feme  Occafions* 
they  may  have  been  a  little  too  fudden,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  known  Story  of  Fofcarini ;  yet  fuch 
unjuftifiable  Severities  have  occurred  fo  feldom, 
that  as  the  Wifdom  of  this  Body  in  making  and 
preferving  fuch  an  Tnftitution,  cannot  be  enough 
admired  5  fo  the  dextrous  Conduct  of  thofe  who 
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manage  this  vaft  Truft,  fo  as  not  to  force  the 
Body  to  take  it  out  of  their  Hands,  is  likewife 
highly  to  be  wondered  at.  In  fhort,  the  Info- 
ience,  the  Factions,  the  Revenges,  the  Necef- 
fities  and  Ambition,  that  muft  needs  pofTefs  a 
great  many  Members  of  fo  vaft  a  Body,  as  is 
the  Nobility  of  Venice ,  muft  have  thrown  them 
often  into  many  fatal  Convulfions,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  Dread  in  which  they  all  ftand  of  this 
Court,  which  hath  fo  many  Spies  abroad,  chief¬ 
ly  among  the  Gondoliers ,  who  cannot  fail  to  dif- 
cover  all  the  fecret  Commerce  of  Venice  :  Be¬ 
lie!  es  the  fecret  Advices  that  are  thrown  in  at  fo 
many  of  thofe  Lions  Mouths,  that  are  in  feverai 
Places  of  St.  Mark' s  Palace,  within  which  there 
are  Boxes  that  are  under  the  Keys  of  the  Inqui- 
fitors  ,  fo  that  it  is  fcarce  poflible  for  a  Man  to 
be  long  in  any  Defign  againft  the  State,  and  not. 
to  be  difcovered  by  them.  And  when  they  find 
any  in  Fault,  they  are  fo  inexorable,  and  fo 
quick,  as  well  as  fevere  in  their  Juftice,  that  the 
very  Fear  of  this  is  fo  effectual,  a  Reftraint,  that 
perhaps  the  long  Prefer vation  of  Venice ,  and  of 
its  Liberty,  is  owing  to  this  fingle  Piece  of  their 
Conftitution.  And  the  Inquilitors  are  Perfons 
generally  fo  diftinguifhed  for  their  Merit,  who 
muft  be  all  of  different  Families,  and  their  Au¬ 
thority  Iafts  fo  fhort  a  while,  that  the  Advanta¬ 
ges  of  this  vaft  Authority,  that  is  lodged  .with 
them,  are  conftant  and  vifible  ;  whereas  the  un¬ 
happy  Inftances  of  their  being  impofed  on,  and 
carrying  their  Sufpieions  too  far,  are  fo  few, 
‘that  whenever  the  Nobility  grows  weary  of  this 
Yoke,  and  throws  it  oj%  one  may  reckon  the 
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Glory  and  Profperity  of  Venice  at  an  End.  It 
was  terribly  attack’d  not  long  ago  by  Cornaroy 
when  Jerom  Cornaro  was  put  to  Death  for  his 
Correfpondence  with  Spain .  He  was  not  near 
a-kin  to  the  great  Family  of  that  Name  ;  yet 
the  Family  thought  their  Honour  was  fo  much 
touch’d,  when  one  of  its  remoteft  Branches  was 
condemn’d  of  Treafon,  that  they  offered  a  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Crowns  to  have  faved  him,  and 
by  Confequence  to  have  preferved  the  Family 
from  that  Infamy.  Buttho’  this  was  not  accepted 
(for  he  fuffered  as  he  well  deferved)  yet  it  was  fo 
vifible,  that  none  of  the  Family  were  concern¬ 
ed  in  his  Crimes,  that  it  did  not  at  all  turn  to 
their  Prejudice.  But  upon  the  firft  Occafion 
that  offered  itfelf  after  that,  to  quarrel  with  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Inquifitors,  they  laid  hold  on 
it,  and  aggravated  the  Matter  extremely,  and 
moved  for  the  limiting  of  their  Authority.  But 
the  Great  Council  was  wifer  than  to  touch 
fo  facred  a  Part  of  the  Government  j  fo  they  re¬ 
tain  their  Power  very  entire,  but  they  manage 
it  with  all  poflible  Caution.  A  Foreigner  that 
hath  been  many  Years  in  their  Service,  told  me, 
that  the  Stories  with  which  Strangers  were  fright¬ 
ed  at  the  arbitrary  Power  that  was  veiled  in  thofe 
Inquifitors,  were  flight  Things  in  comparifon 
of  the  Advantages  they  found  from  it  :  And  af¬ 
ter  eleven  Years  fpent  in  their  Service,  he  faid,, 
he  never  was  fo  much  as  once  fent  for  to  receive 
a  Reprimand  from  them.  And  if  the  Nobility, 
that  have  any  Commerce  with  Strangers,  confefs 
it  fincerely  to  the  Inquifitors,  they  are  in  no 
Danger  by  it  ,  but  if  they  conceal  it,  or  any 
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main  Circumftances  of  it,  their  Procefs  will  be 
foon  difpatched.  Thefe  are  the  moft  remarka¬ 
ble  Things  that  I  could  pick  up,  during  my  Stay 
at  Venice .  I  have  avoided  to  fay  am  Thing  rela¬ 
ting  to  their  feveral  Councils,  Officers,  and  Ju¬ 
dicatories,  or  to  the  other  Parts  of  their  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  are  to  be  found  in  all  IToks  ;  and 
the  Forms  by  which  they  give  their  Votes  by 
Ballot  are  fo  well  known,  that  it  were  an  abufing 
of  your  Time,  to  enlarge  myfelf  concerning 
them.  Nor  was  I  fufficiently  informed  concern¬ 
ing  the  Particulars  of  the  Sale  or  Nobility  that 
is  now  on  foot,  fince  this  laft  War  with  the 
Turks ,  which  hath  made  them  willing  to  take 
up  once  again  this  eafy  way  of  raffing  Money. 
Nor  could  i  give  Credit  to  that  of  which  a  Per- 
fon  of  great  Eminence  there  allured  me,  that 
there  was  a  Pcif oner  General  in  Venice ,  that  had 
a  Salary,  and  was  employed  by  the  Inquifitors  to 
difpatch  thofe  againft  whom  a  publick  Proceed¬ 
ing  would  make  too  great  a  Noife.  This  I  could 
not  believe,  tho’  my  Author  protefted,  that  the 
Brother  of  one  that  was  follicited  to  accept  of 
the  Employment  d Hoovered  it  to  him.  There 
is  no  Place  in  the  World  where  Strangers  live 
with  more  Freedom  ;  and  I  was  amazed  to  fee 
fo  little  Exactnefs  among  the  Searchers  of  the 
C'uftom  houfe  ;  for  tho’  we  had  a  Mullet’s  Load 
of  Trunks  ana  Portmanteaus,  yet  none  offered 
to  afkus,  either  coming  or  going,  what  we  were* 
or  what  we  carried  with  us  ?  But  the  beft  and 
n  obi  eft  Entertainment  that  Venice  afforded  while 
I  was  there,  was  the  Company  of  Mr.  de  la 
Jdaye ,  the  French  Embaiiador,  who,  as  he  hath 
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fpent  his  whole  Life  in  publick  Embaffies,  fo  he 
hath  acquired  fo  great  a  Knowledge  of  the 
World,  with  fo  true  a  Judgment,  and  fo 
obliging  a  Civility,  that  he  may  well  pafs  for  a 
Pattern :  And  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee  him  ftill 
engaged  in  a  conftant  Succeflion  of  publick  Em¬ 
ployments.  And  his  Lady  is  fo  wonderful  a 
Perfon,  that  I  pay  them  both  but  a  very  final! 
Part  of  what  I  owe  them,  in  this  Acknowledge¬ 
ment  which  I  judge  my felf  bound  to  make  of 
their  extraordinary  Civilities  to  me  *  And  indeed* 
without  the  Advantage  of  fuch  a  Rendezvous  as 
I  had  there,  a  Fortnights  Stay  at  Venice  had  been 
&  very  tedious  Matter. 

From  Venice  we  went  again  to  Padua ,  from 
thence  to  Rovigo ,  which  is  but  a  final!  Town, 
and  fo  to  the  Por  which  divides  the  Territory 
of  the'  Re  publick  from  the  Ferrarefe ,  which  is 
now  the  Pope’s  Country ;  and  here  one  fees 
what  a  Difference  a  good  and  a  bad  Government 
makes  in  a  Country  :  for  tho’  the  Soil  is  the  fame 
on  both  Sides  of  the  River,  and  the  Ferrarefe 
was  once  one  of  the  beautifulleff  Spots  of  all 
Italy ^  as  Ferrara  was  one  of  its  beft  Towns, 
while  they  had  Princes  of  their  own,  who  for  a 
Courfe  of  feme  Ages  were  Princes  of  fuch 
eminent  Virtue,  and  of  fo  heroical  a  Noblenefs, 
that  they  were  really  the  Fathers  of  their  Country. 
Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  changed  than  all 
this  is  now.  The  Soil  is  abandoned  and  uncul¬ 
tivated,  nor  were  there  Hands  enough  fo  much 
as  to  mow  their  Grafs,  which  we  faw  withering 
in  their  Meadows,  to  our  no  fmall  Wonder. 
We  were  amazed  to  fee  fo  rich  a  Soil  thus  fer- 
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faken  of  its  Inhabitants ;  and  much  more  when 
we  palled  through  that  vaft:  Town,  which,  by 
its  Extent,  {hews  what  is  was  about  an  Age  ago, 
and  is  now  fo  much  deferted,  that  there  are 
whole  Sides  of  Streets  without  Inhabitants  ;  and 
the  Poverty  of  the  Place  appears  fignally  in  the 
Churches,  which  are  mean,  and  poorly  adorned  : 
For  the  Superftition  of  Italy  is  fo  ravenous,  and 
makes  fuch  a  Progrefs  in  this  Age,  that  one  may 
juiFly  take  the  Meafur.es  of  the  Wealth  of  any 
Place  from  the  Churches.  The  Superftition,  or 
Vanity  of  this  Age,  is  fo  much  beyond  that  of 
the  paft  (tho’  the  contrary  to  this  is  commonly 
believed)  that  all  the  vaft:  Buildings  of  great 
Churches,  or  rich  Convents,  and  the  furprizing 
Wealth  that  appears  in  them  on  Feftival  Days, 
are  the  Donatives  of  the  prefent  Age.  So  that 
it.  is  a  vulgar  Error  that  fome  have  taken  up, 
who  fancy,  that  Superftition  is  at  a  Stand ,  if  not 
in  a  Decay  ;  unlefs  it  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  Craft  of  the  Priefts  hath  opened  to  them  a 
new  Method  to  fupport  their  Riches,  when  the 
old  ones  of  Purgatory  and  Indulgences  were  be¬ 
come  lefs  effe&ual  in  an  Age  of  more  Knowledge,, 
and  better  enlightned  :  And  that  is,  to  engage 
Men.  in  an  Emulation  and  a  Vanity  in  enriching 
their  Churches,  as  much  as  other  Italians  have 
in  the  enriching  their  Palaces.  So  that  as  they 
have  aPleafure  as  well  as  a  Vanity,  in  feeing  fo 
much  dead  Wealth  in  their  Houfes,  they  have 
tranllated  the  fame  Humour  to  their  Churches  ; 
and  the  Vanity  of  the  prelent  Age,  that  believes 
little  or  nothing  of  thofe  Contrivances  of  Purga¬ 
tory,  or  the  like,  produceth  the  fame,  if  not. 
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greater  Effects,  in  the  building  and  enriching 
their  Churches,  and  fo  carries  it  in  Expence  and 
Prodigality,  from,  the  Superftition  of  the  former 
Ages,  that  believed  every  thing.  But  to  return 
to  Ferrara  :  I  could  not  but  afk  all  I  faw,  how 
it  came,  that  fo  rich  a  Soil  was  fo  firangely 
abandoned  ?  Some  faid,  the  Air  was  become  fo 
unhealthy,  that  thofe  who  flay  in  it  were  very 
fhort-lived  :  But  it  is  well  known,  that  four- 
fcore  Years  ago  it  was  well  peopled,  and  the  ill  Air 
is  occafioned  by- the  want  of  Inhabitants  \  for 
there  not  being  People  to  drain  the  Ground,  and 
to  keep  the  Ditches  clean,  this  makes  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  Water  that  lies  on  the  Ground 
and  rots,  which  infedis  the  Air  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  as  is  obferved  in  that  vaft  and  rich,  but  un¬ 
inhabited  Champaign  of  Rome.  So  that  the  ill 
Air  is  the  Effedf,  rather  than  the  Caufe,  of  the 
difpeopling  of  the  Pope’s  Dominions.  The  true 
Caufe  is  the  Severity  of  the  Government,  and 
the  heavy  Taxes  and  frequent  Confifcations,  by 
which  the  Nephews  of  Several  Popes,  •  as  they 
have  devoured  many  of  the  Families  of  Ferrara , 
fo  they  have  driven  away  many  more.  And  this 
appears  more  vifibly,  by  the  different  State  as 
well  as  the  Conftitution  of  Bologna ,  which  is 
full  of  People  that  abound  in  Wealth  ;  and  as 
the  Soil  is  extreme  rich,  fo  it  is  cultivated  with 
all  due  Care.  For  Bologna  deliver’d  itfelf  to  the 
Popedom  upon  a  Capitulation,  by  which  there 
are  many  Privileges  referved  to  it :  Crimes  there 
are  only  punifhed  in  thePerfons  of  thofe  who  com¬ 
mit  them  ;  but  there  are  no  Confifcations  of 
Eftates  ;  And  tho’  the  Authority  in  Criminal 
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Matters  belongs  to  the  Pope  and  is  managed 
by  a  Legate  and  his  Officers ;  yet  the  Civil 
Government,  the  Magiftracy,  and  the  Power 
of  Judicature  in  Civil  Matters,  is  entirely  in  the 
Hands  of  the  State.  And  by  this  Regulation  it 
is,  that  as  the  Riches  of  Bologna  amaze  a 
Stranger,  it  neither  being  on  a  navigable  River, 
by  which  it  is  not  capable  of  much  Trade,  nor 
being  the  Centre  of  a  Sovereignty,  where  a 
Court  is  kept :  fo  the  Taxes  that  the  Popes 
fetch  from  thence  are  fo  confiderable,  that  he 
draws  much  more  from  this  Place  of  Liberty  > 
than  from  thofe  where  his  Authority  is  unlimited 
and  abfolute,  but  that  are  by  thofe  Means  almoft 
quite  abandoned  :  For  the  Greatnefs  of  a  Prince 
or  State  rifing  from  the  Numbers  of  the  Subjects, 
thofe  Maxims  that  retain  the  Subjedfs,  and  that 
draw  Strangers  to  come  among  them,  are  cer¬ 
tainly  the  trueft  Maxims  for  advancing  the 
Greatnefs  of  the  M after.  And  I  could  not  but 
with  much  Scorn  obferve  the  Folly  of  fome 
Frenchmen ,  who  made  ufe  of  this  Argument  to 
fhew  the  Greatnefs  of  their  Nation,  that  one 
found  many  Frenchmen  in  all  Places  to  which 
one  could  come  ;  whereas  there  were  no  Englijh 
nor  Dutch,  no  Szuitzers ,  and  very  few  Germans  : 
But  this  is  juft  contrary  to  the  right  Confequence 
that  ought  to  be  drawn  from  this  Obfervation ; 
for  it  is  certain,  that  few  leave  their  Country 
and  go  to  fettle  elfewhere,  if  they  are  not  prefted 
with  fo  much  Uneafinefs  at  Home,  that  they 
cannot  well  live  among  their  Friends  and  Kin¬ 
dred  :  So  that  a  mild  Government  drives 
out  no  Swarms ;  whereas  it  is  the  fure  Mark 
of  a  fevere  Government  that  weakens  itfelf, 
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when  many  of  the  Subjects  find  it  fo  hard 
to  fubfifl:  at  Home,  that  they  are  forced  to  feek 
that  Abroad,  which  they  would  much  rather  do 
in  their  own  Country,  if  Impofitions  and  other 
Severities  did  not  force  them  to  change  their 
Habitations. 

But  to  return  to  the  W ealth  of  Bologna ,  it  ap¬ 
pears  in  every  Corner  of  the  Town,  and  all 
round  it,  tho’  its  Situation  is  not  very  favourable; 
for  it  lies  at  the  Foot  of  the  Appennines ,  on  the 
North  fide,  and  is  extreme  cold  in  Winter. 
The  Houfes  are  built  as  at  Padua  and  Bern ,  fo 
that  one  walks  all  the  Town  over  cover’d  under 
Piazzas  ;  but  the  Walks  here  are  both  higher 
and  larger  than  any  where  elfe.  There  are 
many  noble  Palaces  ail  over  the  Town,  and  the 
Churches  and  Convents  are  incredibly  rich : 
Within  the  Town  the  richefi:  are  the  Dominicans^ 
which  is  the  chief  Houfe  of  the  Order,  where 
their  Founder’s  Body  is  laid  in  one  of  the  beft 
Chapels  of  Italy ;  and  next  to  them  are  the 
Francifcans ,  the  Servites ,  the  _ Jefuites ,  and  the 
Canons  Regular  of  St.  Salvator.  In  this  laR 
there  is  a  Scroll  of  the  Hebrew  Bible,  which 
though  it  is  not  the  tenth  Part  of  the  Bible,  they 
fancy  to  be  the  whole  Bible ;  and  they  were 
made  believe  by  fome  Jew,  that  hath  no  doubt 
fold  it  at  a  high  Rate,  that  it  was  written  by 
Ezra's  own  Hand  ;  and  this  hath  pafs’d  long  for 
current ;  but  the  Manufcript  is  only  a  fine  Copy, 
like  thofe  that  the  Jews  ufe  in  their  Synagogues, 
that  may  be  perhaps  three  or  four  hundred  Years 
old :  That  Part  of  it  on  which  I  call  my  Eye 
was  the  Book  of  EJlher  ;  fo  by  the  Bulk  of  the 
Scroll,  I  judg’d  it  to  be  the  Colle&ion  of  thofe 
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frnall  Books  of  the  Old  Teftament,  that  the 
Jews  fet  after  the  Law.  But  thofe  of  the  Houfe 
fancy  they  have  a  great  Treafure  in  it ;  and  per¬ 
haps  fuch  Jews  as  have  feen  it,  are  willing  to 
laugh  at  their  Ignorance,  and  fo  fuffer  them  to 
go  on  in  their  Error.  The  chief  Church- of  the 
Town  is  St.  Petr  one1  s,  and  there  one  fees  the 
curious  and  exadf  Meridional  Line,  which  that 
rare  Aftronomer  CaJJini  laid  along  a  great  Part 
of  the  Pavement  in  a  Brafs  Circle  :  It  marks  the 
true  Point  of  Mid-day  from  June  to  January , 
and  is  one  of  the  beft  Performances  that  perhaps 
the  World  ever  faw.  In  the  great  Square  before 
the  Church,  on  the  one  fide  of  w’hich  is  the  Le¬ 
gate’s  Palace,  among  other  Statues,  one  furpri- 
zed  me  much  ;  it  was  Pope  Jean' s,  which  is  fo 
named  by  the  People  of  the  Town :  It  is  true, 
the  Learned  Men  fay,  it  is  the  Statue  of  Pope 
Nicholas  IV.  who  had  indeed  a  youthly  and  wo- 
manifh  Face  ;  but  as  I  looked  at  this  Statue  very 
attentively,  thro’  a  little  Perfpediive  thatl  carried 
with  me,  it  appeared  plainly  to  have  the  Face 
of  a  young  Woman,  and  was  very  unlike  that 
of  Pope  Nicholas  IV.  which  is  in  St.  Maria 
Maggie  re  at  Rome ;  for  the  Statue  of  that  Pope, 
tho’  it  hath  no  Beard,  yet  hath  an  Age  in  it  that 
is  very  much  different  from  the  Statue  at  Bolog¬ 
na.  I  do  not  build  any  Thing  on  this  Statue, 
for  I  do  not  believe  that  Story  at  all  ;  and  I  myfelf 
faw  in  England  a  Manufcript  of  Martinus  Polo- 
mis,  who  is  one  of  the  ancient  Authors  of  this 
Matter,  which  did  not  feem  to  be  written 
long  after  the  Author’s  Time  \  in  it  this  Sto¬ 
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{  f y  is  not  in  the  Text,  but  is  added  on  the  Mar- 
I  gin  by  another  Hand. 

I  On  the  Hill  above  Bologna  Hands  the  Mona- 
llery  of  St.  Michael  in  Bofco ,  which  hath  a 
moft  charming  Situation  and  Profpedt,  and  is 
one  of  the  befl  Monafteries  in  Italy ;  it  hath 
many  Courts,  and  one  that  is  cloiftered  and  is 
odfangular  j  which  is  fo  nobly  painted  in  Frefco , 
that  it  is  great  pity  to  fee  fuch  Work  expored  to 
the  Air ;  all  was  retouch’d  by  the  famous  Guido 
%eni ,  yet  it  is  now  again  much  decay’d  :  The 
Dormitory  is  very  magnificent ;  the  Chapel  is 
little,  but  very  fine,  and  the  Stalls  are  richly 
carved.  On  the  other  fide  of  Bologna ,  in  the 
Bottom,  the  Carthufians  have  alfo  a  very  rich 
Monaftery.  Four  Miles  from  Bologna  there  is  a 
Madona  of  St.  Luke’s  ;  and  becaufe  many  go 
!  thither  in  great  Devotion,  there  is  a  Portico 
building,  which  is  already  carried  on  almoft  half 
way  ;  it  is  walled  towards  the  North,  but  hands 
on  Pillars  to  the  South,  and  is  about  twelve 
Foot  broad  and  fifteen  Foot  high  :  It  is  carried 
on  very  vigoroufly  $  for  in  eight  or  ten  Years 
the  Half  is  built,  fo  that  in  a  little  Time  the 
?  Whole  will  very  probably  be  finilhed  ;  and  this 
t  may  prove  the  Beginning  of  many  fuch  like 
Porticos  in  Italy  ;  for  Things  of  this  kind  want 
only  a  Beginning,  and  when  they  are  once  fet 
on  foot,  they  quickly  fpread  themfelves  in  a 
Country  that  is  fo  entirely  fubdued  by  Superfti- 
tion  and  the  Artifices  of  their  Priefis.  In  Bolog¬ 
na  they  reckon  there  are  feventy  thoufand  Per- 
fons.  I  faw  not  one  of  the  chief  Glories  of  this 
.Place  1  for  the  famous  Malpighius  yras  out  of 
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Town  while  I  was  there.  I  faw  a  Play  there ; 
but  the  Poefy  was  fo  bad,  the  Farces  fo  rude, 
and  all  was  fo  ill  a<fted,  that  I  was  not  a  little  a- 
mazed  to  fee  the  Company  exprefs  fo  great  a 
Satisfaction  in  that  which  would  have  been  hifs’d 
off  the  Stage  either  in  England  or  France „ 
From  Bologna  we  go  eight  Miles  in  a  Plain,  and 
then  we  engage  into  that  Range  of  Hills  that 
carry  the  Name  of  Appennines  ;  tho’  that  is 
ftriCily  given  only  to  one  that  is  the  higheft. 
All  the  Way  to  Florence  this  Track  of  Hills 
continues,  tho’  there  are  feveral  Bottoms,  and 
fome  confiderable  little  Towns  in  them ;  but  all 
is  up-hill  and  down-hill ;  and  Florence  itfelf  is 
juft  at  the  Bottom  of  the  laft  Hill.  The  High¬ 
ways  all  along  thef#  Hills  are  kept  in  fo  very 
good  Cafe,  that  in  few  of  the  beft-inhabited 
Countries  doth  one  find  the  Highways  fo  well 
maintain’d  as  in  thefe  forfaken  Mountains ;  but 
this  is  fo  great  a  Pafiage,  that  all  that  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  it,  find  their  account  in  the  Expence 
they  lay  out  upon  it.  On  the  laft  of  thefe  Hills, 
tho1  in  a  little  Bottom,  in  the  midft  of  the  Hill, 
fiands  Pratolino ,  one  of  the  Great  Duke’s  Pala¬ 
ces,  'where  the  Retreat  in  Summer  muft  be  very 
agreeable,  for  the  Air  of  thofe  Mountains  is  ex¬ 
treme  thin  and  pure.  The  Gardens  in  Italy  are 
made  at  a  great  Coft  ;  the  Statues  and  Fountains 
are  very  rich  and  noble  ;  the  Grounds  are  well 
laid  out ;  and  the  Walks  are  long  and  even  ;  but 
as  they  have  no  Gravel,  to  give  them  thofe  firm 
and  beautiful  Walks  that  we  have  in  England , 
fo  the  conftant  Greennefs  of  the  Box  doth  fo 
much  pleafe  them,  that  they  preferring  the  Sight 
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to  the  Smell,  have  their  Gardens  fo  high-fcented 
by  Plots  made  with  them,  that  there  is  no  Plea- 
fure  to  walk  in  them ;  they  alfo  lay  their  Walks 
fo  between  Hedges,  that  one  is  much  confined 
in  them.  I  faw  firft  in  a  Garden  at  Vincen%a , 
that  which  I  found  afterwards  in  many  Gardens 
in  Italy ,  which  was  extreme  convenient ;  there 
went  a  Courfe  of  Water  round  the  Walls  ; 
about  a  Foot  from  the  Ground  is  a  Channel  of 
Stone,  that  went  along  the  Side  of  the  Wall  $ 
and  in  this  there  were  Holes  fo  made,  that  a  Pipe 
of  white  Iron  or  Wood  put  to  them,  conveyed 
the  Water  to  fuch  Plants  as  in  a  dry  Seafon  want¬ 
ed  watring  ;  and  a  Cock  fet  the  Water  a  running 
in  this  Courfe,  fo  that  without  the  Trouble  of 
carrying  Water,  one  Perfon  could  eafily  manage 
the  watring  of  a  great  Garden.  Florence  is  a 
beautiful  and  noble  Town,  full  of  great  Palaces, 
rich  Churches,  and  ftately  Convents.  The 
S&reets  are  paved,  in  Imitation  of  the  old  Roman 
Highways,  with  great  Stone,  bigger  than  our 
common  Pavement- Stone,  but  much  thicker, 
which  are  fo  hollowed  in  their  Joinings  to  one 
another,  that  Horfes  find  Fattening  enough  to 
their  Feet.  There  are  many  Statues  and  Foun¬ 
tains  in  the  Streets,  fo  that  in  every  Corner  one 
meets  with  many  agreeable  Objedts.  I  will  not 
entertain  you  with  a  Defcription  of  the  Great 
Duke’s  Palace  and  Gardens,  or  of  the  Old  Pa¬ 
lace,  and  the  Gallery  that  joins  to  it,  and  of 
the  vaft  Colledlion  of  Pidlures,  Statues,  Cabi¬ 
nets,  and  other  Curiofities,  that  mutt  needs  amaze 
every  one  that  fees  them  ;  the  Plate,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  the  Gold  Plate  and  the  great  Coach,  are 
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all  fuch  extraordinary  Things,  that  they  would 
require  a  very  copious  Defcription,  if  that  had 
not  been  done  fo  often,  that  it  were  to  very  lit¬ 
tle  purpofe  to  copy  what  others  have  faid  ;  and 
thefe  Things  are  fo  exadfly  feen  by  every  Tra¬ 
veller,  that  I  can  fay  nothing  that  is  more  parti¬ 
cular  of  thefe  Subje&s,  than  you  will  find  in 
the  common  Itineraries  of  all  Travellers.  The 
great  Dome  is  a  magnificent  Building,  but  the 
Frontifpiece  to  the  great  Gate  is  not  yet  made : 
The  Cupola  is  after  St.  Peter’s,  the  greatefi:  and 
highefi:  that  I  faw  in  Italy ;  it  is  three  hundred 
Foot  high,  and  of  a  vafl:  Compafs ;  and  the 
whole  Architecture  of  this  Fabrick  is  very  fin- 
gular,  as  well  as  regular  :  Only  that  which  was 
intended  to  add  to  its  Beauty,  leffened  it  very 
much  in  my  Thoughts ;  for  the  Walls,  that  are 
all  of  Marble,  being  of  white  and  black  Mar¬ 
ble,  laid  in  different  Figures  and  Orders,  looked 
too  like  a  Livery,  and  had  not  that  Air  of  No- 
blenefs  which  in  my  Opinion  becomes  fo  glorious 
a  Fabrick.  The  Baptiftery,  that  Hands  before 
it,  was  a  noble  Heathen  Temple ;  its  Gates  of 
Brafs  are  the  bed:  of  that  fort  that  are  in  the 
World  ;  there  are  fo  many  Hiftories  fo  well  re- 
prefented  in  Bas  Reliefs ,  in  them,  with  fo  much 
Exa&nefs,  the  Work  is  fo  natural,  and  yet  fo 
fine,  that  a  curious  Man  could  find  Entertain¬ 
ment  for  many  Days,  if  he  would  examine  the 
three  Gates  of  this  Temple  with  a  critical  Ex- 
adfnefs.  The  Annunciata ,  St.  Mark’s ,  St. 
Croce ,  and  St.  Maria  Novella ,  are  Churches  of 
great  Beauty  and  vafl  Riches  ;  but  the  Church 
and  Chapel  of  St.  Laurence  exceeds  them  all,  as 
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much  in  the  Riches  within,  as  it  is  inferior  to 
them  in  the  Outfide,  which  is  quite  flay’d,  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak,  but  on  defign  to  give  it  a  rich 
Outfide  of  Marble.  In  a  Chapel  within  this 
Church  the  Bodies  of  the  Great  Dukes  lie  de- 
pofited,  till  the  famous  Chapel  is  finifhed  :  But 
I  was  much  fcandalized  to  fee  Statues  with  Nu¬ 
dities  here,  which  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
feen  any  where  elfe  in  Churches.  I  will  not  of¬ 
fer  at  a  Defcription  of  the  glorious  Chapel, 
which  as  it  is  without  doubt  the  richeft  Piece  of 
Building  that  perhaps  the  World  ever  faw,  fo  it 
goes  on  fo  flowly,  that  tho’  there  are  many  aH 
ways  at  work,  yet  it  doth  not  feem  to  advance 
proportionably  to  the  Number  of  Hands  that 
are  employed  in  it.  Among  the  Statues  that  are 
to  be  in  it,  there  is  one  of  the  Virgin,  made  by 
Michael  Angelo ,  which  reprefents  her  Grief  at 
the  Paflion  of  her  Bleffed  Son,  that  hath  the 
moft  Life  in  it  of  all  the  Statues  that  I  ever  faw. 
But  the  famous  Library  that  belongs  to  this  Con¬ 
vent  took  up  more  of  my  Time  than  all  the  other 
Curiofities  of  Florence  ;  for  here  is  a  Collection  of 
many  Manufcripts,  moft  of  them  Greek ,  that 
i  were  gather’d  together  by  Pope  Cle?nent  VII. 
and  given  to  his  Country  :  There  are  very  few 
printed  Books  mixed  with  them  ;  and  thofe 
:  Books  that  are  there,  are  fo  rare,  that  they  are 
almoft  as  curious  as  Manufcripts,  I  faw  fome  of 
'  Virgil’ s  Poems  in  old  Capitals.  There  is  a  Ma- 
nufcript  in  which  fome  Parts  both  of  Tacitus  and 
Apuleius  are  written ;  and  in  one  Place  one  in  a 
I  different  Hand  had  writ,  that  he  had  compared 
|  thofe  Manufcripts ;  and  he  adds  a  Date  to  this 
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in  Olibrius’s  Time,  which  is  about  twelve  hun* 
dred  Years  ago  :  I  found  fome  Diphthongs  in  it 
call  into  one  Letter,  which  furprized  me ;  for  I 
thought  that  way  of  Writing  had  not  been  fo 
ancient.  But  that  which  pleafed  me  moft  was, 
that  the  Library-Keeper  affured  me,  that  one 
had  lately  found  the  famous  Epiflle  of  St.  Chry - 
fojlom  to  Cefarius  in  Greeks  in  the  End  of  a  Vo¬ 
lume  full  of  other  Things,  and  not  among  the 
Manufcripts  of  that  Father’s  Books,  of  which 
they  have  a  great  many  :  He  thought  he  re- 
membred  well  the  Place  where  the  Book  flood  ; 
fo  we  turned  over  all  the  Books  that  flood  near 
it,  but  I  found  it  not :  He  promifed  to  look  it 
out  for  me,  if  I  came  back  that  Way;  but  1 
changing  my  Defign,  and  going  back  another 
Way,  could  not  fee  the  Bottom  of  this.  It  is 
true,  the  famous  Magliabeccbi^  who  is  the  Great 
Duke’s  Library-Keeper,  and  is  a  Perfon  of  mofl 
Wonderful  Civility,  and  full  of  Candour,  as 
well  as  he  is  learned  beyond  Imagination,  allu¬ 
red  me,  that  this  could  be  no  other  than  a  Mi- 
llake  of  the  Library-Keeper’s;  he  faid,  fuch  a 
Difcovery  coujd  not  have  been  made  without 
making  fo  muclT  Noife  that  he  mull  have  heard 
of  it  :  He  added,  there  was  not  one  Man  in  Flo¬ 
rence  that  either  underflood  Greeks  or  that  exa¬ 
min’d  Manufcripts  ;  fo  that,  he  allured  me,  I 
could  not  build  On  what  an  ignorant  Library- 
Keeper  had  told  me  ;  fo  I  fet  down  this  Matter 
us  I  found  it,  without  building  much  on  it. 
Florence  is  much  funk  from  what  it  was,  for 
they  do  not  reckon  that  there  are  above  fifty 
thoufand  Souls  in  it ;  and  the  other  States,  that 
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were  once  great  Republicks,  fuch  as  Siena  and 
Pifa,  while  they  retained  their  Liberty,  are  now 
fhrunk  almoft  into  nothing  ;  it  is  certain,  that 
all  three  together  are  now  not  fo  numerous  as 
any  one  of  them  was  two  hundred  Years  ago, 
Leghorn  is  full  of  People,  and  all  round  Florence 
there  are  a  great  many  Villages  ;  but  as  one  goes 
over  Tufcany ,  it  appears  fo  difpeopled,  that  one 
cannot  but  wonder  to  find  a  Country  that  hath 
been  a  Scene  of  fo  much  Action,  and  fo  many 
Wars,  now  fo  forfaken  and  fo  poor,  and  that  in 
many  Places  the  Soil  is  quite  negleCted  for  want 
of  Hands  to  cultivate  it  ;  and  in  other  Places 
where  there  are  more  People,  they  look  fo  poor, 
and  their  Houfes  are  fuch  miferable  Ruins,  that 
it  is  fcarce  accountable  how  there  fhould  be  fa 
much  Poverty  in  fo  rich  a  Country,  which  is  all 
over  full  of  Beggars  :  And  here  the  Style  of 
Begging  was  a  little  altered  from  what  I  found  it 
in  Lo?nbardy ;  for  Whereas  there  they  begged  for 
the  Sake  of  St.  Anthony ,  here  all  begged  for  the 
Souls  that  were  in  Purgatory  ;  and  this  was  the 
Style  in  all  the  other  Parts  of  Italy,  thro’  which 
I  palled.  In  fhort,  the  difpeopling  of  Tufcany , 
and  moft  of  the  Principalities  of  Italy ,  but 
chiefly  of  the  Pope’s  Dominions,  which  are 
more  abandoned  than  any  other  Part  of  Italy, 
teemed  to  flow  from  nothing  but  the  Severity  of 
the  Government,  and  the  great  Decay  of  Trade ; 
for  the  greateft  Trade  of  Italy  being  in  Silk,  the 
vafl:  Importation  of  Silks  that  the  Eajl- India 
Companies  bring  into  Europe  hath  quite  ruined 
all  thofe  that  deal  in  this  Manufacture  :  Yet  this 
.  is  not  the  chief  Caufe  of  the  Difpeopling  of 
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thofe  rich  Countries ;  the  Severity  of  the  Taxes 
is  the  true  Reafon  ;  notwithftanding  all  that  De¬ 
cay  of  Trade,  the  Taxes  are  ftill  kept  up;  be- 
fide  this,  the  vaft  Wealth  of  the  Convents, 
where  the  only  People  of  Italy  are  to  be  found, 
that  live  not  only  at  their  Eafe,  but  in  great 
Plenty  and  Luxury,  makes  many  forfake  all  fort 
of  Induftry,  and  fee k  for  a  Retreat  in  one  of 
thofe  Seats  of  Pleafure  ;  fo  that  the  People  do 
not  increafe  faff  enough  to  make  a  new  Race  to 
come  inftead  of  thofe  whom  a  hard  Government 
drives  away.  It  muft  needs  furprize  an  atten¬ 
tive  Traveller,  to  fee  not  only  the  Venetian  Ter¬ 
ritory,  which  is  indeed  a  rich  Country,  but  the 
Bailiages  of  the  Switzers ,  and  the  Coaft  of  Ge¬ 
noa  fo  full  of  People,  when  Tufcany ,  the  Patri¬ 
mony,  and  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  have  fo  few 
Inhabitants.  In  the  Coaft  of  Genoa  there  is  for 
many  Miles  as  it  were  a  conftant  Tradt  of 
Towns  and  Villages,  and  all  thofe  are  well  peo¬ 
pled,  tho’  they  have  fcarce  any  Soil  at  all,  lying 
under  the  Mountains,  that  are  very  barren,  and 
that  expofe  them  to  a  moft  uneafy  Sun  ;  and  that 
they  lie  upon  a  boifterous  Sea,  that  is  almoft  al¬ 
ways  in  a  Storm,  and  that  affords  very  few 
Fifh  ;  and  yet  the  Gentlenefs  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  draws  fuch  Multitudes  thither,  and  thofe 
are  fo  full  of  Wealth,  that  Money  goes  at  Two 
per  Cent.  But  on  the  other  hand,  to  balance  this 
3  little,  fo  ftrange  and  wild  a  Thing  is  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Man,  at  leaft  of  Italians ,  that  I  was 
told,  the  worft  People  of  all  Italy  are  the  Geno- 
efc,  and  the  moft  generally  corrupted  in  their 
Morals,  as  to  all  forts  of  Vice;  fo  that  tho’  a 
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fevere  Government  and  Slavery  are  contrary  to 
the  Nature  of  Man,,  and  to  human  Society,  to 
Juftice  and  Equity,  and  to  that  effential  Equa¬ 
lity  that  Nature  hath  made  among  Men  ;  yet, 
on  -the  other  hand,  all  Men  cannot  bear  that 
Eafe  and  Liberty  that  become  the  human  Na¬ 
ture.  The  Superflition  of  Italy,  and  the  great 
Wafle  of  Wealth  that  one  fees  in  their  Church¬ 
es,  particularly  thofe  prodigious  MafTes  of  Plate 
with  which  their  Altars  are  cover’d  on  Holidays, 
doth  alfo  fink  their  Trade  extremely  ;  for  Silver 
being  in  Commerce  what  Blood  is  in  the  Body, 
when  fo  much  of  that  is  dead,  and  circulates  no 
more,  it  is  no  Wonder  if  fuch  an  Extravafation 
(if  I  may  ufe  fo  long  and  fo  hard  a  Word)  of 
Silver,  occafions  a  great  Deadnefs  in  Trade.  I 
had  almofl  forgot  one  Remark  that  I  made  on 
the  laft  Hill  of  the  App ermines ,  juft  above  Flo¬ 
rence^  that  I  never  faw  fuch  tall  and  big  Cypref- 
fes  any  where,  as  grew  all  over  that  Hill ;  which 
feemed  a  little  ftrange,  that  Tree  being  apt  to  be 
flarved  by  a  cold  Winter  among  us,  and  there 
the  Winters  are  fevere.  All  the  Ways  in  Tuf- 
c any  are  very  rugged,  except  on  the  Sides  of  the 
Arne :  But  the  Uneafinefs  of  the  Road  is  much 
qualified  by  the  great  Care  that  is  had  of  the 
Highways,  which  are  all  in  very  good  Cafe. 
The  Inns  are  wretched,  and  ill  furnifhed  both 
for  Lodging  and  Diet  :  This  is  the  Plague  of  all 
Italy,  when  once  one  has  pafs’d  the  Appennines  ; 
for,  except  in  the  great  Towns,  one  really 
buffers  fo  much  that  Way,  that  the  Pleafure  of 
Travelling  is  much  abated  by  the  Inconveniences 
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that  one  meets  in  every  Stage  thro’  which  he  paf- 
fes.  I  am, 

S  I  R, 


Your)  &c. 


LETTER  IV. 


I  Am  now  in  the  laft  Stage  of  my  Voyage  over 
Italy  ;  for  fince  my  laid  from  Florence  I  have 
not  only  got  to  Rome ,  but  have  been  in  Naples  ; 
and  have  now  fatisfied  my  Curiofity  fo  fully,  that 
I  intend  to  leave  this  Place  within  a  Day  or  two, 
and  go  to  Civil  a  Vecchia ,  and  from  thence  by 
Sea  to  Marfeilles ,  and  fo  avoid  an  unpleafant 
Winter’s  Journey  over  the  Alps.  It’s  true,  I 
lofe  the  Sight  cf  Turin ,  Genoa ,  and  fome  other 
Courts ;  but  tho’  I  am  told  thefe  deferve  well 
the  Pains  of  the  Journey  ;  yet  when  one  rifes 
from  a  great  Meal,  no  Delicacies,  how  much 
foever  they  might  tempt  him  at  another  time, 
can  provoke  his  Appetite :  So  I  confefs  freely, 
that  the  Sight  of  Naples  and  Rome  have  fo  fet 
my  Stomach  that  Way,  that  the  Curiofity  of 
feeing  new  Places  is  now  very  low  with  me  ; 
and  indeed  thefe  that  I  have  of  late  feen  are  fuch, 
that  Places  which  at  another  Time  would  pleafe 
mb  much,  would  now  make  but  a  flight  and  cold 
Jmpreflion. 

All  the  Way  from  Florence  through  the  Great 
Duke’s  Country  looked  fo  fad,  that  I  concluded 
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it  muft  be  the  moft  difpeopled  of  all  Italy :  But 
indeed  I  changed  my  Note  when  I  came  into  the 
Pope’s  Territories  at  Pont  Centino,  where  there 
was  a  rich  Bottom  all  uncultivated,  and  not  fo 
much  as  flocked  with  Cattle.  But  as  I  pafied 
from  Mont  Fiafcone  to  Viterbo ,  this  appeared  yet 
more  amazing  for  a  vaft  Champain  Country 
lay  almoft  quite  deferted  ;  and  that  wide  Town, 
which  is  of  fo  great  a  Compafs,  hath  yet  fo  few 
Inabitants,  and  thofe  look  fo  poor  and  miferable, 
that  the  People  in  the  ordinary  Towns  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  in  its  worft  Places,  make  a  better  Ap¬ 
pearance.  When  I  was  within  a  Days  Journey 
of  Rome ,  I  fancied  that  the  Neighbourhood  of 
fo  great  a  City  muft  mend  the  Matter ;  but  I 
was  much  difappointed  ;  for  a  Soil  that  was  fo 
rich,  and  lay  fo  fweetly,  that  it  far  exceeded  any 
Thing  I  ever  faw  out  of  Italy,  had  neither 
Inhabitants  in  it,  nor  Cattle  upon  it,  to  tho 
tenth  Part  of  what  it  could  bear  :  The  Surprize 
that  this  gave  me,  increafed  upon  me  as  I  went 
out  of  Rome  on  its  other  Side,  chiefly  all 
the  Way  to  Naples,  and  on  the  Way  to  Ci- 
vita  Veccbia  :  For  that  vaft  and  rich  Champaign 
Country  that  runs  all  along  to  Terracina ,  which 
from  Civita  Veccbia  is  above  a  hundred  Miles 
long,  and  is  in  many  Places  twelve  or  twenty 
Miles  broad,  is  abandoned  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  as  far  as  one’s  Eye  can  carry  one,  there  is 
often  not  fo  much  as  a  Houfe  to  be  feen,  but  on 
the  Hills  that  are  on  the  North  Side  of  this  Val¬ 
ley  :  And  by  this  difpeopling  of  the  Country, 
the  Air  is  now  become  fo  unwholfome,  that  it  is 
not  fafe  to  be  a  Night  in  it  all  the  Summer  long  5, 
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for  the  Water  that  lies  upon  many  Places,  not  be- 
ing  drained,  it  rots;  and  in  the  Summer  this  pro¬ 
duces  fo  many  noifome  Steams,  that  it  is  felt 
even  in  Rome  itfelf ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Breezes  that  come  from  the  Mountains,  the  Air 
would  be  intolerable  :  When  one  fees  all  this 
large,  but  wafle  Country,  /from  the  Hill  of  Ma¬ 
rino,  twelve  Miles  beyond  Rome ,  he  cannot 
wonder  enough  at  it.  In  a  Word,  it  is  the  Ri¬ 
gour  of  the  Government  that  hath  driven  away 
the  Inhabitants ;  and  their  being  driven  away, 
hath  now  reduced  it  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  it  is 
hardly  poffible  to  repeople  it ;  for  fuch  as  would 
come  to  drain  and  cultivate  it  muff  run  a  great 
Hazard  ;  and  few  can  refolve  on  that,  when 
they  can  hope  for  no  other  Reward  of  their  In- 
dufiry,  but  an  uneafy  Government.  It  is  the 
greateil  Solecifm  in  Government,  for  the  Prince 
to  be  Eledlive,  and  yet  Abfolute;  for  an  Heredi¬ 
tary  Prince  is  induced  to  confider  his  Poflerity, 
and  to  maintain  his  People  fo,  that  thofe  that 
come  after  him  may  Hill  fupport  the  Rank  which 
they  hold  in  the  World  :  But  an  Elediive  Prince 
hath  nothing  of  that  in  his  Eye,  unlefs  he  hath 
a  Pitch  of  Generofity  which  is  not  ordinary 
among  Men,  and  leaf!  of  all  among  Italians , 
who  have  a  Paffion  for  their  Families  which  is 
not  known  in  other  Places :  And  thus  a  Pope, 
who  comes  in  late  to  this  Dignity,  which  by 
Confequence  he  cannot  hope  to  hold  long,  doth 
very  naturally  turn  to  thofe  Counfels,  by  which 
his  Family  may  make  all  the  Hay  they  can  during 
this  Sunfhine.  And  tho’  anciently  the  Cardinals 
were  a  Check  upon  the  Pope,  and  a  fort  of  a 
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Council,  without  whom  he  could  do  nothing 
even  in  Temporals  ;  yet  now  they  have  quite  loft 
that ;  and  they  have  no  other  Share  in  Affairs 
than  that  to  which  the  Pope  thinks  fit  to  admit 
them  \  fo  that  he  is  the  moft  Abfolute  Prince  in 
Europe.  It  is  true,  as  to  Spirituals,  they  retain 
ftill  a  large  Share ;  fo  that  in  Cenfures  and  Defi¬ 
nitions  the  Pope  can  do  nothing  regularly  with¬ 
out  their  Concurrence ,  tho’  it  is  certain,  that 
they  have  not  fo  good  a  Title  to  pretend  to  that, 
as  to  a  Share  in  the  Temporal  Principality.  For 
if  the  Pope  derives  any  thing  from  St.  Peter ,  all 
that  is  fingly  in  himfelf,  and  it  is  free  to  him  to 
proceed  by  what  Method  he  thinks  beft  ;  fmce 
the  Infallibility,  according  to  their  Pretenfions, 
refts  fingly  in  him  :  Yet  becaufe  there  was  not  fo 
much  to  be  got  by  acting  arbitrarily  in  thofe 
Matters,  and  a  fummary  Way  of  exercifing  this 
Authority  might  have  tempted  the  World  to  have 
enquired  too  much  into  the  Grounds  on  which  it 
is  built ;  therefore  the  Popes  have  let  the  Cardi¬ 
nals  retain  ftill  a  Share  in  this  Supremacy  over 
the  Church,  tho’  they  have  no  Claim  to  it,  nei¬ 
ther  by  any  Divine  or  Ecclefiaftical  Warrants  : 
But  as  for  the  Endowments  of  the  See  of  Rome , 
to  which  they  may  juftly  lay  claim,,  as  being  in 
a  Manner  the  Chapter  of  that  See  ;  there  is  fo 
much  to  be  got  by  this,  that  the  Popes  have  in¬ 
grafted  it  wholly  to  themfelves.  And  thus  it  is, 
that  the  Government  of  this  Principality  is  very 
unfteady.  Sometimes  the  Pope’s  Family  are  ex¬ 
tremely  glorious  and  magnificent ;  at  other  times 
they  think  of  nothing  but  of  eftablifhing  their 
Houfe.  Sometimes  the  Pope  is  a  Man  of  Senfe 
himfelf  j  fometimes  he  is  quite  funk,  and  as  the 
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lad  Pope  was,  becomes  a  Child  again  thro’  old 
Age  :  Sometimes  he  hath  a  particular  Stiffnefs  of 
Temper,  with  a  great  Slownefs  of  Underftand- 
ing,  and  an  infatiable  Defire  of  heaping  up 
Wealth,  which  is  the  Character  of  him  that 
now  reigns.  By  this  Diverfity,  which  appears 
eminently  in  every  new  Pontificate,  that  com¬ 
monly  avoids  thofe  Excefles  that  made  the  for¬ 
mer  Reign  odious,  the  Counfels  of  the  Popedom 
are  weak  and  disjointed.  But  if  this  is  fenfible 
to  all  Europe ,  with  relation  to  the  general  Con¬ 
cerns  of  that  Body,  it  is  much  more  vifible  in 
the  Principality  itfelf,  that  is  fubjedf  to  fo  varia¬ 
ble  a  Head.  There  hath  been  in  this  Age  a  Suc- 
ceflion  of  four  ravenous  Reigns  ;  and  tho’  there 
was  a  fhort  Interruption  in  the  Reign  of  the 
RofpigUoJi ,  that  coming  after  the  Barberini ,  the 
Pamphiliy  and  the  Ghigis ,  did  not  enrich  itfelf ; 
and  yet  it  diforder’d  the  Revenue,  by  the  vad 
Magnificence  in  which  he  reigned,  more  in 
twenty  nine  Months  time,  than  any  other  had 
done  in  fo  many  Years.  The  Altieri  did  in  a 
mod'  fcandalous  Manner  raife  themfelves  in  a 
very  fhort  and  defpifed  Reign,  and  built  one  of 
the  nobleft  Palaces  in  Rome.  He  that  reigns 
now  doth  not  indeed  raife  his  Family  avowedly, 
but  he  doth  not  eafe  the  People  of  their  Taxes  ; 
and  as  there  is  no  Magnificence  in  his  Court, 
nor  any  publick  Buildings  now  carrying  on  at 
Rome  fo  the  many  vacant  Caps  occafion  many 
empty  Palaces :  And  by  this  Means  there  is  fo 
little  Expencc  now  made  at  Rome>  that  it  is  not 
pofiible  for  the  People  to  live  and  pay  the  Taxes  ; 
which  hath  driven,  as  is  believ’d,  almoft  a 
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fourth  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  out  of  Rome 
during  this  Pontificate.  And  as  the  Pre-emp¬ 
tion  of  the  Corn  makes,  that  there  is  no  Profit 
made  by  the  Owners  out  of  the  Cultivation  of 
the  Soil,  all  that  going  wholly  to  the  Pope  :  So 
there  are  no  Ways  left  here  of  employing  one’s 
Money  to  any  confiderable  Advantage  ;  for  the 
publick  Banks  which  are  all  in  the  Pope’s  Hand, 
do  not  pay  in  effect  Three  per  Cent .  though  they 
pretend  to  give  Four  per  Cent,.  Intereft :  The 
Settlement  is  indeed  Four  per  Cent .  and  this  was 
thought  fo  great  an  Advantage,  that  Actions  on 
the  Pope’s  Bank  were  bought  at  an  Hundred  and 
fixteen  per  Cent,  But  this  Pope  broke  through 
all  this,  and  declared  he  would  give  all  Men  their 
Money  again,  unlefs  they  would  pay  him  Thir¬ 
ty  per  Cent .  for  the  continuing  of  this  Interefl  r 
And  thus  for  a  hundred  Crowns  Principal,  one 
not  only  paid  at  firft  an  hundred  and  fixteen, 
but  afterwards  thirty,  in  all,  an  hundred  forty 
fix  for  the  hundred  3  which  is  almoft  the  Half 
loft  ;  for  whenfoever  the  Pope  will  pay  back 
their  Money,  all  the  reft  is  loft.  And  while 
I  am  here,  there  is  a  Report,  that  the  Pope  is 
treating  with  the  Genoefe  for  Money  at  Twa 
per  Cent,  and  if  he  gets  it  on  thofe  Terms,  he 
will  then  pay  his  Debts ;  and  the  Subjects  that 
have  put  in  Money  in  this  Bank,  will  by  this- 
means  lofe  fix  and  forty  perCent .  which  is  al¬ 
moft  the  Half  of  their  Stock.  A  Man  of  Qua¬ 
lity  at  Rome ,  and  an  eminent  Churchman,  who 
took  me  like  wife  for  one  of  their  Clergy,  be- 
caufe  I  wore  the  Habit  of  a  Churchman,  laid,, 
that  it  was  a  horrible  Scandal  to  the  whole  Chri- 
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Ilian  World,  and  made  one  Doubt  of  the  Truth 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  to  fee  more  Oppref- 
fion  and  Cruelty  in  their  Territory,  than  was  to 
be  found  even  in  Turky  ;  tho’  it  being  in  the 
Hands  of  Chrifl’s  Vicar,  one  fhould  expedl  to 
find  there  the  Pattern  of  a  mild  and  gentle  Go¬ 
vernment  :  And  how  (faid  he)  can  a  Man  expect 
to  find  his  Religion  here,  where  the  common 
Maxims  of  Juftice  and  Mercy  were  not  fo  much 
as  known  ?  And  I  can  never  forget  the  lively  Re¬ 
flection  that  a  Roman  Prince  made  to  me  upon 
the  Folly  of  all  thofe  fevere  Oppreifions,  which 
as  they  drive  away  the  Inhabitants,  fo  they  re¬ 
duce  thofe  that  are  left  to  fuch  a  Degeneracy  of 
Spirit  by  their  Meceffities,  that  the  Spaniards , 
whofe  Dominions  look  fo  big  in  the  Map,  are 
now  brought  fo  low ;  and  if  they  had  kept  Hill 
the  Poffeffion  they  once  had  of  the  United  Ne¬ 
therlands ,  they  would  fignify  no  more  towards 
their  Prefervation,  than  their  other  Provinces 
did,  which,  by  their  unfkilful  Condudl,  they 
have  both  difpeopled  and  exhaufted  :  Whereas, 
by  their  lofing  thofe  Seven  Provinces ,  thofe  States 
have  fallen  upon  fuch  wife  Notions  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  have  drawn  fo  much  Wealth,  and 
fuch  Numbers  of  People  together,  that  Spain 
itfelf  was  now  preferved  by  them,  and  was  fa¬ 
yed  in  this  Age  by  the  Lofs  it  made  of  thofe 
Provinces  in  the  laft :  And  thofe  States,  that  if 
they  had  remained  fubjedl  to  Spain ,  would  have 
fignified  little  to  its  Support,  did  that  now  much 
more  confiderably,  by  being  Allies,  than  they 
could  have  done,  if  they  had  not  fhaken  off 
their  Yoke. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed,  if  Spain  had  been  fo  happy  as  to  have 
fuch  Viceroys  and  Governours,  as  it  has  now 
in  Naples ,  their  Affairs  could  not  have  declined 
fo  faff  as  they  have  done.  The  Marquefs  of 
Carpy ,  in  his  Youth,  intended  to  have  taken  fo 
fevere  a  Revenge  of  an  Injury  that  he  thought 
the  late  King  of  Spain  did  him  in  an  Amour, 
that  he  defigned  the  blowing  him  up  by  Gun¬ 
powder,  when  he  was  in  the  Council-Chamber,, 
But  that  Crime  was  difcovered  in  time,  and  was 
not  only  forgiven  him,  in  Conlideration  of  the 
Greatnefs  of  his  Family,  he  being  the  Son  of 
Don  Lewis  de  Haro ,  but  after  that  he  was  made 
for  feveral  Years  Ambaffador  at  Rome .  He  is 
now  Viceroy  of  Naples ,  and  is  the  only  Go- 
vernour  of  all  the  Places  through  which  I  palled, 
that  is,  without  Exception,  beloved  and  effeem- 
ed  by  all  forts  of  People  ;  for  during  the  few 
Years  of  his  Minidry,  he  hath  redreffed  fuch 
Abufes  as  feemed  pad:  Cure,  and  that  required 
an  Age  to  corredf  them.  He  hath  repreffed  the 
Infolence  of  the  Spaniards  fo  much  at  Naples , 
that  the  Natives  have  no  Occafion  to  complain 
of  the  Haughtinefs  of  their  Madera;  for  he 
proceeds  againd  the  Spaniards  with  no  lefs  Se¬ 
verity,  when  they  give  Caufe  for  it,  than  againd 
the  Neapolitans.  He  hath  taken  the  Pay  of  the 
Soldiers  fo  immediately  into  his  own  Care,  that 
they,  who,  before  his  coming,,  were  half  naked,, 
and  robbed  fuch  as  paffed  on  the  Streets  of  Na¬ 
ples  in  Day-light,  are  now  exadfly  paid,  well 
difciplined,  and  fo  decently  cloathed,  that  it  is 
a  Pleafure  to  fee  them.  He  examines  their 
Muders  alfo  fo  exadtly,.  that  he  is  fure  not  to  he 

cheat- 
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cheated  by  falfe  Lifts.  He  hath  brought  the 
Markets  and  Weights  of  Naples  to  a  true  Ex- 
adlnefs :  And  whereas  the  Bread  was  generally  too 
light,  he  has  fent  for  Loaves  out  of  the  feveral 
Places  of  the  Markets,  and  weighed  them  him- 
felf ;  and  bv  fome  fevere  Punifhments  on  thofe 
that  fold  the  Bread  too  light,  he  hath  brought  this 
Matter  to  a  juft  Regulation.  He  hath  alfo 
brought  the  Courts  of  Judicature,  that  were 
thought  generally  very  corrupt,  to  Reputation 
again  ;  and  his  believed  he  hath  Spies  to  watch, 
in  cafe  the  Trade  of  Bribes  is  found  to  be  ftill 
going  on.  He  hath  fortified  the  Palace,  which 
was  before  his  Time  fo  much  expofed,  that  it 
would  have  been  no  hard  Thing  to  have  made  a 
Defcent  upon  it.  But  the  two  Things,  that 
raife  his  Reputation  moil,  are,  his  extirpating 
of  the  Banditti ,  and  the  Regulation  of  the  Coin 
which  he  hath  taken  in  hand.  It  is  well  known, 
what  a  Plague  the  Banditti  have  been  to  the 
Kingdom  ;  for  they  going  in  Troops,  not  only 
robbed  the  Country,  but  were  able  to  refift  an 
ordinary  Body  of  Soldiers,  if  they  had  fet  on 
them.  Thefe  travelled  about  feeking  for  Spoil 
all  the  Summer  long  ;  but  in  Winter  they  were 
harboured  by  fome  of  the  Neapolitan  Barons, 
who  gave  them  Quarters,  and  thereby  did  not 
only  protedf  their  own  Lands,  but  had  them  as 
fo  many  Inftruments  ready  to  execute  their  Re¬ 
venges  on  their  Enemies.  This  was  well  known 
at  Naples ,  and  there  was  a  Council  that  had  the 
•Care  of  the  reducing  the  Banditti  committed  to 
them,  who,  as  they  catched  fome  few,  and 
hanged  them,  fo  they  fined  fuch  Barons  as  gave 

them 
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them  Harbour ;  and  it  was  believed,  that  thofe 
Fines  amounted  to  near  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  Crowns  a  Year.  And  thus  the  Difeafe 
went  on,  only  now  and  then  there  was  a  little 
Blood  let,  which  never  went  to  the  Bottom  of 
the  Diftemper.  But  when  the  prefent  Viceroy 
entered  upon  the  Government,  he  refolved  to 
extirpate  all  the  Banditti ;  and  he  firft  let  all  the 
Barons  underftand,  that  if  they  harboured  them 
any  more,  a  little  Fine  would  not  fave  them, 
but  that  he  would  proceed  againfl:  them  with  the 
utmoft  Severity  ;  and  by  this  means  the  Banditti 
could  find  no  Winter  Quarters.  So  they  betook 
themfelves  to  fome  Faftnefles  among  the  Hills, 
and  refolved  to  make  good  the  Paffes,  and  to 
accommodate  themfelves  the  beft  they  could 
amidft  the  Mountains.  The  Viceroy  fent  a 
great  Body  againfl:  them,  but  they  defended 
themfelves  for  fome  time  vigoroufly,  and  in  one 
Sally  they  killed  five  hundred  Men  :  But  at  lafl, 
feeing  that  they  were  like  to  be  hard  prefs’d,  and 
that  the  Viceroy  intended  to  come  againfl:  them 
in  Perfon,  they  accepted  of  the  Terms  that  he 
offered  them,  which  were,  a  Pardon  for  what 
was  paft,  both  as  to  Life  and  Gallies,  and  Six¬ 
pence  a  Day  for  their  Subfiffence  in  Prifon  during 
Life,  or  the  Viceroy’s  Pleafure  ;  and  fo  they  ren- 
dred  themfelves..  They  are  kept  in  a  large  Pri¬ 
fon,  and  now  and  then,  as  he  fees  Caufe  for  it, 
he  fends  fome  few  of  them  up  and  down  to  ferve 
in  Garrifons.  And  thus  beyond  all  Mens  Ex¬ 
pectation,  he  finiffied  this  Matter  in  a  very  few 
Months  ;  and  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ,  that 
bath  been  fo  long  a  Scene  of  Pillage  an4  Rob- 
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bery,  is  now  fo  much  changed,  that  in  no  Place 
of  Europe  do  the  Subjects  enjoy  a  more  entire 
Security.  As  for  the  Coin,  it,  as  all  the  other 
Spanijh  Money,  is  fo  fubjedf  to  Clipping,  that 
the  whole  Money  of  Naples  is  now  light,  and 
far  below  the  true  Value  :  So  the  Viceroy  hath 
refolved  to  redrefs  this.  He  confiders,  that  the 
crying  down  of  Money  that  paffeth  upon  the 
publick  Credit,  is  a  robbing  of  thofe  in  whofe 
Hands  the  Money  happens  to  be,  when  fuch 
Proclamations  are  put  out ;  and  therefore  he 
takes  a  Method  that  is  more  general,  in  which 
every  one  will  bear  his  Share,  fo  that  none  will 
be  crulhed  by  it.  He  hath  laid  fome  Taxes  on 
the  whole  Kingdom,  and  hath  got  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  to  bring  in  fome  Plate  to  be  coined  :  And 
when  he  hath  thus  prepared  fuch  a  Quantity,  as 
may  ferve  for  the  Circulation  that  is  neceffary, 
he  intends  to  call  in  all  the  old  Money,  and  to 
give  out  new  Money  for  it.  Thus  doth  this 
Viceroy  fee  fuch  a  Pattern  to  the  other  Miniffers 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain ,  that  if  many  would 
follow  it,  the  State  of  their  Affairs  would  be 
foon  altered. 

The  Kingdom  of  Naples  is  the  richeft  Part  of 
all  Italy  ;  for  the  very  Mountains,  that  are  near 
the  half  of  the  Soil,  are  fruitful,  and  produce 
either  Wine  or  Oil  in  great  Abundance.  Apulia 
is  a  great  Corn  Country,  but  it  is  exceffive  hot, 
and  in  fome  Years  all  is  burnt  up.  The  Jefuits 
are  the  Proprietors  of  near  the  half  of  Apulia , 
and  they  treat  their  Tenants  with  the  fame  Ri¬ 
gour  that  the  Barons  of  this  Kingdom  do  gene¬ 
rally  ufe  towards  their  Farmers.  For  the  Com¬ 
mons 
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mons  here  are  fo  miferably  oppreffed,  that  in 
many  Places  they  die  of  Hunger,  even  amidft 
the  great  Plenty  of  their  beft  Years ;  for  the 
Corn  is  exported  to  Spain ,  but  neither  the  Spa¬ 
niards  nor  the  Neapolitans  underftand  Trade  fo 
well,  as  to  be  their  own  Merchants  or  Carriers  ; 
fo  that  the  Englijh  do  generally  carry  away  the 
Profit  of  this  Trade.  The  Oil  of  this  Kingdom 
is  ftill  a  vaff  Trade,  and  the  Manufacture  of  the 
Wooll  and  Soap  of  England  confumes  yearly 
fome  thoufands  of  Tuns.  The  Silk  Trade  is  fo 
low,  that  it  only  ferves'Themfelves,  but  the  Ex¬ 
portation  is  inconfiderable.  The  Sloth  and  La- 
zinefs  of  this  People  render  them  incapable  of 
making  thofe  Advantages  of  fo  rich  a  Soil,  that 
a  more  induftrious  fort  of  People  would  find 
out.  For  it  amazes  a  Stranger  to  fee  in  their 
little  Towns  the  whole  Men  of  the  Town  walk- 
ing  in  the  Market-places  in  their  torn  Cloaks, 
and  doing  nothing.  And  tho’  in  fome  big  Towns, 
fuch  as  Capua ,  there  is  but  one  Tnn,  yet  eveli 

that  is  fo  miferable,  that  the  beft  Room  and  Bed 
•  •  •  ' 

in  it  is  fo  bad,  that  our  Footmen  in  England 
would  make  a  grievous  Outcry,  if  they  were  no 
better  lodged.  Nor  is  there  any  Thing  to  be 
had  in  them  ;  the  Wine  is  intolerable,  the 
Bread  ill  baked,  no  Victuals,  except  Pigeons, 
and  the  Oil  is  rotten.  In  fhort,  except  one  car¬ 
ries  his  whole  Provifion  from  Rome  ox  .Naples^ 
he  muft  refolve  to  endure  a  good  deal  of  Mifery 
in  the  four  Days  Journey  that  is  between  thofe 
two  Places.  And  this  is  what  a  Traveller,  that 
fees  the  Riches  of  the  Soil,  cannot  comprehend. 
But  as  they  have  not  Hands  enough  for  their  Soil, 
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fo  thofe  they  have  are  generally  fo  little  employ¬ 
ed,  that  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee  their  Soil  produce 
fo  little,  that  in  the  midft  of  all  that  Abundance 
that  Nature  hath  fet  before  them,  they  are  one 
of  the  pooreft  Nations  of  Europe.  But  befide 
this  which  I  have  named,  the  vaft  and  dead 
Wealth  that  is  in  the  Hands  of  the  Churchmen, 
is  another  evident  Caufe  of  their  Mifery.  One 
that  knew  the  State  of  this  Kingdom  well,  allu¬ 
red  me,  that  if  it  were  divided  into  five  Parts, 
upon'  a  ftridf  Survey,  it  would  be  found,  that 
the  Churchmen  had  four  Parts  of  the  five  ; 
which  he  made  out  thus.  They  have  in  Soil 
above  the  half  of  the  whole,  which  is  two  and  a 
half ;  and  in  Tithes,  and  Gifts,  and  Legacies, 
they  have  one  and  a  half  more  :  For  no  Man 
dieth  without  leaving  a  confiderable  Legacy  to 
fome  Church  or  Convent.  The  Wealth  that 
one  fees  in  the  City  of  Naples  alone,  paffeth 
Imagination.  There  are  four  and  twenty 
Houfes  of  the  Order  of  the  Dominicans ,  of  both 
Sexes,  and  two  and  twenty  of  the  Francifcans ; 
feven  of  the  Jefuits ,  befide  the  Convents  of  the 
Olivatines ,  the  Theatines ,  the  Carmelites ,  the 
Benedictines :  And  above  all,  for  Situation  and 
Riches,  the  Carthufians^  on  the  Top  of  the  Hill 
that  lieth  over  the  Town.  The  Riches  of  the 
Annunciata  are  prodigious  ;  it  is  the  greateft 
Hofpital  in  the  World  ;  the  Revenue  is  faid  to  be 
four  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year.  The 
Number  of  the  Sick  is  not  fo  great  as  at  Milan  ; 
yet  one  Convenience  for  their  Sick  I  obferved  in 
their  Galleries,  which  was  confiderable,  that 
every  Bed  flood  as  in  an  Alcove,  and  had  a  Wall 
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en  both  Sides,  feperating  it  from  the  Beds  on 
both  Hands,  and  as  much  void  Space  on  both 
Sides  of  the  Bed,  that  the  Bed  itfelf  took  up  but 
half  the  Room.  The  young  Children  that  they 
maintain  are  fo  many,  that  one  can  hardly  be¬ 
lieve  the  Numbers  that  they  boaft  of  ;  for  they 
talk  of  many  thoufands  that  are  not  feen,  but 
are  at  Nurfe.  A  great  Part  of  the  Wealth  of 
this  Houfe  goeth  to  the  enriching  their  Church, 
which  will  be  all  over  within  crufted  with  Inlay¬ 
ings  of  lovely  Marble,  in  a  great  Variety  and 
Beauty  of  Colours.  The  Plate  that  is  in  the 
Treafury  here,  and  in  the  Dome,  (which  is  but 
a  mean  Building,  becaufe  it  is  ancient,  but  hath 
a  noble  Chapel,  and  a  vaft  Treafure)  and  in  a 
great  many  other  Churches,  are  fo  prodigious, 
that,  upon  the  moft  modeft  Eftimate,  the  Plate  of 
the  Churches  of  Naples  amounts  to  eight  Mil¬ 
lions  of  Crowns.  The  new  Church  of  the  Je - 
fults ,  that  of  St.  "John  the  Apojlle ,  and  that  of 
St.  Paul ,  are  furprizingly  rich.  The  Gilding 
and  Painting  that  is  on  the  Roofs  of  thofe 
Churches  have  coft  Millions  :  And  as  there  are 
about  a  hundred  Convents  in  Naples ,  fo  every 
one  of  thefe,  if  it  were  in  another  Place,  would 
be  thought  well  worth  feeing,  tho’  the  Riches  of 
the  greater  Convents  here  make  many  of  them 
to  be  lefs  vifited.  Every  Year  there  is  a  new 
Governour  of  the  Annunciata ,  who  perhaps  puts 
in  his  own  Pocket  twenty  thoufand  Crowns ; 
and,  to  make  fome  Compenfation,  when  he 
goeth  out  of  Office,  he  giveth  a  vaft  Piece  of 
Plate  to  the  Houfe,  a  Statue  for  a  Saint  in  Sil¬ 
ver,  or  fome  Colofs  of  a  Candleftick  3  forfeveral 
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of  thofe  Pieces  of  Plate  are  faid  to  be  worth  ten 
thoufand  Crowns.  And  thus  all  the  Silver  of 
Naples  becomes  dead  and  ufelefs.  The  Jefuits 
are  great  Merchants  here;  their  Wine-Cellar  is 
a  vaft  Vault,  and  holds  above  a  thoufand  Hog- 
fheads,  and  the  beft  Wine  of  Naples  is  fold  by 
them  :  Yet  they  do  not  retail  it  out  fo  fcanda- 
loufly  as  the  Minims  do,  who  live  on  the  Great 
Square  before  the  Viceroy’s  Palace,  and  fell  out 
their  Wine  by  Retail.  They  pay  no  Duty,  and 
have  extraordinary  good  Wine,  and  are  in  the 
beft  Place  of  the  Town  for  this  Retail.  It  is 
true,  the  Neapolitans  are  no  great  Drinkers,  fo 
the  Profits  of  this  Tavern  are  not  fo  great  as 
they  would  be  in  colder  Countries  :  For  here 
Men  go  only  in  for  a  Draught  in  the  Mornings, 
or  when  they  are  a-thirft.  Yet  the  Houfe  grow- 
eth  extreme  rich,  and  has  one  of  the  fineft  Cha¬ 
pels  that  is  in  all  Naples ;  but  the  Trade  feems 
very  unbecoming  Men  of  that  Profeilion,  and 
of  fo  ftridt  an  Order.  The  Convents  have  a 
very  particular  Privilege  in  this  Town  ;  for  they 
may  buy  all  the  Houfes  that  lie  on  either  Side, 
till  the  hrft  Street  that  difcontinueth  the  Houfes  ; 
and  there  being  fcarce  a  Street  in  Naples ,  in 
which  there  is  not  a  Convent,  by  this  means 
they  may  come  to  buy  the  whole  1'own  :  And 
the  Progrefs  that  the  Wealth  of  the  Clergy  makes 
in  this  Kingdom  is  fo  vifible,  that  if  there  is  not 
fome  Stop  put  to  it,  within  an  Age  they  will 
make  themfelves  Matters  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 
It  is  an  amazing  Thing  to  fee  fo  profound  an  Ig¬ 
norance,  as  reigns  among  the  Clergy,  prevail  fo 
effectually  ;  For  tho’  all  the  fecular  Perfons  here 
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fpeak  of  them  with  all  poftible  Scorn,  yet  they 
are  the  Matters  of  the  Spirits  of  the  People. 
The  Women  are  infinitely  fuperftitious,  and 
give  their  Hufbands  no  Reft,  but  as  they  draw 
from  them  great  Prefents  to  the  Church.  It  is 
true,  there  are  Societies  of  Men  at  Naples ,  of 
freer  Thoughts  than  can  be  found  in  any  other 
Place  of  Italy .  The  Greek  Learning  begins  to 
flourifh.  there,  and  the  New  Philofophy  is  much 
studied  \  and  there  is  an  Aftembly  that  is  held  in 
D.  Jofeph  Valeta’s  Library  (where  there  is  a  vaft 
Collection  "of  well-chofen  Books)  compofed  of 
Men  that  have  a  right  Tafte  of  true  Learning 
and  good  Senfe.  They  are  ill  looked  on  by  the 
Clergy,  and  reprefented  as  a  Set  of  Atheifts, 
and  as  the  Spawn  of  P  omponatius' s  School.  But 
I  found  no  fuch  Thing  among  them  :  For  I  had 
the  Honour  to  meet  twice  or  thrice  with  a  con- 
fiderable  Number  of  them,  during  the  ftiort  Stay 
that  I  made  among  them.  There  is  a  learned 
Lawyer  Franc  if co  Andria ,  that  is  confide  red  as 
one  of  the  moft  inquifitive  Men  of  the  Aftembly. 
There  is  alfo  a  Grandchild  of  the  Great  Alciat , 
who  is  very  curious  as  well  as  learned.  Few 
Churchmen  come  into  this  Attempt  for  the  re¬ 
viving  of  Learning  among  them :  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  is  plain,  that  they  dread  it  above  all 
Things.  Only  one  eminent  Preacher,  Rinaldi , 
that  is  Archdeacon  of  Capua ,  aftociates  himfelf 
with  them.  He  was  once  of  the  Jefuits  Order, 
but  left  it  ;  and  as  that  alone  ferved  to  give  a 
good  Character  of  him  to  me,  fo  upon  a  long 
Conversation  with  him,  I  found  a  great  many 
other  Things  that  poflefled  me  with  a  high  Value 
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for  him.  Some  Phyficians  in  Naples  are  brought 
under  the  Scandal  of  Atheifm  ;  and  it  is  certain* 
that,  in  Italy  y  Men  of  fearching  Underftandings, 
who  have  no  other  Idea  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
but  that  which  they  fee  received  among  them* 
are  very  naturally  tempted  to  difbelieve  it  quite  : 
For  they  believing  it  all  alike  in  grofs,  without 
Diftin&ion,  and  finding  fuch  notorious  Cheats 
as  appear  in  many  Parts  of  their  Religion,  are* 
upon  that,  induced  to  difbelieve  the  whole. 
The  Preachings  of  the  Monks  in  Naples  are 
terrible  Things.  I  faw  a  Jefuit  go  in  a  fort  of 
Proceffion,  with  a  great  Company  about  him* 
and  calling  upon  all  that  he  faw  to  follow  him 
to  a  Place  where  a  Mountebank  was  felling  his 
Medicines,  near  whom  he  took  his  Room,  and 
entertained  the  People  with  a  fort  of  a  Farce* 
till  the  Mountebank  got  him  to  give  over,  fear¬ 
ing  left  his  Adtion  fhould  grow  tedious,  and  dif- 
perfe  the  Company  that  was  brought  together* 
There  are  no  famous  Preachers*  nor  Men  of 
any  Reputation  for  Learning  among  the  JefuitSi 
I  was  told  they  had  not  Men  capable  to  teach 
their  Schools,  and  that  they  were  forced  to  hire 
Strangers.  The  Order  of  the  Oratory  hath  not 
that  Reputation  in  Italy  that  it  hath  gained  in 
Ft  • ance  3  and  the  little  Learning  that  is  among 
the  Clergy  at  Naples  is  among  fome  few  Secular 
Priefts. 

The  new  Method  of  Molinas  doth  fo  much 
prevail  in  Naples ,  that  ’tis  believed  he  hath 
above  twenty  thoufand  Followers  in  this  City. 
And  fince  this  hath  made  fome  Noife  in  the 
World*  and  yet  is  generally  but  little  under- 
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Hood,  I  will  give  you  fome  Account  of  him® 
He  is  a  Spamjh  Prieft,  that  feems  to  be  but  an 
ordinary  Divine*  and  is  certainly  a  very  ill  Rea* 
foner,  when  he  undertakes  to  prove  his  Opi¬ 
nions.  He  hath  writ  a  Book  which  is  intitled, 
11  Guida  Spirituals,  which  is  a  fhort  Abftra£l:  of 
the  myftical  Divinity.  The  Subftance  of  the 
whole  is  reduced  to  this*  'That  in  our  Prayers 
and  other  Devotions ,  the  hejl  Methods  are  to  re¬ 
tire  the  Mind  from  all  grofs  Images ,  and  fo  to 
form  an  Alt  of  Faith ,  and  thereby  to  prefent  our * 
f elves  before  God ,  and  then  to  fink  into  a  Silence 
and  Cejfation  of  new  Alts$  and  fo  let  God  alt  up¬ 
on  us ,  and  fo  to  follow  his  Conduit .  This  way 
he  prefers  to  the  Multiplication  of  many  new 
A£ts,  and  different  Forms  of  Devotion ;  and 
he  makes  fmall  Account  of  corporal  Aufterities, 
and  reduces  all  the  Exercifes  of  Religion  to  this 
Simplicity  of  Mind.  He  thinks  this  is  not  only 
to  be  propofed  to  fuch  as  live  in  religious  Houfes$ 
but  even  to  Secular  Perfons,  and  by  this  he  hath 
propofed  a  great  Reformation  of  Men’s  Minds 
and  Manners.  He  hath  many  Priefls  in  Italy, 
but  chiefly  in  Naples ,  that  difpofe  thofe  who 
confefs  themfelves  to  them,  to  follow  his  Me* 
thod.  The  Jefuits  have  fet  themfelves  much 
againft  this  Condudf,  as  forefeeing,  that  it  may 
much  weaken  the  Empire  that  Superftition  hath 
over  the  Minds  of  People,  that  it  may  make  Re* 
ligion  become  a  more  plain  and  Ample  Thing, 
and  may  alfo  open  a  Door  to  Enthufiafms* 
'They  alfo  pretend,  that  his  Condudf  is  factious 
and  feditious  ;  that  this  may  breed  a  Schifm  in 
the  Church.  And  becaufe  he  faith  in  fome 

Places 


192  travels  thro ?  France,  Italy, 

Places  of  his  Book,  That  the  Mind  may 
rife  up  to  fuch  a  Simplicity  in  its  Mdls,  that 
it  may  rife  in  fome  of  its  Devotions  to  God  imme¬ 
diately. ,  without  contemplating  the  Humanity  of 
Chrijl ,  they  have  accufed  him  as  intending  to 
lay  afide  the  Do&rine  of  ChriJT s  Humanity  5 
tho’  ’tis  plain  that  he  fpeaks  only  of  the  Purity  of 
fome  Jingle  Adts.  Upon  all  thofe  Heads  they 
have  fet  themfelves  much  againft  Molinos ;  and 
they  have  alfo  pretended,  that  fome  of  his  Dif- 
ciples  have  infufed  into  their  Penitents,  That  they 
may  go  and  communicate ,  as  they  find  themfelves 
difpofed ,  without  going  firji  to  Confeffion  ;  which 
they  thought  weakned  much  the  Yoke  by  which 
the  Priefts  fubdue  the  Confciences  of  the  People 
to  their  Condudt.  Yet  he  was  much  fupported, 
both  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ,  and  in  Sicily  : 
He  had  alfo  many  Friends  and  Followers  at 
Rome.  So  the  Jefuits ,  as  a  Provincial  of  the 
Ordet  allured  me,  finding  they  could  not  ruin 
him  by  their  own  Force,  got  a  great  King,  that 
is  now  extremely  in  the  Interefts  of  their  Order, 
to  interpofe,  and  to  reprefent  to  the  Pope  the 
Danger  of  fuch  Innovations.  It  is  certain,  the 
Pope  underftands  the  Matter  very  little,  and  that 
he  is  poflfefled  with  a  great  Opinion  of  Molinos' s 
San£fity  ;  yet,  upon  the  Complaints  of  fome 
Cardinals,  that  feconded  the  Zeal  of  that  King, 
he  and  fome  of  his  Followers  were  clapt  in 
the  Inquifition,  where  they  have  been  now  for 
fome  Months  :  But  they  are  ft  ill  well  ufed, 
which  is  believed  to  flow  from  the  good  Opinion 
that  the  Pope  hath  of  him,  who  faith  ftill,  that 
tho’  he  may  have  erred,  yet  he  is  certainly  a 
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good  Man.  Upon  this  Imprifonment*  Pafquin 
faid  a  pleafant  Thing.  In  one  Week,  one  Man 
had  been  condemned  to  the  Gallies  for  fome- 
what  he  had  faid,  another  had  been  hanged  for 
fomewhat  he  had  writ,  and  Molinas  was  clapt  in 
Prifon,  whofe  Doctrine  confifted  chiefly  in  this, 
'That  Men  ought  to  bring  their  Minds  to  a  State 
of  invjard  Efuietnefs  ;  from  which  the  Name  of 
Efuietifts  was  given  to  all  his  Followers.  The 
Pafquinade  upon  all  this  was,  Si  parliamo ,  in 
Galere  ;  ft  fcrivemmo ,  Impiccati ;  fi  Jtiamo  in 
quiet e ,  alV  Sand  Officio:  e  che  bifogna  fare  ? 
If  we  fpeak,  we  are  fent  to  the  Gallies ;  if  we 
write,  we  are  hanged  ;  if  we  Hand  quiet,  we 
are  clapt  up  in  the  Inquifrtion  :  What  muff  we 
do  then  ?  Yet  his  Followers  at  Naples  are  not 
daunted,  but  they  believe  he  will  come  out  of 
this  Trial  vidtorious. 

The  City  of  Naples ,  as  it  is  the  beff  fltuated, 
and  in  the  beft  Climate,  fo  it  is  one  of  the  no- 
bleft  Cities  of  Europe ;  and  if  it  is  not  above  half  as 
big  as  Paris  or  London ,  yet  it  hath  much  more 
Beauty  than  either  of  them.  The  Streets  are 
large  and  broad,  the  Pavement  is  great  and  no¬ 
ble,  the  Stones  being  generally  above  a  Foot 
fquare  ;  and  it  is  full  of  Palaces  and  great  Build¬ 
ings.  The  Town  is  well  fupplied  by  daily 
Markets,  fo  that  Provifions  are  ever  frefh,  and 
in  great  Plenty.  The  Wine  is  the  beft  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  both  the  Fifh  and  Flefn  are  extreme 
good.  It  is  fcarce  ever  cold  in  Winter,  and 
there  is  a  frefh  Air  comes,  both  from  the 
Sea  and  the  Mountains  in  Summer.  The  Vice¬ 
roy’s  Palace  is  no  extraordinary  Building,  onlv 
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the  Stair-Cafe  is  great ;  but  it  is  now  very  richly 
furnifhed  within,  in  Pi&ures  and  Statues.  There 
are  in  it  fome  Statues  of  the  Egyptian  Deities,  of 
Touchftone,  that  are  of  great  Value.  There 
are  no  great  Antiquities  here,  only  there  is  an 
ancient  Roman  Portico ,  that  is  very  noble,  be¬ 
fore  St.  Paul’s  Church.  But  without  the  City, 
near  the  Church  and  Hofpital  of  St.  Gennaro , 
that  is  without  the  Gates,  are  the  noble  Cata¬ 
combs  ;  which,  becaufe  they  were  beyond  any 
Thing  I  faw  in  Italy ,  and  to  which  the  Cata¬ 
combs  of  Rome  are  not  to  be  compared  and 
fince  I  do  not  find  any  Account  of  them  in  all 
the  Books  that  I  have  yet  feen  concerning  Na¬ 
ples,  I  {hall  defcribe  them  more  particularly. 

They  are  vafl  and  long  Galleries  cut  out  of 
the  Rock ;  there  are  three  Stories  of  them  one 
above  another  :  I  was  in  two  of  them,  but  the 
Rock  is  fallen  in  the  loweft,  fo  that  one  cannot 
go  into  it ;  but  I  faw  the  Paffage  to  it.  Thefe 
Galleries  are  generally  about  twenty  Foot  broad, 
and  about  fifteen  Foot  high  $  fo  that  they  are 
noble  and  fpacious  Places,  and  not  little  and  nar-  ' 
row  as  the  Catacombs  at  Rome ,  which  are  only 
three  or  four  Foot  broad,  and  five  or  fix  Foot 
high.  I  was  made  believe,  that  thefe  Catacombs 
of  Naples  went  into  the  Rock  nine  Miles  long ; 
but  for  that  I  have  it  only  by  Report:  Yet  if 
that  be  true,  they  may  perhaps  run  towards 
Puzzuolo ,  and  fo  they  may  have  been  the  Buri¬ 
al-Places  of  the  Towns  on  that  Bay  ;  but  of 
this  I  have  no  Certainty.  I  ^walked  indeed  a 
great  Way,  and  found  Galleries  going  off  on  all 
Hands  without  end  :  And  whereas  in  the  Roman 
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Catacombs  there  are  not  above  three  or  four 
Rows  of  Niches,  that  are  cut  out  in  the  Rock 
one  over  another,  into  which  the  dead  Bodies 
were  laid  ;  here  there  are  generally  fix  or  feven 
Q.f  th0£  Niches,  and  they  are  both  larger 
m4  higher:  So  me  N  idles  are  for  Childrens  Bo- 
dies,  es  there  are  in  the  Floors, 

as  it  were  great  C hefts  hewn  out  of  the  Rock, 
to  lay  the  Bones  of  the  Dead  as  they  are  dried, 
in  them  ;  but  I  could  fee  no  Marks  either  of  a 
Cover  for  thefe  Holes,  which  look’d  like  the  Bel¬ 
lies  of  Chefts,  or  of  a  Facing  to  (hut  up  the 
Niches  when  a  dead  Body  was  laid  in  them  ;  fo 
that  it  feems  they  were  monftrous,  unwholfome, 
and  ftinking  Places,  where  fome  thoufands  of 
Bodies  lay  rotting,  without  any  thing  to  fliut  in 
fo  loathfome  a  Sight,  and  fo  odious  a  Smell ;  for 
I  the  Niches  Ihew  plainly,  that  the  Bodies  were 
laid  in  them  only  wrapped  in  the  dead  Cloaths, 
they  being  too  low  for  Coffins.  In  fome  Places 
of  the  Rock  there  is  as  it  were  a  little  Chapel 
hewn  out  in  the  Rock,  that  goes  off  from  the 
common  Gallery,  and  there  are  Niches  all  round 
about ;  but  I  faw  no  Marks  of  any  Wall  that 
[  fhut  in  fuch  Places  ;  tho’  I  am  apt  to  think, 
thefe  might  be  Burying- Places  appropriated  to 
particular  Families.  There  is  in  fome  Places  on 

I  the  Walls  and  Arch  old  Mofaick  Work,  and 
fome  Painting;  the  Colours  are  frefh,  and  the 
Manner  and  Characters  are  Gothick  ;  which 
:  made  me  conclude  that  this  might  have  been 
1  done  by  the  Normans  about  fix  hundred  Years 
ago,  after  they  drove  out  the  Saracens .  In  fome 
1  Places  there  are  Palm-trees  painted,  and  Vines 
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in  other  Places :  The  Frefhnefs  of  the  Colours 
fhews  thefe  couH  not  have  been  done  while  this 
Place  was  employ’d  for  Burying  ;  for  the  Steams 
and  Rottennefs  of  the  Air,  occasioned  by  fo 
much  Corruption,  muH  have  diflblved  both 
Plaifter  and  Colours.  In  one  Place  there  a 
Man  painted  with  a  little  Bea  ,  end  /;f  :  /  h 
written  by  his  Head  ;  there  is  another  ’  caching 
him  a  Garland,  and  by  his  Head  Laud  is  writ¬ 
ten ;  and  this  is  repeated  in  another  Place  right 
over  againft  it.  In  another  Place  I  found  a  Crofs 
painted,  and  about  the  upper  Part  of  it  thefe 
Letters,  J.  C.  X.  O.  and  on  the  lower  Part 
N  J  K  A.  are  painted.  A  learned  Antiquary 
that  went  with  me,  agreed  with  me,  that  the 
Manner  of  the  Painting  and  Charadfers  did  not 
feem  to  be  above  fix  hundred  Years  old  ;  but 
neither  of  us  knew  what  to  make  of  thefe  Let¬ 
ters  :  The  lower  feemed  to  relate  to  the  laH 
Word  of  the  Vifion,  which  it  is  faid  that  Con - 
Jlantine  faw  with  the  Crofs  that  appeared  to  him  : 
But  though  the  firft  two  Letters  might  be  for 
Jefus ,  it  being  ordinary  in  old  Coins  and  In¬ 
scriptions  to  put  a  C  for  an  S,  and  X  Hands  for 
Chrtji ,  yet  we  knew  not  what  to  make  of  the 
O,  unlefs  it  were  for  the  Greek  0,  and  that  the 
little  Line  in  the  Bofom  of  the  Theta  was  worn 
out,  and  then  it  Hands  for  Theos\  and  thus -the 
whole  Infcription  is,  Jefus  Chrijt  God  overcometh. 
Another  Picture  in  the  Wall  had  written  over  it 
S**  ‘Johannes ,  which  was  a  clear  Sign  of  a 
barbarous  Age.  In  another  Place  there  is  a 
Pidfure  high  in  the  Wall,  and  three  Pidlures 
under  it  j  that  at  top  had  no  Infcription  ;  thofe 
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below  it  had  thefe  Infcriptions,  S.  Katharina , 
S,  Agape ,  and  S.  Margarita  :  Thefe  Letters  are 
clearly  modern  ;  befides  that,  Margaret  and 
Katherine  are  modern  Names  ;  and  the  Addition 
of  ta  a  little  above  the  S,  were  manifefl  Evi¬ 
dences  that  the  higheft  Antiquity  that  can  be 
afcribed  to  this  Painting  is  fix  hundred  Years.  I 
faw  no  more  Painting,  and  I  began  to  grow 
weary  of  the  Darknefs  and  the  thick  Air  of  the 
Place  \  fo  I  ftaid  not  above  an  Hour  in  thE  Cata¬ 
combs.  This  made  me  refledt  more  particular¬ 
ly  on  the  Catacombs  of  Rome  than  I  had  done  ; 
I  could  imagine  no  Reafon  why  fo  little  Mention 
is  made  of  thofe  of  Naples ,  when  there  is  fo 
much  faid  concerning  thofe  of  Rome  ;  and  could 
give  myfelf  no  other  Account  of  the  Matter, 
but  that  it  being  a  Maxim  to  keep  up  the  Repu¬ 
tation  of  the  Roman  Catacombs,  as  the  Repofi- 
tories  of  theReliques  of  the  primitive  Chriftians, 
it  would  have  much  lefTened  their  Credit,  if  it 
had  been  thought  that  there  were  Catacombs  far 
beyond  them  in  all  Refpects,  that  yet  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  Work  of  the  primi¬ 
tive  Chriftians  :  And  indeed,  nothing  feems 
more  evident,  than  that  thefe  were  the  common 
Rurying-Places  of  the  ancient  Heathens  ;  one 
enters  into  them  without  the  Walls  of  the 
Towns,  according  to  the  Laws  of  the  Twelve 
Tables  ;  and  fuch  are  the  Catacombs  of  Ro?ne 
that  I  faw,  which  were  thofe  of  St.  Agnes  and 
St.  Sebajlian ,  the  Entry  into  them  being  with¬ 
out  the  Town  :  This  anfwers  the  Law,  tho’  in 
EfFedf  they  run  under  it ;  for  in  thofe  Days, 
when  they  had  not  the  Ufe  of  the  Needle,  they 
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could  not  know  which  Way  they  carried  on  thofc 
Works,  when  they  were  once  fo  far  en¬ 
gaged  under  Ground  as  to  lofe  themfelves.  It 
is  a  vain  Imagination,  to  think  that  the  Chri- 
ilians  in  the  primitive  Times  were  able  to  carry 
on  fuch  a  Work  ;  for  as  this  prodigious  Digging 
into  fuch  Rocks  muft  have  been  a  very  vifible 
Thing,  by  the  Mountains  of  Rubbifh  that  mu  ft 
have  been  brought  out,  and  by  the  vaft  Number 
of  Hands  that  muft  have  been  employed  in  it ; 
fo  it  is  abfurd  to  think,  that  they  could  hold  their 
Afiemblies  amidft  the  Annoyance  of  fo  much 
Corruption.  I  found  the  Steams  fo  ftrong,  that 
tho’  I  am  as  little  fubjedft  to  Vapours  as  moft 
Men,  yet  I  had  all  the  Day  long  after  I  was  in 
them,  which  was  not  near  an  Hour,  a  Confufion, 
and  as  it  were  a  Boiling  in  my  Head,  that  disor¬ 
dered  me  extremely  ;  and  if  there  is  now  fo 
much  ftagnating  Air  there,  this  muft  have  been 
fenfible  in  a  more  eminent  and  infufferable  Man¬ 
ner  while  there  were  vaft  Numbers  of  Bodies 
rotting  in  thofe  Niches.  But  befides  this  Impro¬ 
bability  that  prefents  itfelf  from  the  Nature  of 
the  Thing,  I  called  to  Mind  a  Paftage  of  a  Let¬ 
ter  of  Cornelius  that  was  Bifhop  of  Rome  after 
the  middle  of  the  third  Century,  which  is  pre- 
ferved  by  Eufebius  in  his  fxth  Book,  Chap. 
XLIII.  in  which  we  have  the  State  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  at  that  Time  fet  forth.  There 
were  forty  fix  Prefbyters,  feven  Deacons,  as 
many  Subdeacons,  and  ninety  four  of  the  infe¬ 
rior  Orders  of  the  Clergy  among  them  :  There 
were  alfo  fifteen  hundred  Widows,  and  other 
Poor  maintained  out  of  the  publick  Charities. 
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It  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed,  that  the  Numbers 
of  the  Chriftians  were  as  great  when  this  Epiftle 
was  writ,  as  they  were  at  any  time  before  Con- 
Jlantine's  Days  :  For  as  this  was  writ  at  the  End 
of  that  long  Peace,  of  which  both  St.  Cyprian 
and  Lafianiius  fpeak,  that  had  continued  above 
an  hundred  Years ;  fo  after  this  Time  there  was 
fuch  a  Succefiion  of  Perfecutions,  that  came  fo 
thick  one  upon  another  after  fhort  Intervals  of 
Quiet,  that  we  cannot  think  the  Numbers  of 
the  Chriftians  encreafed  much  beyond  what  they 
were  at  this  Time.  Now  there  are  two  Parti- 
culars  in  this  State  of  the  Clergy,  upon  which 
one  may  make  a  probable  Eftimate  of  the  Num¬ 
bers  of  the  Chriftians ;  the  one  is,  their  Poor, 
which  were  but  fifteen  hundred  :  Now  upon  an 
exaft  Survey  it  will  be  found,  that  where  the 
Poor  are  well  looked  to,  their  Number  rifes  ge¬ 
nerally  to  be  the  thirtieth  or  fortieth  Part  of 
Mankind  ;  and  this  may  be  well  believ’d  to  be 
the  Proportion  of  the  Poor  among  the  Chriftians 
of  that  Age  ;  for  as  their  Charity  was  vigorous 
and  tender,  fo  we  find  Celfus ,  Julian ,  Lucian , 
Porphyry ,  and  others,  objeft  this  to  the  Chri¬ 
ftians  of  that  Time,  that  their  Charities  to  the. 
Poor  drew  vaft  Numbers  of  the  lower  Sort 
among  them,  who  made  themfelves  Chriftians, 
that  they  might  be  fupplied  by  their  Brethren. 
So  that  this  being  the  State  of  the  Chriftians 
then,  we  may  reckon  the  Poor  the  thirtieth 
Part ;  and  fo  fifteen  hundred  multiplied  by  thirty 
produce  five  and  forty  thoufand  :  And  I  am  the 
more  inclined  to  think  that  this  rifes  near  to  the 
full  Sum  of  their  Numbers,  by  the  other  Cha- 
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racier  of  the  Numbers  of  the  Clergy  ;  for  as 
there  were  forty  fix  Prefbyters,  fo  there  were 
ninety  four  of  the  inferior  Orders,  who  were 
two  more  than  double  the  Number  of  the  Priefts  ; 
and  this  was  in  a  Time  when  the  Care  of  Souls 
was  more  exactly  looked  after,  than  it  has  been 
in  the  more  corrupted  Ages,  the  Clergy  having 
then  really  more  Work  on  their  Hands,  the  in- 
ftrucfing  their  Catechumens,  the  vifiting  their 
Sick,  and  the  fupporting  and  comforting  the 
W eak,  being  Talks  that  required  fo  much  Ap¬ 
plication,  that  in  fo  vaft  a  City  as  Rome  was  in 
thofe  Days,  in  which  it  is  probable  the  Chriftians 
were  fcattered  over  the  City,  and  mixed  in  all 
the  Parts  of  it,  we  make  a  Conjedture  that  is 
not  ill  grounded,  when  we  reckon  that  every 
Prefbyter  had  perhaps  about  a  thoufand  Souls 
committed  to  his  Care  ;  fo  this  rifes  to  fix  and 
forty  thoufand,  which  comes  very  near  the  Sum 
that  may  be  gather’d  from  the  other  Hint,  taken 
from  the  Number  of  their  Poor  :  So  that  about 
tifty  thoufand  is  the  higheft  Accompt  to  which 
we  can  reafonably  raife  the  Numbers  of  the 
Chriftians  of  Rome  in  that  Time  ;  and  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Perfons,  the  Old,  the  Young,  and  the  Wo¬ 
men,  make  more  than  three  fourth  Parts  ;  fo 
that  the  Men  who  were  in  Condition  to  work 
were  not  above  twelve  thoufand,  and  by  confe- 
quence  they  were  in  no  Condition  to  undertake 
and  carry  on  fo  vaft  a  Work.  If  Cornelius  in 
that  Letter  fpeaks  of  the  Numbers  of  the  Chri¬ 
ftians  in  excefiive  'Terms,  and  if  Rertullian  in 
his  Apology  hath  alfo  fet  out  the  Numbers  of 
the  Chriftians  of  his  Time  in  a  very  high  Strain, 
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that  is  only  to  be  afcribed  to  a  pompous  Elo¬ 
quence,  which  difpofeth  People  to  magnify  their 
own  Party  ;  and  we  muft  allow  a  good  deal  to 
an  Hyperbole,  that  is  very  natural  to  all  that  fet 
forth  their  Forces  in  general  Terms.  It  is  true, 
it  is  not  fo  clear  when  thofe  vaft  Cavities  were 
dug  out  of  the  Rocks:  We  know,  that  when 
the  Laws  of  the  Twelve  Tables  were  made,  Se¬ 
pulture  was  then  in  ufe ;  and  Rome  being  then 
grown  to  a  vaft  Bignefs,  no  doubt  they  had  Re- 
pofitories  for  their  Dead  ;  fo  that  fince  none  of 
the  Roman  Authors  mention  any  fuch  Work,  it 
may  not  be  unreafonable  to  imagine,  that  thefe 
Vaults  had  been  wrought  and  cut  out  from  the 
firffc  Beginnings  of  the  City,  and  fo  the  later 
Authors  had  no  Gccafion  to  take  Notice  of  it. 
It  is  alfo  certain,  that  tho’  Burning  came  to  be 
in  ufe  among  the  Romans ,  yet  they  returned 
back  to  their  firft  Cuftom  of  burying  Bodies  long 
before  Conjiantine' s  Time ;  fo  that  it  was  not 
the  Chriftian  Religion  that  produced  this  Change. 
All  our  modern  Writers  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  Change  was  made  in  the  Times  of  the  Anto- 
nlnes  ;  yet  there  being  no  Law  made  concerning 
it,  and  no  Mention  being  made  in  an  Age  full 
of  Writers,  of  any  Orders  that  were  given  for 
Rurying-Places,  Velferus" s  Opinion  feems  more 
probable,  that  the  Cuftom  of  Burning  wore  out 
by  Degrees  ;  and  fince  we  are  fure,  that  they 
once  buried,  it  is  more  natural  to  think,  that 
the  Slaves  and  the  meaner  Sort  of  People  were 
Hill  buried,  that  being  a  lefs  expenfive  and  a 
more  fimple  Way  of  bellowing  their  Bodies 
than  Burning,  which  was  both  pompous  and 
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chargeable  ;  and,  if  there  were  already  Burying- 
Places  prepared,  it  is  much  eafier  to  imagine  how 
the  Cuftom  of  Burying  grew  univerfal  without 
any  Law  made  concerning  it. 

I  could  not  for  fome  Time  find  out  upon 
what  Grounds  the  modern  Criticks  take  it  for 
granted,  that  Burying  began  in  the  Times  of 
the  Antonines ,  till  I  had  the  Happinefs  to  talk  of 
this  Matter  with  the  learned  Gronovius ,  who 
feems  to  be  fuch  a  Mafter  of  all  the  ancient 
Learning,  as  if  he  had  the  Authors  lying  always 
open  before  him  :  He  told  me,  that  it  was  cer¬ 
tain  the  Change  from  Burning  to  Burying  was 
not  made  by  the  Chriflian  Emperors  ;  for  Ma - 
crobius  (Lib.  y.  Cap.  y.)  fays,  in  plain  Terms, 
that  the  Cuftom  of  Burning  the  Bodies  of  the 
Dead  was  quite  worn  out  in  that  Age  ;  which  is 
a  clear  Intimation,  that  it  was  not  laid  afide  fo 
late  as  Conjiantine  ;  and  as  there  was  no  Law 
made  bv  him  on  that  Head,  fo  he  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Emperors  gave  fuch  an  entire  Tolera¬ 
tion  to  Paganifm,  admitting  thofe  of  that  Reli¬ 
gion  to  the  greateft  Employments,  that  it  is  not 
to  be  imagined,  that  there  was  any  Order  given 
againft  Burning :  So  that  it  is  clear,  the  Hea¬ 
thens  had  changed  it  of  their  own  Accord  ; 
otherways  we  fhould  have  found  that  among  the 
Complaints  that  they  made  of  the  Grievances 
under  which  they  lay  from  the  Chriftians.  But 
it  is  more  difficult  to  fix  the  Time  when  this 
Change  was  made.  Gronovius  fhewed  me  a 
Paflage  of  Phlegon’ s,  that  mentions  the  Bodies 
that  were  laid  in  the  Ground  ;  yet  he  did  not 
build  on  that,  for  it  may  have  relation  to  the 
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Cuftoms  of  burying  that  might  be  elfewhere  ; 
and  fo  Petronius  gives  the  Account  of  the  Burial 
of  the  Ephefian  Matron’s  Hufband  :  But  he 
made  it  apparent  to  me,  that  Burying  was  com¬ 
monly  p radii  fed  in  Commodus’ s  Time  ;  for  Xiphi - 
linus  tells  us,  that  in  Pertinax' s  Time  the 
Friends  of  thofe  whom  Commodus  had  ordered  to 
be  put  to  Death,  had  dug  up  their  Bodies,  fome 
bringing  out  only  fome  Parts  of  them,  and 
others  raifing  their  entire  Bodies.  The  fame 
Author  alfo  tells  us,  that  Pertinax  buried  Com - 
modus’ s  Body,  and  fo  faved  it  from  the  Rage  of 
the  People  ;  and  here  is  a  pofitive  Evidence,  that 
Burying  was  the  common  Pradfice  of  that  Time. 
The  fame  learned  Perfon  has,  iince  my  firffc 
Converfation  with  him  upon  this  Subjedt,  fug- 
gefted  to  me  two  Paflages  of  Feflus  Pompeius , 
that  feem  to  determine  this  whole  Matter ;  and 
that  tell  us  by  what  Names  thofe  Catacombs 
were  known  in  the  Roman  Time,  whereabouts 
they  were,  and  what  Sort  of  Perfons  were  laid 
in  them  3  we  have  alfo  the  Defignation  by  which 
the  Bearers  were  commonly  known,  and  the 
Time  when  they  carried  out  the  dead  Bodies  : 
And  it  appears  particularly  by  them,  that  in  the 
Repofitories  of  which  that  Author  makes  Men¬ 
tion,  there  was  no  Care  taken  to  prefer ve  the 
Bodies  that  were  laid  in  them  from  rotting.  FI  is 
Words  are  :  Puiiculos  antiquijjimum  genus  fcpul- 
turcs  appellatos ,  quod  ibi  in  puteis  JepeUrcniur 
homines  ;  qualis  fuerit  locus ,  quo  nunc  cadaver  a 
projici  folent  extra  portam  Efquilinam  :  quee, 
quod  ibi  put ef cercnt ,  inch  prius  appellatos  ex'ifti - 
mat  Puticulos  /h  i ins  Q alius ,  qui  ait  antiqui  moris 
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fuijjer  ut  patres-familias  in  locum  publicum  extra 
oppidum  mancipia  villa  projicerent ,  atque  ita  pro- 
jeffa-i  quod  ibi  ea  put  ef cerent^  nomen  effe  fahum 
Puticuli,  ,  The  other  Paffage  runs  thus :  Vefpa 
&  Vefpillones  dicuntur ,  qui  funerandis  corporibus 
cfpcium  gerunt ,  non  a  minutis  illis  volucribus ,  fed 
quia  vefpertino  tempore  eos  efferuni ,  qui  funebri 
pompa  duel  propter  inopiam  nequeunt.  All  this 
agrees  fo  exactly,  to  the  Thoughts,  that  a  gene¬ 
ral  View  of  thofe  Repofitories  give  a  Man,  that 
it  will  not  be  hard  to  perfuade  him,  that  thofe 
Burying-Places  that  are  now  graced  with  the 
pompous  Title  of  Catacombs ,  are  no  other  than 
the  Puticuli  of  Fejlus  Pompeius ,  where  the 
mean  eft  Sort  of  the  Roman  Slaves  were  laid, 
and  fo,  without  any  farther  Care  about  them, 
were  left  to  rot. 

It  is  true,  ’tis  very  probable,  that  as  we  fee 
fome  of  the  Roman  Families  continue  to  bury 
their  Dead,  even  when  Burning  was  the  more 
common  Cuftom  ;  fo  perhaps  others  continued 
after  this  to  burn  their  Dead,  the  Thing  being 
indifferent,  and  no  Law  made  about  it  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  particularly  objedled  to  the 
Chriflians  after  this  Time,  that  they  abhorred 
the  Cuftom  of  Burning  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead, 
which  is  mentioned  by  Minutius  Fcelix  ;  but 
this  or  any  other  Evidences  that  may  be  brought 
from  Medals  of  Confecrations  after  this  Time, 
will  only  prove  that  fome  were  ffill  burnt,  and 
that  the  Chriftians  pra&ifed  Burying  univerfally, 
as  expreffing  their  Belief  of  the  Refurre&ion  ; 
whereas  the  Heathens  held  the  Thing  indifferent. 
It  is  alfo  clear  from  the  many  genuine  Infcrip- 
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tions  that  have  been  found  in  the  Catacombs, 
which  bear  the  Dates  of  the  Confuls,  that  thefe 
were  the  common  Burial-Places  of  all  the  Chri¬ 
ftians  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  Century  ;  for  I  do 
not  remember  that  there  is  any  one  Date  that  is 
ancienter;  and  yet  not  one  of  the  Writers  *of 
thofe  Ages  fpeak  of  them  as  the  Work  of  the 
primitive  Chriftians  :  They  fpeak  indeed  of  the 
Burial-Places  of  the  Martyrs ;  but  that  will  prove 
no  more,  but  that  the  Chriftians  might  have  had 
their  Quarters  and  their  Walks  in  thofe  common 
Burial-Places,  where  they  laid  their  Dead,  and 
which  might  have  been  known  among  them, 
tho*  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  in  Times  of 
Perfecution  make  fuch  Infcriptions  as  might  have 
expofed  the  Bodies  of  their  dead  Friends  to  the 
Rage  of  their  Enemies :  And  the  fpurious  A<fts 
of  fome  Saints  and  Martyrs  are  of  too  little 
Credit  to  give  any  Support  to  the  common  Opi¬ 
nion.  Damafus’s  Poetry  is  of  no  better  Autho¬ 
rity.  And  tho’  thofe  Ages  were  inclined  enough 
to  give  Credit  to  Fables,  yet  it  feems  this  of 
thofe  Catacombs  having  been  the  Work  of  the 
primitive  Chriftians,  was  too  grofs  a  Thing  to 
have  been  fo  early  impofed  on  the  W orld.  And 
this  Silence  in  an  Age  in  which  Superftition  was 
going  on  at  fo  great  a  rate,  has  much  Force  in 
it ;  for  fo  vaft  a  Work  as  thofe  Catacombs  are, 
muft  have  been  well  known  to  all  the  Romans . 
It  were  eafy  to  carry  this  much  farther,  and  to 
fhew  that  the  Bas  Reliefs ,  that  have  been  found 
in  fome  of  thofe  Catacombs,  have  nothing  of 
the  Beauty  of  the  ancient  Roman  Time.  This 
is  alfo  more  difcernable  in  many  Infcriptions  that 
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are  more  Gothick  than  Roman  ;  and  there  are  fo 
many  Infcriptions  relating  to  Fables,  that  it  is 
plain  thefe  were  of  later  Times ;  and  we  fee  by 
Saint  Jerome ,  that  the  Monks  began  even  in  his 
Time  to  drive  a  Trade  of  Reliques;  fo  it  is  no 
Wonder  that  to  raife  the  Credit  of  fuch  a  Heap 
as  was  never  to  be  exhaufted,  they  made  fome 
miferable  Sculptures  and  fome  Infcriptions,  and 
perhaps  fliut  up  the  Entries  into  them  with  much 
Care  and  Secrefy,  intending  to  open  them  upon 
fome  Dream  or  other  Artifice,  to  give  them  the 
more  Reputation  ;  which  was  often  pradlifed  in 
order  to  the  drawing  much  Wealth  and  great 
Devotion  even  to  fome  fingle  Relique  \  and  a 
few  being  upon  this  Secret,  either  thofe  might 
have  died,  or  by  the  many  Revolutions  that  hap¬ 
pened  at  Rome ,  they  might  have  been  difperfed 
before  they  made  the  Difcovery  :  And  thus  the  - 
Knowledge  of  thofe  Places  was  loft,  and  came 
to  be  difcover’d  by  Accident  in  the  laft  Age,  and 
hath  ever  fince  fupplied  them  with  an  inexhaufti- 
ble  Magazine  of  Bones,  which  by  all  Appearance 
are  no  other  than  the  Bones  of  the  Pagan  Romans , 
which  are  now  fent  over  the  World  to  feed  a  Su- 
perftition  that  is  as  blind  as  it  proves  expenfive. 
And  thus  the  Bones  of  the  Roman  Slaves,  or  at 
leaft  thofe  of  the  meaner  Sort,  are  now  fet  in 
Silver  and  Gold,  with  a  great  deal  of  other  coft- 
ly  Garniture,  and  entertain  the  Superftition  of 
thofe  who  are  willing  to  be  deceived,  as  well  as 
they  ferve  the  Ends  of  thofe  that  feek  to  deceive 
the  World.  But  becaufe  it  cannot  be  pretended, 
that  there  was  fuch  a  Number  of  Chriftians  at 
Naples ,  as  could  have  wrought  fuch  Catacombs ; 
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and  if  it  had  been  once  thought,  that  thofe  were 
the  common  Burial-places  of  the  ancient  Hea¬ 
thens,  that  might  have  induced  the  World  to 
think,  that  the  Roman  Catacombs  were  no  other  : 
Therefore  there  hath  been  no  Care  taken  to  ex¬ 
amine  thefe.  I  thought  this  deferved  a  large 
Difcourfe,  and  therefore  I  have  dwelt  perhaps  a 
little  too  long  on  this  SubjedE 

I  will  not  enter  upon  a  long  Defcription  of 
that  which  is  fo  well  known,  as  Mont  Vefuvio  : 
It  had  roared  fo  loud  about  a  Month  before  I 
came  to  Naples ,  that  at  Naples  they  could  hard¬ 
ly  deep  in  the  Nights,  and  fome  old  Houfes 
were  fo  fhaken  by  the  Earthquake,  that  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  Convulfion  of  the  Hill,  that 
they  fell  to  the  Ground.  And  the  great  Con¬ 
vulfion  above  fifty  Years  ago,  was  fo  terrible, 
that  there  was  no  fmall  Fear  in  Naples ,  tho’  it 
lies  at  the  Diftance  of  feven  Miles  from  the  Hill, 
yet  the  Storm  was  choaked  under  Ground ;  for 
tho’  it  fmok’d  much  more  than  ordinary,  yet 
there  was  no  Eruption.  It  was  indeed  fmoking, 
not  only  in  the  Mouth  of  the  little  Mount  that 
is  formed  within  the  great  Wafte  that  the  Fire 
hath  made,  but  alfo  all  along  the  Bottom  that  is 
between  the  outward  Mouth  of  this  Mountain 
(which  is  four  Miles  in  Compafs)  and  that  in¬ 
ward  Hill.  When  one  fees  the  Mouth  of  this 
Fire,  and  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  Hill,  which  is 
covered  fome  foot  deep  with  Afhes  and  Stones  of 
a  metallick  Compofition,  that  the  Fire  throws 
out,  he  cannot  but  ftand  amazed,  and  wonder 
what  can  be  the  Fuel  of  fo  lafting  a  Burning, 
that  hath  calcined  fo  much  Matter,  and  fpewed 
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out  fuch  prodigious  Quantities.  It  is  plain,  there 
are  vaft  Veins  of  Sulphur  all  along  in  this  Soil, 
and  it  feems  in  this  Mountain  they  run  along 
through  fome  Mines  and  Rocks ;  and  as  their 
flow  Confumption  produceth  a  perpetual  Smoke, 
fo  when  the  Air  within  is  fo  much  rarified,  that 
it  muff  open  itfelf,  it  throws  up  thofe  Maffes  of 
Metal  and  Rock  that  fhut  it  in.  But  how  this 
Fire  draws  in  Air  to  nourifh  its  Flame,  is  not  fo 
eafily  apprehended,  unlefs  there  is:  either  a  Con¬ 
veyance  of  Air  under-ground,  by  fome  undifco- 
vered  Vacuity,  or  a  more  infenfible  Tranfmiflion 
of  Air  thro*  the  Pores  of  the  Earth.  The  Heat 
of  this  Hill  operates  fo  much  upon  the  Soil  that 
lies  upon  it  towards  the  Foot  of  it,  that  it  pro¬ 
duceth  the  richeft  Wine  about  Naples ,  and  it 
alfo  purifieth  the  Air  fo  much,  that  the  Village 
at  the  Bottom  is  thought  the  beft  Air  of  the 
Country ;  fo  that  many  come  from  Naples  thither 
for  their  Health.  Tfchia ,  that  is  an  Bland  not 
far  from  Naples ,  doth  alfo  fometimes  fpue  out 
Fire. 

On  the  other  Side  of  Naples ,  to  the  Weft, 
one  paffeth  thro’  the  Cave  that  pierceth  the  Pau- 
J'alippe ,  and  is  four  hundred  and  forty  Paces 
long  ;  for  I  walked  it  on  Foot,  to  take  its  true 
Meafure.  It  is  twenty  Foot  broad,  and  at  firft 
forty  Foot  high,  but  afterwards  it  is  but  twenty 
Foot  high.  The  Stone  cut  out  here  is  good  for 
Building  ;  fo  that  as  this  opened  the  W ay  from 
Puzzuolo  to  Naples ,  it  was  alfo  a  Quarry  for  the 
building  of  the  Town.  All  along  the  Way  here, 
one  difcovers  a  ft  range  Boiling  within  the 
Ground  -3  for  a  little  beyond  this  Grott  of  Pau- 

falipfe. 


Germany  and  Switzerland.  209 

falippe ,  as  we  come  near  the  Lake  of  Jniam9 
there  is  on  the  one  Hand  a  Bath,  occafioned  by 
a  Steam  that  rifeth  fo  hot  out  of  the  Ground, 
that  as  foon  as  one  goeth  a  little  into  it,  he  finds 
himfelf  all  over  in  a  Sweat,  which  is  very  pro- 
per  for  fome  Difeafes,  especially  that  which  car¬ 
ries  its  Name  from  Naples.  And  about  twenty 
Paces  from  thence,  there  is  another  little  Grott, 
that  fends  out  a  poifonous  Steam,  that  as  it  puts 
out  a  Candle,  as  foon  as  it  cometh  near  it,  fo  it 
infallibly  killeth  any  living  Creature  within  a 
Minute  of  Time  ;  for  in  half  that  Time  a  Dog, 
upon  which  the  Experiment  is  commonly  try’d 
(the  Grott  being  from  thence  called  Grotto  di 
Cane)  fell  into  a  Convulfion.  From  that  one 
goeth  to  fee  the  poor  Remains  of  Puzzuolo ,  and 
of  all  that  Bay,  that  was  once  all  about  a  T ra£t 
of  Towns,  it  having  been  the  Retreat  of  the 
Romans ,  during  the  Heats  of  the  Summer.  All 
the  Rarities  here  have  been  fo  often,  and  fo  co- 
pioufly  defcribed,  that  I  am  fenfible  lean  add  no¬ 
thing  to  what  is  fo  well  known.  I  will  fay 
nothing  of  the  Amphitheatre ,  or  of  Cicero  and  - 
Virgil’s  Houfes,  for  which  there  is  nothing  but 
a  dubious  Tradition.  They  are  ancient  Brick- 
Buildings  of  the  Roman  way,  and  the  Vaults  of 
Virgil’s  Houfe  are  {till  entire.  The  Sulfatara 
is  a  furprizing  Thing  ;  here  is  a  Bottom,  out  of 
which  the  Force  of  the  Fire,  that  breaks  out  {till 
in  many  Places,  in  a  thick  ffeaming  Smoke  that 
is  full  of  Brimftone,  did  throw  up  about  an 
hundred  and  fifty  Years  ago  a  vaft  Quantity  of 
Earth,  which  was  carried  about  three  Miles 
thence,  and  formed  the  Hill  called  Monte  Novo, 
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upon  the  Ruins  of  a  Town  that  was  overwhelm¬ 
ed  with  this  Eruption,  which  is  of  a  very  conifi- 
derable  Height.  They  told  me,  that  there  was 
before  that  Time  a  Channel,  that  went  from  the 
Bay  into  the  Lake  of  Averno ,  of  which  one  fees 
the  Beginnings  in  the  Bay,  at  fome  Diftance 
from  the  Shore  :  It  carrieth  ftill  the  Name  of 
Julio’s  Mole ,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  made 
by  Julius  Cafar.  But  by  the  Swelling  of  the 
Ground,  upon  the  Eruption  of  the  Sulfatara , 
this  Paftage  is  ftopt,  and  the  Averno  is  now  frefh 
Water.  It  is  eighteen  Fathom  deep.  On  the 
Side  of  it  is  that  amazing  Cave,  where  the  Sybil 
is  faid  to  have  given  out  her  Infpirations.  The 
hewing  it  out  of  the  Rock  hath  been  a  prodi¬ 
gious  Work  ;  for  the  Rock  is  one  of  the  hard- 
eft  Stones  in  the  World,  and  the  Cave  goeth  in 
feven  hundred  Foot  long,  twenty  Foot  broad, 
and,  as  I  could  guefs,  eighteen  Foot  high  :  And 
from  the  End  of  this  great  Gallery,  there  is  a 
narrow  Pail  age  of  three  Foot  broad,  two  hun¬ 
dred  Foot  long,  and  feven  high,  to  a  little  A- 
partment,  to  which  we  go  in  a  conftant  Hoping 
Defcent  from  the  great  Cave.  Here  are  three 
little  Rooms ;  in  one  of  them  there  are  fome 
Remains  of  an  old  Mofaick ,  with  which  the 
W alls  and  the  Roof  were  laid  over.  There  is 
alfo  a  Spring  of  Water,  and  a  Bath,  in  which  it 
is  fuppofed  the  Sybil  bathed  herfelf ,  and  from 
this  Cave  it  is  faid,  that  there  runs  a  Cave  all 
along  to  Cuma ,  which  is  three  long  Miles,  but 
the  Paftage  is  now  choak’d  by  the  falling  in  of 
the  Rock  in  feveral  Places.  This  Piece  of 
Work  amazed  me.  I  did  not  much  mind  the 
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popular  Opinion  that  is  eailly  received  there,  that 
all  this  was  done  by  the  Devil.  The  Marks  of  the 
Chiftel  in  all  Parts  of  the  Rock  Ihew,  that  this  is 
not  a  Work  of  Nature.  Certainly  they  had  both 
much  Leifure,  and  many  Hands  at  their  Com¬ 
mand,  who  fet  about  it ;  and  it  feems  to  have  been 
wrought  out  with  no  other  Defign,  but  to  fub- 
jedt  the  People  more  entirely  to  the  Conduct  of 
the  Priefts  that  managed  this  Impofture  :  So  bufy 
and  induftrious  hath  the  Ambition  and  Fraud  of 
the  Priefts  been  in  all  Ages,  and  in  all  corrupt 
Religions.  But  of  all  the  Scenes  of  noble  Ob¬ 
jects  that  prefent  themfelves  in  the  Bay  of  Puz - 
zuolo ,  the  Remains  of  Caligula's  Bridge  are  the 
moft  amazing ;  for  there  are  yet  ftanding  eight 
or  ten  of  the  Pillars  that  fupported  the  Arches, 
and  of  fome  of  the  Arches  the  half  is  yet  entire. 
1  had  not  a  Line  with  me  to  examine  the  Depth 
of  the  Water,  where  the  furtheft  of  thofe  Pillars 
is  built ;  but  my  Waterman  allured  me,  it  was 
fifty  Cubits.  I  have,  fince  my  being  in  Naples , 
inftrudted  one  that  was  going  thither  in  this  Par¬ 
ticular,  and  have  received  this  Account  from 
him  :  That  he  had  taken  care  to  plum  the  W a- 
ter  at  the  furtheft  Pillar  of  Caligula' s  Bridge,  on 
the  Puzzuolo  Side,  and  found  it  was  feven  Fa¬ 
thom  and  a  half  deep :  But  he  adds,  that  the 
Waterman  allured  him,  that  on  the  other  Side 
before  Baia^  the  Water  was  twenty  fix  Fathom 
deep.  But  as  he  had  not  a  Plummet  long  enough 
to  try  that,  fo  he  believed  a  good  deal  ought  to 
be  abated  ;  for  the  Waterman  had  allured  him, 
that  the  Water  was  ten  Fathom  deep  on  the 
Puzzuolo  Side,  tho%  upon  Trial,  he  found  it 
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was  only  feven  and  a  half :  And  by  this  Meafure 
one  may  fuppofe  that  the  Water  is  twenty  Fa¬ 
thom  deep  on  the  other  Side.  So  that  it  is  one 
of  the  moil  aftonifhing  Things  that  one  can 
think  of,  that  Pillars  of  Brick  could  have  been 
built  in  fuch  a  Depth  of  Water. 

This  I  cannot  believe,  but  it  is  certainly  fo 
deep,  that  one  can  fcarce  imagine  how  it  was 
poffible  to  build  in  fuch  a  Depth  ;  and  for  the 
carrying  off*  of  the  Sea,  that  feems  yet  more 
impoflible.  It  is  a  noble  Monument  of  the  pro- 
fufe  and  extravagant  Expence  of  a  brutal  Ty¬ 
rant,  who  made  one  of  the  vafteft  Bridges  that 
ever  was  attempted,  over  three  or  four  Miles  of 
Sea,  merely  to  facrifice  fo  great  a  Treafure  to 
his  Vanity.  As  for  Mgrippfha’ sToMb,  it  is  no 
great  Matter,  only  the  Bas  Reliefs  are  yet  en¬ 
tire.  The  marvellous  Fifh-pond  is  a  great  Bafin 
of  Water,  wrought  like  a  huge  Temple,  {land¬ 
ing  upon  eight  and  forty  great  Pillars,  all  hew’d 
out  of  the  Rock,  and  they  are  laid  over  with 
four  Crufts  of  the  old  Plaifter,  which  is  now  as 
hard  as  Stone.  This  is  believed  to  be  a  Work 
of  Nero's.  And  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from 
thence,  there  is  another  vaftWork,  which  go- 
eth  into  a  Rock,  but  at  the  Entrance  there  is  a 
noble  Portico  built  of  Pillars  of  Brick  ;  and  as 
one  enters  into  the  Rock,  he  finds  a  great  many 
Rooms  regularly  fhaped,  hewed  out  of  the 
Rock,  and  all  covered  over  with  Plaifter,  which 
is  ftill  entire,  and  fo  white,  that  one  can  hardly 
think  that  it  hath  not  been  wafhed  over  fince 
it  was  firft  made.  There  are  a  vaft  Number  of 
thofe  Rooms  5  they  are  fard  to  be  a  hundred, 
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from  whence  this  Cave  carrieth  the  Name  of  the 


Centum  Camera .  This  hath  been  as  expenfive  a 


Work  as  it  is  ufelefs.  It  is  entitled  to  Nero ,  and 
here  they  fay  he  kept  his  Prifoners.  But  there 
is  nothing  in  all  this  Bay  that  is  both  fo  curious 
and  fo  ufeful  as  the  Baths,  which  feem  to  flow 


of  thde 
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makes  fome  Fountains  there  to  be  boiling  hot,  fo 
it  fends  up  a  Steam  thro’  the  Rock,  that  doth  not 
break  thro’  the  Pores  of  the  Stone  where  it  is 
hard,  but  where  the  Rock  is  foft  and  fpungy, 
there  the  Steams  come  thro’  with  fo  melting  a 
Heat,  that  a  Man  is  foon,  as  it  were,  diflolved 
in  Sweat :  But  if  he  ftoops  low  in  the  Paflages 
that  are  cut  in  the  Rock,  he  finds  no  Heat,  be- 
caufe  there  the  Rock  is  hard.  Thofe  Steams,  as 
they  are  all  hot,  fo  they  are  impregnated  with 
fuch  Minerals  as  they  find  in  their  way  thro’  the 
Rock ;  and  near  this  Bath  there  are  Galleries 
hewed  out  of  the  Rock,  and  faced  with  a  Build¬ 
ing,  in  which  there  are,  as  it  were,  Bedfteads 
made  in  the  Walls,  upon  which  thofe  that  come 
thither  to  fweat  for  their  Health,  lay  their  Quilts 
and  Bed-cloaths,  and  fo  come  regularly  out  of 
their  Sweats. 

It  is  certain,  that  a  Man  can  no  where  pafs  a 
Day  of  his  Life,  both  with  fo  much  Pleafure, 
and  with  fuch  Advantage  as  he  finds  in  this 
Journey  to  Puzzuolo ,  and  all  along  the  Bay. 
But  tho’  anciently  this  was  all  fo  well  built,  fo 
peopled,  and  fo  beautifully  laid  out ;  yet  no 
where  doth  one  fee  more  vifibly  what  a  Change 
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Time  brings  upon  all  Places :  For  Naples  hath 
fo  entirely  eat  out  this  Place,  and  drawn  its  In¬ 
habitants  to  it,  that  as  Puzzuolo  itfelf  is  but  a 
fmall  Village,  fo  there  is  now  na  other  in  all  this 
Bay,  which  was  anciently  built  alinoft  all  round  ; 
for  there  were  feven  big  Towns  upon  it.  Having 
thus  told  you.  what  J  found  mold  confide  rab?c  in 
Naples,  I  cannot  pafs  by  that  noble  Remnant  of 
the  Via  Apple:  ^  that  runs  Jong  thirty  Miles  of 
the  Way  between  it  and  Rome ,  without  making 
fome  mention  of  it.  This  Highway  is  twelve 
Foot  broad,  all  made  of  huge  Stones,  moft  of 
them  blue,  and  they  are  generally  a  Foot  and 
half  large  on  all  Sides.  The  Strength  of  this 
Caufeway  appears  in  its  long  Duration  ;  for  it 
hath  lafted  above  eighteen  hundred  Years,  and 
is  in  moft  Places,  for  feveral  Miles  together,  as 
entire  as  when  it  was  firft  made  :  And  the  many 
Botches  that  have  been  made  in  mending  fuch 
Places  as  have  been  worn  out  by  Time,  fhews  a 
very  vifible  Difference  between  the  ancient  and 
the  modern  way  of  Paving.  One  Thing  feems 
ftrange,  that  the  Way  is  level  with  the  Earth  on 
both  Sides:  Whereas  fo  much  Weight  as  thofe 
Stones  carry,  fhould  have  funk  the  Ground  un¬ 
der  them  by  its  Preffure.  Befides,  that  the  Earth, 
efpecially  in  low  Grounds,  receives  a  conftant 
Increafe  chiefly  by  the  Duft  which  the  Winds  or 
Brooks  carry  down  from  the  Hills  ;  both  which 
Reafons  fhould  make  a  more  fenfible  Difference 
between  thofe  W ays  and  the  Soil  on  both  Sides  : 
And  this  makes  me  apt  to  believe,  that  anciently 
thofe  Ways  were  a  little  raifed  above  the  Level 
of  the  Ground,  and  that  a  Courfe  of  fo  many 
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Ages  Ii  e,  now  brought  them  to  an  Equality. 
Thofe  eV  ays  were  chiefly  made  for  fuch  as  go  on 
Foot ;  For  as  nothing  is  more  pleafant  than  to 
v.  a  Ik.  along  them,  fo  nothing  more  inconvenient 
j  or  rlorles  and  all  forts  of  Carriage  ;  and  indeed 
Jl4ules  are  the  only  Beafts  of  Burthen  that  can 
hold  out  long  in  this  Road,  which  beat  all  Hor- 
fes,  after  they  have  gone  it  a  little  while.  There 
are  feveral  Remains  of  Roman  Antiquities  at  the 
Mole  of  Cajeta ;  but  the  Ifle  of  Caprea ,  now 
called  Crapa,  which  is  a  little  way  into  the  Sea 
off  from  Naples,  gave  me  a  Arrange  Idea  of  77- 
berius’ s  Reign  ;  fince  it  is  hard  to  tell,  whether 
it  was  more  extraordinary,  to  fee  a  Prince  aban- 
don  the  beft:  Seats  and  Palaces  of  Italy ,  and  fhut 
himfelf  up  in  a  little  Ifland,  in  which  I  was  told 
there,  was  a  Tradition  of  feven  little  Palaces  that 
he  built  in  it  or  to  fee  fo  vaft  a  Body  as  the  Ro- 
man  Empire,  fo  governed  by  fuch  a  tyrannical 
Prince,  at  fuch  a  Diftance  from  the  chief  Seat, 
fo  that  all  might  have  been  reverfed  long  before 
the  News  of  it  could  have  been  brought  to  him. 
And  as  there  is  nothing  more  wonderful  in  Sto¬ 
ry,  than  to  fee  fo  vaft  a  State,  that  had  fo  great 
a  Senfe  of  Liberty,  fubdued  by  fo  brutal,  and  fo 
voluptuous  a  Man  as  Anthony ,  and  fo  raw  a 
Youth  as  Augujlus ;  fo  the  Wonder  is  much  im¬ 
proved,  when  we  fee  a  Prince,  at  a  hundred  and 
fifty  Miles  diftance,  ftiut  up  in  an  Ifland,  carry 
the  Reins  of  fo  great  a  Body  in  his  Hand,  and 
turn  it  which  Way  hepleafed. 

But  now  I  come  to  Ro?ne ,  which  as  it  was 
once  the  Emprefs  of  the  World  in  a  Succeflion 
of  many  Ages,  fo  it  hath  in  it  at  prefent  more 
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curious  Things  to  entertain  the  Attention  e 
Traveller,  than  any  other  Place  in  Europe,  Q:i 
the  fide  of  Tufcany ,  the  Entry  into  Rome  ia  ve 
furprizing  to  Strangers  ;  for  one  cometh  '4or  > 
for  a  great  many  Miles  upon  the  Remains  of  ti  e 
Via  Flaminia^  which  is  not  indeed  fo  entire 
the  Via  Jppia  ;  yet  there  is  enough  left  to  raife 
a  juft  Idea  of  the  Roman  Greatnefs,  who  laid 
fuch  Caufeways  all  Italy  over.  And  within  the 
Gate  of  the  Porta  di  Populo  there  is  a  noble  O- 
belifk,  a  vaft  Fountain,  two  fine  little  Churches, 
like  two  T wins,  refembling  one  another,  as  well 
as  placed  near  one  another,  and  on  feveral  hands 
one  fees  a  long  Vijla  of  Streets.  There  is  not 
a  Town  in  thefe  Parts  of  the  World  where  the 
Churches,  Convents,  and  Palaces  are  fo  noble, 
and  where  the  other  Buildings  are  fo  mean  ; 
which  indeed  di-fcovers  very  vifibly  the  Mifery 
under  which  the  Romans  groan.  The  Churches 
of  Rome  are  fo  well  known,  that  I  will  not  ad» 
venture  on  any  Defcription  of  them  ;  and  indeed 
I  had  too  tranfient  a  View  of  them,  to  make  it 
with  that  Degree  of  Exa&nefs  which  the  Subject 
requires :  St.  Peter's  alone  would  make  a  long 
Letter,  not  to  fay  a  big  Book  ;  its  Length, 
Height,  and  Breadth  are  all  fo  exactly  propor¬ 
tioned,  and  the  Eye  is  fo  equally  poftefTed  with 
all  thefe,  that  the  whole  upon  the  firft  View  doth 
not  appear  fo  vaft  as  it  is  found  to  be  upon  a  more 
particular  Attention;  and  as  the  four  Pillars, 
upon  which  the  Cupola  rifes,  are  of  fuch  a  pro¬ 
digious  Bignefs,  that  one  would  think  they  were 
ftrong  enough  to  bear  any  Superftrudlure  what- 
foever;  fo  when  one  climbs  up  to  the  top  of 
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that  faft  Height,  he  wonders  what  Foundation 
can  bear  fo  huge  a  Weight ;  for  as  the  Church  is 
of  a  vaft  Height,  fo  the  Cupola  rifes  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifteen  large  Steps  above  the  Roof  of  the 
Church.  In  the  Height  of  the  Concave  of  this 
Cupola  there  is  a  Reprefentation,  that  tho’  it 
can  hardly  be  feen  from  the  Floor  below,  unlefs 
one  hath  a  good  Sight,  and  fo  it  doth  not  per¬ 
haps  give  much  Scandal,  yet  it  is  a  grofs  Indi¬ 
cation  of  the  Idolatry  of  that  Church  ;  for  the 
Divinity  is  there  pidfured  as  an  ancient  Man 
compafled  about  with  Angels.  I  will  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  the  great  Altar,  of  the  Chair  of  St. 
Peter ,  of  the  great  Tombs,  of  which  the  three 
chief  are  Paul  III.  Urban  VIII.  and  Alexander 
VII.  nor  of  the  vaft  Vaults  under  this  Church, 
and  the  Remains  of  Antiquity  that  are  referved 
in  them  ;  nor  will  I  undertake  a  Defcription  of 
the  adjoining  Palace,  where  the  Painting  of  the 
Corridor /,  and  of  many  of  the  Rooms  by  Ra¬ 
phael  and  Michael  Angelo  are  fo  rich,  that  one  is 
forry  to  fee  a  Work  of  that  Value  laid  on  Fref- 
co ,  and  which  muft  by  Confequence  wear  out 
too  foon,  as  in  feveral  Places  Ts  aloioft  quite 
loll  already.  I  could  not  but  obferve  in  the  Sala 
Regia ,  that  is  before  the  famous  Chapel  of  Sijio 
V,  and  that  is  all  painted  in  Frefco ,  one  Corner 
that  reprefents  the  Murther  of  the  renowned 
Admiral  Chajlillon ,  and  that  hath  written  under 
it  thefe  Words,  Rex  Colinii  necem  probat.  The 
vaft  Length  of  the  Gallery  on  one  fide,  and  of 
the  Library  on  another,  do  furprize  one.  The 
Gardens  have  many  Statues  of  a  moil  excdlive 
Value,  and  fome  good  Fountains  3  but  the  Gar- 
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dens  are  ill  maintained  both  here  and  in  the  Palace 
of  the  ghiirinaL  And  indeed,  in  moft  of  the 
Palaces  of  Rome ,  if  there  were  but  a  fmall  Coft 
laid  out  to  keep  all  in  good  Cafe,  that  is  brought 
together  at  fo  vaft  a  Charge,  they  would  make 
another  fort  of  Shew,  and  be  looked  at  with 
much  more  Pleafure.  In  the  Apartments  of 
Rome  there  are  a  great  many  Things  that  offend 
the  Sight ;  the  Doors  are  generally  mean,  and 
the  Locks  meaner,  except  in  the  Palace  of  Prince 
Borghefe ;  where,  as  there  is  the  vafteft  Collec¬ 
tion  of  the  beft  Pieces,  and  of  the  Hands  of  the 
greateft  Mafters  that  are  in  all  Europe  j  fo  the 
Doors  and  Locks  give  not  that  Diftafte  to  the 
Eye  that  one  finds  elfewhere.  The  Flooring  of 
the  Palace  is  all  of  Brick,  which  is  fo  very  mean, 
that  one  fees  the  Difproportion  that  is  between 
the  Floors  and  the  reft  of  the  Room,  not  with¬ 
out  a  fenfible  Perception  and  Diflike.  It  is  true, 
they  fay  their  Air  is  fo  cold  and  moift  in  Winter, 
that  they  cannot  pave  with  Marble  ;  and  the  Heat 
is  fometimes  fo  great  in  Summer,  that  a  Flooring 
of  Wood  would  crack  with  Heat,  as  well  as  be 
eat  up  by  the  Vermin  that  would  neftle  in  it  : 
But  if  they  kept  in  their  great  Palaces  Servants 
to  waih  their  Floors  with  that  Care  that  is  ufed 
in  Holland ,  where  the  Air  is  moifter,  and  the 
Climate  more  productive  of  Vermin,  they  would 
not  find  fuch  EffeCts  from  wooden  Floors  as  they 
pretend.  In  a  Word,  there  are  none  that  lay 
out  fo  much  Wealth  all  at  once  as  th c  Italians 
do  upon  building  and  ftnifhing  of  their  Palaces 
and  Gardens,  and  that  afterwards  bcftow  fo  lit¬ 
tle  on  the  prefcrving  of  them.  Another  Thing 
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I  obferved  in  their  Palaces  :  There  is  indeed  a 
great  Series  of  Noble  Rooms  one  within  ano¬ 
ther,  of  which  their  Apartments  are  compofed  ; 
but  I  did  not  find  at  the  End  of  the  Apartments, 
where  the  Bed-chamber  is,  fuch  a  Difpofition  of 
Rooms  for  Back- Stairs,  Drefiing-Rooms,  Clo- 
fets,  Servants-Rooms,  and  other  Conveniences 
as  are  necefiary  for  accommodating  the  Apart¬ 
ment.  It  is  true,  this  is  not  fo  necefiary  for  an 
Apartment  of  State,  in  which  Magnificence  is 
more  confider’d  than  Convenience 5  but  I  found 
the  fame  Want  in  thofe  Apartments  in  which 
they  lodged  ;  fo  that  notwithftanding  all  the 
Riches  of  their  Palaces,  it  cannot  be  faid  that 
they  are  well  lodged  in  them  :  And  their  Gar¬ 
dens  are  yet  lefs  underftood,  and  worfe  kept  than 
their  Palaces.  It  is  true,  the  Villa  Borgbefe 
ought  to  be  excepted,  where,  as  there  is  a  pro¬ 
digious  Collection  of  Bas  Reliefs ,  with  which 
the  W alls  are  as  it  were  covered  all  over,  that 
are  of  a  vaft  Value;  fo  the  Statues  within,  of 
which  fome  are  of  Porphyry,  and  others  of 
Touchftone,  are  amazing  Things.  The  whole 
Ground  of  this  Park,  which  is  about  three  Miles 
in  Compafs,  and  in  which  there  are  fix  or  feven 
Lodges,  are  laid  out  fo  fweetly,  that  1  thought  1 
was  in  an  Englijh  Park  when  I  walked  over  it. 
The  Villa  Pamphilia  is  better  fituated,  upon  a 
higher  Ground,  and  hath  more  Water- Works, 
and  twice  the  Extent  of  the  other  in  Soil  ;  but 
neither  doth  the  Houfe  nor  Statues  approach  to 
the  Riches  of  the  other,  nor  are  the  Ground  fo 
well  laid  out,  nor  fo  well  kept.  But  for  the 
Furniture  of  the  Palaces  of  Romey  the  Publick 
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Apartments  are  all  covered  over  with  PiClures ; 
and  as  for  thofe  Apartments  in  which  they  lodge, 
they  are  generally  furnifhed  either  with  red  Vel¬ 
vet  or  red  Damafk,  with  a  broad  Gold  Galloon 
at  every  Breadth  of  the  Stuff,  and  a  Gold  Fringe 
at  Top  and  Bottom  ,  but  there  is  very  little  Ta- 
peftry  in  Italy. 

I  have  been  carried  into  all  this  Digreflion, 
from  the  general  View  that  I  was  giving  you  of 
the  Pope’s  Palace.  I  named  one  Part  of  it, 
which  will  engage  me  into  a  new  Digreffion,  as 
it  well  deferves  one,  and  that  is,  the  Library  of 
the  Vatican  :  The  Cafe  is  great,  but  that  which 
is  lodged  in  it  is  much  greater  ;  for  here  is  a  Col¬ 
lection  of  Books  that  filleth  a  Man’s  Eye  ;  There 
is  firfl  a  great  Hall,  and  at  the  bind  of  it  there 
runs  out  on  both  Sides  two  Galleries  of  fo  vaft  a 
Length,  that  tho’  the  Half  of  them  is  already 
furnifhed  with  Books,  yet  one  would  hope,  that 
there  is  Room  left  for  more  new  Books  than  the 
World  will  ever  produce.  1'he  Heidelberg  Li¬ 
brary  ffands  by  itfelf,  and  filleth  one  Side  of  the 
Gallery,  as  the  Duke  of  Ur  bird  s  Library  of 
Manuscripts  filleth  the  other.  But  tho’  thefe 
laft  are  very  fair  and  beautiful,  yet  they  are  not 
of  fuch  Antiquity  as  thofe  of  Heidelberg .  When 
it  appeared  that  I  was  come  from  England , 
King  Henry  V  ill’s  Book  of  the  Seven  Sacra - 
merits ,  with  an  Inscription  writ  upon  it  with  hisown 
Hand  to  Pope  Leo  X.  was  fhewed  me,  together 
with  a  Collection  of  fome  Letters  that  he  writ 
to  Anna  BuTlen,  of  which  fome  are  in  Englijh 
and  fome  in  French  :  I,  that  knew  his  Hand 
well,  faw  clearly  that  they  were  no  Forgeries. 
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There  are  not  many  Latin  Manufcripts  of  great 
-  Antiquity  in  this  Library  ;  fome  few  of  Virgil9 s 
I  faw  writ  in  Capitals.  But  that  which  took  up 
almoff  Half  of  one  Day  that  I  fpent  at  one  time 
in  this  Place,  related  to  the  prefent  Difpute 
which  is  on  foot  between  Mr,  Schelflrat  the  Li¬ 
brary-Keeper,  and  Mr.  Maimbourg ,  concerning 
the  Council  of  Conjlance .  The  two  Points  in 
Debate  are  the  Words  of  the  Decree  made  in 
the  fourth  Seffion,  and  the  Pope’s  Confirmation. 
In  the  fourth  Seffion  according  to  the  French 
Manufcripts,  a  Decree  was  made,  fubjecting  the 
Pope,  and  all  other  Perfons  whatfoever,  to  the 
Authority  of  the  Council,  and  to  the  Decrees  it 
was  to  make,  and  to  the  Reformation  it  intend¬ 
ed  to  eftablifh  both  in  the  Plead  and  the  Mem¬ 
bers  ;  which,  as  it  implies  that  the  Plead  was 
corrupted,  and  needed  to  be  reformed,  fo  it  fets 
the  Council  fo  diredfly  above  the  Pope,  that  this 
Seffion  being  confirmed  by  the  Pope,  putteth 
thofe  who  affiert  the  Pope’s  Infallibility  to  no 
fmall  Straits  :  For  if  Pope  Martin ,  that  approved 
this  Decree  was  infallible,  then  this  Decree  is 
good  {fill  3  and  if  he  was  not  infallible,  no  other 
Pope  was  infallible.  To  all  this  Schelflrat  a n- 
fwers  from  his  Manufcripts,  that  the  Words  of 
a  Reformation  in  Head  and  Members  are  not  in 
the  Decree  of  that  Seffion  \  and  he  did  fhew  me 
feveral  Manufcripts,  of  which  two  were  evident¬ 
ly  writ  during  the  Sitting  of  the  Council,  and 
were  not  at  all  dafhed,  in  which  thefe  Words 
were  not.  I  know  the  Pland  and  Way  of  Wri¬ 
ting  of  that  Age  too  well  to  be  eafily  miftaken  in 
my  Judgment  concerning  thofe  Manufcripts  : 
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But  if  thofe  Words  are  wanting,  there  are  other 
Words  in  them  that  feem  to  be  much  Wronger 
for  the  Superiority'  of  the  Council  above  that 
Pope  ;  for  it  is  decreed,  that  Popes  and  all  other 
Per  fans  were  bound  to  fubmit  to  the  Decifions  of 
the  Council ,  as  to  Faith  ;  which  Words  were  not 
in  the  French  Manufcripts  :  Upon  this  I  told 
Mr.  Scheljlrat ,  that  I  thought  the  Words  in 
thefe  Manufcripts  were  ftronger  than  the  other  ; 
lince  the  Word  Reformation ,  as  it  was  ufed  in 
the  Time  of  that  Council,  belonged  chiefly  to 
the  cor  redding  of  Abufes,  it  being  often  applied 
to  the  Regulations  that  were  made  in  the  Mona- 
Hick  Orders,  when  they  were  brought  to  a  more 
exadd  Obfervation  of  the  Rules  of  their  Order  : 
So  tho’  the  Council  had  decreed  a  Reformation 
both  of  Head  and  Members,  I  do  not  fee  that 
this  would  import  more,  than  that  the  Papacy 
had  fallen  into  fome  Diforders  that  needed  a  Re¬ 
formation  ;  and  this  is  not  denied  even  by  thofe 
who  affert  the  Pope’s  Infallibility.  But  a  Sub- 
miflion  to  Points  of  Faith,  that  is  exprefly  af¬ 
fected  in  the  Roman  Manufcripts,  is  a  much 
more  pofitive  Evidence  againft  the  Pope’s  Infal¬ 
libility  ;  and  the  Word  Faith  is  not  capable  of 
fo  large  a  Senfe,  as  may  he  juflly  afcribed  to  Re¬ 
formation.  But  this  Difference  in  fo  main  a 
Point,  between  Manufcripts  concerning  fo  late 
a  Tranfadtion,  gave  me  an  Occafion  to  refledl 
on  the  vaft  Uncertainty  of  Tradition,  efpecially 
of  Matters  that  are  at  a  great  Diffance  from  us  ; 
when  thofe  that  were  fo  lately  tranfadled,  are  fo 
differently  reprefented  in  Manufcripts,  and  in 
which  both  thofe  of  Paris  and  Rome  feem  to 
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carry  all  poffible  Evidences  of  Sincerity.  As 
for  the  Pope’s  Confirmation  of  that  Decree,  it 
is  true,  by  a  general  Bull  Pope  Martin  confirmed 
the  Council  of  Conflance  to  fuch  a  Period  ;  but 
befides  that,  he  made  a  particular  Bull,  as  Schel- 
ftrat  allured  me,  in  which  he  enumerated  all  the 
Decrees  that  he  confirmed,  and  among  thofe, 
this  Decree  concerning  the  Superiority  of  the 
Council  is  not  named.  This  feemed  to  be  of 
much  more  Importance,  and  therefore  I  defired 
to  fee  the  Original  of  the  Bull,  for  there  feem  to 
be  juft  Reafons  to  apprehend  a  Forgery  here  : 
He  promifed  to  do  his  Endeavour,  tho’  he  told 
me  that  would  not  be  eafy,  for  the  Bulls  were 
ftridlly  kept  \  and  the  next  Day  when  I  caifie 
hoping  to  fee  it,*  I  could  not  be  admitted  ;  but 
he  allured  me,  that  if  that  had  not  been  the  laft 
Day  of  my  Stay  at  Rome ,  he  would  have  procu¬ 
red  a  Warrant  for  my  feeing  the  Original :  So 
this  is  all  I  can  fay  as  to  the  Authenticalnefs  of 
that  Bull.  But  fuppofing  it  to  be  genuine,  I 
could  not  agree  with  Mr.  Scheljirat ,  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  Bull  of  Confirmation  ought  to  be  limited 
to  the  other  that  enumerates  the  particular  De¬ 
crees  :  For  fince  that  particular  Bull  was  never 
difcover’d  till  he  found  it  out,  it  feems  it  was 
fecretly  made,  and  did  not  pafs  according  to  the 
Forms  of  the  Confiftory,  and  was  a  fraudulent 
Thing,  of  which  no  Noife  was  to  be  made  in 
that  Age  ;  and  therefore  in  all  the  Difpute  that 
followed  in  the  Council  of  Bafil^  between  the 
Pope  and  the  Council  upon  this  very  Point,  no 
Mention  was  ever  made  of  it  by  either  Side  ; 
and  thus  it  can  have  no  Force,  unlefs  it  be  to  dif- 
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cover  the  Artifices  and  Fraud  of  that  Court : 
That  at  the  fame  time  in  which  the  Neceffity  of 
their  Affairs  obliged  the  Pope  to  confirm  the  De¬ 
crees  of  the  Council,  he  contrived  a  fecret  Bull, 
which  in  another  Age  might  be  made  ufe  of  to 
weaken  the  Authority  of  the  general  Confirma¬ 
tion  that  he  gave  $  and  therefore  a  Bull  that  doth 
not  pais  in  due  Form,  and  is  not  promulgated, 
is  of  no  Authority,  and  fo  this  pretended  Bull 
cannot  limit  the  other  Bull.  There  were  fame 
other  Things  relating  to  this  Debate,  that  were 
fhewed  me  by  Mr.  Schel/lrat  ;  but  thefe  being 
the  mod  important,  I  mention  them  only.  I 
will  not  give  you  here  a  large  Account  of  the 
learned  Men  at  Rome  ;  Bellori  is  defervedly  fa¬ 
mous  for  his  Knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Egyp¬ 
tian  Antiquities,  and  for  all  that  belongs  to  the 
Mythologies  and  Superftitions  of  the  Heathens, 
and  hath  a  Clofet  richly  furnifhed  with  Things 
relating  to  thofe  Matters.  Fabretti  is  judly  ce¬ 
lebrated  for  his  underffanding  of  the  old  Roman 
Architecture  and  Fabricks.  Padre  Fabri  is  the 
chief  Honour  of  the  jbefuits  College,  and  is 
much  above  the  common  Rate  both  for  Philofa- 
phy,  Mathematicks,  and  Church-Hidory.  And 
he  to  whom  I  was  the  mod  obliged.  Abbot  Na¬ 
zar  hath  fo  general  a  View  of  the  feveral  Parts 
of  Learning,  tho’  he  hath  chiefly  applied  himfelf 
to  Phiiofophy  and  Mathematicks,  and  is  a  Man 
of  fo  engaging  a  Civility,  and  ufed  me  in  fo  par¬ 
ticular  a  Manner,  that  I  owe  him,  as  well  as 
thofe  others  whom  I  have  mentioned,  and  whom 
I  had  the  Honour  to  fee,  all  the  Acknowledg¬ 
ments 
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ments  of  Efteem  and  Gratitude  that  I  can  poffi- 
foly  make  them. 

One  fees  in  Cardinal  d’  EJlree  all  the  Advanta¬ 
ges  of  a  high  Birth,  great  Parts,  a  generous  Ci¬ 
vility,  and  a  Meafure  of  Knowledge  far  above 
what  can  be  expected  from  a  Perfon  of  his  Rank  : 
But  as  he  gave  a  noble  Protection  to  one  of  the 
moil  learned  Men  that  this  Age  hath  produced, 
Mr.  Launoy ,  who  lived  many  Years  with  him, 
fo  it  is  vifible,  that  he  made  a  great  Progrefs  by 
the  Converfation  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Perfon  : 
And  as  for  Theological  Learning,  there  is  now 
none  of  the  College  equal  to  him.  Cardinal 
Howard  is  too  well  known  in  England ,  to  need 
any  Character  from  me.  The  Elevation  of  his 
prefent  Condition  hath  not  in  the  leaf!  changed 
him  :  He  hath  all  the  Sweetnefs  and  Gentlenefs 
of  Temper  that  we  fawTn  him  in  England ,  and 
he  retains  the  unaffeCted  Simplicity  and  Humility 
of  a  Friar,  amidft  all  the  Dignity  of  the  Purple, 
And  as  he  fheweth  all  the  generous  Care  and 
Concern  for  his  Countrymen  that  they  can  ex- 
pe£l  from  him  ;  fo  I  met  with  fo  much  of  it,  in 
fo  many  obliging  Marks  of  his  Goodnefs  to  my- 
felf,  that  went  far  beyond  a  common  Civility, 
that  I  cannot  enough  acknowledge  it.  I  was 
told,  the  Pope’s  ConfefTor  was  a  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  Man  for  the  Oriental  Learning,  which  is 
but  little  known  in  Rome ,  Ide  is  a  Maftfcr  of 
the  Arabick  Tongue,  and  hath  writ,  as  Abbot 
Nazari  told  me,  the  mod  learned  Book  againft 
the  Mahometan  Religion,  that  the  World  hath 
yet  feen,  but  is  not  yet  printed,  He  is  not  fo 
much  efteemed  in  Rome ,  as  he  would  be  elfc-* 
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where ;  for  his  Learning  is  not  in  vogue  :  And 
the  School  Divinity,  and  Cafuiftical  Learning, 
being  that  for  which  Divines  are  moft  efleemed 
there,  he  whofe  Studies  lead  him  another  way  is 
not  fo  much  valued  as  he  ought  to  be.  And 
perhaps  the  fmall  Account  that  the  Pope  makes 
of  learned  Men  turns  fomewbat  upon  the  Con- 
feffor )  for  it  is  certain,  that  this  is  a  Reign  in 
which  Learning  is  very  little  encouraged. 

LTpon  the  general  Contempt  that  all  the  Ro¬ 
wans  have,  for  the  prefent  Pontificate,  one  made 
a  pleafant  Reflection  to  me.  He  faid,  thofe  Popes 
that  intended  to  raife  their  Families,  as  they  faw 
the  Cenfure  that  this  brought  upon  them,  fo 
they  ftudied  to  lefien  it  by  other  Things  that 
might  foften  the  Spirits  of  the  People.  No 
Man  did  more  for  beautifying  Rome ,  for  finifh- 
ing  St.  Peter's  and  the  Library,  and  for  furnifh- 
?ng  Rome  with  Water,  than  Pope  Paul  V.  thos 
at  the  fame  Time  he  did  not  forget  his  Family. 
And  tho’  the  other  Popes,  that  have  raifed  great 
Families,  have  not  done  this  to  fo  eminent  a 
Degree  as  he  did,  yet  there  are  many  Remains 
of  their  Magnificence  :  "Whereas  thofe  Popes 
that  have  not  raifed  Families,  have,  it  feems, 
thought  that  alone  was  enough  to  maintain  their 
Reputation,  and  fo  they  have  not  done  much, 
either  to  recommend  their  Government  to  their 
Subjeds,  or  their  Reign  to  Pofterity.  And  it  is 
very  plain,  that  the  prefent  Pope  taketh  no  Care 
of  this.  His  Life  hath  been  certainly  very  inno¬ 
cent,  and  free  from  all  thofe  publick  Scandals 
that  make  a'Noife  in  the  World:  And  there  is, 
at  prefent,  a  Regularity  in  Rome ,  that  deferveth 
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great  Commendation  ;  for  publick  Vices  are  not 
to  be  feen  there.  His  perfonal  Sobriety  is  alfo 
finguiar.  One  allured  me,  that  the  Expence  of 
his  Table  did  not  amount  to  a  Crown  a  Day  ; 
tho’  this  is  indeed  fhort  of  Sijlo  V.  who  gave 
Order  to  his  Steward,  never  to  exceed  live  and 
twenty  Bajokes ,  that  is,  eighteen  Pence  a  Day 
for  his  Diet.  The  Pope  is  very  careful  of  his 
Health,  and  doth  never  expofe  it ;  for,  upon  the 
lead:  Diforder,  he  (huts  himfelf  up  in  his  Cham- 
ber,  and  often  keepeth  his  Bed,  for  the  lead:  In- 
difpofition,  many  Days  :  But  his  Government  is 
fevere,  and  his  Subjects  are  ruined. 

And  here  one  Thing  cometh  into  my  Mind, 
which  perhaps  is  not  ill  grounded,  that  the  Po¬ 
verty  of  a  Nation  not  only  difpeoples  it,  by 
driving  the  People  out  of  it,  but  by  weakening 
the  natural  Fertility  of  the  Subjects  :  For  as 
Men  and  Women  well  cloathed,  and  well  fed, 
that  are  not  exhaufted  with  perpetual  Labour, 
and  with  the  tearing  Anxieties  that  Want  brings 
with1  it,  mud:  be  more  lively  than  thofe  that  are 
preded  with  Want ;  fo  it  is  very  likely,  that  the 
one  mud:  be  much  more  difpofed  to  propagate 
than  the  other.  And  this  appeared  more  evident 
to  me,  when  I  compared  the  Fruitfulnefs  of  Ge¬ 
neva  and  Switzerland  with  the  Barrennefs  that 
reigns  over  all  Italy.  I  faw  two  extraordinary 
Inftances  of  the  copious  Productions  of  Geneva. 
Mr.  Troncbin ,  that  was  ProfelTor  of  Divinity, 
and  Father  to  the  judicious  and  worthy  ProfelTor 
of  the  fame  Nacpe  that  is  now  there,  died  at  the 
Age  of  feventy  fix  Years,  and  had  a  hundred  and 
fifteen  Perfons  all  alive,  that  had  either  defcend- 
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ed  from  him,  or  by  Marriage  with  thofe  that  de¬ 
scended  from  him,  called  him  Father.  And  Mr. 
Calendrin ,  a  pious  and  laborious  Preacher  of  that 
Town,  that  is  defcended  from  the  Family  of  the 
Calendrini ,  who  receiving  the  Reformation  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty  Years  ago,  left  Lucca  their 
native  City,  with  the  Turretini ,  the  Diodati ,  and 
the  Bourlamachi ,  and  fome  others  that  came  and 
fettled  at  Geneva  :  He  is  now  but  feven  and  for¬ 
ty  Years  old,  and  yet  he  hath  a  hundred  and  five 
Perfons  that  are  defcended  of  his  Brothers  and 
Sifters,  or  married  to  them.  So  that,  if  he 
liveth  but  to  eighty,  and  the  Family  multiplieth 
as  it  hath  done,  he  may  fee  fome  hundreds  that 
will  be  in  the  fame  Relation  to  him  :  But  fuch 
Things  as  thefe  are  not  to  be  found  in  Italy . 

There  is  nothing  that  delights  a  Stranger  more 
in  Rome,  than  to  fee  the  great  Fountains  of  Wa¬ 
ter,  that  are  aim  oft  in  all  the  Corners  of  it. 
That  old  AqueduCt  which  Paul  V.  reftored, 
cometh  from  a  Collection  of  Sources  five  and 
thirty  Miles  diftant  from  Rome ,  that  runs  all  the 
Way  upon  an  AqueduCt  in  a  Canal  that  is 
vaulted,  and  is  liker  a  River  than  a  Fountain. 
It  breaketh  out  in  five  feveral  Fountains,  of 
which  fome  give  Water  about  a  Foot  fquare. 
That  of  Sixtus  V.  the  great  Fountain  of  Aqua 
Travi ,  that  hath  yet  no  Decoration,  but  dif- 
chargeth  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  Water.  The 
udorious  Fountain  in  the  Piazza  Navona ,  that 
hath  an  Air  of  Greatnefs  in  it  that  furprizeth 
one  :  The  Fountain  in  the  Piazza  de  Spagna , 
thofe  before  St.  Peter's,  and  the  Palazzo  Farnefe , 
with  many  others,  furnifti  Rome  fo  plentifully, 
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that  almoft  every  private  Houfe  hath  a  Fountain 
that  runs  continually.  All  thefe,  I  fay,  are  no¬ 
ble  Decorations,  that  carry  an  Ufefulnefs  with 
them  that  cannot  be  enough  commended  ;  and 
give  a  much  greater  Idea  of  thofe  who  have 
taken  Care  to  fupply  this  City  with  one  of  the 
chief  Pleafures  and  Conveniences  of  Life,  than 
of  others,  who  have  laid  out  Millions  merely  to 
bring  Quantities  of  Water  to  give  the  Eye  a  lit¬ 
tle  Diverflon,  which  would  have  been  laid  out 
much  more  nobly  and  ufefully,  and  would  have 
more  effectually  eternized  their  Fame,  if  they 
had  been  employed  as  the  Romans  did  their  Trea- 
fures,  in  furnifhing  great  Towns  with  Water. 

There  is  an  univerfal  Civility  that  reigns 
among  all  forts  of  People  at  Rome ,  which,  in  a 
great  meafure,  flows  from  their  Government  i 
for  every  Man  being  capable  of  all  the  Advance¬ 
ments  of  that  State,  flnce  a  Ample  Eccleflaftick 
may  become  one  of  the  Monfignori ,  and  one  of 
thefe  may  be  a  Cardinal,  and  one  of  thefe  may 
be  chofen  Pope ;  this  makes  every  Man  behave 
himfelf  towards  all  other  Perfons  with  an  ExaCl- 
nefs  of  RefpeCl ;  for  no  Man  knows  what  any 
other  may  grow  to.  But  this  makes  Frofeflions 
of  Efteem  and  Kindnefs  go  fo  promifcuoufly  to 
all  forts  of  Perfons,  that  one  ought  not  to  build 
too  much  on  them.  The  Converfation  of  Rome 
is  generally  upon  News  ;  for  tho’  there  is  no 
News  printed  there,  yet  in  the  feveral  Anti¬ 
chambers  of  the  Cardinals  (where  if  they  make 
any  confiderable  Figure,  there  are  Affemblies  of 
thofe  that  make  their  Court  to  them)  one  is 
fare  to  hear  all  the  News  of  Europe ,  together 
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with  many  Speculations  upon  what  pafleth.  At 
the  Queen  of  Sweden’ s,  all  that  relateth  to  Ger¬ 
many ,  or  the  North,  is  ever  to  be  found ;  and 
that  Princefs,  that  .muft  ever  reign  among  all 
that  have  a  true  Tafte  either  of  Wit  or  Learn¬ 
ing,  hath  ftill  in  her  Drawing-Rooms  the  beft 
Court  of  the  Strangers  :  And  her  Civility,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  vaft  Variety  with  which  fhe  fur- 
nilheth  her  Converfation,  maketh  her  to  be  the 
chief  of  all  the  living  Rarities  that  one  fees  in 
Rome.  I  will  not  ufe  her  own  Words  to  myfelf, 
which  were,  That  Jhe  now  grew  to  he  one  of  the 
Antiquities  of  Rome.  The  Ambaffadors  of 
Crowns,  who  live  here  in  another  Form  than  in 
any  other  Court,  and  the  Cardinals  and  Prelates 
of  the  feveral  Nations,  that  do  all  meet  and  cen¬ 
tre  here,  make,  that  there  is  more  News  in 
Rome  than  any  where  :  ForPriefts,  and  the  Men 
of  religious  Orders,  write  larger,  and  more  par¬ 
ticular  Letters,  than  any  other  fort  of  Men. 
But  fuch  as  apply  themfelves  to  make  their 
Court  here,  are  condemned  to  a  Lofs  of  Time 
that  had  need  be  well  recompenfed,  for  it  is 
very  great.  As  for  one  that  ftudies  Antiquities, 
Pictures,  Statues,  or  Mufick,  there  is  more 
Entertainment  for  him  at  Rome ,  than  in  all  the 
reft  of  Europe  :  But  if  he  hath  not  a  Tafte  of 
thefe  Things,  he  will  foon  be  weary  of  a  Place 
where  the  Converfation  is  always  general,  and 
where  there  is  little  Sincerity  or  Opennefs  pracli- 
fed,  and,  by  Confequence,  where  Friendfhip  is 
little  underftood.  The  Women  here  begin  to 
be  a  little  more  converfable,  tho’  a  Nation  natu¬ 
rally  jealous  will  hardly  allow  a  great  Liberty  in 
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a  City  that  is  compofed  of  Ecclefiafticks,  who 
being  denied  the  Privilege  of  Wives  of  their  own, 
are  fufpe&ed  fometimes  of  being  too  bold  with  the 
Wives  of  others.  The  Liberties  that  were  taken  in 
the  Conftable  of  Naples’s  Palace  had  indeed 
difgufted  the  Roma'ns  much  at  that  Freedom  which 
had  no  Bounds.  But  the  Dutchefs  of  Bracciano , 
that  is  a  Frenchwoman ,  hath,  by  the  Exa&nefs 
of  her  Deportment,  amidft  all  the  innocent 
Freedoms  of  a  noble  Converfation,  recovered, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  Credit  of  thofe  Liberties 
that  Ladies  beyond  the  Mountains  pradfife  with 
all  the  Striifnefs  of  Virtue  :  For  fhe  receiveth 
Vifits  at  publick  Hours,  and  in  publick  Rooms ; 
and  by  the  Livelinefs  of  her  Converfation, 
maketh  that  her  Court  is  the  pleafantefFAfTem- 
bly  of  Strangers,  that  is  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  Palaces  of  the  Italians  at  Rome. 

1  will  not  engage  in  a  Defcription  of  Rome , 
either  ancient  or  modern :  This  hath  been  done 
fo  oft,  and  with  fuch  Exadfnefs,  that  nothing 
can  be  added  to  what  hath  been  already  publifhed. 
It  is  certain,  that  when  one  is  in  the  Capitol , 
and  fees  thofe  poor  Remains  of  what  once  it  was, 
he  is  furprized  to  fee  a  Building  of  fo  great  a 
Fame  funk  fo  low,  that  one  can  fcarce  imagine 
that  it  was  once  a  Caftle  lltuated  upon  a  Hill, 
able  to  hold  out  againft  a  Siege  of  the  Gauls . 
The  Farpeian  Rock  is  now  of  fo  fmall  a  Fall, 
that  a  Man  would  think  it  no  great  Matter,  for 
his  Diverfion,  to  leap  over  it :  And  the  Shape  of 
the  Ground  hath  not  been  fo  much  altered  on  one 
Side,  as  to  make  us  think  it  is  very  much 
changed  on  the  other.  For  Severus’ s  Trium- 
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phal  Arch,  which  is  at  the  Foot  of  the  Hill  on 
the  other  Side,  is  not  now  buried  above  two  Foot 
within  the  Ground,  as  the  vaft  Amphitheatre  of 
Titus  is  not  above  three  Foot  funk  under  theLevel 
of  the  Ground.  Within  the  Capitol  one  fees  many 
noble  Remnants  of  Antiquity  ;  but  none  is  more 
glorious,  as  well  as  moreufeful,  than  the  Tables 
of  their  Confuls,  which  are  upon  the  Walls  ; 
and  the  Infcription  on  the  Columna Rojlrata  in  the 
Time  of  the  firft  Punick  War,  is  without  doubt 
the  moll  valuable  Antiquity  in  Rome.  From  this 
all  along  the  Sacred  Way ,  one  findeth  fuch  Rem¬ 
nants  of  Old  Rome  in  the  Ruins  of  the  Temples, 
in  the  Triumphal  Arches,  in  the  Porticos ,  and 
other  Remains  of  that  glorious  Body  ;  that  as 
one  cannot  fee  thefe  too  often,  fo  every  Time 
one  fees  them,  they  kindle  in  him  vaft  Ideas  of 
that  Republick,  and  make  him  refleCl  on  that 
which  he  learnt  in  his  Youth  with  great  Pleafure. 
From  the  Height  of  the  Convent  of  Araceli ,  a 
Man  hath  a  full  View  of  all  the  Extent  of  Rome , 
but  laterally  it  is  now  Seges  ubi  Roma  fuit ;  for 
the  Parts  of  the  City  that  were  moft  inhabited 
anciently,  are  thofe  that  are  now  laid  in  great 
Gardens,  or,  as  they  call  them,  Vineyards,  of 
which  fome  are  half  a  Mile  in  Compafs.  The 
Vaftnefs  of  the  Roman  Magnificence  and  Luxu¬ 
ry  is  that  which  pafteth  Imagination  :  I  he  pro¬ 
digious  Amphitheatre  of  Titus,  that  could  con¬ 
veniently  receive  eighty  five  thoufand  Spectators  : 
The  great  Extent  of  the  Circus  Maximus  ;  the 
Vaults  where  the  Waters  were  rcferved  that 
furnifhed  Titus’s,  Baths;  and  above  all,  Diocle - 
pan’s  Baths,  tho’  built  when  the  Empire  was  in 
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Its  Decay,  are  To  far  above  all  modern  Buildings, 
that  there  is  not  fo  much  as  Room  for  a  Compa- 
rifon.  The  Extent  of  thofe  Baths  is  above  half 
a  Mile  in  Compafs ;  the  Vaflnefs  of  the  Rooms, 
in  which  the  Bathers  might  fwim,  of  which  the 
Carthufians  Church,  that  yet  remains  entire,  is 
one,  and  the  many  great  Pillars,  all  of  one 
Stone  of  Marble,  beautifully  fpotted,  are  Things 
of  which  thefe  latter  Ages  are  not  capable.  The 
Beauty  of  their  Temples,  and  of  the  Porticos 
before  them,  is  amazing,  chiefly  that  of  the  Ro¬ 
tunda  ,  where  the  Fabrick  without  looketh  as 
mean,  being  only  Brick,  as  the  Architecture  is 
bold  ;  for  it  rifeth  up  in  a  Vault,  and  yet  at  the 
Top  there  is  an  Open  left  of  thirty  Foot  in  Di¬ 
ameter  ;  which,  as  it  is  the  only  Window  of 
the  Church,  fo  it  filleth  it  with  Light,  and  is 
the  hardieft  Piece  ^f  Architecture  that  ever  was 
made.  The  Pillars  of  the  Portico  are  alfo  the 
noblefl  in  Rome  ;  they  are  the  higheif  and  biggeff 
that  one  can  fee  any  where  all  of  one  Stone  : 
And  the  Numbers  of  thofe  ancient  Pillars,  with 
which  not  only  many  of  the  Churches  are  beau¬ 
tified,  chiefly  St.  Mary  Maggiore ,  and  St.  "John 
in  the  Lateran ,  but  with  which  even  private 
Houfes  are  adorned,  and  of  the  Fragments  of 
which  there  are  fuch  Multitudes  in  all  the  Streets 
of  Rome^  giveth  a  great  Idea  of  the  Profufenefs 
of  the  old  Romans  in  their  Buildings  ;  for  the 
hewing-and  fetching  a  few  of  thofe  Pillars  muff 
have  coff  more  than  whole  Palaces  do  now,  fince 
mod  of  them  were  brought  from  Greece.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  thefe  Pillars  are  of  Porphyry ,  others  of 
Jafpy  others  of  granatcd  Marble,  but  the  great- 
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eft  Number  are  of  white  Marble.  The  two  Co¬ 
lumns,  Trajan  s  and  Antonins  the  two  Horfes 
that  are  in  the  Mount  Cavallo ,  and  the  other 
two  Horfes  in  the  Capitol ,  which  have  not  indeed 
the  Poftures  and  Motion  of  the  other ;  the  Brafs 
Horfe  that,  as  is  believed,  carrieth  Marcus  Au¬ 
relius  ;  the  Remains  of  Nero’s  Coloffus  ;  the 
Temple  of  Bacchus  near  the  Catacomb  of  St. 
Agnes ,  which  is  the  entireft  and  the  leaft  altered 
of  all  the  ancient  Temples.  The  great  Tem¬ 
ple  of  Peace ,  thofe  of  the  Sun  and  Moon ,  that 
of  Romulus  and  Rhemus ,  (which  I  confidered  as 
the  ancienteft  Fabrick  that  is  now  left ;  for  it  is 
little  and  fimple,  and  ftandeth  in  fuch  a  Place, 
that  when  Ro?ne  grew  fo  coftly,  it  could  not  have 
been  left  alone  unchanged,  if  it  had  not  been 
that  it  was  reverenced  for  its  Antiquity)  the  ma¬ 
ny  other  Porticos ,  the  Arches  of  Severus,  of  Ti¬ 
tus  and  Conjlantine ,  in  the  laft  of  which  one  fees, 
that  the  Sculpture  of  his  Age  was  much  funk 
from  what  it  had  been,  only  in  the  Top  there 
are  fome  Bas  Relief  >,  that  are  clearly  of  a  much 
aneienter  Time,  and  of  a  better  Manner  :  And 
that  which  exceeded  all  the  reft,  the  many  great 
Aqueducts  that  come  from  all  hands,  and  run 
over  a  vaft  Diftance,  are  Things  which  a  Man 
cannot  fee  oft  enough,  if  he  would  form  in  him- 
felf  a  juft  Idea  of  the  Vaftnefs  of  that  Repub- 
lick,  or  rather  Empire.  There  are  many  Sta¬ 
tues  and  Pillars,  and  other  Antiquities  of  great 
Value,  dug  up  in  all  the  Quarters  of  Rome ,  thefe 
laft  hundred  and  fourfcore  Years,  fince  Pope 
Leo  X’s  Time  ;  who,  as  he  was  the  greateft  Pa- 
Iron  of  Learning  and  Arts,  that  perhaps  ever 
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was,  fo  he  was  the  moft  generous  Prince  that  ever 
reign’d  And  it  was  he  that  fir  ft  fet  on  foot  the 
enquiring  into  the  Riches  of  Old  Rome ,  that  lay, 
till  his  Time,  for  the  moft  part,  hid  under 
Ground.  And  indeed,  if  he  had  been  lefs  fcan- 
dalous  in  his  Impiety  and  Atheifm,  of  which 
neither  he  nor  his  Court  were  fo  much  as  afha- 
med,  he  had  been  one  of  the  moft  celebrated 
Perfons  of  any  Age.  Soon  after  him,  Pope 
Paul  III.  gave  the  Ground  of  the  Monte  Pala - 
tlno  to  his  Family  :  But  I  was  told,  that  this 
large  Piece  of  Ground,  in  which  one  fhould 
look  for  the  greateft  Collection  of  the  Antiqui¬ 
ties  of  the  higheft  Value,  fince  this  is  the  Ruin 
of  the  Palace  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  hath  ne¬ 
ver  been  yet  fearched  into  with  any  ExaCtnefs. 
So  that  when  a  curious  Prince  cometh,  that  is 
willing  to  employ  many  Hands  in  digging  up  and 
down  this  Hill,  we  may  expeCt  new  Scenes  of 
Roman  Antiquities.  But  all  this  Matter  would 
require  Volumes,  and  therefore  I  have  only  na¬ 
med  thefe  Things,  becaufe  I  can  add  nothing  to 
thofe  copious  Defcriptions  that  have  been  fo  oft 
made  of  them.  Nor  will  I  fay  any  Thing  of 
the  modern  Palaces,  or  the  Ornaments  of  them, 
either  in  Pictures  or  Statues,  which  are  Things 
that  carry  one  fo  far,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  give 
Bounds  to  the  Defcriptions  into  which  one  find- 
eth  himfelf  carried,  when  he  once  enters  upon 
fo  fruitful  a  SubjeCE  The  Number  of  the  Pa¬ 
laces  is  great,  and  every  one  of  them  hath 
enough  to  fix  the  Attention  of  a  Traveller,  till 
a  new  one  drives  the  former  out  of  his  Thoughts. 
It  is  true,  the  PaUJlrina ,  the  Borghefe ,  and  the 
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Farnefe ,  have  fomewhat  in  them  that  leaves  an 
Impreffion  which  no  new  Objects  can  wear  out ; 
and  as  the  laft  hath  a  noble  Square  before  it, 
with  two  great  Fountains  in  it,  fo  the  Statue  of 
Hercules  and  the  Bull,  that  are  below,  and  the 
Gallery  above-flairs,  are  invaluable.  The  Roof 
of  the  Gallery  is  one  of  the  bell  Pieces  of 
Painting  that  is  extant,  being  all  of  Carrachio’s 
Hand  ;  and  there  are  in  that  Gallery  the  greatefl 
Number  of  Heads  of  the  Greek  Philofophers  and 
Poets  that  I  ever  faw  together.  That  of  Homer , 
and  that  of  Socrates ,  were  the  two  that  llruck 
me  mo  ft  ;  chiefly  the  latter  :  Which,  as  it  is, 
without  Difpute,  a  true  Antique,  fo  it  carrieth 
in  it  all  the  Characters  that  Plato  and  Xenophon 
give  us  of  Socrates  :  The  flat  Nofe,  the  broad 
Face,  the  Simplicity  of  Look,  and  the  mean  Ap¬ 
pearance  which  that  great  Philofopher  made,  fo  that 
I  could  not  return  oft  enough  to  look  upon  it, 
and  was  delighted  with  this  more  than  with  all 
the  Wonders  of  the  Bull,  which  is  indeed  a  Rock 
of  Marble  cut  out  into  a  whole  Scene  of  Statues  ; 
but  as  the  Hiftory  of  it  is  not  well  known,  fo 
there  are  fuch  Faults  in  the  Sculpture,  that  tho* 
it  is  all  extremely  fine,  yet  one  feeth  it  hath  not 
the  ExaCtnefs  of  the  beft  Times.  As  for  the 
Churches  and  Convents  of  Rome ,  as  the  Num¬ 
ber,  the  Vaftnefs,  the  Riches,  both  of  Fabric k. 
Furniture,  Painting,  and  other  Ornaments, 
amaze  one  ;  fo  here  again  a  Stranger  is  loft,  and 
the  Convent  that  one  feeth  laft  is  always  the  moft 
admired.  I  confefs  the  Minerva ,  which  is  the 
Dominicans ,  where  the  Inquifition  ftfteth,  is 
that  which  maketh  the  moft  fenfible  Impreflion 
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upon  one  that  pafTeth  at  Rome  for  an  Heretick  ; 
tho?  except  one  committeth  great  Follies,  he  is 
in  no  Danger  there  ;  and  the  Poverty  that 
reigns  in  that  City  maketh  them  find  their  lute- 
refi:  fo  much  in  ufing  Strangers  well,  whatfoever 
their  Religion  may  be,  that  no  Man  needs  be 
afraid  there  :  And  I  have  more  than  ordinary 
Reafon  to  acknowledge  this,  who  having  ventu- 
red  to  go  thither,  after  all  the  Liberty  I  had  ta¬ 
ken  in  writing  my  Thoughts  freely  both  of  the 
Church  and  See  of  Rome ,  and  was  known  by  all 
with  whom  I  converfed  there  ;  yet  met  with  the 
higheft  Civilities  pofiible  among  all  forts  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  in  particular  both  among  the  Englijb 
and  Scotijb  Jefuits ,  tho’  they  knew  well  enough 
that  I  was  no  Friend  to  their  Order. 

In  the  Gallery  of  the  Englijh  ' Jefuits ,  among 
the  Pictures  of  their  Martyrs,  I  did  not  meet 
with  Garnet ;  for  perhaps  that  Name  is  fo  well 
known,  that  they  would  not  expofe  a  Picture 
with  fuch  a  Name  on  it  to  all  Strangers ;  yet 
Oldcorn ,  being  a  Name  lefs  known,  is  hung  there 
among  their  Martyrs,  though  he  was  as  clearly 
convicted  of  the  Gunpowder-Treafon  as  the 
other  was :  And  it  feemed  a  little  ftrange  to  me 
to  fee,  that  at  a  Time  in  which  for  other  Reafons 
the  Writers  of  that  Communion  have  not 
thought  fit  to  deny  the  Truth  of  that  Confpira- 
cy,  a  Jefuit  convibted  of  the  blacked  Crime  that 
ever  was  projected,  fhould  be  reckoned  among 
their  Martyrs.  I  faw  likewife  there  the  Origi¬ 
nal  of  thofe  Emblematical  Prophecies  relating  to 
England ,  that  the  Jefuits  have  had  at  Rome  near 
fixty  Years,  and  of  which  1  had  fame  time  ago 
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procured  a  Copy,  fo  I  found  my  Copy  was  true. 

I  happened  to  be  at  Rome  during  St.  Gregory’s 
Fair  and  Feaft,  which  lafted  feveral  Days.  In 
his  Church  the  HoJUe  was  expofed  5  and  from 
that  all  that  came  thither  went  to  the  Chapel, 
that  was  once  his  Houfe,  in  which  his  Statue, 
and  the  Table  where  he  ferved  the  Poor  are  pre- 
ferved.  I  faw  fuch  vaft  Numbers  of  People 
there,  that  one  would  have  thought  all  Ro?ne  was 
got  together  :  They  all  kneeled  down  to  his  Sta¬ 
tue,  and,  after  a  Prayer  faid  to  it,  they  killed 
his  Foot,  and  every  one  touched  the  Table  with 
his  Beads,  as  hoping  to  draw  fome  Virtue  from 
it.  I  will  add  nothing  of  the  feveral  Obelifks 
and  Pillars  that  are  in  Rome ,  of  the  celebrated 
Chapels  that  are  in  fome  of  the  great  Churches, 
in  particular  thofe  of  Sirius  V.  and  Paul  V.  in 
Santa  Maria  Maggicre ;  of  the  Water- Works 
in  the  Vhiirinal ,  the  Vatican ,  and  in  many  of 
the  Vineyards  :  Nor  will  I  go  out  of  Rome  to 
defcribe  Frefcati  (for  Tivoli  I  did  not  fee.)  The 
young  Prince  Borghefe ,  who  is  indeed  one  of 
the  Glories  of  Rome ,  as  well  for  his  Learning  as 
for  his  Virtue,  did  me  the  HonouV  to  carry  me  - 
thither  with  thofe  two  learned  Abbots,  Fabretti 
and  Nazari ,  and  entertained  me  with  a  Magni¬ 
ficence  that  became  him  better  to  give  than  me 
to  receive..  The  Water-Works  in  the  Aldo- 
brandin  Palace  have  a  Magnificence  in  them  be- 
yond  all  that  I  ever  faw  in  France  ;  the  Mixture 
of  Wind  with  the  Water,  and  the  Thunder  and 
Storms  that  this  maketh  is  noble.  The  Water- 
Works  of  the  Ludovifio  and  the  Monte  Dragoney 
have  likewife  a  Gre^tnefs  in  them  that  is  natu¬ 
ral. 
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ral.  And  indeed,  the  Riches  that  one  meets 
with  in  all  Places  within-doors  in  Italy 9  and  the 
Poverty  that  one  feeth  every  where  abroad,  are 
the  moft  unfliitable  Things  imaginable :  But  it 
is  very  likely,  that  a  great  Part  of  their  move- 
able  Wealth  will  be  e’er  long  carried  into  France  ; 
for  as  foon  as  any  Picture  or  Statue  of  great  Va¬ 
lue  is  offered  to  be  fold,  thofe  that  are  employed 
by  the  King  of  France ,  prefently  buy  it  up ;  fo 
that  as  that  King  hath  already  the  greateft  Col- 
ledtion  of  Pi£tures  that  is  in  Europe ,  he  will  ve» 
ry  probably  in  a  few  Years  more  bring  together 
the  chief  Treafures  of  Italy. 

I  have  now  given  you  an  Account  of  all  that 
appeared  moft  remarkable  to  me  at  Rome .  I 
fhali  to  this  add  a  very  extraordinary  Piece  of 
Natural  Hiftory,  that  fell  out  there  within  thefe 
two  Years,  which  I  had  firft  from  thofe  two 
learned  Abbots  Fabretti  and  Nazar: ,  and  that 
was  afterwards  more  authentically  confirmed  to 
me  by  Cardinal  Howard ,  who  was  one  of  the 
Congregation  of  Cardinals  that  examined  and 
judged  the  Matter.  There  were  two  Nuns  near 
Rome ,  one,  as  I  remember,  was  in  the  City, 
and  the  other  not  far  from  it,  who  after  they 
had  been  for  fome  Years  in  a  Nunnery,  perceiv¬ 
ed  a  very  ftrange  Change  in  Nature,  and  that 
their  Sex  was  altered,  which  grew  by  fome  De¬ 
grees  to  a  total  Alteration  in  one ;  and  though 
the  other  was  not  fo  entire  a  Change,  yet  it  was 
vifible  that  (he  was  mor  Man  than  Woman  : 
Upon  this  the  Matter  w;  s  looked  into :  That 
which  naturally  offereth  itfelf  here  is.  That  thefe 
two  had  been  always  what  they  then  appeared  to 
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be  ;  but  that  they  had  gone  into  a  Nunnery  in  a 
Difguife ,  to  gratify  a  brutal  Appetite.  But  to 
this,  when  I  propofed  it,  Anfwer  was  made, 
that  as  the  Breads  of  a  Woman,  that  remained 
dill,  did  in  a  great  Meafure  fhake  off  that  Ob¬ 
jection,  fo  the  Proofs  were  given  fo  fully  of  their 
having  been  real  Females,  that  there  was  no 
Doubt  left  of  that,  nor  had  they  given  any  fort 
of  Scandal  in  the  Change  of  their  Sex :  And  if 
there  had  been  any  room  left  to  fufpet  a  Cheat 
or  Difguife,  the  Proceedings  would  have  been 
both  more  fevere  and  more  fecret  ;  and  thefe 
Perfons  would  have  been  burnt,  or  at  lead  put 
to  Death  in  fome  terrible  Manner.  Some  Phy- 
licians  and  Surgeons  were  appointed  to  examine 
the  Matter,  and  at  lad,  after  a  long  and  exadt 
Enquiry,  they  were  judged  to  be  abfolved  from 
their  Vows,  and  were  difmided  from  the  Obliga¬ 
tion  of  a  Religious  Life,  and  required  to  go  in 
Men’s  Habits.  One  of  them  was  a  Valet  de 
Chambre  to  a  Roman  Marquis  when  I  was  there. 

I  heard  of  this  Matter  only  two  Days  before  I 
left  Rome ,  fo  that  I  had  not  Time  to  enquire 
after  it  more  particularly  ;  but  I  judg’d  it  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary,  that  I  thought  it  was  worth  com¬ 
municating  to  fo  curious  an  Enquirer  into  Na¬ 
ture. 

And  dnce  I  am  upon  the  Subjedf  of  the  Chan¬ 
ges  that  have  been  made  in  Nature,  I  flrall  add 
one  of  another  fort,  that  I  examined  while  I  was 
at  Geneva.  There  is  a  Minider  of  St.  Gervais , 
Mr.  Gody,  who  hath  a  Daughter  that  is  now 
fixteen  Years  old  ;  her  Nurfe  had  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Thicknefs  of  Flearing  ;  at  a  Year  old  the 
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Child  fpoke  all  thofe  little  Words  that  Children 
begin  ufually  to  learn  at  that  Age,  but  fhe  made 
no  Progrefs  ;  yet  this  was  not  obferved  till  it  was 
too  late ;  and  as  fhe  grew  to  be  two  Years  old, 
they  perceived  then  that  fhe  had  loft  her  Hear¬ 
ing,  and  was  fo  deaf,  that  ever  fince,  tho’  file 
hears  great  Noifes,  yet  fhe  hears  nothing  that 
one  can  fpeak  to  her.  It  feems  while  the  Milk 
of  her  Nurfe  was  more  abundant,  and  that  the 
Child  fuckt  more  moderately  the  ftrft  Year,  thofe 
Humours  in  the  Blood  and  Milk  had  not  that  Ef- 
fedl  on  her  that  appeared  after  file  came  to  fuck 
more  violently  ;  and  that  her  Nurfe’s  Milk,  be¬ 
ing  in  lefs  Quantity,  was  thicker,  and  more 
charged  with  that  Vapour  that  occafion’d  the 
Deafnefs.  But  this  Child  hath,  by  obferving  the 
Motions  of  the  Mouths  and  Lips  of  others,  ac¬ 
quired  fo  many  Words,  that  out  of  thefe  fhe 
hath  formed  a  fort  of  Jargon,  in  which  fhe  can 
hold  Converfation  whole  Days  with  thofe  that 
can  fpeak  her  own  Language.  I  could  under- 
ftand  fome  of  her  Words,  but  could  not  com¬ 
prehend  a  Period,  for  it  feemed  to  be  a  confufed 
Noife.  She  knows  nothing  that  is  laid  to  her, 
unlefs  fhe  feeth  the  Motion  of  their  Mouths  that 
fpeak  to  her  ;  fo  that  in  the  Night,  when  it  is 
neceflary  to  fpeak  to  her,  they  muff  light  a  Can¬ 
dle  :  Only  one  Thing  appeared  the  ftrangeft  Part 
of  the  whole  Narration  ;  fhe  hath  a  Sifter,  with 
whom  fhe  has  pradtifed  her  Language  more  than 
with  any  other  ;  and  in  the  Night,  by  laying  her 
Hand  on  her  Sifter’s  Mouth,  fhe  can  perceive  by 
that  what  file  fays,  and  fo  can  difcourfe  with  her 
in  the  Night,  It’s  true,  her  Mother  told  me 
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that  this  did  not  go  far,  and  that  file  found  out 
only  fome  fhort  Period  in  this  manner,  but  it  did 
not  hold  out  very  long.  Thus  this  young  Wo¬ 
man,  without  any  Pains  taken  on  her,  hath 
merely  by  a  natural  Sagacity  found  out  a  Method 
of  holding  Difcourfe,  that  doth  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  leflen  the  Mifery  of  her  Deafnefs.  I  ex¬ 
amined  this  Matter  critically,  but  only  the  Sifter 
was  not  prefent,  fo  that  I  could  not  fee  how  the 
Converfation  paft  between  them  in  the  dark. 

But  before  I  give  over  writing  concerning 
Rome ,  I  cannot  hinder  myfelf  from  giving  you 
an  Account  of  a  Converfation  that  I  had  with 
one  of  the  moft  celebrated  Perfons  that  lives  in 
it.  I  was  talking  concerning  the  Credit  that  the 
Order  of  the  Jefuits  had  every  where  ;  it  was 
faid,  that  all  the  World  mljlrujied  them ,  and  yet, 
by  aftrange  fort  of  Contradiction,  all  the  World 
trujled  them  ;  and  tho’  it  was  w7ell  known  that 
every  Jefuit  was  truer  to  the  Interefts  of  his  Or¬ 
der,  than  he  could  be  to  the  Interefts  of  any 
Prince  whatfoever  ;  yet  thofe  Princes  that  would 
be  very  careful  not  to  fufter  Spies  to  come  into 
their  Courts,  or  into  their  Councils,  fuffer’d 
thofe  Spies  to  come  into  their  Breads  and  Con- 
fclences  ;  and  tho’  Princes  were  not  generally 
very  tender  in  thofe  Parts,  yet,  as  they  had 
often  as  much  Guilt,  fo  they  had  fometimes  as 
much  Fear  as  other  People,  which  a  dextrous 
Spy  knew  wrell  how  to  manage.  Upon  which 
that  Perfon,  that  pretended  to  be  a  zealous  Ca- 
tholick,  added,  that  for  them  part  they  confi- 
dered  only  the  Character  that  the  Church  gave 
to  a  Prieft  j  and  if  the  Church  qualified  him  to 
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do  the  Fun&ions  of  a  Prieft,  they  thought  it 
very  needlefs  to  enquire  after  other  perfonal 
Qualities,  which  were  but  common  Things, 
whereas  the  other  was  all  divine  :  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  thought  it  was  fo  much  the  better  to 
have  to  do  with  a  poor  ignorant  Prieft ;  for  then 
they  had  to  do  only  with  the  Church,  and  not 
with  the  Man.  Purfuant  to  this,  that  Perfon’s 
ConfefFor  was  the  greateft  and  the  moll  notorious 
Blockhead  that  could  be  found  ;  and  when  they 
were  afked.  Why  they  made  uje  of  Jo  weak  a 
Man  ?  they  anfwered,  Becavfe  they  could  not 
find  a  weaker  :  And  whenever  they  found  one 
better  qualified  that  Way,  if  it  were  a  Groom, 
or  a  Footman  that  got  into  Prielts  Orders,  they 
would  certainly  make  ufe  of  him.  For  they 
would  afk  Counfel  of  a  Friend  ;  but  they  knew 
no  other  Ufe  of  a  Confeftbr,  but  to  confefs  to 
him,  and  to  receive  Abfolution  from  him  ;  and 
in  fo  doing,  they  pretended  they  a  died  as  became 
true  Catholicks,  that  confidered  only  the  Power 
of  the  Church  in  the  Prieft,  without  regarding 
any  thing  elfe. 

So  far  have  I  entertained  you  with  the  fhort 
Ramble  that  I  made,  which  was  too  fhort  to 
deferve  the  Name  of  Travelling  ;  and  therefore 
the  Inquiries  or  Obfervations  that  1  could  make, 
mull  be  received  with  the  Abatement  that  ouyht 
to  be  made  for  fo  fliort  a  Stay  :  And  all  will  be 
of  a  piece,  when  the  Remarks  are  as  flight  as 
the  Abode  I  made  in  the  Places  through  which  I 
paft  was  fhort.  As  I  have  avoided  the  troubling 
you  with  Things  that  are  commonly  known,  fo 
if  I  have  not  entertained  you  with  a  long  Reci- 
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tal  of  ordinary  Matters,  yet  I  have  told  you  no- 
thing  but  what  I  faw  and  knew  to  be  true,  or 
that  I  had  from  fuch  Hands,  that  T  have  very 
good  Reafon  to  believe  it.  And  I  fancy,  that 
the  Things  which  made  the  greateft  Impre/Tion 
on  myfelf,  will  be  acceptably  received  by  you, 
to  whom,  as,  upon  many  Accounts,  I  owe  all 
the  Expreffions  of  Efteem  and  Gratitude  that  I 
can  ever  pay  ;  fo  I  had  a  more  particular  Reafon 
that  determined  me  to  give  you  fo  full  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  all  that  I  faw  and  obferved  :  For  as  you 
were  pleafed,  at  parting,  to  do  me  the  Honour, 
to  defire  me  to  communicate  to  you  fuch  Things 
as  appeared  moft  remarkable  to  me,  fo  I  found 
fuch  a  vaft  Advantage  in  many  Places,  but  more 
particularly  at  Venice ,  Rome  and  Naples ,  by  the 
Happinefs  I  have  of  being  known  to  you,  and  of 
being  fo  far  confidered  by  you,  -  that  I  could  give 
a  copious  Account  both  of  your  Perfon  and  Stu¬ 
dies,  to  thofe  in  whom  your  curious  Difcoveries 
had  kindled  that  Efteem  for  you,  which  all  the 
World  payeth  to  you  and  to  your  immortal  In¬ 
quiries  into  Nature,  which  are  among  the  pecu¬ 
liar  BleiTings  of  this  Age,  and  that  are  read  with 
no  lefs  Care  and  Pleafure  in  Italy  than  in  Eng¬ 
land.  This  was  fo  well  received,  that  I  found  the 
great  Advantage  of  this  Honour  I  did  myfelf  in 
alluming  the  glorious  Title  of  one  of  your 
Friends ;  and  I  owe  a  great  Part  of  that  Diftinc- 
tion  which  I  met  with,  to  this  favourable  Cha¬ 
racter  that  I  gave  myfelf :  So  that  if  I  made  any 
Progrefs  in  the  Inquiries  that  fo  fnort  a  Stay  could 
enable  one  to  make,  I  owe  it  in  fo  peculiar  a 
manner  to  you,  that  this  Return  that  I  make  is 
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but  a  very  fmall  Part  of  that  I  owe  you,  and 
which  I  will  be  endeavouring  to  pay  you  to  the 
laft  Moment  of  my  Life. 


LETTER  V. 

S  I  R, 

I  Thought  I  had  made  fo  full  a  Point  at  the 
Conciufion  of  my  laft  Letter,  that  I  fhould 
not  have  given  you  the  Trouble  of  reading  any 
more  Letters  of  the  Volume  of  the  former  :  But 
new  Scenes  and  new  Matter  offering  themfelves 
to  me,  I  fancy  you  will  be  very  gentle  to  me,  if 
I  engage  you  again  to  two  or  three  Hours 
Reading. 

From  Giulia  Vecchia  I  came  to  Mar  fellies^ 
where  if  there  were  a  Road  as  fafe  as  the  Harbour 
is  covered  ;  and  if  the  Harbour  were  as  large  as 
it  is  convenient,  it  were  certainly  one  of  the 
moft  important  Places  in  the  World.  All  is  fo 
well  defended,  that  it  is  with  refpedf  either  to 
Storms  or  Enemies,  the  fecureft  Port  that  can 
be  feem  any  where.  The  Freedoms  of  this  Place, 
tho’  it  is  now  at  the  Mercy  of  the  Citadel,  are 
fuch,  and  its  Situation  draweth  fo  much  Trade 
to  it,  that  there  one  feeth  another  Appearance  of 
Wealth  than  I  found  in  any  Town  of  France ; 
and  there  is  a  new  Street  lately  built  there,  that 
for  the  Beauty  of  the  Buildings,  and  the  Large- 
nefs  of  the  Street,  is  the  nobleff  I  ever  faw. 
There  is  in  that  Port  a  perpetual  Heat,  and  the 
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Sun  was  fo  ffrong  in  the  Cbrijimas  Weelc5  that 
I  was  often  driven  oft  the  Key.  I  made  a  Tour 
from  thence  thro’  Provence ,  Languedoc ,  and 
Dduphine .  I  will  offer  you  no  Account  of 
Ni fines ,  nor  of  the  Amphitheatre  in  it,  or  the 
jPtfT?/  du  Gar  near  it ;  which,  as  they  are  ffupen- 
clious  Things,  fo  they  are  copioufly  defcribed  by 
many,  and  are  fo  generally  known  to  the  Englifh 
Nation,  that  if  you  have  never  gone  that  Way 
yourfelf,  yet  you  muff  needs  have  received  fo 
particular  a  Relation  of  them  from  thofe  that 
have  feen  them  on  their  Way  to  Montpellier , 
that  I  judge  it  needlefs  to  enlarge  upon  them  : 
Nor  will  I  fay  any  thing  of  the  Soil,  the  Towns, 
or  any  other  remarkable  Things  that  I  found 
there. 

I  have  a  much  Wronger  Inclination  to  fay 
fomewhat  concerning  the  Perfecution,  which  I 
law  in  its  utmoft  Rage  and  Fury  ;  and  of  which 
I  could  give  you  many  Inftances,  that  are  fo  much 
beyond  all  the  common  Meafures  of  Barbarity 
and  Cruelty,  that  I  confefs  they  ought  not  to  be 
believed,  unlefs  I  could  give  more  pofitive  Proofs 
of  them,  than  are  fitting  now  to  be  brought 
forth  :  And  the  Particulars  that  I  could  tell  you 
are  filch,  that  if  I  fhould  relate  them  with  the 
neceffary  Circumftances  of  Time,  Place,  and 
Perfons,  thefe  might  be  fo  fatal  to  many  that  are 
yet  in  the  Power  of  their  Enemies,  that  my  Re¬ 
gard  to  them  reftrains  me.  In  fhort,  I  do  not 
think  that  in  any  Age  there  ever  was  fuch  a  Vio¬ 
lation  of  all  that  is  facred,  either  with  relation  to 
God  or  Man  ;  and  what  I  faw  and  knew  there 
from  the  firil  hand,  hath  fo  confirmed  all  the  I- 
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<kas  that  I  had  taken  from  Books,  of  the  Cruel¬ 
ty  of  that  Religion,  that  I  hope  the  Impredion 
that  this  hath  made  upon  me,  Brail  never  end 
but  with  my  Life.  The  Appiaufes  that  the  whole 
Clergy  give  to  this  way  of  proceeding,  the  many 
Panegyricks  that  are  already  writ  upon  it,  of 
which,  befides  the  more  pompous  ones  that  ap- 
pear  at  Paris ,  there  are  Numbers  writ  by  fmal- 
ler  Authors  in  every  Town  of  any  Note  there  $ 
and  the  Sermons,  that  are  all  Flights  of  Flattery 
upon  this  Subject,  are  fuch  evident  Demonlira- 
lions  of  their  Senfe  of  this  Matter,  that  what  is 
now  on  foot  may  be  well  termed,  ' The  AFt  of  the 
whole  Clergy  of  France ,  which  yet  hath  been  hi¬ 
therto  efteeraed  the  mod  moderate  Part  of  the 
Roman  Communion.  If  any  are  more  moderate 
than  others,  and  have  not  fo  far  laid  off  the 
human  Nature,  as  to  go  in  entirely  into  thofe 
bloody  Practices,  yet  they  dare  not  own  it,  but 
whifper  it  in  fecret,  as  if  it  were  half  Treafon  ; 
but  for  the  greater  part,  they  do  not  only  mag¬ 
nify  all  that  is  done,  but  they  animate  even  the 
Dragoons  to  higher  Degrees  of  Rage  :  And  there 
was  fuch  a  Heat  fpread  over  all  the  Country  on 
this  Occalion,  that  one  could  not  go  into  any 
Ordinary,  or  mix  in  any  promifcuous  Converfa- 
tion,  without  finding  fuch  Effedls  of  it,  that  it 
was  not  eafy  for  fuch  as  were  touch’d  with  the 
leaft  Degree  of  Companion  for  the  Miferies  that 
the  poor  Proteffants  differed,  to  be  a  Witnefs  to 
the  Infultings  that  they  mud  meet  with  in  all 
Places.  Some  perhaps  imagine,  that  this  hath 
not  been  approved  in  Italy  ;  and  it  is  true,  there 
were  not  any  publick  Rejoicings  upon  it  at  Rome , 
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no  Indulgences  nor  Te  Deu?n$  were  heard  of : 
And  the  Spanijh  Faction  being  fo  prevalent 
there,  it  is  hot  ftrange  if  a  Courfe  of  Proceed¬ 
ings  that  is  without  an  Example,  was  fet  forth 
by  all  that  were  of  that  Intereft  in  its  proper  Co¬ 
lours  ;  of  which  I  met  with  fome  Inftances  my- 
felf,  and  could  not  but  fmile,  to  fee  fome  of  the 
Spanijh  Fadlion  fo  far  forget  their  Courts  of  In- 
quilition,  as  to  argue  againft  the  Converfions  by 
Dragoons  as  a  Reproach  to  the  Catholick  Reli¬ 
gion.  Yet  the  Pope  was  of  another  Mind  ;  for 
the  Duke  d'EJlrie  gave  him  an  Account  of  the 
King’s  Proceedings  in  this  Matter  very  copioufly, 
as  he  himfelf  related  it ;  upon  which  the  Pope 
approved  all,  and  expreffed  a  great  Satisfaction 
in  every  thing  that  the  King  had  done  in  that 
Matter;  and  the  Pope  added,  that  he  found 
fome  Cardinals  (as  I  remember,  the  Duke 
cF  Ejlree  faid  two)  we  re  not  pleafed  with  it,  and 
had  taken  the  Liberty  to  cenfure  it  ;  but  the 
Pope  faid  they  were  to  blame  :  The  Duke 
d' Eftree  did  not  name  the  two  Cardinals,  tho’ 
he  faid,  he  believed  he  knew  who  they  were  ; 
and  it  is  very  likely  that  Cardinal  Pio  was  one ; 
for  I  was  told  that  he  fpoke  freely  enough  of 
this  Matter.  I  mull  take  the  Liberty  to  add  one 
Thing  to  you,  that  I  do  not  fee  that  the  French 
King  is  to  be  fo  much  blamed  in  this  Matter,  as 
his  Religion,  which,  without  queftion  obligeth 
him  to  extirpate  Hereticks,  and  not  to  keep  .his 
Faith  with  them  ;  fo  that  inrtead  of  cenfuring 
him,  I  mull  only  lament  his  being  bred  up  in  a 
Religion  that  doth  certainly  oblige  him  to  divert 
himfelf  of  Humanity,  and  to  violate  his  Faith, 
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whenfoever  the  Caufe  of  his  Church,  and  his  Re** 
ligion  require  it ;  or  if  there  is  any  thing  in  this 
Conduct,  that  cannot  be  entirely  juftified  from 
the  Principles  of  that  Religion,  it  is  this,  that  he 
doth  not  put  the  Hereticks  to  Death  out  of  hand, 
but  forceth  them,  by  all  the  Extremities  poffible, 
to  fign  an  Abjuration,  that  all  the  World  rauft 
needs  fee  is  done  againft  their  Confciences  ;  and 
being  the  only  End  of  their  Miferies,  thofe  that 
would  think  any  fort  of  Death  a  happy  Conclu- 
fion  of  their  Sufferings,  feeing  no  Profpedb  of 
fuch  a  glorious  IfTue  out  of  their  Trouble,  are 
prevailed  on  by  the  many  lingring  Deaths,  of 
which  they  fee  no  End,  to  make  Shipwreck  of 
the  Faith  :  This  Appearance  of  Mercy,  in  not 
putting  Men  to  Death,  doth  truly  verify  the 
Character  that  Solomon  giveth  of  the  tender 
Mercies  of  the  Wicked,  that  they  are  cruel. 

But  I  will  ftop  here,  tho"  it  is  not  eafy  to  re¬ 
tire  from  fo  copious  a  Subjedb,  that  as  it  afFord- 
eth  fo  much  Matter,  fo  upon  many  Accounts 
raifeth  a  Heat  of  Thought  that  is  not  eafily  go¬ 
verned.  I  will  now  lead  you  to  a  Scene  that 
giveth  lefs  Paffion. 

I  paft  the  Winter  at  Geneva  with  more  Satis¬ 
faction  than  I  had  thought  it  was  pollible  for  me 
to  have  found  any  where  out  of  England ;  tho* 
that  received  great  Allays  from  the  mold  lamenta¬ 
ble  Stories  that  we  had  every  Day  from  France ; 
but  there  is  a  Sorrow  by  which  the  Heart  is  made 
better.  I  ought  to  make  the  rrioft  publick  Ac¬ 
knowledgments  poffible  for  the  extraordinary  Ci¬ 
vilities  that  i  met  with  in  my  own  particular; 
but  that  is  too  low  a  Subject  to  entertain  you 
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with.  That  which  pleafed  me  moft  was  of  a 
more  publick  Nature  :  Before  I  left  Geneva ,  the 
Number  of  the  Englifh  there  was  fuch,  that  I 
found  we  could  make  a  fmall  Congregation,  for 
we  were  twelve  or  fourteen  ;  fo  I  addreffed  my- 
felf  to  the  Council  of  Tvjenty  five ,  for  Liberty 
to  have  our  own  Worfhip  in  our  own  Language, 
according  to  the  Englifh  Liturgy.  This  was  im¬ 
mediately  granted  in  fo  obliging  a  Manner,  that 
as  there  was  not  one  Perfon  that  made  anv  Ex- 
ception  to  it,  fo  they  fent  one  of  their  Body  to 
me,  to  let  me  know,  that  in  caf$  our  Number 
fhould  grow  to  be  fo  great  that  it  were  fit  for  us 
to  affemble  in  a  Church,  they  would  grant  us 
one  which  had  been  done  in  Queen  Mary’s 
Reign  ;  but  till  then,  we  might  hold  our  AfTem- 
blies  as  we  thought  fit :  So  after  that  Time,  du¬ 
ring  the  reft  of  my  Stay  there,  we  had  every 
Sunday  our  Devotions  according  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Prayer  Morning  and  Evening ;  and  at  the 
Evening- Prayer  I  preach’d  in  a  Room  that  was 
indeed  too  large  for  our  fmall  Company  :  But 
there  being;  a  confiderableNumber  in  Geneva  that 
•underhand  Englifh ,  and  in  particular  fome  of 
the  ProfefTors  and  Minifters,  we  had  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  Strangers  that  met  with  us;  and  the  laff  Sun¬ 
day  I  gave  the  Sacrament  according  to  the  W ay 
of  the  Church  of  England  ;  and  upon  this  Oc- 
caiion  I  found  a  general  Joy  in  the  Town  for  this, 
that  I  had  given  them  an  Opportunity  of  expref- 
firiig  the  RefpecT  they  had  for  our  Church  :  And 
as  in  their  publick  Prayers  they  always  pray’d  for 
the  Churches  of  Great-Britain ,  as  well  as  for 
the  King,  fo  in  private  Difcourfe  they  fhewed  all 
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poffible  Efteem  for  our  Conftitutions  ;  and  they 
fpoke  of  the  unhappy  Divifions  among  us,  and 
of  the  Seperation  that  was  made  from  us  upon 
the  account  of  our  Government  and  Ceremonies, 
with  great  Regret  and  Diflike.  I  ftiall  name  to 
you  only  two  of  their  Profeftors,  that,  as  they 
are  Men  of  great  Diftindtion,  fo  they  were  the 
Perfons  with  whom  I  converfed  the  moft :  The 
one  is  Mr.  Turret  in ,  a  Man  of  great  Learning, 
that  by  his  indefatigable  Study  and  Labour  has 
much  worn  out  and  wafted  his  Strength,  amidft: 
all  the  Affluence  of  a  great  Plenty  of  Fortune  to 
which  he  was  born  :  One  difcerns  in  him  all  the 
Modefty  of  an  humble  and  mortified  Temper, 
and  of  an  adlive  and  fervent  Charity,  propor¬ 
tioned  to  his  Abundance,  or  rather  beyond  it ; 
and  there  is  in  him  fuch  a  melting  Zeal  for  Re¬ 
ligion,  as  the  prefent  Conjuncture  calls  for,  with 
ail  the  Serioufnefs  of  Piety  and  Devotion,  which 
fhews  itfelf  both  in  private  Converfation  and  in 
his  moft  edifying  Sermons,  by  which  he  enters 
deep  into  the  Confciences  of  his  Hearers,  The 
other  is  Mr.  Tronchin ,  a  Man  of  a  ftrongHead, 
and  of  a  clear  and  corredl  Judgment,  who  has 
all  his  Thoughts  well  digefted  :  His  Converfa¬ 
tion  has  an  engaging  Charm  in  it,  that  cannot 
be  refilled  :  He  is  a  Man  of  extraordinary  Vir¬ 
tue,  and  of  a  Readinefs  to  oblige  and  ferve  all 
Perfons,  that  has  fcarce  any  Meafures  :  His  Ser¬ 
mons  have  a  Sublimity  in  them  that  ftrikes  the 
blearer,  as  well  as  it  edifies  him  ;  his  Thoughts 
are  noble,  and  his  Eloquence  is  mafculine  and 
exadt,  and  has  all  the  Majefty  of  the  Chair  in  it, 
tempered  with  all  the  Softnefs  of  Perfuafion  ;  fo 
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that  he  not  only  convinces  his  Hearers,  but  Tub- 
dues  them,  and  triumphs  over  them.  In  fuch 
Company  it  was  no  wonder  if  Time  Teemed  to 
go  off  too  faft,  To  that  I  left  Geneva  with  a  Con¬ 
cern  that  I  could  not  have  felt  in  leaving  any 
Place  out  of  the  Ifle  of  Britain. 

From  Geneva  I  went  a  fecond  Time  through 
Switzerland  to  Bafil.  At  Avanche  I  faw  the  no¬ 
ble  Fragments  of  a  great  Roman  Work,  which 
Teems  to  have  been  the  Portico  to  Tome  Temple. 
The  Heads  of  the  Pillars  are  about  four  Foot 
fquare,  of  the  Ionick  Order  :  The  Temple  hath 
been  dedicated  to  Neptune ,  or  Tome  Sea  God  ; 
for  on  the  Fragments  of  the  Architrave,  which 
are  very  beautiful,  there  are  Dolphins  and  Sea- 
Horfes  in  Bas  Reliefs ;  and  the  Neighbourhood 
of  the  Place  to  the  Lakes  of  Iverdun  and  Morat 
maketh  this  more  evident.  There  is  alfo  a  Pillar 
Handing  up  in  its  full  Height,  or  rather  the  Cor¬ 
ner  of  a  Building,  in  which  one  feeth  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  a  regular  Architecture  in  two  Ranks  of 
Pillars.  If  the  Ground  near  this  were  carefully 
fearch’d,  no  doubt  it  would  difcover  more  Re¬ 
mains  of  that  Fabrick.  Not  far  from  this  is 
Morat  ;  and  a  little  on  this  Side  of  it  is  a  Chapel 
full  of  the  Bones  of  the  Burgundians  that  were 
killed  by  the  Switzers ,  when  this  Place  was  be- 
iieged  by  the  famous  Charles  Duke  of  Burgundy , 
who  loft  a  great  Army  before  it,  that  was  entire¬ 
ly  cut  off  by  the  Befieged.  The  Infcription  is 
very  extraordinary,  efpecially  for  that  Age  :  For 
the  Bones  being  To  piled  up,  that  the  Chapel  is 
quite  filled  with  them,  the  Infcription  bears, 
that  Charles  Duke  of  Burgundy's  Army  having 
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befieged  Morat ,  Hoc  fui  monumentum  reliquit , 
had  left  that  Monument  behind  it.  It  cannot 
but  feem  flrange  to  one  that  views  Morat ,  to 
imagine  how  it  was  poffible  for  a  Town  fo  fitua- 
ted,  and  fo  {lightly  fortified,  to  hold  out  againft 
fo  powerful  a  Prince,  and  fo  great  an  Army, 
that  brought  Cannon  before  it.  I  met  with  no- 
thing  remarkable  between  this  and  Bafil ,  except 
that  I  ftaid  fome  time  at  Bern ,  and  knew  it  bet¬ 
ter  ;  and  at  this  fecond  time  it  was,  that  my 
Lord  Advoyer  d’  Erlach  gave  Order  to  fhew  me 
the  original  Records  of  the  famous  Procefs  of 
the  four  Dominicans :  Upon  which  I  have  re¬ 
touch’d  the  Letter  that  1  writ  to  you  lafl  Year; 
fo  that  I  now  fend  it  to  you  with  the  Corrections 
and  Enlargements  that  this  fecond  Stay  at  Bern 
gave  me  Occafion  to  make. 

Bafil  is  the  Town  of  the  greateft  Extent  of  all 
Switzerland?  but  it  is  not  inhabited  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  its  Extent.  The  Rhine  maketh  a  Crook 
before  it,  and  the  Town  is  fituated  on  a  rifing 
Ground,  which  hath  a  noble  EffeCt  on  the  Eye, 
when  one  is  on  the  Bridge,  for  it  looketh  like  a 
Theatre.  Little  Bafil ,  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Rhine ,  is  almoft  a  fourth  Part  of  the  whole. 
The  Town  is  furrounded  with  a  Wall  and 
Ditch,  but  ft  is  expofed  on  fo  many  Sides,  and 
hath  now  fo  dreadful  a  Neighbour  within  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  League  of  it,  the  Fort  of  Hunningen , 
that  it  hath  nothing  to  trufl  to,  humanly  fpeak- 
ing,  but  its  Union  with  the  other  Cantons .  The 
Maxims  of  this  Canton  have  hindred  its  being 
better  peopled  than  it  is  :  The  Advantages  of 
the  Burgherfhip  are  fuch,  that  the  Citizens  will 
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not  fhare  them  with  Strangers,  and  by  this  means 
they  do  not  admit  them.  For  I  was  told,  that 
during  the  laft  War,  that  Alfiatia  was  fo  often 
the  Seat  of  both  Armies,  Bafil  having  then  a 
Neutrality,  it  might  be  given  well  filled,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  this  Maxim.  And  it  were  a 
great  Happinefs  to  all  the  Cantons ,  if  they  could 
have  different  Degrees  of  Burgherfhip,  fo  that 
the  lower  Degrees  might  be  given  to  Strangers 
for  their  Encouragement  to  come  and  live 
among  them  ;  and  the  higher  Degrees,  which 
qualify  Men  for  the  advantageous  Employments 
of  the  State,  might  be  referved  for  the  ancient 
Families  of  the  Natives.  Bafil  is  divided  into 
fixteen  Companies,  and  every  one  of  thefe  hath 
four  Members  in  the  little  Council,  fo  that  it 
.confifteth  of  ftxty  four  :  But  of  thofe  four  two 
are  chofen  by  the  Company  itfelf,  who  are  called 
the  M afters,  and  the  other  two  are  chofen  by  the 
Council  out  of  the  Company  ;  and  thus,  as  there 
are  two  Sorts  of  Counfellors  chofen  in  thofe  dif¬ 
ferent  manners,  there  are  alfo  two  chief  Magi- 
ftrates.  There  are  two  Burgo-mafiters ,  that 
reign  by  Turns,  and  two  'Lunfit-majlers ,  that 
have  alfo  their  Turns,  and  all  is  for  Life  ;  and 
the  laft  are  the  Heads  of  the  Companies,  like 
the  Roman  Tribunes  of  the  People.  The  Fa- 
brick  of  the  Stadt-Koufe  is  ancient.  There  is 
very  good  Painting  in  Frefico  upon  the  Walls. 
One  Piece  hath  given  much  Offence  to  the  Pa- 
pifiis ,  tho’  they  have  no  reafon  to  blame  the  Re¬ 
formation  for  it,  fince  it  was  done  feveral  Years 
before  it,  1510.  It  is  a  Reprefentation  of  the 
Day  of  Judgment,  and  after  Sentence  given. 
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the  Devil  is  reprefented  driving  many  before  him 
to  Hell,  and  among  thefe  there  is  a  Pope  and  fe- 
veral  Ecclefiafticks.  But  it  is  believed,  that  the 
Council,  which  fat  fo  long  in  this  Place,  adling 
fo  vigoroully  againft  the  Pope,  engaged  the  Town 
into  fuch  a  Hatred  of  the  Papacy,  that  this 
might  give  the  Rife  to  this  Reprefentation.  The 
more  learned  in  the  Town  afcribe  the  Beginning 
of  the  Cuftom  in  Bafil  of  the  Clocks  anticipating 
the  Time  a  full  Hour,  to  the  Sitting  of  the' 
Council  i  and  they  fay,  that,  in  order  to  the* 
advancing  of  Bufinefs,  and  the  fhortning  their 
Seffions,  they  ordered  their  Clocks  to  be  fet  for¬ 
ward  an  Hour,  which  continueth  to  this  Day* 
The  Cathedral  is  a  great  old  Gothick  Building ; 
the  Chamber  where  the  Council  fat  is  of  no 
great  Reception,  and  is  a  very  ordinary  Room* 
Erafmus’ s  Tomb  is  only  a  plain  Infcription  upon 
a  great  Brafs  Plate,  There  are  a  great  many  of 
Holbcn  s  Pictures  here,  who  was  a  Native  of  Ba - 
_///,  and  was  recommended  by  Erafmus  to  King 
Henry  VIII.  The  two  beft  are  a  Corpo ,  or 
Chrift  Dead,  which  is  certainly  one  of  the  beft 
Pidlures  in  the  World.  There  is  another  Piece 
of  his  in  the  Stadt-Houfe  (for  this  is  in  the  publick 
Library)  of  about  three  or  four  Foot  fquare,  in 
which,  in  fix  feveral  Cantons ,  the  feveral  Parts 
of  our  Saviour’s  Paffion  are  reprefented  with  a 
Life  and  Beauty  that  cannot  be  enough  admired* 
It  is  valued  at  ten  thoufand  Crowns.  It  is  on 
Wood,  but  hath  that  Freihnefs  of  Colour  ftill 
on  it  that  feems  peculiar  to  Holben* s  Pencil. 
There  is  alfo  a  Dance  that  he  painted  on  the 
Walls  of  an  Houfe  where  he  ufed  to  drink,  that 
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is  fo  worn  out,  that  very  little  is  now  to  be  Teen, 
except  Shapes  and  Poftures  ;  but  thefe  (hew  the 
Bxquifitenefs  of  the  Hand.  There  is  another 
longer  Dance,  that  runneth  all  along  the  Side  of 
the  Convent  of  the  Augujiinians ,  which  is  now 
the  French  Church,  and  that  is  Death’s  Dance. 
There  are  above  threefcore  Figures  in  it  at  full 
Length,  of  Perfons  of  all  Ranks,  from  Popes, 
Emperors,  and  Kings,  down  to  the  meaneft  forts 
#of  People,  and  of  all  Ages  and  Profeffions,  to 
whom  Death  appeareth  in  an  infolent  and  furprir 
zing  Pofture  :  And  the  feveral  PafHons  that  they 
exprefs  are  fo  well  laid  out,  that  this  was  certain¬ 
ly  a  great  Defign.  But  the  Frefco  being  expofed 
to  the  Air,  this  was  fo  worn  out  fome  time  ago, 
that  they  ordered  the  beft  Painter  they  had,  to 
lay  new  Colours  on  it  ;  but  this  is  fo  ill  done, 
that  one  had  rather  fee  the  dead  Shadows  of  Hol- 
hen’s  Pencil,  than  this  coarfe  Work.  There  is 
in  Bafil  a  Gunfmith,  that  maketh  Wind-Guns, 
and  he  {hewed  me  one,  that  as  it  received  at 
once  Air  for  ten  Shot,  fo  it  had  this  peculiar  to 
it,  which  he  pretends  was  his  own  Invention, 
that  he  can  difcharge  all  the  Air  that  can  be  par¬ 
celled  out  in  ten  Shot  at  once  to  give  a  home  Blow. 
I  confefs  thofe  are  terrible  Inffruments,  and  it 
feems  the  Intereft  of  Mankind  to  forbid  them 
quite,  fince  they  can  be  employed  to  affafiinate 
Perfons  fo  dextroufly,  that  neither  Noife  nor  Fire 
will  difcover  from  what  Hand  the  Shot  cometh. 
The  Library  of  Bafil  is  by  much  the  bed  in  all 
Switzerland.  There  is  a  fine  Collection  of  Me¬ 
dals  in  it,  and  a  very  handfome  Library  of  Ma- 
nufcripts.  The  Room  is  noble,  and  difpofed  in 
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a  very  good  Method.  Their  Manufcripts  are 
chiefly  the  Latin  Fathers,  or  Latin  Tranflations, 
of  the  Greek  Fathers  ;  fome  good  Bibles.  They 
have  the  Gofpel  in  Greek  Capitals,  but  they  are 
vicioufly  writ  in  many  Places.  There  is  an  infi¬ 
nite  Number  of  the  Writers  of  the  darker  Ag.  \ 
and  there  are  Legends  and  Sermons  without 
Number.  All  the  Books  that  were  in  the  feve- 
ral  Monafleries  at  the  Time  of  the  Reformation, 
were  carefully  preferved  ;  and  they  believe,  that 
the  Bifhops  who  fat  here  in  the  Council  brought 
with  them  a  great  many  Manufcripts  which  they 
never  carried  away.  Among  their  Manufcripts, 
J  faw  four  of  Hufs’s  Letters  that  he  writ  to  the 
Bohemians  the  Day  before  Lis  Death,  which  are 
very  devout,  but  exceflively  Ample.  The  Ma¬ 
nufcripts  of  this  Library  are  far  more  numerous 
than  thofe  of  Bern ,  which  were  gathered  by 
Bongarjius ,  and  left  by  him  to  the  publick  Libra¬ 
ry  there.  They  are  indeed  very  little  confiaered 
there,  and  are  the  worfl:  kept  that  ever  I  faw. 
But  it  is  a  noble  Collection  of  all  the  ancient  La¬ 
tin  Authors.  They  have  fome  few  of  the  beffc 
of  the  Roman  Times,  writ  in  great  Characters, 
and  there  are  many  that  are  feven  or  eight  hun¬ 
dred  Years  old.  There  is  in  Baftl  one  of  the 
befit  Collections  of  Medals  that  I  ever  faw  in 
private  Hands,  together  with  a  noble  Library,  in 
which  there  are  Manufcripts  of  good  Antiquity, 
that  belong  to  the  Family  of  Fefch ,  and  that  go 
from  one  learned  Man  of  the  Family  to  another  : 
For  this  Inheritance  can  only  pafs  to  a  Man  of 
Learning;  and  when  the  Family  produceth  none, 
then  it  is  to  go  to  the  Publick.  In  Bafily  as  the 
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feveral  Companies  have  been  more  or  lefs  ffridf, 
in  admitting  fome  to  a  Freedom  in  the  Com^ 
pany,  that  have  not  been  of  the  Trade,  fo  they 
retain  their  Privileges  to  this  Day.  For,  infuch 
Companies,  that  have  once  received  fuch  a 
Number  that  have  not  been  of  the  Trade,  as 
'grew  to  be  the  Majority,  the  Trade  hath  never 
been  able  to  recover  their  Intereft.  But  fome 
Companies  have  been  more  cautious,  and  have 
never  admitted  any  but  thofe  that  were  of  the 
Trade;  fo  that  they  retain  their  Intereft  ftill  in 
Government.  Of  thefe  the  Butchers  were 
named  for  one  ;  fo  that  there  are  always  four 
Butchers  in  the  Council.  The  Great  Council 
confifteth  of  two  hundred  and  forty,  but  they 
have  no  Power  left  them,  and  they  are  only  af- 
fembied  upon  fome  extraordinary  Occafions, 
when  the  Little  Council  thinketh  fit  to  commu¬ 
nicate  any  important  Matter  to  them.  There 
are  but  fix  Bailiages  that  belong  to  Bafil ,  which 
are  not  Employments  of  great  Advantage  ;  for 
the  beft  of  them  doth  afford  to  the  Bailiff  only  a 
thoufand  Livres  a  Year.  They  reckon  that  there 
are  in  Bafil  three  thoufand  Men  that  can  bear 
Arms,  and  that  they  could  raife  four  thoufand 
more  out  of  the  Canton ,  fo  that  the  Town  is  al- 
moft  the  Half  of  this  State,  and  the  whole 
rnaketh  thirty  Parifiies.  There  are  eighteen 
Frofeffors  in  this  Univerfity  5  and  there  is  a  Spi ' 
rit  of  a  more  free  and  generous  Learning  ftirring 
there,  than  I  faw  in  all  thofe  Parts.  There  is  a 
great  Decency  of  Habit  in  Bafil ;  and  the  Garb 
both  of  the  Counfellors,  Minifters,  and  Profef- 
fors,  their  ftiff  Puffs,  and  their  long  Beards, 
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have  an  Air  that  is  auguft.  The  Appointments 
are  but  fmali,  for  Counfeliors,  Minifters,  and 
Profefiors  have  but  an  hundred  Crowns  a-piece : 
It  is  true,  many  Minifters  are  Profefiors,  fo  this 
mendeth  the  Matter  a  little  j  but  perhaps  it  would 
go  better  with  the  State  of  Learning  there,  if 
they  had  but  half  the  Number  of  Profefiors, 
and  if  thofe  were  a  little  better  encouraged.  No 
where  is  the  Rule  of  St.  Paul  [of  Women’s 
having  on  their  Heads  the  Badge  of  the  Autho¬ 
rity  under  w7hich  they  are  brought,  which  by  a 
Phrafe  that  is  not  extraordinary  he  calleth  Power ] 
better  obferved  than  at  Bafil ;  for  all  the  married 
Women  go  to  Church  with  a  Coif  on  their 
Heads,  that  is  fo  folded,  that  as  it  cometh  down 
fo  far  as  to  cover  their  Eyes,  fo  another  Folding 
covered  alfo  their  Mouth  and  Chin,  fo  that  no¬ 
thing  but  their  Nofe  appears  ;  and  then  all  turns 
backward  in  a  Folding  that  hangeth  down  to 
their  Mid-leg :  This  is  always  white  ;  fo  that 
there  is  fuch  a  Sight  of  white  Heads  in  their 
Churches,  as  cannot  be  found  any  where  elfe. 
The  unmarried  Women  wear  Hats  turned  up  in 
the  Brims  before  and  behind  ;  and  the  Brims  of 
the  Sides  being  about  a  Foot  broad,  ftand  out 
far  on  both  hands :  This  Fafhion  is  alfo  at  Straf - 
burg,  and  is  worn  there  alfo  by  the  married 
Women. 

I  mentioned  formerly  the  conftant  Danger  to 
which  this  Place  is  expofed  from  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Hunningen  :  I  was  told,  that  at  firft  it 
was  pretended,  that  the  French  King  intended  to 
build  only  a  fmali  Fort  there  ;  and  it  was  believ¬ 
ed,  that  one  of  the  Burgo-mafters  of  Bafil ,  who 
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was  thought  not  only  the  wifeft  Man  of  that 
Canton,  but  of  all  Switzerland ,  was  gained  to 
lay  all  Men  afleep,  and  to  allure  them,  that  the 
fullering  this  Fort  to  be  built  fo  near  them,  was 
of  no  Importance  to  them  ;  but  now  they  fee  too 
late  their  fatal  Error  ;  for  the  Place  is  great,  and 
will  hold  a  Garrifon  of  three  or  four  thoufand 
Men.  It  is  a  Pentagon,  only  the  Side  towards 
the  Rhine  is  fo  large,  that  if  it  went  round  on 
that  Side,  I  believe  it  muft  have  been  an  Hexa¬ 
gon.  The  BaJI ions  have  all  Orillons,  and  in  the 
Middle  of  them  there  is  a  void  Space  not  filled 
up  with  Earth,  where  there  is  a  Magazine  built 
fo  thick  in  the  Vault,  that  it  is  Proof  againft 
Bombs.  The  Ra?nparts  are  flrongly  faced  ; 
there  is  a  large  Ditch ,  and  before  the  Cortin  in 
the  middle  of  the  Ditch  there  runs  all  along  a 
Horn-Work ,  which  is  but  ten  or  twelve  Foot 
high  \  and  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Rampart 
there  goeth  a  Vault  to  this  Horn-Work,  that  is 
for  conveying  of  Men  for  its  Defence.  Before 
this  Horn-Work  there  is  a  Half-Moon ,  with  this 
that  is  peculiar  to  thofe  new  Fortifications,  that 
there  is  a  Ditch  that  cuts  the  Half-Moon  in  an 
Angle,  and  maketh  one  Half- Moon  within  ano¬ 
ther  :  Beyond  that  there  is  a  Counterfcarp  about 
twelve  Foot  high  above  the  Water,  with  a  Co¬ 
ver'd  Way ,  and  a  Glacis  defigned,  tho’  not  exe¬ 
cuted.  There  is  alfo  a  great  Horn-Work  befides 
all  this,  which  runs  out  a  huge  Way  with  its 
Outworks  towards  Bafil.  There  is  alfo  a  Bridge 
laid  over  the  Rhine ,  and  there  being  an  Ifland  in 
the  River  where  the  Bridge  is  laid,  there  is  a 
Hern-Work  that  filleth  and  fortieth  it.  The 
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Buildings  in  this  Fort  are  beautiful,  and  the 
Square  can  hold  above  four  thoufand  Men  :  The 
Works  are  not  yet  quite  finifhed,  but  when  all 
is  completed,  this  will  be  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
Places  in  Europe .  There  is  a  Cavalier  on  one  or 
two  of  the  Baft  ions ,  and  there  are  Half- Moons 
before  the  Bajlions ,  fo  that  the  Switzers  fee  their 
Danger  now  when  it  is  not  eafy  to  red  refs  it. 
This  Place  is  fituated  in  a  great  Plain,  fo  that  it 
is  com  Handed  by  no  riling  Ground  on  any  Side 
of  it.  I  made  a  little  Tour  into  Alface ,  as  far 
as  Mountbelliard ;  the  Soil  is  extreme  rich,  but 
it  hath  been  fo  long  a  Frontier  Country,  and  is 
by  Confequence  fo  ill  peopled,  that  it  is  in  ma¬ 
ny  Places  overgrown  with  Woods.  In  one  Re- 
fpedt  it  is  fit  to  be  the  Seat  of  War,  for  it  is  full 
of  Iron- Works,  which  bring  a  great  deal  of 
Money  into  the  Country.  I  faw  nothing  pecu¬ 
liar  in  the  Iron- Works  there,  except  that  the 
Sides  of  the  great  Bellows  were  not  of  Leather, 
but  of  Wood,  which  faves  much  Money  ;  fo  I 
will  not  ftand  to  defcribe  them.  The  River 
Rhine  all  from  Bafil  to  Spire  is  fo  low,  and  is  on 
both  Sides  fo  cover'd  with  Woods,  that  one  that 
cometh  down  in  a  Boat  hath  no  Sight  of  the 
Country.  The  River  runneth  fometimes  with 
fuch  a  Force,  that  nothing  but  fuch  Woods  could 
preferve  its  Banks,  and  even  thefe  are  not  able 
to  fave  them  quite  ;  for  the  Trees  are  often 
wafhed  away  by  the  very  Roots,  fo  that  in  many 
Places  thofe  Trees  lie  along  in  the  Channel  of 
the  River.  It  hath  been  alfo  thought  a  fort  of 
a  Fortification  to  both  Sides  of  the  River  to  have 
it  thus  faced  with  Woods,  which  maketh  the 
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palling  of  Men  dangerous,  when  they  muft 
march  for  fomeTime  after  their  Pafiage  through 
a  Defile The  firft  Night,  from  Bafil  we  came 
to  Brifac ,  which  is  a  poor  and  miferable  Town  ; 
but  it  is  a  noble  Fortification,  and  hath  on  the 
Weft  Side  of  the  River,  over  which  a  Bridge  is 
laid,  a  regular  Fort  of  four  or  five  Bajlions . 
The  Town  of  Brifac  rifeth  all  on  a  Hill,  which 
is  a  confiderable  Height.  There  were  near  it 
two  Hills,  the  one  is  taken  within  the  Fortifi¬ 
cation,  and  the  other  is  fo  well  levelled  with  the 
Ground,  that  one  cannot  fo  much  as  find  out 
where  it  was.  All  the  Ground  about  for  many 
Miles  is  plain  ;  fo  that  from  the  Hill,  as  from  a 
Cavalier ,  one  can  fee  exatftly  well,  efpecially 
with  the  Help  of  a  PerfpeHive,  all  the  Motions 
of  an  Enemy  in  cafe  of  a  Siege.  The  Fortifi¬ 
cation  is  of  a  huge  Compafs,  above  a  French 
League,  indeed  almoft  a  German  League.  T  he 
Bajlions  are  quite  filled  with  Earth they  are  fa¬ 
ced  with  Brick,  and  have  a  huge  broad  Ditch  full 
of  Water  round  them  :  The  Count erfcarp,  the 
Cover'd  Way ,  which  hath  a  Palifade  within  a 
Parapet ,  and  the  Glacis ,  are  all  well  executed  : 
There  is  a  Half  Moon  before  every  Cortin  ;  the 
Bajlions  have  no  Or i lions ^  except  one  or  two, 
and  the  Cortins  are  fo  difpofed,  that  a  good  part 
of  them  defend  the  Bajlion.  The  Garrifon  of 
this  Place  in  Time  of  War  muft  needs  be  eight  or 
ten  thoufand  Men.  There  hath  not  been  much 
done  of  late  to  this  Place,  only  the  Ditch  is  fo 
adjufted,  that  it  is  all  defended  by  the  Flanks  of 
the  Bajlions .  But  the  nobleft  Place  on  the  Rhine 
is  Strajburg  >  it  is  a  Town  of  a  huge  Extent, 

and 


Germany  and  Switzerland.  263 

and  hath  a  double  Wall  and  Ditch  all  round  it; 
the  inner  Wall  is  old,  and  of  no  Strength,  nor  is 
the  outward  Wall  very  good  ;  it  hath  a  Faujfe - 
braye ,  and  is  faced  with  Brick  twelve  or  fifteen 
Foot  above  the  Ditch  :  The  Counterfcarp  is  in 
an  ill  Condition,  fo  that  the  Town  was  not  in 
Cafe  to  make  any  long  Refiftance  ;  but  it  is  now 
ftrongly  fortified.  There  is  a  Citadel  built  on 
that  Side  that  goeth  towards  the  Rhine ,  that  is 
much  fuch  a  Fort  as  that  of  Hunningen  ;  and  on 
the  Side  of  the  Citackl  towards  the  Bridge  there 
is  a  great  Horn-Work ,  that  runs  out  a  great  Way 
with  Outworks  belonging  to  it.  There  are  al  o 
fmall  Forts  at  the  two  chief  Gates  that  lead  to 
Alface ,  by  which  the  City  is  fo  bridled,  that 
thefe  can  cut  off  all  its  Communication  with  the 
Country  about  in  cafe  of  a  Revolt.  The  Bridge 
is  alfo  well  fortified  ;  there  are  alfo  Forts  in  fome 
Blands  in  the  Rhine ,  and  fome  Redoubts  ;  fo 
that  all  round  this  Place  there  is  one  of  the  great- 
eft  Fortifications  that  is  in  Europe » 

Hitherto  the  Capitulation,  with  relation  to  Re¬ 
ligion,  hath  been  well  kept  ;  and  there  is  fo 
fmall  a  Number  of  new  Converts,  and  thefe  are 
for  the  greateft  part  fo  inconfiderable,  they  not 
being  in  all  above  two  hundred,  as  I  was  told, 
that  if  they  do  not  employ  the  new-fafliioned 
Mifiionaries  a  la  Dragonne ,  the  old  ones  are  not 
like  to  have  fo  great  a  Harveft  there  as  they  pro- 
mifed  themfelves,  though  they  are  Jefuits.  The 
Lutherans  for  the  greateft  part  retain  their  Ani- 
mofities  almoft  to  an  equal  Degree  both  againft 
Papijis  and  Calvini/ls.  I  was  in  their  Church, 
where,  if  the  Mufick  of  their  Pfalms  pleafed  me 
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much,  the  Irreverence  in  Tinging  (it  being  free 
to  keep  on  or  put  off  the  Hat)  did  appear  very 
ftrange  to  me.  The  Churches  are  full  of  Pic¬ 
tures,  in  which  the  chief  Paffages  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  Life  are  reprefented,  but  there  is  no  fort 
of  religious  Refpedf  paid  them  :  They  bow  when 
they  name  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  well  as  at  the 
Name  of  Jefus ;  but  they  have  not  the  Ceremo¬ 
nies  that  the  Lutherans  of  Saxony  ufe,  which  Mr. 
Behely  their  Profeflor  of  Divinity,  faid  was  a 
great  Happinefs  ;  for  a  Similitude  in  outward 
Rites  might  difpofe  the  ignorant  People  to  change 
too  eafily.  I  found  feveral  good  People  both  of 
the  Lutheran  Minifters  and  others  acknowledge, 
that  there  was  fuch  a  Corruption  of  Morals 
fpread  over  the  whole  City,  that  as  they  had 
juftly  drawn  down  on  their  Heads  the  Plague  of 
the  Lofs  of  their  Liberty*  fo  this  having  touch’d 
them  fo  little,  they  had  reafon  to  look  for  feverer 
Strokes.  One  feeth  in  the  Ruin  of  this  City, 
what  a  mifchievous  Thing  the  popular  Pride  of  a 
free  City  is  :  They  fancied  they  were  able  to  de¬ 
fend  themfelves,  and  fo  they  refufed  to  let  an 
Imperial  Garrifon  come  within  their  Town  ;  for 
if  they  had  received  only  five  hundred  Men,  as 
that  fmall  Number  would  not  have  been  able  to 
have  opprefs’d  their  Liberties,  fo  it  would  have 
fo  fecured  the  Town,  that  the  French  could  not 
have  befieged  it  without  making  War  on  the 
Empire  :  But  the  Town  thought  this  was  a  Di¬ 
minution  of  their  F reedom,  and  fo  chofe  rather 
to  pay  a  Garrifon  of  three  thoufand  Soldiers, 
which  as  it  exhaufted  their  Revenue,  and  brought 
them  under  great  Taxes,  fo  it  proved  too  weak 
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for  their  Defence  when  the  French  Army  came 
before  th@m.  *  The  Town  begins  to  fink  in  its 
Trade,  notwithftanding  the  great  Circulation  of 
Money  that  the  Expence  of  the  Fortifications 
hath  brought  to  it ;  but  when  that  is  at  an  end, 
it  will  fink  more  fenfibly  ;  for  it  is  impoftible 
for  a  Place  of  Trade,  that  is  to  have  always 
eight  or  ten  thoufand  Soldiers  in  it,  to  continue 
long  in  a  flourifhing  State.  There  was  a  great 
Animofity  between  two  of  the  chief  Families  of 
the  Town,  Dietrick  and  Ohrecht ;  the  former 
was  the  Burgo-mafter,  and  was  once  almoft  run 
down  by  a  Fadfion  that  the  other  had  raifed  a- 
gainft  him ;  but  he  turned  the  Tide,  and  got 
fuch  ^an  Advantage  againft  Obrecht ,  who  had 
writ  fomewhat  againft  the  Conduct  of  their 
Affairs,  that  he  was  condemned  and  beheaded 
for  writing  Libels  againft  the  Government.  Bis 
Son  is  a  learned  Man,  and  was  Profeffor  of  the 
Civil  Law;  and  he  to  have  his  Turn  of  Re¬ 
venge  againft  j Dietrich,  went  to  Paris  laft  Sum¬ 
mer,  and  that  he  might  make  his  Court  the  bet¬ 
ter,  changed  his  Religion.  Dietrick  had  been 
always  looked  on  as  one  of  the  chief  of  the 
French  Fadtion,  tho’  he  had  been  at  fir  ft  an 
Imperialiji ,  fo  it  was  thought  that  he  fhould 
have  been  well  rewarded  ;  yet  it  was  expected, 
that  to  make  himfelf  capable  of  that,  he  lhould 
have  changed  his  Religion  ;  but  he  was  an  an- 
tientMan,  and  would  not  pur  chafe  his  Court  at 
that  Rate  ;  fo  without  any  Reafon  given,  and 
againft  the  exprels  Words  of  the  Capitulation, 
he  was  confined  to  one  of  the  midland  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  France  (as  I  remember,  it  was  Lisin - 
•  N  -  .  Jin:) 
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fin  :)  And  thus  he,  that  had  been  thought  the 
chief  Caufe  of  this  Town’s  falling  under  the 
Power  of  the  French ,  is  the  firft  Man  that  hath 
felt  the  EffeHs  of  it.  The  Library  here  is  con- 
fiderable  :  The  Cafe  is  a  great  Room  very  well 
contrived  \  for  it  is  divided  into  Clofets  all  over 
the  Body  of  the  Room,  which  runs  about  thefe 
as  a  Gallery,  and  in  thefe  Clofets  all  round 
there  are  the  Books  of  the  feveral  Profeffions 
lodged  apart :  There  is  one  for  Manufcripts, 
in  which  there  are  fome  of  confiderable  Anti¬ 
quity.  I  need  fay  nothing  to  you  of  the  vaft 
Height,  and  the  Gothick  Archite£lure  of  the 
Steeple,  and  of  the  great  Church,  nor  of  the 
curious  Clock,  where  there  is  fo  vaft  a  Variety 
of  Motions ;  for  thefe  are  well  known.  The 
Bas  Reliefs  upon  the  Tops  of  the  great  Pillars 
of  the  Church  are  not  fo  vifible,  but  they  are 
lurprizing ;  for  this  being  a  Fabrick  of  three  or 
four  Hundred  Years  old,  it  is  very  ftrange  to 
fee  fuch  Reprefentations  as  are  there.  There 
is  a  Proceffion  reprefented,  in  which  a  Hog 
carrieth  the  Pot  with  the  Holy  Water,  and 
Afies  and  Hogs  in  Prieftly  Veftments  follow  to 
make  up  the  Proceffion ;  there  is  alfo  an  Afs 
{landing  before  an  Altar,  as  if  he  were  going 
to  confecrate  ;  and  one  carrieth  a  Cafe  with  Re- 
Jiques,  within  which  one  feeth  a  Fox  ;  and 
the  Trains  of  all  that  go  in  this  Proceffion  are 
fupported  by  Monkies.  This  feems  to  have  been 
made  in  Hatred  of  the  Monks,  whom  the  Se¬ 
cular  Clergy  abhorred  at  that  Time,  becaufe  they 
had  drawn  the  Wealth  and  the  following  of  the 
World  after  them  ,  and  they  had  expofed  the 
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Secular  Clergy  fo  much  for  their  Ignorance, 
that,  it  is  probable*  after  fome  Ages  the  Monks 
falling  under  the  fame  Contempt,  the  Secular 
Clergy  took  their  T urn  in  expofmg  them  in  fo 
lafting  a  Reprefentation  to  the  Scorn  of  the 
World.  There  is  alfo  in  the  Pulpit  a  Nun  cut 
in  Wood  lying  along,  and  a  Friar  lying  near 
her  with  his  Breviary  open  before  him,  and  his 
Hand  under  the  Nun’s  Habit,  and  the  Nun’s 
Feet  are  (hod  with  Iron  Shoes.  I  confefs,  I 
did  not  look  for  thefe  Things,  for  I  had  not 
heard  of  them ;  but  my  noble  Friend  Mr. 
Ablancourt  view’d  them  with  great  Exa£lnefs 
while  he  was  the  French  King’s  Refident  at 
Strajburg ,  in  the  Company  of  one  of  the  Ma- 
giftrates  that  waited  on  him  ;  and  it  is  upon 
his  Credit,  to  which  all  that  know  his  eminent 
Sincerity,  know  how  much  is  due,  that  I  give 
you  this  Particular. 

From  Strajburg  we  went  down  the  Rhine  to 
Philipfburgi  which  lieth  at  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile’s  Diftance  from  the  River  ;  it  is  but  a  fmall 
Place,  and  the  Bajlions  are  but  little  ;  there  is  a 
Ravelin  before  almoft  all  the  Gortins ;  and  there 
lie  fuch  Marfhes  all  round  it,  that  in  thefe  lieth 
the  chief  Strength  of  the  Place  .  The  French  had 
begun  a  great  Crown-Work  on  the  Side  that  lieth 
to  the  Rhine ,  and  had  call  out  a  HarnJVork  be¬ 
yond  that ;  but  by  all  that  appears,  it  feems 
they  intended  to  continue  that  Crozvn-Work 
quite  round  the  Town,  and  to  make  a  fecond 
Wall  and  Ditch  all  round  it,  which  would 
have  enlarged  the  Place  vaftly,  and  made  a 
Compafs  capable  enough  to  lodge  above  ten 
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thoufand  Men  ;  and  this  would  have  been  fa 
terrible  a  Neighbour  to  the  Palatinate  and  all 
Franconia ,  that  it  was  a  M afterpiece  in  Charles- 
Lewis ,  the  late  Eleiftor  Palatine ,  to  engage  the 
Empire  into  this  Siege  :  He  faw  well,  how  much 
it  concerned  him  to  have  it  out  of  the  Hands  of 
the  French  ;  fo  that  he  took  great  Care  to  have 
the  Duke  of  Lorraine  Camp  fo  well  fupplied 
with  all  Things  neceftary  during  the  Siege,  that 
the  Army  lay  not  under  the  leaft  Uneafinefs  all 
the  while.  From  thence  in  three  Hours  we 
came  to  Spire ,  which  is  fo  naked  a  Town,  that 
if  it  were  attacked,  it  could  not  make  the  leaft: 
Refiftance.  The  Town  is  neither  great  nor 
rich,  and  is  fubfifted  chiefly  by  the  Imperial 
Chamber  that  fltteth  here,  though  there  is  a 
conftant  Difpute  between  the  Town  and  the 
Chamber  concerning  Privileges  ;  for  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Town  pretends,  that  the 
Judges  of  the  Chamber,  as  they  are  private 
Men,  and  out  of  the  Court  of  Judicature,  are 
fubjedl  to  them  ;  and  fo  about  a  Year  ago  they 
put  one  of  the  Judges  in  Prifon  :  On  the  other 
hand  the  Judges  pretend,  that  their  Perfons  are 
facred.  It  was  the  Confideration  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber,  that  procured  to  the  Town  the  Neutrality 
that  they  enjoyed  all  the  laft  War.  I  thought 
to  have  feen  the  Forms  of  this  Court,  and  the 
Way  of  laying  up  and  preferving  their  Records, 
but  the  Court  was  not  then  fitting.  The  Build¬ 
ing,  the  Halls  and  Chambers  of  this  famous 
Court,  are  mean  beyond  Imagination,  and  look 
liker  the  Halls  of  fome  fmall  Company,  than  of 
fo  great  a  Body  j  and  I  could  not  fee  the  Places 
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where  they  lay  up  their  Archives.  The  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  City  is  all  Lutheran  ;  but  not 
only  the  Cathedral  is  in  the  Hands  of  the  Bifhop 
and  Chapter,  but  there  are  likewife  feveral  Con¬ 
vents  of  both  Sexes,  and  the  Jefuits  have  alfo  a 
College  there.  There  is  little  remarkable  in  the 
Cathedral,  which  is  a  huge  Building  in  the  Go- 
thick  Manner,  of  the  word  Sort :  The  Tombs 
of  many  Emperors  that  lie  buried  there  are  re¬ 
markable  for  their  Meannefs,  they  being  onlv 
great  Flag-ftones  laid  on  fmall  Stone  Baliiiters  of 
a  Foot  and  a  half  high  :  There  are  alfo  the 
Marks  of  a  ridiculous  Fabie  concerning  Saint 
Bernard ,  which  is  too  foolifh  to  be  related  ;  yet 
iince  they  have  taken  fuch  Pains  to  preferve  the 
Remembrance  of  it,  I  (hall  venture  to  wTrite  it., 
There  are  from  the  Gate  all  along  the  Nave  of 
the  Church  up  to  tire  Steps  that  go  up  to  the 
Choir,  four  round  Plates  of  Brafs,  above  a  Foot 
Diameter,  and  at  the  Difhnce  of  thirty  Foot 
one  from  another  laid  in  the  Pavement  ;  on  the 
firft  of  thefe  is  engraven  O  Clemens ,  on  the  fe- 
cond  O  Pia ,  on  the  third  0  Feelix ,  and  on  the 
fourth  Maria  !  The  laft  is  about  thirty  Foot  dif- 
tant  from  a  Statue  of  the  Virgin  ;  fo  they  fay 
that  St.  Bernard  came  up  the  whole  Length  of 
the  Church  at  four  Steps,  and  that  thofe  four 
Plates  were  laid  where  he  flept  ;  and  that  at 
every  Step  he  pronounced  the  Word  that  is  en¬ 
graven  on  the  Plate  ;  and  when  he  came  to  the 
laft,  the  Image  of  the  Virgin  anfwered  him. 
Salve  Bernarde  ;  upon  which  he  anfwered,  Let 
a  JVoman  keep  Silence  in  the  Church ;  and  that 
the  Virgin’s  Statue  has  kept  Silence  ever  fince. 
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This  la  ft  Part  of  the  Story  is  certainly  very  cre¬ 
dible  :  He  was  a  Man  of  Learning  that  fhewed 
me  this;  and  he  repeated  it  fo  gravely  to  me, 
that  I  faw  he  either  believed  it,  or  at  leaft  that 
he  had  a  mind  to  make  me  believe  it ;  and  I 
afked  him  as  gravely,  if  that  was  as  firmly  be¬ 
lieved  there  ;  he  told  me  that  one  had  lately  writ 
a  Book  to  prove  the  Truth  of  it,  as  I  remember, 
it  was  a  Jefuit :  Pie  acknowledged  it  was  not  an 
Article  of  Faith,  fo  I  was  fatisfied.  There  is  in 
the  Cloifter  an  old  Gothick  Reprefentation  of  our 
Saviour’s  Agony  in  Stone,  with  a,  great  many 
Figures  of  his  Apofiles  and  the  Company  that 
came  to  feize  him,  that  is  not  an  ill  Sculpture 
for  the  Age  in  which  it  was  made,  it  being;  fome 
Ages  old.  The  Galvinifls  have  a  Church  in  this 
Town,  but  their  Numbers  are  not  confiderable. 
I  was  told  there  were  fome  ancient  Manufcripts 
in  the  Library  that  belongeth  to  the  Cathedral; 
but  one  of  the  Prebendaries  to  whom  I  addreiied 
myfelf,  being,  according  to  the  German  Cuftom, 
a  Man  of  greater  Quality  than  lyearning,  told 
me,  he  heard  they  had  fome  ancient  Manu- 
fcripts,  but  he  knew  nothing  of  them  ;  and  the 
Dean  wras  abfent,  fo  I  could  not  fee  them,  for 
he  kept  one  of  the  Keys.  1  he  Loivcr  Palati¬ 
nate  is  certainly  one  of  the  fweeteft  Countries  of 
all  Germany  ;  it  is  a  great  Plain  till  one  cometh 
to  the  Hills  of  Heidelberg  ;  the  Town  is  ill  Stria¬ 
ted  juft  in  a  Bottom  between  two  Ranges  of 
Hills,  yet  the  Air  is  much  commended.  I  need 
fay  nothing  of  the  Caftle,  nor  of  the  prodigious 
Wine-Cellar,  in  which  though  there  is  but  one 
celebrated  Tun,  that  is  feventeen  Foot  high, 
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and  twenty  fix  Foot  long,  and  is  built  with  a 
Strength,  more  like  that  of  the  Ribs  of  a  Ship, 
than  the  Staves  of  a  Tun;  yet  there  are  many 
other  Tuns  of  fuch  a  prodigious  Bignefs,  that 
they  would  feem  very  extraordinary,  if  this  vail 
one  did  not  eclipfe  them.  The  late  Prince 
Charles-Lewis  ihewed  his  Capacity  in  the  peo¬ 
pling  and  fettling  his  State,  that  had  been  fo  en¬ 
tirely  ruined,  being  for  many  Years  the  Seat  of 
War  ;  for  in  four  Years  Time  he  brought  it  to 
a  flourifhing  Condition  :  he  railed  the  "Faxes  as 
high  as  was  poilible  without  difpeopling  his 
Country  ;  all  Men’s  Elates  were  valued,  and 
they  were  taxed  at  Fi vq  per  Cent,  of  the  Value 
of  their  Eilates  ;  but  their  Eilates  were  not  va¬ 
lued  to  the  Rigour,  but  with  fuch  Abatements  as 
have  been  ordinary  in  England  in  the  Times  of 
Subfidies  ;  fo  that  when  his  Son  ofFered  to  bring 
the  Taxes  down  to  Two  per  Cent .  of  the  real 
Value,  the  Subjedts  all  defired  him  rather  to  con¬ 
tinue  them  as  they  were.  There  is  no  Prince  in 
Germany,  that- is  more  abfolute  than  the  Eledfor 
Palatine  ;  for  lie  layeth  on  his  Subjects  what 
Taxes  he  pleafeth,  without  being  limited  to  any 
Forms  of  Government.  And  here  I  law  that 
which  I  had  always  believ’d  to  be  true,  that  the 
Subjedls  of  Germany  are  only  bound  to  their  par¬ 
ticular  Prince  ;  for  they  fwear  Allegiance  fingly 
to  the  Eledtor,  without  any  Referve  for  the  Em¬ 
peror;  and  in  their  Prayers  for  him,  they  name 
him  their  Sovereign.  It  is  true,  the  Prince  is 
under  fome  Ties  to  the  Emperor  ;  but  the  Sub- 
jedls  are  under  none.  And  by  this  D.  Fa  hr  it  ins 
a  learned  and  iudicious  ProfefTor  there,  explain- 
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ed  thofe  Words  of  P  arcus’s  Commentary  on  the 
Romans ,  which  had  refpedf  only  to  the  Princes 
of  the  Empire,  and  were  quite  mifunderftood  by 
thofe  who  fancied  that  they  favour’d  Rebellion  ; 
for  there  is  no  Place  in  Europe  where  all  rebel¬ 
lious  Doctrine  is  more  born  down  than  here.  1 
found  a  great  Spirit  of  Moderation,  with  relation 
to  thofe  fmall  Controversies  that  have  occafioned 
fuch  Heat  in  the  Protefiant  Churches  reigning  in 
the  Univerfity  there,  which  is  in  a  great  Meafure 
owing  to  the  Prudence,  the  Learning,  and  the 
happy  Temper  of  Mind  of  D.  Fabritins  and  D. 
Miek ,  who,  as  they  were  long  in  England ,  fo 
they  have  that  generous  Largenefs  of  Soul  which 
is  the  noble  Ornament  of  many  of  the  Englifh 
Divines.  Prince  Charles-Lewis  faw  that  Man- 
hehn  was  marked  out  by  Nature  to  be  the  mod: 
important  Place  of  all  his  Territory,  it  being  fi- 
tuated  in  the  Point  where  the  Neckar  falleth  into 
the  Rhine  ;  fo  that  thofe  two  Rivers  defending  it 
on  two  Sides,  it  was  capable  of  a  good  Fortifi¬ 
cation.  It  is  true,  the  Air  is  not  thought  whol- 
fom,  and  the  Water  is  not  good  ;  yet  he  made 
a  fine  Town  there,  and  a  noble  Citadel,  with  a 
Tegular  Fortification  about  it  ;  and  hedefigned  a 
great  Palace  there,  but  he  did  not  live  to  build 
it.  He  faw  of  what  Advantage  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcience  was  to  the  peopling  of  his  Country  ;  fo 
as  he  fuffered  the  "Jews  to  come  and  fettle  there, 
he  refolv’d  alfo  not  only  to  fuffer  the  three  Reli¬ 
gions  tolerated  by  the  Laws  of  the  Empire  to  be 
profefied  there,  but  he  built  a  Church  for  them 
all  three,  which  he  called  The  Church  of  the 
Concord ,  in  which  both  Calvinijls ,  Lutherans , 
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and  Papijis  had,  in  the  Order  in  which  I  have 
fet  them  down,  the  Exercife  of  their  Religion  ; 
and  he  maintain’d  the  Peace  of  his  Principality 
fo  entirely,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  Diforder 
occafion’d  by  this  Toleration  :  This  indeed  made 
him  to  be  look’d  on  as  a  Prince  that  did  not 
much  confider  Religion  himfelf.  He  had  a  won¬ 
derful  Application  to  all  Affairs,  and  was  not  on¬ 
ly  his  own  chief  Minifter,  but  he  alone  did  the 
Work  of  many. 

But  I  were  unjuft,  if  I  fhould  not  fay  feme- 
what  to  you  of  the  princely  Virtues,  and  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Probity  of  the  prefent  Pr.  Eledlor,  up¬ 
on  whom  that  Dignity  is  devolved  by  the  Ex¬ 
tinction  of  fo  many  Princes,  that  in  this  Age 
compofed  the  moft  numerous  Family  of  any  of 
that  Rank  in  Europe.  This  Prince,  as  he  is  in 
many  Refpects  an  Honour  to  the  Religion  that 
he  profeffes,  fo  he  is  in  nothing  more  to  he  com¬ 
mended  by  thofe  who  differ  from  him,  than  for 
his  exacft  adhering  to  the  Promifes  he  made  his 
Subjects,  with  relation  to  their  Religipn ;  in 
which  he  has  not.  (even  in  the  final  left  Matters) 
broke  in  upon  their  eftablifti’d  Laws  :  And  tho’ 
an  Order  of  Men  that  have  turned  the  World 
upfide  down,  have  great  Credit  with  him  ;  yet 
it  is  hitherto  viftble,  that  they  cannot  carry  fo 
far,  as  to  make  him  do  any  Thing  contrary  to 
the  eftablifhed  Religion,  and  to  thofe  facred 
Promifes  that  he  made  his  Subjects.  For  he 
makes  it  appear  to  all  the  World,  that  he  does 
not  confider  thofe,  as  jo  many  VEords  jpoken  at 
firjt  to  lay  his  People  aflcep ,  which  he  may  now 
explain  and  olferve  as  he  thinks  fit :  But  as  fo 
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many  Ties  upon  his  Confcience  and  Honour, 
which  he  will  religioufly  obferve.  And  as  in  the 
other  Parts  of  his  Life  he  has  fet  a  noble  Pattern 
to  all  the  Princes  of  Europe ,  fo  his  Exadfnefs  to 
his  Promifes,  is  that  which  cannot  be  too  much 
commended ;  of  which  this  extraordinary  In- 
ffance  has  been  communicated  to  me  fince  I  am 
come  into  this  Country.  The  Elector  had  a 
Proceffion  in  his  Court  laft  Corpus  Ghrijii  Day ; 
upon  which  one  of  the  Minifters  of  Heidelberg 
preach’d  a  very  fevere  Sermon  againft  Popery, 
and  in  particular  taxed  that  Proceffion  perhaps 
with  greater  Plainnefs  than  Difcretion.  This 
being  brought  to  the'Eledfor’s  Ears,  he  fent  pre¬ 
sently  an  Order  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Senate  to 
fufpend  him.  That  Court  is  compofed  of  fome 
Secular  Men,  and  fome  Churchmen  ;  and  as  the 
Prince’s  Authority  is  delegated  to  them,  fo  they 
have  a  fort  of  an  Epifcopal  Jurifdidfion  over  all 
the  Clergy.  This  Order  was  a  Surprize  to  them, 
as  being  a  diredf  Breach  upon  their  Laws  and  the 
Liberty  of  their  Religion  :  So  they  fent  a  Depu¬ 
tation  to  Court,  to  let  the  Elector  know  the 
Rea fons  that  hindred  them  from  obeying  his  Or¬ 
ders  ;  which  were  heard  with  fo  muchjuftice 
and  Gentlenefs,  that  the  Prince,  inffead  of  ex- 
preffing  any  Difpleafure  againft  them,  recalled 
the  Order  that  he  had  fent  them.  The  Way 
from  Heidelberg  to  Frankfort  is,  for  the  firft 
twelve  or  fifteeen  Miles,  the  moft  beautiful  Piece 
of  Ground  that  can  be  imagined  ;  for  we  went 
under  a  Ridge  of  little  Hills  that  are  all  covered 
with  Vines;  and  from  them,  as  far  as  the  Eye 
can  go,  there  is  a  beautiful  Plain  of  Corn  Fields 
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and  Meadows,  all  fweetly  divided  and  inclofed 
with  Rows  of  Trees,  fo  that  I  fancied  I  was  in 
Lombardy  again,  but  with  this  Advantage,  that 
here  all  was  not  of  a  Piece,  as  it  is  in  Lombardy  ; 
but  the  Hills,  as  they  made  a  pleafant  Inequality 
in  the  Profpedf,  fo  they  made  the  Air  purer,  and 
produced  a  pleafant  Wine.  The  Way  near 
Darmftadt ,  and  all  forwards  to  Frankfort ,  be- 
cometh  more  wild  and  more  Tandy.  There  is  a 
good  Suburb  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Maine 
over  againft  Franckfort ,  which  hath  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Fortification.  There  is  a  double  Wall 
and  a  double  Ditch  that  goeth  round  it ;  and  the 
outward  Wall,  as  it  is  regularly  fortified,  fo  it  is 
faced  with  Brick  to  a  confiderable  Height.  The 
Town  of  Franckfort  is  of  a  great  Extent,  and 
feemed  to  be  but  about  a  third  Part  lefs  than 
Strajburg .  The  three  Religions  are  alfo  tolera¬ 
ted  there  ;  and  tho’  the  Number  of  the  Papifts 
is  very  inconfiderable,  yet  they  have  the  great 
Church,  which  is  a  huge  rude  Building  :  '1  hey 
have  alfo  feveral  other  Churches,  and  fome  Con¬ 
vents  there.  There  are  feveral  open  Squares  for 
Market-places,  and  the  Houfes  about  them  look 
very  well  without.  Among  their  Archives  they 
prefer ve  the  Original  of  the  Bulla  Aurea ,  which 
is  only  a  great  Parchment  writ  in  High  Dutch , 
without  any  Beauty  anfwering  to  its  Title  :  And 
fince  I  could  not  have  underffood  it,  I  was  not 
at  the  Pains  of  defiring  to  fee  it  $  for  that  is  not 
obtained  without  Difficulty.  The  Lutherans 
have  here  built  a  new  Church,  called  St.  Ka¬ 
therine's,  in  which  there  is  as  much  Painting  as 
ever  I  faw  in  any  Popijh  Church  ;  and.  over  the 
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high  Altar  there  is  an  huge  carved  Crucifix,  ss 
there  are  painted  ones  in  other  Places  of  their 
Church.  The  Pulpit  is  extreme  fine,  of  Mar¬ 
ble  of  different  Colours,  very  well  polifhed  and 
joined.  I  was  here  at  Sermon,  where  I  under- 
ffood  nothing  ;  but  I  liked  one  Thing  that  Ifaw 
both  at  Strafburg  and  here,  that  at  the  End  of 
Prayers  there  was  a  confiderable  Interval  of  Si¬ 
lence  left,  before  the  Conclufion,  for  all  Peo¬ 
ple’s  private  Devotions.  In  the  Houfe  of  their 
publick  Difcipline,  they  retain  ftill  the  old  Ro~ 
?nan  Pijirina ,  or  Hand-Mill,  at  which  lewd 
Women  are  condemned  to  grind,  that  is,  to 
drive  about  the  Wheel  that  maketh  the  Mill- 
ffones  go.  There  is  a  great  Number  of  Jnvs 
there,  tho’  their  two  Synagogues  are  very  little, 
and  by  Confequence,  the  Numbers  being  great, 
they  are  very  nafty.  I  was  told,  they  were  in  all 
above  twelve  hundred.  The  Women  had  the 
moft  cf  a  tawdry  Embroidery  of  Gold  and  Silver 
about  them  that  ever  I  faw  ;  for  they  had  all 
Mantles  of  Crape,  and  both  about  the  Top  and 
the  Bottom,  there  was  a  Border  above  a  Hand’s 
breadth  of  Embroidery.  The  Fortification  of 
Frankfort  is  confiderable  ;  their  Ditch  is  very 
broad,  and  very  full  of  Water;  all  the  Baftions 
have  a  Countermine  that  runneth  along  by  the 
Brim  of  the  Ditch,  but  the  Counterfcarp  is  not 
faced  with  Brick  as  the  W alls  are,  and  fo  in  ma¬ 
ny  Places  it  is  in  an  ill  Condition.  The  Cover¬ 
ed  Way  and  the  Glacis  are  alfo  in  an  ill  Cafe. 
The  Town  is  rich,  and  driveth  a  great  Trade, 
and  is  very  pleafantly  fituated.  Not  far  from 
hence  is  Hockam ,  that  yicddeth  the  bed  Wine  of 
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thofe  Parts.  Since  I  took  Frankfort  in  my  Way 
from  Heidelder-g  to  Mentz ,  I  could  not  pafs  by 
Worms ,  for  which  I  was  forry.  I  had  a  great 
Mind  to  fee  that  Place  where  Luther  made  his  firft 
Appearance  before  the  Emperor  and  the  Dyet, 
and  in  that  folemn  Audience  expreffed  an  un¬ 
daunted  Zeal  for  that  glorious  Caufe  in  which 
God  made  him  fuch  a  bleffed  Inftrument.  I  had 
another  Piece  of  Curiofity  on  me,  which  will 
perhaps  appear  to  you  fomewhat  ridiculous.  I 
had  a  Mind  to  fee  a  Pidture  that,  as  I  was  told, 
is  over  one  of  the  Popifh  Altars  there,  which  one 
would  think  was  invented  by  the  Enemies  of 
’Tranfubjlantiation ,  to  make  it  appear  ridiculous. 
There  is  a  Windmill,  and  the  Virgin  throws 
Chrift  into  the  Hopper,  and  he  comes  out  at  the 
Eye  of  the  Mill  all  in  Wafers,  which  fome 
Priefts  take  up  to  give  to  the  People.  This  is  fo 
coarfe  an  Emblem,  that  one  would  think  it  too 
grofs  even  for  Laplanders ;  but  a  Man  that  can 
ifwallow  'Tranfubjlantiation  itfelf  will  digeft  this 
likewife.  Mentz  is  very  nobly  fituated,  on  a 
rifing  Ground,  a  little  below  the  Conjunction  of 
the  two  Rivers,  the  Rhine  and  the  Maine.  It  is 
of  too  great  a  Compafs,  and  too  ill  peopled,  to 
be  capable  of  a  great  Defence.  There  is  a  Ci¬ 
tadel  upon  the  higheft  Part  of  the  Hill,  that 
commandeth  the  Town  ;  it  is  compaifed  about 
with  a  dry  Ditch  that  is  confiderably  deep.  The 
Walls  of  the  Town  are  faced  with  Brick,  and 
regularly  fortified  ;  but  the  Counterfcarp  is  not 
faced  with  Brick,  fo  all  is  in  a  fad  Condition, 
and  the  Fortification  is  weakeft  on  that  Side 
where  the  Ele&or’s  Palace  is.  There  is  one  Side 
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of  a  new  Palace  very  nobly  built  in  a  regular 
Architedfure,  only  the  Germans  do  ftill  retain 
fomewhat  of  the  Gothick  Manner.  It  is  of  a 
great  Length,  and  the  Defign  is  to  build  quite 
round  the  Court,  and  then  it  will  be  a  very  mag¬ 
nificent  Palace,  only  the  Stone  is  red  ;  for  all 
the  Quarries  that  are  upon  the  Rhiney  from  Bafil 
down  to  Coblentz ,  are  of  red  Stone,  which  doth 
not  look  beautiful.  The  Eledtor  of  Mentz  is  an 
abfolute  Prince  :  His  Subjedts  prefent  Lifts  of 
their  Magiftrates  to  him,  but  he  is  not  tied  to 
them,  and  may  name  whom  he  will.  The  an¬ 
cient  Demeafn  of  the  Eledlorate  is  about  forty 
thoufand  Crowns  ;  but  the  Taxes  rife  to  about 
three  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  :  So  that  the 
Subjedts  here  are  as  heavily  taxed  as  in  the  Pala¬ 
tinate .  There  are  twelve  thoufand  Crowns  a 
Year  given  the  Eledtor  for  his  Privy-Purfe>  and 
the  State  bears  the  reft  of  his  whole  Expence. 
It  can  arm  ten  thoufand  Men,  and  there  is  a 
Garrifon  of  two  thoufand  Men  in  Mentz.  This 
Elector  hath  three  Councils  ;  one,  as  he  is 
Chancellor  of  the  Empire,  confifting  of  three 
Perfons :  The  other  two  are  for  the  Policy  and 
Juftice  of  his  Principality.  He  and  his  Chapter 
have  Months  by  Turns,  for  the  Nomination  of 
the  Prebends.  In  the  Month  of  'January  he 
names,  if  any  die  ;  and  they  chufe  in  the  room 
of  fuch  as  die  in  February ,  and  fo  all  the  Year 
round.  The  Prebendaries,  or  Dome-Heers , 
have  about  three  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year  a-piece.. 
When  the  Eledtor  dieth,  the  Emperor  fendeth 
one  to  fee  the  Eledtion  made,  and  he  recom- 
mendeth  one,  but  the  Canons  may  chufe  whom 
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they  pleafe ;  and  the  prefent  Ele&or  was  not  of 
the  Emperor’s  Recommendation.  Befides  the 
Palace  at  Mentz>  the  Elector  hath  another  near 
Frankfort ,  which  is  thought  the  beft  that  is  in 
thofe  Parts  of  Germany ,  The  Cathedral  is  a 
huge  Gothick  Building  ;  There  is  a  great  Cupola 
in  the  Weft  End,  and  there  the  Choir  fingeth 
Mafs.  I  could  not  learn  whether  this  was  done 
only  becaufe  the  Place  here  was  of  greater  Re¬ 
ception  than  at  the  Eaft  End,  or  if  any  Bury- 
ing-place  and  Endowment  obliged  them  to  the 
Weft  End.  Near  the  Cathedral  there  is  a  huge 
Chapel  of  great  Antiquity,  and  on  the  North 
Door  there  are  two  great  Brafs  Gates  with  a 
long  Infcription,  which  I  had  not  Time  to  write 
out,  but  1  found  it  was  in  the  Emperor  Lotha- 
rius’s  Time.  There  are  a  vaft  Number  of 
Churches  in  this  Town,  but  it  is  poor  and  ill  in¬ 
habited.  The  Rhine  here  is  almoft  half  an  Eng- 
Ujh  Mile  broad,  and  there  is  a  Bridge  of  Boats 
laid  over  it.  From  Mentz  all  along  to  Baccha - 
rack  (which  feems  to  carry  its  Name  [ Bacchi 
Ara 1  from  fome  famous  Altar  that  the  Romans- 
probably  eredfed,  by  reafon  of  the  good  Wine 
that  grows  in  the  Neighbourhood.)  There  are  a 
great  Number  of  very  confiderable  Villages  on 
both  Sides  of  the  River.  Here  the  Rats-Tower 
is  fhewed,  and  the  People  of  the  Country  do  all 
firmly  believe  the  Story  of  the  Rats  eating  up  an 
Elector  ;  and  that  though  he  fled  to  this  Bland, 
where  he  built  a  fmall  high  Tower,  they  purfu- 
ed  him  ftill,  and  fwimmed  after  him,  and  eat 
him  up  :  And  they  told  us,  they  were  fome  of 
his  Bones  to  be  feen  ftill  in  the  Tower.  This 
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extraordinary  Death  makes  me  call  to  mind  a  ve¬ 
ry  particular  and  unlook ’d-for  fort  of  Death, 
that  carried  a  poor  Labourer  off  the  Ground  a 
few  Days  before  I  left  Geneva .  The  Foot  of 
one  of  his  Cattle,  as  he  was  ploughing, 
went  into  a  Neft  of  Wafps,  upon  which  the 
whole  Swarm  came  out,  and  fet  upon  him  that 
held  the  Plough,  and  killed  him  in  a  very  little 
Time  ;  and  his  Body  was  prodigioufly  fwelled 
with  the  Poifon  of  fo  many  Stings.  But  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Rhine  :  All  the  Way  from  Baccha - 
rach  down  to  Coblentz ,  there  is  on  both  Sides  of 
the  River  hanging  Grounds,  or  little  TIills,  fo 
laid,  as  if  many  of  them  had  been  laid  by  Art, 
which  produce  the  rich Rhenijh  Wine.  They  are 
indeed  as  well  expofed  to  the  Sun,  and  covered 
from  Storms,  as  can  be  imagined  ;  and  the 
Ground  in  thofe  Hills,  which  are  in  fome  Places 
of  a  confiderable  Height,  is  fo  cultivated,  that 
there  is  not  an  Inch  loft  that  is  capable  of  Im¬ 
provement  ;  and  this  bringeth  fo  much  Wealth 
into  the  Country,  that  all  along  there  is  a  great 
Number  of  confiderable  Villages.  Coblentz  is 
the  ftrongeft  Place  that  I  faw  of  ail  that  belong 
to  the  Empire  ;  the  Situation  is  noble,  the  Rhine 
running  before  it,  and  the  Mofelle  palling  along 
the  Side  of  the  down.  It  is  well  fortified  ;  the 
Ditch  i«  large,  the  Counterfcarp  is  high,  and 
the  Covered  Way  is  in  a  good  Condition.  Both 
Walls  and  Counterfcarp  are  faced  with  Brick, 
and  there  are  Ravelins  before  the  Cortins  :  But 
on  the  Side  of  the  Mofelle  it  is  very  (lightly  for¬ 
tified,  and  there  is  no  Fort  at  the  find  of  the 
Stone  Bridge  that  is  hid  over  the  Mofelle ,  fo  that 
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it  lieth  quite  open  on  that  Side ;  which  feemeth 
a  ftrange  Defedi  in  a  Place  of  that  Confequence. 
But  tho’  the  Fortifications  of  this  Place  are  very 
confiderable,  yet  its  chief  Defence  lieth  in  the 
Fort  of  Hermanjtan ,  which  is  built  on  the  Top 
of  a  very  high  Hill,  that  lieth  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  Rhine ,  and  which  commandeth  this  Place 
fo'abfolutely,  that  he  who  is  Mafter  of  Herman ~ 
Jlany  is  always  Mafter  of  Coblentz .  This  be- 
longeth  to  the  Elector  of  Triers ,  whofe  Palace 
lieth  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Rhine ,  juft  at  the 
Foot  of  the  Hill  of  Hermanjian ,  and  over-againft 
the  Point  where  the  Mofelle  falleth  into  the  Rhine: 
So  that  nothing  can  be  more  pleafantly  fituated  ; 
only  the  Ground  begins  to  rife  juft  at  the  Back 
of  the  Houfe  with  fo  much  Steepnefs,  that  there 
is  not  Room  for  Gardens  or  Walks.  The  Houfe 
maketh  a  greatShew  upon  the  River,  but  we  were 
told,  that  the  Apartments  within  were  not  ari- 
fwerable  to  the  Outfide.  I  fay,  we  were  told  ; 
for  the  German  Princes  keep  fuch  Forms,  that, 
without  a  great  deal  ado,  one  cannot  come 
within  their  Courts,  un!ers  it  be  when  they  are 
abroad  themfelves.  So  that  we  neither  got  with¬ 
in  the  Palace  at  Mentz ,  nor  this  of  Hermanjian . 
It  is  but  a  few  Hours  from  this  to  Bonne ,  where 
the  EletSfor  of  Colen  keepeth  his  Court.  The 
Place  hath  a  regular  Fortification,  the  Walls  are 
faced  with  Brick ;  but  tho’  the  Ditch,  which  is 
dry,  is  pretty  broad,  the  Counterfcarp  is  in  fo  ill 
a  Condition,  that  it  is  not  able  to  make  a  great 
Defence.  This  Eledfor  is  the  nobleft  born,  and 
the  beft  provided  of  all  the  German  Clergy  ;  for 
he  is  Brother  to  the  Great  Maximilian  Duke  of 
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Bavaria ,  and  befides  Coleny  he  hath  Liege , 
Munfter ,  and  Hildefheim ,  which  are  all  great 
Bilhopricks.  He  hath  been  alfo  fix  and  thirty 
Years  in  the  Electorate.  His  Palace  is  very 
rhean,  confuting  but  of  one  Court,  the  half  of 
which  is  call  into  a  little  Garden,  and  the 
W ood-yard  is  in  the  very  Court.  The  lower 
Part  of  the  Court  was  a  Stable ;  but  he  hath 
made  an  Apartment  here  that  is  all  furnilhed 
with  Pictures  5  where,  as  there  are  fome  of  the 
Hands  of  the  greatell  Mailers*  fo  there  are  a 
great  many  Foils  to  fet  thefe  off',  that  are  fcarce 
good  enough  for  Sign* polls. 

The  Eledlor  has  a  great  many  Gold  Medals, 
which  will  give  me  Occafion  to  tell  you  one  of 
the  moll  extravagant  Pieces  of  Forgery  that  per¬ 
haps  ever  was,  which  happened  to  be  found  out 
at  the  lall  Siege  of  Bonne  :  For  while  they  were 
clearing  the  Ground  for  planting  a  Battery,  they 
difcovered  a  Vault  in  which  there  was  an  Iron 
Chell  that  was  full  of  Medals  of  Gold,  to  the 
Value  of  an  hundred  thoufand  Crowns,  and  of 
which  I  was  told  the  Elector  bought  to  the  Value* 
of  thirty  thoufand  Crowns.  They  are  huge  big  ; 
one  weighed  eight  hundred  Ducats,  and  the  Gold 
was  of  the  Finenefs  of  Ducat  Gold  :  But  tho’ 
they  bore  the  Impreflions  of  Roman  Medals,  or 
rather  Medallions ,  they  were  all  counterfeit  ; 
and  the  Imitation  was  fo  coarfely  done,  that  one 
mull  be  extreme  ignorant  in  Medals  to  be  de¬ 
ceived  by  them.  Some  few  that  feemed  true 
were  of  the  late  Greek  Emperors.  Now  it  is 
very  unaccountable,  what  could  induce  a  Man 
to  make  a  Forgery  upon  fuch  Metal,  and  in  fo 
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vaft  a  Quantity,  and  then  to  bury  all  this  under 
Ground,  efpecially  in  an  Age  in  which  fo  much 
Gold  was  ten  times  the  Value  of  what  it  is  at 
prefent;  for  it  is  judged  to  have  been  done  about 
four  or  five  hundred  Years  ago. 

The  Prince  went  out  a  Hunting  while  we 
were  there,  with  a  very  handfome  Guard  of 
about  fourfcore  Horfe  well  mounted,  fo  we  faw 
the  Palace,  but  were  not  fuifiered  to  fee  the  A- 
partment  where  he  lodged.  There  is  a  great 
Silver  Cafolette  gilt,  all  fet  with  Emeralds  and 
Rubies,  that  tho’  they  made  a  fine  Appearance, 
yet  v  ere  a  Compofition  of  the  Prince’s  own 
making.  His  Officers  alfo  fhewed  us  a  Bafon 
and  Ewer,  which  they  faid  w7ere  of  Mercury  fix¬ 
ed  by  the  Prince  himfelf  ;  but  they  added,  that 
now  for  many  Years  he  wrought  no  more  in  his 
Elaboratorv.  I  did  not  eafily  believe  this  ;  and 
as  the  Weight  of  the  Plate  did  not  approach  to 
that  of  Quick-filver,  fo  the  medicinal  Virtues  of 
fixed  Mercury  (if  there  is  any  fuch  Thing]  are 
fo  extraordinary,  that  it  fee-med  very  firange  to 
fee  twenty  or  thirty  Pound  of  it  made  up  in  two 
Pieces  of  Plate.  A  quarter  of  a  Mile  without 
the  Town,  the  beft  Garden  of  thofe  Parts  of 
Germany  is  to  be  feen,  in  which  there  is  a  great 
Variety  of  Water- works,  and  very  many  noble 
Alleys  in  the  French  Manner,  and  the  whole  is 
of  a  very  confiderable  Extent.  But  as  it  hath 
no  Statues  of  any  Value  to  adorn  it,  fo  the 
Houfe,  about  which  it  lieth,  is  in  Ruins :  And 
it  is  firange  to  fee,  that  fo  rich  and  fo  great  a 
Prince,  during  fo  long  a  Regency,  hath  done  fo 
little  to  enlarge  or  beautify  his  Buildings.  Bonne 
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and  Coblentz  are  both  poor  and  fmall  Towns. 
Colen  is  three  Hours  diftant  from  Bonne :  It  is  of 
a  prodigious  Extent,  but  ill  built,  and  worfe 
peopled  in  the  remote  Parts  of  it ;  and  as  the 
Walls  are  all  in  an  ill  Cafe,  fo  it  is  not  poflible 
to  fortify  fo  vaft  a  Compafs  as  this  Town  maketh, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  without  a  Charge  that  would 
eat  out  the  whole  Wealth  of  this  little  State. 
The  Jews  live  in  a  little  Suburb  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  River,  and  may  not  come  over, 
without  Leave  obtained,  for  which  they  pay  con- 
fiderably.  There  is  no  Exercife  of  the  Proteftant 
Religion  fullered  within  the  Town,  but  thofe  of 
that  Religion  are  fuffered  to  live  there,  and  they 
have  a  Church  at  two  Miles  Diftance.  The 
Arfenal  here  is  fuitable  to  the  Fortifications, 
very  mean  and  ill  furnifhed.  The  Choir  of  the 
G  reat  Church  is  as  high  in  the  Roof  as  any 
Church  I  ever  faw  ;  but  it  feemeth  the  Wealth  of 
this  Place  could  not  finifh  the  whole  Fabrick,  fo 
as  toanfwer  theHeight  of  the  Choir,  for  the  Body 
of  the  Church  is  very  low.  Thofe  that  are  dif- 
pofed  to  believe  Legends,  have  enough  here  to 
overfet  even  a  good  Degree  of  Credulity,  both 
in  the  Story  of  the  Three  Kings,  whofe  Chapel 
is  vifited  with  great  Devotion,  and  ffandeth  at 
the  Eaft  End  of  the  Great  Choir ;  and  in  that 
more  copious  Fable  of  the  eleven  thoufand  Urfu- 
1'ins ,  whofe  Church  is  all  over  full  of  rough 
Tombs,  and  of  a  vaft  Number  of  Bones,  that 
are  piled  up  in  Rows  about  the  Walls  of  the 
Church.  Thefe  Fables  are  fo  firmly  believed  by 
the  Papifts  there,  that  the  leaft  Sign  which  one 
giveth  of  doubting  of  their  Truth,  pafteth  fot 
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an  infallible  Mark  of  an  TIeretick.  The  Jefuits 
have  a  great  and  noble  College  and  Church  here* 
And  for  Tkauler' s  Sake  I  went  to  the  Dominicans 
Houfe  and  Church,  which  is  aifo  very  great. 
One  grows  extreme  weary  of  walking  over  this 
great  Town,  and  doth  not  find  enough  of  En¬ 
tertainment  in  it.  The  prefent  SubjeS:  of  their 
Difcourfe  is  alfo  very  melancholy.  The  late 
Rebellion  that  was  there  is  fo  generally  known, 
that  I  need  not  fay  much  concerning  it.  A  Re¬ 
port  was  fet  about  the  Town  by  fome  Incen¬ 
diaries,  that  the  Magiftrates  did  eat  up  the  pub- 
lick  Revenue,  and  were  like  to  ruin  the  City.  I 
could  not  learn  what  Ground  there  was  for 
thefe  Reports ;  for  it  is  not  ordinary  to  fee  Re¬ 
ports  of  that  kind  fly  through  a  Body  of  Men 
without  fome  Foundation.  It  is  certain,  this 
came  to  be  fo  generally  believed,  that  there  was 
a  horrible  Diforder  occafioned  by  it*  The  Ma¬ 
giftrates  were  glad  to  fave  themfelves  from  the 
Storm,  and  abandoned  the  Town  to  the  popular 
Fury,  fome  of  them  having  been  made  Sacrifices 
to  it ;  and  this  Rage  held  long.  But  within  this 
laft  Year,  after  near  two  Years  diforder,  thofe 
that  were  fent  by  the  Emperor  and  Dyet  to  judge 
the  Matter,  having  threaten’d  to  put  the  Town 
under  the  Imperial  Bann,  if  it  had  flood  longer 
out,  were  received,  and  have  put  the  Magiftrates 
again  in  the  Poflefiion  of  their  Authority,  and 
all  the  chief  Incendiaries  were  clapt  in  Prifon. 
Many  have  already  fufFered,  and  a  great  many 
more  are  ftill  in  Prifon.  They  told  us,  that 
fome  Executions  were  to  be  made  within  a 
Week,  when  we  were  there.  DuJJeldovp  is  the 
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firft  confiderable  Town  below  Colen :  It  is  the 
Seat  of  the  Duke  of  Juliers,  who  is  Duke  of 
Newburgh ,  eldeft  Son  to  the  prefent  Eledfojr 
Palatine.  The  Palace  is  old,  and  Gothick  e- 
nough ;  but  the  Jefuits  have  there  a  fine  Col¬ 
lege,  and  a  noble  Chapel,  though  there  are 
roanifeft  Faults  in  the  Architedlure.  The  Pro- 
teftant  Religion  is  tolerated,  and  they  have  a 
Church  built  here  within  thefe  few  Years,  that 
was  procured  by  the  Interceffion  of  the  Eledlor 
of  Brandenburgh ,  who  obferving  exadfly  the 
Liberty  of  Religion  that  was  agreed  to  in  Cleve9 
had  Reafon  to  fee  the  fame  as  duly  obferved  in 
his  Neighbourhood,  in  favour  of  his  own  Reli¬ 
gion.  The  Fortification  here  is  very  ordinary, 
the  Ramparts  being  faced  but  a  few  Feet  high 
with  Brick.  But  Keiferfwart ,  fome  Hours 
lower  on  the  fame  Side,  which  belongeth  to 
the  Eledtor  of  Colen9  tho’  it  is  a  much  worfe 
Town  than  Dujfeldorp ,  yet  is  much  better  for¬ 
tified.  It  hath  a  very  broad  Ditch,  and  a  very 
regular  Fortification;  the  Walls  are  confidera- 
bly  high,  faced  with  Brick,  and  fo  is  the 
Counterfcarp,  which  is  alfo  in  a  very  good 
Condition.  The  Fortification  of  Orfoy  is  now 
quite  demolifhed.  Rbineberg  continueth  as  it 
was,  but  the  Fortification  is  very  mean,  only  of 
Earth,  fo  that  it  is  not  capable  of  making  a 
great  Refiftance.  And  JVefel9  tbo’  it  is  a  very 
fine  Town,  yet  is  a  very  poor  Fortification  ; 
nor  can  it  ever  be  made  good,  except  at  a  vaR 
Expence  ;  for  the  Ground  all  about  it  being 
fandy,  nothing  can  be  made  there  that  will  be 
durable,  unlefs  the  Foundation  go  very  deep, 
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Or  that  it  be  laid  upon  Piloty.  In  all  thefe 
Towns  one  fees  another  Air  of  Wealth  and 
Abundance,  than  in  much  richer  Countries  that 
are  exhaufted  with  Taxes.  Rees  and  Emmerick 
are  good  Towns,  but  the  Fortifications  are 
quite  ruined ;  fo  that  here  is  a  rich  and  a  popu¬ 
lous  Country,  that  hath  at  prefent  very  little  De¬ 
fence,  except  what  it  hath  from  its  Situation. 
Cleve  is  a  delicious  Place ;  the  Situation  and 
Profpe£l  are  charming,  and  the  Air  is  very 
pure  ;  and  from  thence  we  came  hither  in  three 
Hours. 

I  will  not  fay  one  Word  of  the  Country  in¬ 
to  which  I  am  now  come  ;  for  as  I  know  that 
is  needlefs  to  you  on  many  Accounts,  fo  a 
Pi&ure  that  I  fee  here  in  the  Stadt-Houfe  puts 
me  in  mind  of  the  perfe£teft  Book  of  its  Kind 
that  is  perhaps  in  being  ;  for  Sir  William  Temple , 
whofe  Pi£ture  hangeth  here  at  the  upper  End  of 
the  Plenipotentiaries  that  negotiated  the  famous 
Treaty  of  Nimeguen ,  hath  indeed  fet  a  Pattern 
to  the  World,  which  is  done  with  fuch  Life, 
that  it  may  juftly  make  others  blufhto  copy  af¬ 
ter  it ;  fince  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  if 
we  had  as  perfect  an  Account  of  the  other 
Places,  as  he  hath  given  us  of  one  of  the  leaft,  but 
yet  one  of  the  nobleft  Parcels  of  the  Univerfe, 
Travelling  would  become  a  needlefs  Things  un- 
lefs  it  were  for  Diverfion  ;  fince  one  findeth  no 
farther  Occafion  for  his  Curiofity  in  this  Coun¬ 
try,  than  what  is  fully  fatisfied  by  his  rare  Per¬ 
formance  :  Yet  I  cannot  give  over  writing  with¬ 
out  refledfing  on  the  Refiftance  that  this  Place 
made,  when  fo  many  other  Places  were  fo  bafe- 


2  88  'travels  thro ’  France,  Italy, 

ly  delivered  up ;  tho’  one  doth  not  fee  in  the 
Ruins  of  the  Fortification  here,  how  it  could 
make  fo  long  a  Refiftance  ;  yet  it  was  that  that 
ftemm’d  the  Tide  of  a  Progrefs  that  made  all 
the  World  fland  amazed ;  and  it  gave  a  little 
Time  to  the  Dutch  to  recover  themfelves  out 
of  the  Conflernation,  into  which  fo  many  Blows, 
that  came  fo  thick  one  after  another,  had  flruck 
them. 

But  then  the  World  faw  a  Change,  that  tho* 
it  hath  not  had  fo  much  Incenfe  given  to  it,  as 
the  happy  Conjuncture  of  another  Prince  hath 
drawn  after  it  with  fo  much  Excefs,  that  all 
theTopicks  of  Flattery  feem  exhaufted  by  it, 
yet  will  appear  to  Po fieri ty  one  of  the  moft 
furprizing  Scenes  in  Hiflory,  and  that  which 
may  be  well  matched  with  the  Recovery  of  the 
Roman  State  after  the  Battel  of  Canne.  When 
a  young  Prince,  that  had  never  before  borne 
Arms,  or  fo  much  as  feen  a  Campaign,  who 
had  little  or  no  Council  about  him,  but  that 
which  was  fuggefled  from  his  own  Thoughts,, 
and  that  had  no  extraordinary  Advantage  by  his 
Education,  either  for  Literature  or  Affairs,  was 
of  a  fudden  fet  at  the  Head  of  a  State  and  Ar¬ 
my,  that  was  funk  with  fo  many  Loffes,  and 
that  faw  the  bell  half  of  its  Soil  torn  from  it, 
and  the  powerfullefl  Enemy  in  the  World,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  victorious  Army,  that  was 
commanded  by  the  belt  Generals  that  the  Age 
hath  produceth,  come  within  Sight,  and  fettle 
his  Court  in  one  of  its  bell  Towns,  and  had 
at  the  fame  Time  the  greatefl  Force  both  by  Sea 
and  Land,  that  oath  been  known,  united  toge¬ 
ther 
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tber  for  its  Deftrucfion :  When  the  Inhabitants 
were  forced,  that  they  might  fave  themfelves 
from  fo  formidable  an  Enemy,  to  let  loole  that 
which  on  all  other  Occafions  is  the  moft  dread¬ 
ful  to  them,  and  to  drown  fo  great  a  Part  of 
their  Soil  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  reft  ;  and 
to  complicate  together  all  the  Miferies  that  a 
Nation  can  dread  ;  when  to  the  general  Confter- 
nation  with  which  fo  difmal  a  Scene  poflefled 
them,  a  Diftradfton  within  Doors  feemed  to 
threaten  them  with  the  laft  Strokes  ;  and  while 
their  Army  was  fo  ill  difciplined,  that  they 
durft  fcarce  promife  themfelves  any  thing  from 
fuch  feeble  Troops,  after  a  Peace  at  Land  of 
almoft  thirty  Years  Continuance ;  and  while* 
their  chief  Ally,  that  was  the  moft  concerned 
in  their  Prefervation  was,  like  a  great  paraly- 
tick  Body,  more  like  to  fall  on  thofe  it  pre¬ 
tended  to  fupport,  and  to  crufh  them,  than  to 
give  them  any  confiderable  Affiftance  :  When, 

I  fay,  a  young  Prince  came  at  the  Head  of  all 
this,  the  very  Profpedf  of  which  would  have 
quite  dampt  an  ordinary  Courage,  he  very 
quickly  change'd  the  Scene  ;  he  animated  the 
publick  Councils  with  a  generous  Vigour ;  he 
found  them  finking  into  a  Feeblenefs  of  heark¬ 
ening  to  Propofitions  for  a  Peace  that  were  as 
little  fafe  as  honourable ;  but  he  difpofed  them 
to  refolve  on  hazarding  all,  rather  than  to  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  infamous  Terms.  His  Credit  alfo 
among  the  Populace  feemed  to  infpire  them 
with  a  new  Life  :  They  eafily  perfuaded  them¬ 
felves,  that  as  one  WILLIAM  Prince  of 
0  RANG  E  had  form’d  their  State,  fo  here 
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another  of  the  fame  Name  feemed  marked  out 
to  recover  and  preferve  it :  It  was  this  Spirit  of 
Courage?,  which  he  derived  from  his  own  Breaft, 
and  infufed  into  the  whole  People,  as  well  as 
into  the  Magiffracy,  that  preferved  this  Coun¬ 
try.  Something  there  was  in  all  this  that  was 
divine.  The  publick  Councils  were  again  fet¬ 
tled,  and  the  People  were  at  quiet,  when  they 
faw  him  veiled  with  a  full  Authority  for  that 
Time  with  relation  to  Peace  and  War,  and  con¬ 
cluded  they  were  fafe,  becaufe  they  were  in  his 
Hands.  It  foon  appeared  how  faithfully  he  pur- 
fued  the  Intereft  of  his  Country,  and  how  little 
he  regarded  his  own.  He  rejected  all  Propor¬ 
tions  of  Peace  that  were  hurtful  to  his  Coun¬ 
try,  without  fo  much  as  confidering  the  Advan¬ 
tages  that  were  offer’d  to  himfelf  (in  which  you 
know  that  I  write  upon  fure  Grounds  ;)  he  re- 
fufed  the  Offer  of  the  Sovereignty  of  its  chief 
City,  that  was  made  to  him  by  a  folemn  Depu¬ 
tation,  being  fatisfied  with  that  Authority  which 
had  been  fo  long  maintain’d  by  his  Ancefhors 
with  fo  much  Glory,  and  being  juftly  fenfible 
how  much  the  breaking  in  upon  effablifhed 
Laws  and  Liberties  is  fatal  even  to  thofe  that 
feem  to  get  by  it.  He  thus  began  hL  publick 
Appearance  on  the  Stage,  with  all  the  Difad- 
vantages  that  a  Spirit  aipiring  to  true  Glory 
could  wifh  for  ;  fince  it  was  vifible  that  he  had, 
nothing  to  truff  to  but  a  good  Caufe,  a  fa¬ 
vourable  Providence,  and  his  own  Integrity  and 
Courage.  Nor  was  Succefs  wanting  to  fuch 
noble  Beginnings;  for  he  in  a  IhortTime,  with 
a  Conduct  and  Spirit  beyond  any  thing  that  the 
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World  hath  yet  feen,  recover’d  this  State  out 
of  fo  defperate  a  Diftemper,  took  fome  Places 
by  main  Force,  and  obliged  the  Enemy  to  aban¬ 
don  all  that  they  had  acquired  in  fo  feeble  a 
Manner.  And  if  a  raw  Army  had  not  always 
Succefs  againft  more  numerous  and  better-train¬ 
ed  Troops  ;  and  if  the  Want  of  Magazines  and 
Stores  in  their  Allies  Country,  which  was  the 
chief  Scene  of  the  War,  made  that  he  could 
not  pod:  his  Army  and  wait  for  favourable  Cir- 
cumftances,  fo  that  he  -was  lometimes  forced  to 
run  to  AHion  with  a  Hafte  that  his  Neceffities 
impofed  upon  him  ;  yet  the  forcing  of  the  Be¬ 
ginnings  of  a  Vidiory  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
greatefl  General  of  the  Age,  the  facing  a  great 
Monarch  with  an  Army  much  inferior  to  his, 
when  the  other  was  too  cautious  to  hazard  an 
Engagement ;  and  in  fhort,  the  forming  the 
Dutch  Army  to  fuch  a  Pitch  that  it  became  vi- 
fibly  fuperior  to  the  French ,  that  feemed  to 
have  been  fed  with  Conquefts  ;  and  the  conti¬ 
nuing  the  War  till  the  Prince  that  had  facridced 
the  Quiet  of  Europe  to  his  Glory,  was  glad  to 
come  and  treat  for  a  Peace  in  the  Enemies 
Country,  and  in  this  very  Place,  and  to  fet  all 
Engines  on  work  to  obtain  that,  by  the  Medi¬ 
ation  of  fome,  and  the  Jealoufies  of  other 
Princes  :  All  thefe  are  fuch  Performances,  that 
Poderity  will  be  difpofed  to  rank  them  rather 
among  the  Ideas  of  what  an  imaginary  Hero 
could  do,  than  with  what  could  be  really 
tranfadled  in  fo  fhort  a  Time,  and  in  fuch  a 
Manner.  And  in  Conclufion  every  Place  that 
belonged  to  thefe  States,  and  to  their  Neigh- 
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hours  along  the  Rbiney  together  with  a  great 
great  many  in  Flanders ,  being  reftored,  thefe 
Provinces,  do  now  fee  themfelves  under  his 
happy  Condudl  re-eftablifhed  in  their  former 
Peace  and  Security.  And  though  fome  Scars  of 
fuch  deep  Wounds  do  ftill  remain,  yet  they 
find  themfelves  confidered  on  all  Hands  as  the 
Bulwark  of  Chriftendom  again#  the  Fears  of  a 
new  Monarchy,  and  as  the  Prefervers  of  the 
Peace  and  Liberty  of  Europe. 

Here  is  a  Harveff,  not  for  forced  Rhetorick 
or  falfe  Eloquence,  but  for  a  fevere  and  fincere 
Hiftorian,  capable  of  affording  a  Work  that 
will  far  exceed  all  thofe  lufcious  Panegyricks  of 
mercenary  Pens  :  But  a  fmall  or  a  counterfeit 
Jewel  muff  be  fet  with  all  poflible  Advantages, 
when  a  true  one  of  great  Value  needs  only  to 
be  fhewed.  I  cannot  end  with  a  greater  Sub- 
je<# ;  and  I  muff  acknowledge  myfelf  to  be  fo 
inflamed  with  this  Hint,  that  as  I  cannot  after 
this  bring  my  Pen  down  to  lower  Matters,  fo  I 
dare  not  truff  myfelf  too  long  to  the  Heat  that 
fo  noble  an  Objedt  infpires }  therefore  I  break 
off  abruptly, 
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CONTAINING 

Some  Remarks  that  have  bee7i  fent 
me  by  a  P  erf  on  of  Quality. 

APerfon  of  great  Rank,  that  is  of  Italian 
Extraction,  and  that  by  Confequence 
knows  the  Country  well,  having  fpent 
much  of  his  Time  in  it,  had  heard  that  I  was 
giving  the  World  an  Account  of  the  Reflections 
that  I  had  made  on  the  prefent  State  of  Italy, 
and  upon  that  he  wrote  the  following  Paper  to 
one  of  his  Friends  to  be  communicated  to  me, 
for  I  have  not  the  Honour  of  any  Commerce 
with  himfelf.  The  Obfervations  that  he  had 
made,  agreed  fo  exaCtly  with  my  own,  that  I 
thought  it  would  be  no  fmall  Advantage  towards 
the  fupporting  the  Credit  of  thofe  I  had  made, 
to  find  them  confirmed  by  fo  extraordinary  a 
Perfon,  whofe  Character  (as  thofe  who  know 
him  well  have  allured  me)  is  fo  undifputed,  that 
if  I  durfl:  name  him,  this  alone  would  ferve  to 
eftablilh  the  Belief  of  the  moft  critical  Parts  of 
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my  Letters  in  the  Minds  of  all  that  fhould  read 
his  Paper.  There  are  two  Particulars  in  which 
he  and  I  differ  ;  and  in  fo  great  a  Variety  of 
Obfervations  that  are  fo  Critical,  and  fo  much 
out  of  the  common  Road,  it  will  not  appear 
ffrange,  if  there  fhould  be  fome  Difagreement. 
When  he  mentions  the  Tax  that  the  Pope  has 
laid  on  the  Corn,  he  does  not  add  one  Thing 
which  I  mention,  and  that  is,  that  the  Meafure 
by  which  the  Pope  fells,  is  by  a  fifth  Part  lets  than 
that  by  which  he  buys.  The  other  is  more  con- 
iiderable  ;  for  in  the  Account  he  gives  of  the 
p refen t  Pope’s  breaking  in  upon  the  Settlement  of 
the  Bank,  tho’  it  is  upon  the  Matter  very  near 
the  fame  with  that  which  I  give,  yet  there  is  a 
Difference  of  fome  Importance  as  to  the  Manner 
of  doing  it :  But  as  to  that,  all  I  can  fay  is,  that 
the  firfb  Account  I  had  of  that  Tranfadfion,  was 
the  fame  that  is  in  this  Gentleman’s  Paper  ;  but 
afterwards  I  had  OccafiGn  to  talk  of  this  Matter 
very  copioufly  with  one  that  has  lived  many  Years 
in  the  Pope’s  Dominions,  and  that  has  dealt 
much  in  thofe  Affairs  ;  he  has  now  a  Character 
upon  him,  and  fo  it  is  not  expedient  to  name 
him  :  It  was  from  him  that  I  had  the  particular 
Recital  of  this  Matter  ;  and  therefore  I  thought 
it  furer  to  go  upon  the  Information  I  hadffrom 
him,  than  upon  the  general  Report  that  all 
Strangers  may  find  at  Rome.  This  Paper  had 
been  more  copious,  if  the  Perfon  that  wrote  it 
had  not  been  refirain’d  by  fome  particular  Con- 
fiderations  from  faying  any  Thing  relating  to  the 
Government  of  Venice. 
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Remarks  upon  Switzerland. 

IT  is  very  furprizing,  when  one  comes  out  of 
France  (which  is  an  extraordinary  good 
Country)  into  Switzerland ,  which  is  not  near  fo 
fertile,  to  fee  fo  great  a  Difference  between  the 
People  of  thofe  two  Countries.  The  People  in 
Ft  ~ance ,  and  efpecially  the  Peafants,  are  very 
poor,  and  moff  of  them  reduced  to  great  Mife- 
ry  and  Want.  The  People  in  Switzerland  can¬ 
not  be  faid  to  be  very  rich  ;  but  yet  there  are  ve¬ 
ry  few,  even  among#  the  Peafants  themfelves, 
that  are  miferably  poor  :  The  mo#  Part  of  them 
have  enough  to  live  upon,  from  their  Labour 
and  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth.  Every  where  in 
France ,  even  in  the  be#  Cities,  there  are  Swarms 
of  Beggars  ;  and  yet  fcarce  any  to  be  feen 
throughout  all  Switzerland.  The  Houfes  of  the 
Peafants  or  Country-people  in  France  are  ex¬ 
tremely  mean,  and  in  them  no  other  Furniture 
to  be  found,  betides  poor  nafty  Beds,  #raw 
Chairs,  and  Plates  and  Difhes  of  Wood  and 
Earth.  In  Switzerland ,  the  Peafants  have  their 
Houfes  furnifhed  with  good  Feather-beds,  good 
Chairs,  and  other  Houftiold-ftufF  for  their 
Convenience,  as  well  as  their  Neceffity. 
Their  Windows  are  all  of  Glafs,  always  kept 
mended  and  wjjole,  and  their  Linnen  very  neat 
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and  white,  as  well  for  their  Bedding  as  their 
Tables. 


Of  the  G  R I  S  O  N  S  Country . 


H  E  Grifons  Country  is  much  more  barren 


JL  than  Switzerland^  becaufe  ’tis  wholly  up¬ 
on  the  Mountains,  which  produce  nothing  at 
all  ;  yet  notwithftanding  (all  Excefs  and  Luxury 
being  banifhed  from  amongft  them,  and  the  In¬ 
habitants  being  extremely  laborious)  there  are 
none  to  be  feen  there  that  are  very  poor  and 
needy,  but  they  live  at  Eafe,  and  there  are  a  great 
many  Gentry  of  good  Eftates.  Their  Govern¬ 
ment  is  altogether  popular.  There  are  but  three 
or  four  Royalties  belonging  to  Nobility  in  all  the 
Country.  All  the  reft  of  their  Lands  are  in  De¬ 
mean,  which  may  yet  well  be  called  Royalties 
too,  becaufe  exempt  from  all  Dues  and  Pay¬ 
ments  whatfoever.  There  is  nothing  at  all  to 
be  paid  for  bringing  into  the  Country  any  fort  of 
Goods  or  Merchandifes,  or  for  exporting  of  them, 
thence  :  Every  one  there  fully  enjoys  the  Fruit 
of  his  own  Labours,  and  the  Revenues  of  his 
Land.  Altho’  the  Wine  they  drink  is  brought 
upon  Horfes  four  or  five  Days  Journey,  yet  they 
have  it  cheaper  there  than  in  moft  Parts  of  Italy 
or  France ,  where  it  grows  fo  plentifully.  There 
are  Villages  upon  the  very  Tops  of  the  Moun¬ 
tains,  confifting  of  an  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
two  hundred  Houfes  a-piece  :  And  altho’  they 
have  no  Corn  or  Grain  that  grows  there,  and 
but  very  little  Grafs  \  yet  the  Peafants  keep  three 
or  four  hundred  Horfes,  which  they  employ  to 
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carry  Goods  and  Merchandifes,  which  turns  to 
fo  good  Account,  that  they  live  very  well,  and 
want  nothing  either  for  the  Neceffity  or  Conve¬ 
nience  of- Life.  The  Inns  upon  the  Mountains 
are  very  good,  and  there  is  always  to  be  had, 
befides  good  Bread  and  Wine,  great  Quantity  of 
Game  and  Venifon,  according  to  the  Seafon  of 
the  Year  ;  good  Trouts,  very  good  Chambers, 
and  Beds  after  the  manner  of  the  Country. 
When  you  leave  the  Grifons  Country,  and  are 
come  into  the  Country  of  Chavanne ,  the  People 
begin  to  fpeak  broken  Italian.  Altho’  this  latter 
is  a  more  fertile  Country,  yet  the  Inhabitants  and 
Peafants  do  not  live  fo  well  as  in  the  Grifons 
Country,  for  that  the  Natives  are  more  flothfui 
and  lazy  :  And  here  again  there  are  abundance 
of  poor  People  as  you  will  find  in  all  Parts  of 
Italy . 

Of  the  Bailiage  jfLUGAN  B. 

THere  are  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Moun¬ 
tains  four  Bailiages,  which  vfrere  formerly 
Part  of  the  Duchy  of  Milan.  Lewis  XII.  when 
he  loft  that  Duchy,  gave  thefe  Bailiages  to  fome 
of  the  Switz  Cantons.  Thefe  Bailiages  are  cal¬ 
led,  Luganey  LucarnOy  Mendris ,  and  Belintfon. 

I  Ihall  only  take  notice  of  the  Bailiage  of  Lu - 
ganey  which  contains  ninety  nine  Villages.  The 
Territories  of  this  Bailiage,  and  of  the  others, 
are  not  near  fo  good  as  that  of  Milan ,  to  which 
it  joins  ;  yet  the  Villages  of  this  Bailiage  are  ve¬ 
ry  populous,  the  Land  is  very  fruitful,  becaufe 
it  is  well  cultivated,  and  all  the  Inhabitants  live 
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contented  and  well.  There  are  no  Beggars 
amongft  them,  nor  hardly  any  Object  of  Mife- 
ry  and  Want.  Their  Houfes  are  all  good,  well 
built,  and  kept  in  good  Repair.  The  Territory 
of  Milan  is  certainly  one  of  the  beft  in  all  Italy  ; 
it  proauceth  Wine,  Corn,  and  Oil  in  abundance, 
very  great  Quantity  of  Silk,  and  (generally 
fpeaking)  all  forts  of  Fruits.  There  is  alfo  ex¬ 
cellent  Paffure  for  Cattle,  and  yet  the  Peafants 
there  do  not  live  fo  well,  by  much,  as  in  the 
Railiage  of  Lugane  j  for  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
Land  that  lies  unmanur’d,  and  the  Country  is 
not  hear  fo  populous  as  in  Lugane.  There  can 
be  no  other  Reafon  given  for  this  Difference, 
but  that  Milan  is  under  the  Dominion  of  Spain  : 
That  the  People  are  loaden  with  Im  polls,  Sub- 
fidies,  and  Taxes,  which  makes  them  very  poor  ; 
whereas  the  People  of  Lugane  are  under  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Switzerland ,  who  put  no  Taxes  or 
Subfidies  upon  them. 

Remarks  on  the  LAKES. 

I  Do  not  know  that  in  the  Kingdom  of  France , 
as  it  was  thirty  Years  iince,  there  were  any 
Lakes,  except  perhaps  in  the  Mountains  of 
Dauphine .  From  the  Lake  of  Jour  to  the  Lake 
of  Garde ,  which  is  at  Defenefan ,  between  Brejf  'e 
and  Veronne ,  in  the  Territories  of  Venice ,  there 
are  a  great  Number  of  Lakes  ;  one  of  the  moft 
coniiderable  is  that  of  Geneva  ;  then  there  is  the 
Lake  of  Ncufchajlel ,  the  Lake  d*  Tver  dun,  the 
Lake  of  Morat ,  the  Lake  of  Bienne ,  the  Lake 
of  VJdnti,  the  Lake  of  Lucerne ,  the  Lake  of 
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Conftance ,  the  Lake  of  Valejlat ,  and  many  others 
in  the  Mountains  of  Switzerland .  There  is  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Mountains  a  great  and  con- 
fiderable  Lake,  called  Come^  alfo  the  Lake  of 
Lugane ,  the  Lake  Major ,  which  is  above  fixty 
Miles  long,  and  likewife  the  Lake  de  Garde.  All 
thefe  Lakes  are  repleniihed  with  moft  excellent 
Fifh,  and  particularly  Trouts  5  but  in  the  Lake 
de  Garde  there  is  found  an  admirable  Fifh,  called 
Carpion ,  which  is  far  more  delicate  than  either 
Trout  or  Salmon,  but  they  are  not  fo  great,  for 
thofe  of  the  largeft  Size  do  not  weigh  above 
fifteen  Pounds.  I  do  not  think,  that  in  any  Part 
of  Europe  there  are  fo  many  fine  Lakes  to  be 
found  in  fo  narrow  a  Compafs  as  thofe  which  I 
have  here  mentioned. 

Concerning  the  Dutchy  ^FERRARA. 

TH  E  Duke  of  Ferrara  hath  always  been 
but  a  little  Prince,  becaufe  his  Dominions 
are  not  very  great ;  yet  there  have  been  feveral 
of  the  faid  Dukes,  for  above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Years  ago  and  fince,  that  have  made  a 
handfome  Figure,  and  held  a  confidefable  Rank 
amongft  the  Princes  of  Italy.  The  Country  was 
formerly  very  populous ;  and  the  Lands  being 
fertile  and  well  cultivated,  the  Revenues  of  the 
Prince  were  confiderable,  and  he  kept  a  good 
Court.  But  fince  that  Duchy  is  devolved  upon 
the  See  of  Rome  by  the  Death  of  the  laft  Duke, 
who  died  without  Ifiue  Male,  the  Country  is  al- 
moft  depopulated  :  The  moft  part  of  the  Lands 
are  defolate  ;  and  for 'feveral  Years  laft  paft  the  * 
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Duchy  is  infected  with  Difeafes,  purely  for  Want 
of  Inhabitants.  There  were  formerly,  in  the 
Time  of  the  Dukes  of  Ferrara ,  more  than  one 
hundred  thoufand  People,  and  at  prefent  there 
are  not  fifteen  thoufand.  The  Grafs  grows 
in  the  Streets,  and  mod  of  the  Houfes  are  void. 

Polefmo  is  one  of  the  befl  Parts  of  Italy  ;  and 
that  Part  of  it  which  is  pod'efled  by  the  Venetians 
is  very  well  cultivated  and  populous,  and  ’tis  one 
of  the  bed  of  their  fmall  Provinces.  As  foon  as 
you  pafs  the  great  Arm  of  the  River  Po ,  which 
is  called  the  Lagofcouro ,  which  feperates  that  Part 
of  the  Polefmo  which  belongs  to  the  Venetians 
from  that  which  belongs  to  the  Pope,  although 
the  Land  and  Country  is  the  very  fame,  yet  the 
mod  part  of  thofe  Lands  of  the  Polefmo  which 
belong  to  the  Ecclefiadical  State,  are  defolate 
and  wade.  The  Grafs  lies  withered  and  rotten 
upon  the  Ground,  becaufe  there  is  no  body  take6 
care  to  mow  it  ;  and  in  paffing  through  great 
Villages,  you’ll  find  all  the  Houfes  abandon’d, 
and  not  one  Inhabitant  to  be  found.  It  is  not 
eafily  to  be  imagined,  how  it  is  poflible  that  a 
Country  fo  populous  and  flourifhing,  fhould  in 
lefs  than  eighty  Years  be  fo  entirely  ruined  and 
difpeopled.  By  this  it  is  very  apparent,  that  no 
Subjects  are  fo  unhappy,  as  thofe  that  live  under 
the  Domination  of  the  Clergy. 
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Concerning  '  the  Eftates  of  B  O- 

L  O  G  N  A. 

I 

IF  the  Popes  had  been  able  to  have  made  them- 
felves  Mailers  of  Bologna ,  as  they  have  done 
of  Ferrara ,  they  would  thereby  have  reduced  it 
to  the  fame  miferable  Condition  ;  but  Bologna 
hath  always  preferved  their  Privileges  and  the  Ci¬ 
vil  Government  by  means  of  the  Gonfalonniers , 
under  whom  they  are  governed.  They  have  the 
Right  of  fending  AmbalTadors  to  the  Pope,  who 
enjoy  the  fame  Prerogatives  as  the  AmbalTadors 
of  other  free  Princes  and  States.  The  Pope  can¬ 
not  confifcate  the  Goods  of  any  Subject  of  Bo¬ 
logna  for  any  Crime  whatfoever.  The  great 
Mifchiefs  which  too  frequently  happen  here, 
more  than  in  other  Parts,  are  Aflaflinations  and 
Murthers  ;  thofe  that  commit  them  fly  for  Shel¬ 
ter  to  fome  of  the  Churches  as  to  an  inviolable 
Afylum,  from  whence  the  Legates  themfelves 
cannot  bring  them  to  be  punilhed ;  or  perhaps 
they  retire  into  the  Country,  into  fome  Strong¬ 
hold,  or  into  the  Territories  of  fome  neighbour¬ 
ing  Prince,  where  they  are  certainly  fecure,  and 
there  remain  until  the  Legation  of  the  then  Car¬ 
dinal  be  finilhed  ;  and  afterwards  make  an  A- 
greement  with  the  Succeflor,  who  for  Money 
pardons  them  (having  Power  fo  to  do)  all  the 
Crimes  and  Murthers  they  have  committed.  In 
other  Refpe£ls  the  People  of  Bologna  are  very 
happy,  and  live  in  great  Plenty,  for  that  the 
Country  is  mighty  fruitful,  and  they  pay  no 
Taxes  to  the  Prince,  Remarks 
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Remarks  upon  the  Country  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  PUS  CANT. 


HERE  are  in  this  great  Dukedom  three 


JL  confiderable  Cities,  Florence ,  PiJ'a ,  and 
Sienna .  All  thofe  who  have  read  the  Hiftory  of 
Italy,  do  know  that  Pi  fa  was  formerly  a  very 
powerful  Commonwealth,  that  it  flourifhed  in 
Trade  and  Commerce,  and  that  there  were  a 
great  many  wealthy  Citizens  belonging  to  it. 
There  needs  no  other  Proof  of  this  than  what 
we  read,  that  upon  a  certain  Occafion  a  hundred 
of  the  Citizens  equipt  each  of  them  a  Galley  at 
their  own  Charges,  which  they  maintained  du¬ 
ring  all  the  War.  The  great  Actions  are  well 
known  which  they  have  done  in  the  Levant  by 
their  Fleets ;  and  how  they  a  long  Time  oppo- 
fed  the  Duke  of  Florence ,  who  at  length  fubdued 
them  by  the  Afiiftance  of  the  Spanijh  Arms. 

Pifa  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft  beautiful 
Cities  of  Italy  ;  the  Buildings  are  {lately  and  fine, 
and  fo  is  one  of  their  Churches,  which  with  its 
Dependencies  is  one  of  the  finefi:  in  all  Italy. 
The  City  is  built  upon  the  River  Arne,  which 
divides  it  in  the  midft ;  it  is  navigable  for  Vef- 
fels  of  a  great  Burthen,  and  at  Leghorne ,  which 
is  twelve  Miles  Diflance,  it  falls  into  the  Sea. 
It  is  one  of  the  befl  fituated  Towns  in  all  Italy 
for  Trade,  with  which  it  flourifhed  extremely 
whilft  it  was  a  Republick  ;  at  prefent  not  only 
the  City,  but  the  Country  belonging  to  it  is 
wholly  depopulated.  W riters  fay,  that  there 


were 
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were  formerly  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  Inhabitant',  whereas  now  there  are  not 
twelve  thou  fand.  The  Grafs  grows  in  molt  of 
the  Places  and  Streets  of  the  City,  and  moft  of 
the  Houfes  are  deferted  and  lie  void.  I  was  my- 
felf  in  a  fair  large  Palace,  which  was  Jet  for  fix 
Piftoles  per  Annum.  The  greateft  Part  of  their 
Lands  lie  wafte,  and  the  Air  is  very  unhealthy  in 
moft  Parts,  becaufe  of  the  fmall  Number  of 
Inhabitants.  The  Duke  of  Florence  thought 
there  was  no  Way  to  fecure  himfelf  of  this  great 
City,  but  by  depopulating  of  it,  and  ruining  the 
Trade,  which  rendred  it  fo  potent;  fo  that  at 
prefent  there  is  not  any  Trade  there  at  all. 

The  City  of  Sienna  was  alfo  formerly  a  very 
fine  Commonwealth,  and  had  in  it  many  noble, 
rich,  and  powerful  Families  ;  but  fince  that  the 
Duke  of  Florence  hath  reduced  it  to  his  Obedi¬ 
ence,  he  hath  ruined  moft  of  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  many  of  them  retiring  into  France , 
and  into  the  Territories  of  fome  of  the  Princes 
of  Italy. 

As  to  the  City  of  Florence  itfelf,  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  decayed  to  what  it  was  fince  it  came  un¬ 
der  the  Government  of  the  Houfe  of  'Medicis. 
It  is  plain  from  the  Hiftory  of  Machiavel ,  and 
other  It(  r:an  Authors  that  lived  in  thofe  Times, 
that  it  'as  three  times  more  populous  when  it 
was  a  Republick  than  it  is  now.  The  Great 
Duke  leeeping  his  Court  and  Refidence  there, 
one  would  thin-l?  fhould  make  the  City  fiourifh 
the  more ;  yet  it  wants  a  great  deal  of  that  Lu- 

ftre 
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ftre  and  Splendor  it  had  when  it  was  a  Common¬ 
wealth. 

Remarks  upon  the  Temporal  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  P  0  P  E. 

THERE  are  certainly  very  few  People  fo 
miferable  as  thofe  who  live  under  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  the  Pope.  Moft  of  the  States  of  Ita¬ 
ly ,  and  where  there  are  the  moft  Sublidies  and 
Impofitions,  have  not  put  any  Tax  upon  Corn 
and  Grain,  which  make  Bread  ;  becaufe  there  is 
no  Perfon,  tho*  never  fo  miferable,  that  can  fub- 
fift  without  it :  There  is  that  Humanitv  and  Re- 

j 

gard  had  to  the  People,  in  not  laying  Taxes  up¬ 
on  Bread,  becaufe  ’ tis  the  common  Nourifhment, 
and  abfolutely  neceflary  even  for  the  moft  Indi¬ 
gent  and  Poor  :  Tho’  Impofitions  are  laid  with¬ 
out  fcruple  upon  Wine  and  other  Merchandifes, 
becaufe  they  are  not  fo  neceflary  as  Bread  ;  yet 
the  Pope  makes  no  fcruple  to  lay  very  great  Im- 
pofttions  upon  Corn  and  Bread  throughout  all  his 
Dominions,  except  in  thofe  Places  that  have  yet 
preferved  their  Liberties.  It  was  Donna  Olympia 
that  during  the  Pontificate  of  Innocent  X.  began 
to  put  Taxes  and  Impofts  upon  Corn,  and  made 
fuch  Laws  which  have  ruined  the  moft  part  of 
the  great  Nobility  and  Gentry  that  live  under  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Government,  who  had  their  Reve¬ 
nues  confiding  in  Corn.  All  the  Popes  who  have 
reigned  fince  Innocent' s  Time,  have  found  fuch 
a  great  Advantage  to  themfelves  by  thefe  Laws 
of  Donna  Olympia ,  that  they  have  continued 

them 
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them  ever  fince,  and  it  is  at  prefent  a  very  confi- 
derable  Part  of  the  Ecclefiaflical  Revenue.  The 
Subftance  of  which  faid  Law  or  Ordinance  is 
this,  That  no  Perfon  whatfoever  is  fnffered  to  fell 
Corn  to  any  Strangers ;  but  all  thofe  that  have  any 
are  obliged  to  fell  it  at  a  Price  certain  to  the  Ec- 
clefiaflical  Chamber ,  which  is  not  at  the  moft 
above  one  Moiety  of  the  real  Value  ;  and  then 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Chamber  fells  it  again  at  double 
the  Price.  In  Italy  there  is  no  Perfon  either  in 
City  or  Country  in  the  Pope’s  Dominions,  who 
is  permitted  to  make  their  own  Bread,  but  eve- 
ry  one  is  obliged  to  buy  it  of  the  Bakers,  who 
are  appointed  by  the  Chamber.  In  each  Village 
and  Borough  there  is  but  one  Baker  eftabliihed 
by  the  Chamber  to  make  and  fell  Bread.  The 
Baker  is  obliged  to  take  the  Corn  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  at  a  certain  Price,  and  to  make  the  Bread  of 
fuch  a  Quality  and  Weight,  and  to  fell  it  at  a  Price 
certain.  In  the  great  Cities,  as  at  Rome ,  there 
are  very  many  Bakers,  who  are  all  obliged  to  buy 
a  certain  Quantity  of  Corn  of  the  Ecclefiaflical 
Chamber  for  a  whole  Year  to  come,  which  they 
pay  for  before-hand,  and  give  ten  Crowns  the 
Salme ,  or  Meafure,  when  at  the  fame  time  the 
Chamber  bought  it  of  the  particular  Perfons  for 
five  Crowns.  At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  all 
the  Bakers  are  obliged  to  take  the  fame  Quantity 
of  Corn  for  the  Year  enfuing,  altho’  fometimes 
they  have  a  great  deal  of  the  laft  Year’s  Corn  up¬ 
on  their  Hands,  which  they  mull  deliver  to  the 
Chamber  for  five  Crowns  the  Salme ,  or  Meafure, 
and  then  the  very  fame  Corn  is  fold  them  again 
for  ten  Crowns.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is 

any 
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any  Country  in  the  World  that  draws  more 
Profit  from  their  Subjects  for  Corn,  than  the 
Pope  doth  in  his  Dominions,  which  hath  been 
partly  the  Caufe  of  the  Ruin  of  the  Ecclefiaftical 
State,  fince  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  faid  Law, 
which,  was  about  thirty  Years  fince.  The 
Country  is  unpeopled,  and  great  Part  of  the 
Lands  lie  void  uncultivated,  becaufe  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  manure  them,  when  the  greateft 
Advantage  and  'Profit  arifing  thereby  goes  to 
the  Pope.  In  travelling  through  the  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  Territories  in  Romania ,  and  between  Rome 
and  Naples ,  there  are  vail  Quantities  of  Land 
unmanured.  A  Traveller  palling  through  the 
Eftate  of  a  Roman  Prince,  told  the  Prince  upon 
his  Return  to  Naples ,  He  would ,  if  be  pleafedy 
fend  him  Hufbandmen  that  fhould  manure  his 
Lands  ;  thinking  it  had  been  for  want  of  La¬ 
bourers  that  the  Lands  lay  void  and  wafte.  The 
Prince  told  him.  That  he  did  not  want  People  ts 
cultivate  his  Lands  5  but  becaufe  they  were  obliged 
to  fell  all  their  Corn  and  Gram  to  the  Chamber  at 
q  very  low  Pricey  it  would  not  quit  Cojl  to  manure 
and  cultivate  it. 

\ Touching  the  Reduction  of  the  Inter  eft  of 
Money  due  hy  the  Montes  at  Rome,  from 
Four  to  fhree  per  Cent. 

EVery  Body  aim  oft  knows  what  ’tis  which  in 
Italy y  and  efpecially  at  Romey  they  call  the 
Montes ;  it  is  much  like  the  Rents  upon  the 
Town-houfe  at  Paris.  The  Popes  having  Oc- 
cafion  for  Money,  borrow  great  Sums  of  par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular  Perfons  at  Four  perCent.  Intereft.  This 
they  call  at  Rome  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
Monte ,  that  is,  the  Creation  of  certain  Officers, 
and  the  Affignment  of  feveral  Rents  for  the 
Payment  of  thofe  who  have  lent  Money  to  the 
Pope.  The  prefent  Pope  finding  the  Chamber 
engaged  to  the  annual  Payments  of  I  know  not 
how  many  Millions  of  Roman  Crowns  Intereft, 
to  thofe  that  had  lent  Money  upon  the  Monte , 
refclved  in  part  to  reduce  and  leffien  the  great 
Sum  of  Money  which  the  Intereft  amounted  to  ; 
and  having  for  this  Purpofe  raifed  feveral  Mil¬ 
lions  of  Roman  Crowns,  he  acquainted  thofe  that 
had  Money  upon  the  Monte ,  that  they  fhould 
come  and  receive  their  principal  Money,  unlefs 
they  would  take  Three  per  Cent.  Intereft  for  the 
Four  per  Cent,  which  they  formerly  received  : 
Whereupon,  there  being  really  no  Trade  in  all 
the  Eccleftaftical  Territories,  and  the  Lands 
worth  nothing,  and  the  Eftates  of  the  Nobility 
being  all  fold  to  .a  Penny,  all  Perfons  who  had 
Money  upon  the  1 Monte,  not  knowing  how  to 
employ  it  to  Advantage  elfewhere,  let  it  there 
remain,  contenting  themfelves  with  Three  per 
Cent,  inftead  of  P  our  per  Cent,  which  they  had 
before  :  So  that  by  this  Means  every  one  con¬ 
cerned  loft  a  fourth  Part  of  their  yearly  Income, 
and  the  Chamber  got  I  know  not  how  many 
Millions  of  Crowns  yearly,  by  this  Retrench¬ 
ment  of  On z  per  Cent. 

It  is  almoft  incredible,  what  immenfe  Sums 
the  Pope  hath  raifed  by  retrenching  of  many 
fuperfluous  Expences,  and  extinguifhing  feveral 
Offices  to  which  great  Salaries  were  paid  by  the 
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EcclefiafHcal  Chamber,  and  by  divers  other 
Means.  Thofe  who  are  well  informed  in  thefe 
Matters,  do  for  certain  affirm,  that  all  the  Sub- 
fidies  which  the  Pope  hath  remitted  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  and  King  of  Poland ,  to  carry  on  the  War 
againfl  the  Turks ,  are  not  the  thirtieth  Part  of 
the  Money  which  he  hath  treafured  up ;  altho* 
likewife  he  hath  paid  many  Debts  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber,  which  were  not  chargeable  upon  the 
JPlontes . 

I  ought  not  here  to  omit  relating,  that  the 
Inns,  efpecially  in  Tufcany ,  in  Ro?nania ,  and 
between  Rome  and  Naples ,  are  very  fordid  and 
incommodious. 

One  may  give  a  pretty  good  Guefs  at  the  pro- 
digious  Wealth  belonging  to  the  Clergy  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples ,  by  the  great  Quantity  of 
Plate,  VeiTels,  and  Statues  of  Silver  in  the 
Churches,  and  by  the  Riches  and  magnificent 
Furniture  of  their  Habitations,  and  Veflments 
of  the  Priefts.  One  may,  upon  the  whole  Mat¬ 
ter,  make  this  important  Reflection,  That  if  the 
King  of  Spain  doth  not  think  of  fome  Expedi¬ 
ent  to  hinder  the  Clergy  from  increafing  their 
Eflates  in  Lands,  which  they  do  daily,  they 
will  in  a  very  little  Time  become  Mailers  of  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples',  for 
they  are  already  poflefled  of  more  than  half  of 
the  Lands  of  that  Kingdom,  befides  the  other 
vaft  Profits  they  make  continually  under  Pre¬ 
tence  of  Service  to  the  Church,  for  their  Mafles, 
Buildings,  Burials,  Marriages,  Confeffions,  and 
by  their  Indulgences  and  the  Legacies  left  them 
by  Will. 
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Tho’  thefe  are  Remarks  made  in  Haile,  yet 
they  may  be  of  Ufe  to  the  Author. 

I  know  feveral  pleafant  Stories  of  the  Jefuits 
at  Naples.  The  Prince  of  Salerme  gave  them 
the  Moiety  of  a  great  Houfe  which  he  had  at 
Naples ,  and  thereupon  an  Infcription  was  en¬ 
graven  in  capital  Letters,  upon  the  Frontifpiece 
of  the  Houfe,  of  the  Donation  thereof  given  to 
the  Jefuits  by  the  faid  Prince.  Within  thefe 
few  Years  the  Jefuits  have  turn’d  the  Heirs  of 
the  Prince  of  Salerme  out  of  PoiTeffion  of  the 
other  Moiety  of  the  faid  Houfe,  and  have  defaced 
the  Infcription  upon  the  Houfe  :  And  all  this 
they  have  done  by  Colour  of  Lav/  and  Juflice. 

Upon  the  firft  Eftablifhment  of  the  Society  of 
Jefuits ,  the  Carthufians  of  Naples ,  who  are 
very  rich,  voluntarily  affigned  them  an  yearly 
Penfion  of  feveral  thoufand  Ducats ;  but ,  the 
Carthufians  perceiving,  that,  of  late  Years, 
feveral  of  the  Jefuits  were  grown  mighty  rich, 
refolved  to  withdraw  the  faid  Penfion.  The  Je¬ 
fuits  went  to  Law  with  them,  and  obtained  Sen¬ 
tence,  that  the  faid  Penfion  fhould  be  continued. 
The  Jefuits  have  got  a  very  confiderable  Part  of 
the  Lands  of  the  Nobility  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples.  All  the  Religious,  of  what  Order  fo- 
ever  they  be,  who  have  Houfes  at  Naples ,  have 
the  Privilege  of  purchafing  all  Houfes  that  are 
contiguous  to  them,  on  the  one  Side  or  the  o- 
ther,  to  the  very  End  of  the  Street,  in  order 
to  make  their  Houfes  entire,  and  to  Hand  alone 
like  an  Ifland  :  And  for  this  Purpofe  they  have 
no  more  to  do,  than  only  pay  the  Proprietor  for 
his  Houfe,  not  according  to  the  prefent  V aiue, 
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but  as  it  was  lafl  fold,  perhaps  fifty,  fixty,  or 
a  hundred  Years  ago,  and  fo  hath  defcended 
from  Father  to  Son  fuccefiively  to  the  Perfon 
then  in  Poffefiion. 

Many  other  very  confiderable  Remarks  might 
be  made  of  the  divers  Tricks  and  Methods  the 
Clergy  of  this  Kingdom  make  ufe  of  to  wheedle 
and  trepan  the  Laity  out  of  their  Eftates. 


FINIS . 


BOOKS  ,  ^ely  Publifh’d  and  Sold  at  the 
Highlander  and  Dove ,  in  Cecil-Court , 
St.  Martin' S’ Lane. 

I.  H  E  Chriftians  .Magazine  :  Compre- 

JL  bending  every  Thing  neceffary  to  be 
known,  both  with  Regard  to  Faith  and  PraCtice^ 
to  arrive  at  the  Love  of  God,  and  Eternal  Hap- 
pinefs  in  the  next  World,  and  make  our  Lives 
comfortable  and  happy  in  the  prefent.  Contain¬ 
ing  a  regular  Series  of  Religious,  Moral,  and 
other  important  Truths,  defigned  to  promote  the 
Practice  of  Piety,  Virtue,  and  Univerfal  Be- 
nevolence  ;  is  a  certain  Guide  to  attain  as  near  as 
poffible  to  Chriftian  Perfection,  and  an  excellent 
Prefervative  againft  unfettled  Notions,  Doubts, 
or  Difficulties  in  Religious  Matters.  By  James 
Mauclerg,  M.  D.  Of  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyficians ,  and  F.  R.  S.  JNeatly  printed  in  a 
handfome  Volume  in  Octavo ,  Price  hound  in  Calf 
4 s.  A  Book  every  Family  in  the  Nation  ought  to 
have . 

II.  The  Patriot’s  Mifcellany.  Being  a  Ge¬ 
nuine  and  Compleat  Collection  of  all  the  Protefts 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  againft  Things  fup- 
pos’d  injurious  to  the  Publick  by  the  rnoft  illu¬ 
strious  and  independent  Noblemen  of  that  Houfe, 
in  many  important  Matters  of  the  utmoft  Con- 
fequence  to  the  Conffitution,  Liberties,  Ho¬ 
nour,  Trade,  and  Intereft  of  Great- Britain, 
from  their  Original  in  1641,  to  the  prefent  Time. 

Edinburgh ,  Printed  for  the  Company,  &c. 
and  fold  in  London ,  at  the  Highlander,  a  Snuff- 
Shop,  in  Cecil-Court ,  St.  Martin' s- Lane,  and  no 
where  elfe.  In  two  Volumes ,  exceeding  neat , 
hound ,  gilt ,  and  letter'd,  5s.  in  red  Backs  and 

marble 


marble  Cover  S')  3^6  d.  Humbly  infer  iE d  to  that 
real  Patriot^  PHILIP,  Earl  ^CHESTER¬ 
FIELD.  Bd3  Mind  you  have  the  Scotch  Edition. 

N.  B.  This  Edition  is  warranted  compleat  and 
uncaftrated,  containing  all  thofe  relating  to  the 
Stuart  family.  Saint  R.  IV.  and  what  People 
were  lent  to  Neivgate  for,  &c.  &c. 

III.  Matrimonial  Ceremonies  difplay’d  : 
Wherein  are  exhibited,  the  various  Cuftoms, 
odd  Pranks,  whimfical  Tricks,  and  furprizing 
Practices  of  near  One  Hundred  different  King¬ 
doms  and  People  in  the  World,  now  ufed  in  the 
Celebration  and  Confummation  of  Matrimony. 
Colledfed  from  the  Papers  of  an  old  Rich  Bawdy 
Bachelor  ;  with  great  Variety  of  Remarks  by 
him,  ferious  and  amourous.  To  which  is  pre¬ 
fixed,  the  comical  Adventures  of  Sir  Harry 
Fitzgerald ,  who  had  feven  Wives  ;  with  the 
Character  of  each  :  A  genuine  Story.  Alfo  an 
Epigram  on  Matrimony,  in  Latin  and  Englijh , 
and  an  Alphabetical  Index.  In  a  handfome 
Pocket  Volume,  Price  only  1  s.  fewed  in  Blue 
Covers,  (Addreffed  to  that  Choice  Spirit  Tere - 
f,a  Conjlantia  Phillips ,J  Containing  near  double 
the  Quantity  of  moft  Twelve-penny  Pamphlets. 

Publijfhed  for  the  Information  and  Entertain¬ 
ment  of  the  Ladies  and  pretty  Girls  of  Great - 
Britain ,  not  forgetting  thofe  of  Dublin  and 

Tipperary . 
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